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June 29, 2010

Tara Arko
Nunavut Impact Review Board
P.O. Box 1360
Cambridge Bay, Nunavut
X0B 0C0

Re: Land Use Application to NIRB, File No. 10YN049 – Ancient Ocean Conditions Belcher Islands project (Camile Partin)

Date due: July 2, 2010

Dear Tara Arko

The Department of Culture, Language, Elders and Youth (CLEY) has reviewed the documentation for the application of Camile Partin involving ancient rock formations at selected sites within the Belcher Islands. 

The department does not object to the application. However, the department urges the proponent to be sensitive to the prevalence of heritage resources in the proponent’s locations of research. The proponent identified 13 geological research sites: 10 sites located on Flaherty Island and three located on Tukarak Island. Twenty-five of the archaeological sites are close to the proponent’s five most northerly positioned research sites on Flaherty Island (near the community of Sanikiluaq).  Three other known archaeological sites are in the vicinity of the proponent’s southerly positioned research area on Tularak Island.  

Accordingly, the proponent must understand that it is their responsibility to ensure that no sites are disturbed in the course of activities. Should any additional sites or artifacts be encountered, the proponent must contact the Department of Culture, Language, Elders and Youth. All archaeological and palaeontological sites in Nunavut are protected by law.

Sincerely,
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Edward Atkinson, for

Douglas R. Stenton, PhD
Director, Culture and Heritage
Culture, Language, Elders and Youth
Government of Nunavut
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