
NIRB will forward comments  

specific to Draft Water Licence 

application to NWB  

PHC Report  to include NWB sup-

plemental information requirements 

related to draft license application  

NWB appends standard  

Supplemental Information Guide  

(SIG) for mine development (MM3) 

to Revised Draft EIS Guidelines  

Proponent submits DEIS to NIRB 

NIRB conducts conformity review 

of Draft EIS submission with  

EIS Guidelines 

NIRB initiates public  

technical review of Draft EIS 

Accept Reject 

NIRB receives Information  

Requests (IRs)  

NIRB receives 

technical review comments  

NIRB Issues PHC Report 

Pre-Hearing Conference 

Technical Meeting 

Responses to IRs submitted 

NIRB issues Draft Scope  

for public comment 

NIRB publishes notice of upcoming 

community meetings 

Minister refers Project for  

NIRB Review 

NIRB issues Revised Draft Scope 

and Draft EIS Guidelines  

for public comment  

DEIS to contain appendix with draft 

water licence application referenced 

to relevant sections of DEIS. Any 

approvals required under NLCA 

12.10.2 & 13.5.5 also highlighted 

 NWB to assess conformity of  

relevant appendix  

Day 1 

NIRB issues community scoping 

meetings summary report  

for information 

Parties submit request to be added 

to Distribution List 

NIRB receives Proponent’s 

response to technical review  

comments 

NIRB issues Final Scope for  

information and Revised Draft EIS 

Guidelines for public comment 

NWB to attend Technical Meeting  

NIRB verifies Screening triggered 

NIRB distributes public notice of 

Screening; public comment period 

commences 

Public comment period closes 

NIRB issues reminder of public 

comment deadline  

Notification sent identifying  

comment submissions received 

Internal NIRB staff technical  

review of project proposal 

NIRB staff distribute briefing  

package to board members 

Board  makes determination 

NIRB staff prepare Screening  

Decision Report 

Screening Decision Report  

submitted to responsible  

government Ministers 

Notification of Screening Decision 

sent to Distribution List 

Proponent submits follow up  

reports to NIRB as required 

Notification of follow up reports 

sent to distribution list  

NPC receives project proposal  

from Proponent 

NPC forwards project proposal  

to NIRB for Screening 

NIRB determines Screening Deci-

sion Report deadline 

NIRB applies for ministerial  

extension to screening deadline 

NPC determines project conforms 

to land use plan 

Project proposed in area with an 

approved land use plan in place 

Project proposed in area with no 

approved land use plan in place 

NPC forwards project proposal to 

Authorizing Agencies 

NPC determines NIRB Screening  

is required 
NPC determines NIRB Screening  

is not required 

NPC issues positive conformity 

determination 

NPC determines project does not 

conform to land use plan 

NPC determines project proposal 

exempt from the requirement for 

NIRB Screening 

NPC determines project proposal 

requires NIRB Screening 

NPC has concerns regarding  

potential cumulative effects 

NPC grants minor variance 

NPC forwards project proposal to 

Authorizing Agencies 

NPC issues positive conformity 

determination 

NIRB receives project proposal for 

Screening 

NIRB determines project proposal 

cannot proceed 

NIRB determines public review 

required 

NIRB determines project can  

proceed with terms and conditions 

NIRB determines project required 

clarification 

Proponent submits project proposal 

to Nunavut Planning Commission 

(NPC) 

Proponent submits application for 

conformity to NPC 

Proponent submits additional  

information to NIRB 

NIRB distributes notification letter 

advising additional information 

required 

NIRB determines project proposal 

is complete; Screening commences 

NIRB provides Proponent with op-

portunity to respond to comments 

NIRB grants request to extend  

public comment period 

NIRB conducts completeness check 

Party requests extension to public 

comment deadline 

Proponent submits response  

to public comments 

NIRB issues Notice of Review to 

Distribution List 

NIRB hosts scoping meetings in 

potentially-affected communities 

NIRB receives public comment 

submissions on Draft Scope 

Parties submit comments on  

Draft Scope 

NIRB receives public comment 

submissions on Revised Draft 

Scope and Draft EIS Guidelines 

Parties submit comments on  

Revised Draft Scope and Draft EIS 

Guidelines 

Day 2 

Day 7 

Day 7 

Day 32 

Day 28 

Day 35 

Day 45 

Day 50 

Day 55 

NIRB receives public comment 

submissions on Revised Draft  

EIS Guidelines 

Parties submit comments on  

Revised Draft EIS Guidelines 

NIRB holds EIS Guidelines  

Development Workshop 

NIRB issues Final EIS Guidelines 

to Proponent 

Day 70 

Day 65 

Day 90 

Parties submit IRs to NIRB 

NIRB receives IR Responses 

NIRB reviews IRs, forwards  

accepted IRs to relevant parties 

Day 1 

Day 15 

Day 45 

Day 48 

Day 49 

Parties submit technical review 

comments 

Proponent submits response to  

technical review comments 

NWB assess compliance of  

Type A Water Licence Application 

with Appendix 3 of PHC Decision 

NWB acknowledges receipt of  

Type A water license application 

NIRB review of FEIS submission 

for compliance with PHC Report 

NIRB receives FEIS submission 

Technical Meeting (if necessary) 

NIRB issues Final Report  

to Minister 

NWB staff to attend  

Technical Meeting   

NIRB receives final written  

comment submissions 
Parties submit comments to NWB 

on Type A Water Licence 

NIRB issues Project Certificate 

NIRB Monitoring begins 

Minister’s Decision* 

NIRB Project Certificate Workshop 

Reject Approve 

Final Hearing 

NWB Technical Meeting 

NWB staff attend Final Hearing 

Reject Accept 

Technical review of FEIS begins 

Minister’s Decision* 

NWB Pre-Hearing Conference 

NWB attends PC Workshop 

NWB issues PHC Decision and 

Notice of Hearing 

NWB Final Hearing 

NWB issues Reasons For Decision  

and Type A Water License  

Type A Water License Issued 

Reject Approve 

Compliance Monitoring begins 

NWB to attend PHC  

Day 109 

Day 119 

Day 124 

Day 129 

Day 159 

Day 1 

Day 1 

Day 15 

Day 15 

Day 60 

Day 75 

Day 90 

Day 125 

Day 215 

Day 230 

Day 245 
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Proponent submits FEIS 

Parties submit final written  

comments to NIRB 

NIRB receives Draft EIS (DEIS) 

submission 

OPTIONAL NWB COORDINATION 

Day 15 

IRs re Water Licence may include 

comments related to NWB process 

The Proponent will develop a Draft EIS with the issued EIS Guidelines 

based on its own timetable, making this section of the review completely 

Proponent-driven.  Pursuant to Section 12.5.2 of the Nunavut Land 

Claims Agreement, a Proponent may apply to the NIRB to have the scop-

ing and guideline development steps above omitted, and its project pro-

posal accepted as a Draft EIS.  

The time required for submission of an adequate IR response is primarily 

Proponent-driven.  Under some circumstances, the NIRB may exercise its 

discretion and establish an acceptable timeline for the Proponent’s re-

sponse if necessary. 

The Proponent will develop a Final EIS with the issued PHC compliance 

report based on its own timetable, making this section of the review Pro-

ponent-driven.  The NIRB’s PHC compliance review may result in a neg-

ative decision, where extensive revisions to the submission and a second 

compliance review are required. 

A conformity review of the submission may result in a negative decision, 

where extensive revisions to the submission and a second conformity re-

view are required before continuing with the technical review period.  

Likewise, an application to accept a project proposal as a Draft EIS may 

be rejected, making scoping and guideline development mandatory.  

Day 1 

Day 1 

Day 7 

Day 25 

Day 28 

Day 29 

Day 35 

Day 40 

Day 45 

Day 45 

Day 3 

Day 1 

Day 3 

Proponent submits applications for 

licences, permits or approvals to 

Authorizing Agencies (AAs) 

Authorizing Agencies process  

licences, permits and approvals 

Project proposal returned to  

Proponent 

Day 1 

Day 1 

Day ??? 

Day ??? 

Day 45 

Day 45 

Authorizing Agencies process  

licences, permits and approvals 

Day ??? 

Day ??? 

Day ??? 

Day ??? 

Proponents are responsible for identifying which licences, permits and 

approvals are required to carry out a proposed project, and as such, Pro-

ponents should consult with potential Authorizing Agencies while devel-

oping their project proposal. The project proposal submitted for consider-

ation by the Nunavut Planning Commission should consist of translated 

plain language summary, copies of all relevant licence, permit and ap-

proval applications, completed NPC, NIRB and NWB forms and support-

ing information as necessary. 

Proponent 

AAs 

NPC 

NIRB 

LEGEND 

NWB 

 

DRAFT Map of Nunavut’s Integrated Regulatory Process  
Pursuant to the Nunavut Planning and Project Assessment Act 

Authorizing Agencies process  

licences, permits and approvals 
Day 55 

Author’s Note: This draft process map has been developed by staff of the 

Nunavut Impact Review Board for discussion purposes only, and the as-

sociated content has not yet undergone review and consultation with the 

Nunavut Planning Commission, the Nunavut Water Board and other im-

plicated parties. 


