Environmental Protection Operations Directorate
Prairie & Northern Region
5019 52nd Street, 4th Floor
P.O. Box 2310
Yellowknife, NT X1A 2P7

ECCC File: 6100 000 008/002
File: 03MN107

December 6, 2018
Via email at: info@nirb.ca
Andrea Omilgoitok
Environmental Administrator
Nunavut Impact Review Board
P.O. Box 1360 (29 Mitik)
Cambridge Bay, NU, X0B 0C0
Dear Andrea Omilgoitok:
RE: 03MN107– Agnico Eagle Mines Ltd. –Meadowbank Mine – Draft PC to address
the “In-Pit Tailings Disposal Modification” for the Meadowbank Gold Mine Project.
Environment and Climate Change Canada (ECCC) has reviewed the Draft Project
Certificate for the Meadowbank Project and the following comments are provided based
on our mandate, in the context of the Canadian Environmental Protection Act, and the
pollution prevention provisions of the Fisheries Act.
ECCC has the following comments:
ECCC #1 - Errata
a) Reference: Section 2.0, Page 5, Last Paragraph first sentence
“…management of tailings form from the previously approved Meadowbank…”
b) Reference: Draft New Commentary Term and Condition 20
“…and how potential monitoring would of tailings and groundwater movement would be
undertaken to inform management plans.”
ECCC#2 – Water Quality and Waste Management: Term and Condition 19
Reference: Term and Condition 19 states:
Cumberland shall provide for a minimum of two (2) metres cover of tailings at closure,
and shall install thermistor cables, temperature loggers, and core sampling technology
as required to monitor tailing freezeback efficiency. Cumberland shall report to NIRB’s
Monitoring Officer for the annual reporting of freezeback effectiveness.
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New Commentary:
The reference to “two (2) metres cover of tailings” in this term and condition refers to the
rock cover that would be placed over the existing Tailings Storage Facility located at the
Meadowbank Gold Mine site. The cover proposed in the In-Pit Tailings Disposal
Modification Proposal, is a minimum of eight (8) metres of water cover.
ECCC Comment: In ECCC’s final written submission to the Nunavut Impact Review
Board and the Nunavut Water Board dated August 17, 2018, ECCC technical comment
3 (ECCC#3) ECCC recommended that the Proponent cover the tailings with waste rock.
Additionally, the Proponent has stated that they would consider covering the tailings with
waste rock.
The final sentence in the new commentary may preclude the proponent from considering
potential options for using waste rock along with the 8 m of water to cap the tailings
deposited in the pits.
ECCC # 3
a) ECCC recommends that tailings closure plans include an evaluation of the feasibility
of introducing a rock cover above the tailings, and identify conditions where this may be
warranted.
Agnico Eagle’s Response to Final Submission / Recommendation
Agnico Eagle agrees with the ECCC recommendation and will evaluate the feasibility for
capping the tailings and identify conditions where this may be warranted in the final
closure plan. As noted by ECCC in the ECCC#3 Final Written Submission: ‘’AEM noted
that placement of any materials would be done subaqueously via pipeline. For practical
reasons placement of rock materials would be logistically very challenging. Rock
materials would need to be coarse-ground and pumped/piped underwater. AEM is
evaluating options for capping the tailings.’’.

ECCC Recommendation on Draft Project Certificate Term and Condition: ECCC
recommends that the NIRB add the following to the additional comment for Condition 19
in the draft project certificate: “over an appropriate thickness of waste rock cover above
the tailings if conditions are warranted.” at the end of the sentence.

ECCC#2 – Term and Condition 87 - New Term and Condition for In-Pit Tailings
Disposal Modification
Reference:
Term and Condition 87 page 26 Reporting Requirements
ECCC Comment:
The final statement in the reporting requirements that states “…and any further updates
to reporting requirements shall be provided to the NIRB in Agnico Eagle’s Annual Report
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for the project. “ implies that there is a need for ongoing review of Reporting
Requirements that there should be ongoing validation of the modeling results following
deposition of tailings into the pits.
ECCC Recommendation on Draft Project Certificate Term and Condition:
ECCC recommends that the NIRB clarify the need for validation of ground and surface
water quality predictions following deposition of tailings into the pit.
Should you require further information, please do not hesitate to contact me at (867)
669-4744 or Eva.Walker@canada.ca.

Sincerely,

[Original signed by]

Eva Walker
Environmental Assessment Coordinator
cc:
Gabriel Bernard- Lacaille, Senior Environmental Assessment Coordinator
Georgina Williston, Head, Environmental Assessment North (NT and NU)
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