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August 16, 2013 BY-ELECTRONIC MAIL: info@nirb.ca

Tannis Bolt

Assistant Technical Advisor
Nunavut Impact Review Board
P.0. Box 1360,

Cambridge Bay, NU

X0A 0BO

Re: Notice of Part 4 Screening for Canadian Arctic Holidays Ltd.’s “Tourism &
Wildlife Observation at Somerset Island and Prince Leopold Island Bird
Sanctuary” project proposal

Dear Tannis Bolt,

On July 26t 2013, the Nunavut Impact Review Board (NIRB) initiated a Part 4
Screening for Canadian Arctic Holidays Ltd.’s “Tourism & Wildlife Observation at
Somerset Island and Prince Leopold Island Bird Sanctuary” project proposal and
invited interested parties to provide comments. The Qikiqtani Inuit Association (QIA)
Department of Lands and Resources would like to thank the Nunavut Impact Review
Board (NIRB) for providing the opportunity to comment on this proposal.

Canadian Arctic Holidays Ltd.'s (CAH) is currently proposing to continue operating its
Arctic Watch Lodge which hosts groups of tourists from June to August approximately
80 kilometers away from Resolute, Nunavut.

The major components of this operation are:

e Use of aircraft to transport tourists and personnel to site from Yellowknife;

e Use of an airstrip on Inuit Owned Land for access to site;

e Use of 10 all-terrain vehicles as the main tourist transportation on a network of
trails on Crown and Inuit Owned Land;
Storage of fuel for aircraft and camp use;

e Use of 2 trucks to transport materials to and from the airstrip.

Although the NIRB’s standard terms and conditions would undoubtedly be applied
should CAH continue to operate, QIA still has the following comments to share to
ensure that the land users in the region are respected and that the environment is
protected.
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Community Benefits

According to CAH, the Arctic Watch Lodge has been in operation since 1992. Recently,
residents of Resolute have become increasingly frustrated by the lack of community
involvement by the company. Over the past several years CAH has failed to meet with
residents of Resolute to discuss the operations at the Arctic Lodge. Most importantly,
residents are frustrated that there are no longer direct benefits to Resolute even
though the Lodge is operating no more than 80 kilometers away. CAH does not
currently offer any employment to local residents nor does it indicate any plans to do
so in the future. Furthermore, prior to the construction of the airstrip on Inuit Owned
Land, Arctic Watch Tourists would make a stopover in Resolute for refueling, offering
local businesses the opportunity to benefit. That practice has since been replaced by
the use of direct flights from Yellowknife, bypassing Resolute altogether.

As this project occurs during the summer months and so close to Resolute, it would be
very easy for CAH to put in place a summer student employment program to provide
valuable experience to some young local Inuit residents.

In addition to the fact that local Inuit are not benefiting from this project in any way,
many Resolute Community Lands and Resource Committee (CLARC) members feel that
the CAH operations have been having a detrimental effect on local wildlife populations.
QIA would like to point out that CAH activities are not only restricted to confines of the
Lodge and accommodations on site. Tourists visiting the CAH also use many trails and
waterways during their 1 to 2 week stays which undoubtedly cause an impact to local
populations of whales, muskox and caribou.

Community Consultation

As with all projects in the region, it is important that QIA and local residents are made
aware of ongoing project activities at regular intervals. QIA is of the opinion that
meeting with local residents goes a long way to reduce community unease with
projects. During meetings between QIA and the Resolute CLARC on July 22 and 23d
2013, there were many questions raised by community members related to the
current activities taking place at the Arctic Lodge. QIA feels that it is very important
that CAH meet with Resolute residents including the CLARC members prior to
operations beginning in a given year. Furthermore, it is of utmost importance that the
community is also given a briefing at the end of operations that includes a summary of
wildlife sightings and interactions. QIA also suggests that CAH make every effort to
schedule their project activities appropriately based on information acquired from
consultation with local residents, so as to ensure that project activities will not
interfere with Inuit wildlife harvesting or traditional land use activities.
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QIA would like to remind CAH that all Inuit have the free and unrestricted right of
access for the purpose of harvesting to all lands, water, and marine areas within the

ARNS*IC Nunavut Settlement Area as per section 5.7.16 of the Nunavut Land Claims Agreement
oacc® Ddo™
’ (NLCA).
Serving the

. Rees ot
S Itis also QIA’s suggestion that CAH employ a dedicated Inuit Wildlife Observer to work

AAES in camp to detect and mitigate wildlife impacts.
Arctic Bay
P*MLAC Inuit Owned Land Application
Cape Dorset
. QIA has given CAH a temporary authorization to operate its airstrip on Inuit Owned
b3 *ILA® Land while we wait for CAH to submit a complete IOL application for next year’s
Clyde River operations. Once that application is received it will be submitted to the NIRB for
screening. CAH has stated that they plan to attend a meeting with the Resolute CLARC
g"_f‘ %,CD:; on August 234 2013 to discuss the operations and identify any outstanding community
rise rior

concerns. QIA approval of the CAH 10L application is contingent on this meeting going
ahead as planned.
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Considering that Canadian Arctic Holidays Ltd. is currently operating without NIRB
A%b_SAC authorization QIA would appreciate if our comments and suggestions are adopted by
Igaluit NIRB within their Terms and Conditions should this project be accepted.
pLpC Should you require more information about these comments, do not hesitate to contact
Kimmirut Joel Fortier, QIA Environmental Assessment Coordinator, at jfortier@gia.ca or (867)
975-8430.
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b AAD® Director of Lands and Resources
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