NIRB File No.: 17SN034
July 10, 2018
To:

Stephen Locke
Director,
Natural Resources Canada
Government of Canada
P.O. Box 1006,
Dartmouth, NS B2Y 4A2

Sent via email: stephen.locke@canada.ca
Re:

Information Request regarding the “Possible Development Scenarios” and
“Environmental Setting and Effects Analysis” Reports for the Strategic Environmental
Assessment in Baffin Bay and Davis Strait

Dear Stephen Locke:
On June 5, 2018 the Nunavut Impact Review Board (NIRB or Board) distributed the following
two (2) independent reports for public comment as part of the ongoing Strategic Environmental
Assessment in Baffin Bay and Davis Strait (the SEA): 1
1. Oil and Gas Life Cycle Activities and Hypothetical Scenarios;2 and
2. Environmental Setting and Review of Potential Effects of Oil and Gas Activities3.
The “Possible Development Scenarios” and “Environmental Setting and Effects Analysis”
reports are intended to inform the Board’s consideration of the potential types of oil and gas
related activities that could one day be proposed within the SEA Area of Focus and their
potential risks, benefits, and management strategies. Recognizing that both reports are very
detailed and may or may not address all the questions or points desired by interested parties, the
NIRB circulated a series of questions designed to solicit feedback from interested parties for use
by the Board in developing a “Preliminary Findings Report” for further focused public
engagement. The NIRB noted its intention to issue further targeted information requests to a
number of agencies and organizations which may be well-positioned to provide specialist advice
and feedback on a number of key points which will assist in developing the Board’s Preliminary
Findings Report.
The purpose of this correspondence is to request targeted advice and feedback from Natural
Resources Canada and the Geological Survey of Canada to support the NIRB’s development of a
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preliminary findings report and/or the Board’s development of a Final SEA Report and
associated recommendations.
All documentation associated with this project proposal is available online from the NIRB’s
public registry for the Strategic Environmental Assessment in Baffin Bay and Davis Strait at
www.nirb.ca/project/125087
REQUEST FOR INFORMATION
The “Possible Development Scenarios” and “Environmental Setting and Effects Analysis”
reports are intended to inform the Board consideration of the potential types of oil and gas
related activities that could one day be proposed within the SEA Area of Focus and their
potential risks, benefits, and management strategies. The NIRB previously circulated the
following questions designed to solicit feedback on or before August 7, 2018 from interested
parties for use by the Board in developing a “Preliminary Findings Report” for further focused
public engagement:


Are there additional documents and reports that should be considered within the literature
review for the SEA?



Has the existing environment in Baffin Bay and Davis Strait been described accurately?
Have the gaps in available information been sufficiently noted?



Is there any additional information needed regarding the possible development scenarios
to ensure they can each be understood and their potential effects considered?



Are there any additional oil and gas activities you feel should also be considered as
possible development in Baffin Bay/Davis Strait?



Have the possible effects of development activities (i.e. adverse impacts and benefits) and
their associated significance been characterized appropriately?



Are the standard mitigation measures described accurately? Have limitations in their
potential effectiveness been thoroughly discussed?



What topics or issues can be identified for possible future research or consideration?

To develop the Preliminary Findings Report, the NIRB will use information from the two
Nunami-Stantec reports, the feedback received through this public commenting period, and
information shared by the Qikiqtani Inuit Association with regards to Inuit Qaujimajatuqangit
collected and information on Inuit harvesting activities. The Preliminary Findings Report is
being designed to present summarized information in a more publically-accessible format than is
possible for the detailed technical reports prepared by Nunami-Stantec; it will be the focus of
discussions during the final round of public community meetings planned for the Fall, 2018. As
the SEA is intended to be an iterative process, the Preliminary Findings Report is intended to
serve as an entry point to the information that has been gathered to date for the SEA, identifying
and further directing readers to source documentation (e.g., original Nunami-Stantec Reports,
published literature, etc.) for more in-depth discussion and analysis of key issues.
In addition to the questions listed above, the NIRB is requesting, based on its mandate and
expertise, that Natural Resources Canada and the Geological Survey of Canada consider
providing feedback on the following points specifically:
P.O. Box 1360 Cambridge Bay, NU X0B 0C0

Phone: (867) 983-4600

Page 2 of 4

Fax: (867) 983-2594



Information and Conclusions in:
o Section 2: Background and History of Oil and Gas in Baffin Bay and Davis Strait,
including information on any additional seismic survey information conducted
within the Canadian Offshore waters of Baffin Bay and Davis Strait and known
reserves (in ‘Oil and Gas Life Cycle Activities and Hypothetical Scenarios’
Report); and
o Geology, Coastal Landforms, and naturally occurring oil seeps (Chapter 3 and
Chapter 8 in ‘Environmental Setting and Review of Potential Effects of Oil and
Gas Activities’ Report).

The Board would appreciate receiving any feedback that can be provided prior to the August 7,
2018 deadline to support development of the Preliminary Findings Report, however recognizing
that this information could also be used to inform the Board’s Final SEA Report, should
additional time could be necessary to respond to this query in sufficient detail please be
encouraged to contact the undersigned directly to advise when a submission may be forthcoming.
CONCLUSION
In closing, the NIRB appreciates the continued support and participation of parties in the
ongoing Strategic Environmental Assessment in Baffin Bay and Davis Strait to better understand
the potential types of oil and gas related activities, and their potential risks, benefits, and
management strategies. The Board will continue to accept comments from interested parties on
the “Possible Development Scenarios” and “Environmental Setting and Effects Analysis” reports
referenced in this correspondence until August 7, 2018.
Comment submissions may be provided directly through the NIRB’s online public registry at
www.nirb.ca by registering a user account and selecting the “upload additional comments”
feature on the project dashboard for the SEA, NIRB File No. 17SN034. By registering an
account, users can also sign up to receive all notifications issued by the Board through the
remainder of this assessment.
Alternatively, please direct all comment submissions to the NIRB via fax to (867) 983-2594, via
email at info@nirb.ca or via regular mail to: Nunavut Impact Review Board, P.O. Box 1360,
Cambridge Bay, NU, X0B 0C0, Canada.
If you have any questions regarding the Strategic Environmental Assessment in Baffin Bay and
Davis Strait, please contact the undersigned directly at (867) 983-4606 or via email at
hrasmussen@nirb.ca.

Sincerely,

Heather Rasmussen
Policy Advisor
Nunavut Impact Review Board
P.O. Box 1360 Cambridge Bay, NU X0B 0C0
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cc:

SEA Distribution list
Ryan Barry – Nunavut Impact Review Board
Jennifer Dorr – Natural Resources Canada
Daniel VanVliet, Filip Petrovic – Crown Indigenous Relations and Northern Affairs Canada
Jorgan Aitaok – Nunavut Tunngavik Incorporated
Rosanne D’Orazio, Steven Lonsdale – Qikiqtani Inuit Association
Annie Cyr-Parent, Erika Zelle – Government of Nunavut
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