DUNNEDIN VENTURES INC.

March 14, 2016

Davin St. Pierre

Technical Advisor

Nunavut Impact Review Board

P.O. Box 1360

Cambridge Bay, NU  X0B 0C0

Via electronic mail to: info@nirb.ca
Re: Response to comments received during NIRB’s screening of Dunnedin’s “Kahuna Diamond Project 2016” project proposal:
Dear Mr. St. Pierre:

Thank you for the opportunity to responds to comments received during the screening of Dunnedin Ventures Inc.’s Kahuna Diamond Project 2016 project proposal.

With respect to the comments from Indian and Northern Affairs Canada (INAC), the Aqigiq Hunters and Trappers Organization (HTO) and the Kivalliq Inuit Organization (KIA) including the Community Liaison Officer (CLO) in Chesterfield Inlet, Dunnedin would like to apologize that consultation efforts were not made prior to the preparation of the Project Proposal. It is not the intention of Dunnedin to not speak with the interested parties, rather we wish to engage in a meaningful manner and have contracted Denise Lockett to assist us. 

Comment: Meetings with the Hamlet, KIA CLARC and the HTO as well as all interested parties will be organized as soon as possible. It is our intention to discuss what is proposed for the exploration program, learn about issues and concerns and work together to develop a Wildlife Monitoring and Mitigation Plan.  It is only when Dunnedin and concerned stakeholders work together, that the project can be successful. 

Comments received from INAC regarding a helicopter use are taken very seriously and will be incorporated into the Wildlife Monitoring and Mitigation Plan in consultation with the HTO, the Hamlet and the KIA CLARC. 

Comments: helicopter advice will be discussed with the Hamlet and HTO and if there is agreement, they will be included in the Wildlife Monitoring and Mitigation Plan. INAC’s recommendation “to have flagging of the sample pit boundaries as necessary, should a safety hazard remain post contouring” will be adopted and Dunnedin thanks INAC for the recommendation.
The Government of Canada’s Department of Fisheries and Oceans (DFO) recommendation that Dunnedin following their guidelines. 
Comment: the recommendation is reasonable and will be undertaken. 

The Government of Nunavut’s comments and concerns regarding archaeological sites has also been noted.  Dunnedin appreciates the information that there is high potential for archaeological sites and is currently undertaking a literature review to determine if any previous explorers have conducted archaeological studies.  Any information from the Government of Nunavut’s Department of Culture and Heritage would be appreciated in this regard. In addition, at this very early stage, no drill site have been chosen, and no camp is proposed. Following the proposed till sampling program this year, and pending results from that work, drill locations could be chosen.  Once the number of drill holes and their locations is confirmed, this information will be shared with the Department of Culture and Heritage for their advice on archaeological sites.  Dunnedin will abide and respect the advice concerning the protection of heritage resources and archaeological sites.  


Comment: Currently a literature review is being undertaken to determine if any previous explorers have conducted an archaeological assessment. Dunnedin Ventures Inc. requests that if the Government of Nunavut Department of Culture and Heritage has any information on a previous archaeological assessment, that they please inform the company to avoid costly duplication.  If it is determined that none has previously been done, and once the company determines the number and locations of possible drill sites,  the information will be shared with the Department of Culture and Heritage to determine if an archaeological overview is required. 
Natural Resources Canada (NRCan) commented that an Explosives Permit be required for storage of explosives.

Comment: This has been noted.  

Attached please find a Draft Wildlife and Environment Monitoring and Mitigation Plan which will be reviewed with interested parties in Chesterfield Inlet and Rankin Inlet at our upcoming meetings.

Dunnedin Ventures Inc. operates with a high regard for the environment and will not tolerate harassment of wildlife by any employees or contractors.  In addition, there is a strict no drugs or alcohol policy for all employees and contractors.  We regret getting off on the wrong foot, especially in not consulting with the community prior to the application for permits and licences and hopes that by working together, we can once again move forward in a positive manner. 
Thank you once again for the opportunity to provide clarification and comment.

Sincerely,

Dunnedin Ventures Inc.

Chris Taylor,

President and CEO

Cc: Rick Kemp, Denise Lockett

Attachment: Draft Wildlife and Environment Monitoring and Mitigation Plan
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