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March 14, 2006

Reply via email 

Nunavut Impact Review Board

P.O.Box 2379

Cambridge Bay, Nunavut

XOE OCO

Attention: Sylvia Novoligak 

Starfield Resources Inc.
Ferguson Lake Project

Ferguson Lake, Nunavut

The Kivalliq Inuit Association (KIA) is pleased to submit the following comments with regards to Starfield Resources Inc. application for camp construction at Ferguson Lake in the Kivalliq Region.  
KIA has reviewed the documents provided by Starfield Resources Inc. via the FTP Nunavut website.  The following documents were reviewed:

· Kivalliq Inuit Association Application for Access to Inuit Owned Land,

· Project Description for Starfield Resources Inc. , Ferguson Lake Camp,

· Starfield Resources Inc. , Ferguson Lake Project Abandonment and Restoration Plan,

· Starfield Resources, Ferguson Lake Camp Spill Contingency Plan,

· Map of Ferguson Lake proposed and existing camp sites, 

· Map of Ferguson Lake camp layout, 

· Nunavut Planning Commission Conformity Decision,

· Various NIRB Screening forms, and

· Nunavut Water Board, Exploration/ Remote Camp Supplemental Questionnaire

 At this time KIA has identified the following concerns:

NIRB, Screening Part 2 Form

Public Involvement- KIA would like the Hamlet of Whale Cove to be included as 

part of the community consultation process for the proposed camp.

Cumulative Effects- KIA would like to ensure all buildings and supplies at the former Ferguson Lake Lodge are removed and restoration activities are appropriately documented. The long history of exploration in the area is evident by the two existing camps in the immediate vicinity of Ferguson Lake.

Nunavut Water Board, Exploration/Remote Camp, Supplemental Questionnaire

Camp Location- The proposed site is documented as being located “3 km north east of the old Ferguson Lake camp”.  Based on the site plans provided, the camp is located to the north west of the former camp.

Spill Contingency Planning- The fuel volumes presented in the table are not consistent with the volumes identified in the Project Description document dated November 7, 2005.  The fuel volumes should be clarified.  Appropriate fuel storage procedures are required for both the airstrip location and the camp. 

To encourage progress reclamation the KIA would like to ensure no more than 20 % of the drums stored on site be empty at any one time.  This allows for 10% drum storage in the event of a spill and 10% storage for logistic purposes.  

Wildlife
The proposed camp is situated in a critical wildlife area and protective measures outlined in the Keewatin Regional Land Use Plan (KRLUP) must be followed.  The critical times identified as calving and post calving will require strict monitoring and self regulation by Starfield Resources Inc. as outlined by the Plan.  The boundaries identified in the KRLUP are based on data collected in the 1990’s and as such the boundaries for calving and post- calving may have shifted.  The data provided in subsequent reports suggest calving and post calving areas may be located to the north of the project area and periods of peak activity occurs from May till July. KIA suggests Starfield Resources Inc. work very closely with the Beverly and Qamanirjuaq Caribou Management Board to monitor the herd and scheduling of work activities.
The KIA wishes to thank NIRB for including us in the review process.  If you have any further questions or concerns please contact the undersigned at your earliest convenience.

Yours truly,

Stephen Hartman
Environmental Officer
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