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KWB Comments on NIRB screenings 15EN049 and 15EN050

The Kivalliq Wildlife Board (KWB) is aware that Hunters and Trappers Organizations (HTOs) from the Kivalliq Region with Nunavut Impact Review Board (NIRB) Screenings.  In the interests of addressing these concerns, the KWB makes the following recommendations.

Amaruq, Meadowbank, and Whitehills Project

Heritage Resources
According to a report by the Nunavut Planning Commission, all three projects are located in areas of important historic land use for Inuit from the Gary Lakes and Back River areas. The Baker Lake HTO has repeatedly expressed concern with the preservation of heritage resources (or “archaeological artefacts”) in the above project areas. The HTO is particularly concerned about damage to graves. According to a report by the Nunavut Planning Commission, all three projects are located in areas of important historic land use for Inuit from the Gary Lakes and Back River areas. The KWB is aware that AEM has been collecting IQ and undertaking archaeological studies of its project areas.
1. Project activity and personnel should be prohibited within 100m of gravesites.
1. AEM should provide a summary of the known heritage resources in the area (through western archeology and IQ).  AEM should also explain how it has changed project activities to mitigate the impacts on these heritage resources.

Inuit Land Use
The area north of Baker Lake in an area of important land use for Baker Lake Inuit. Caribou hunting, muskox hunting, fishing, furbearer hunting, camping, and travelling to the Kitikmeot region by snowmobile are just a few examples of the many ways Inuit from Baker Lake continue to use the project area today. KWB is aware that AEM has been collecting IQ about Inuit harvesting and land use near the project areas.
1. AEM should provide a summary of its knowledge of Inuit land use in/near the project area. AEM should also explain how it has changed project activities (for example, by changing the location or timing of some activities) to mitigate impacts on Inuit land use.


Caribou Habitat
According to GN collar data, the project area is heavily used for early fall migrations, rutting, and late fall migrations. Collar data also notes that caribou utilize the project area during the summer and late summer. Hunting caribou in/near the project area is an important subsistence activity, especially during the fall migration season.
1. There should be seasonal restrictions placed on project activities that are most disruptive to caribou (e.g. airborne geophysical surveys and other activities requiring low-flying helicopter traffic). These activities should be prohibited during the early fall migration, rutting, and late fall migration seasons.
1. All other project activities should cease when caribou approach during the early fall migratory season, rutting period, and late fall migration.

Road Dust
Hunters in Baker Lake have repeatedly notified NIRB that they are unhappy with the levels of dust produced by the all season access road to the Meadowbank gold mine. The Baker Lake HTO has stated that dust produced from the Meadowbank road is having significant impacts from the perspective of its members. The Baker Lake HTO is concerned that this problem will be made worse by the approval of the Amaruq all season road and increased exploration in the area. 

NIRB has issued project and conditions for the Meadowbank and Amaruq roads, directing AEM to supress dust on these roads. However, AEM has yet to suppress dust on the Meadowbank road, and has adopted a different “interpretation” of its terms and conditions. In its annual monitoring reports, NIRB has repeatedly directed AEM to begin suppressing dust on the Meadowbank road, with no results. 
1. AEM should comply with NIRB terms and conditions and apply dust suppressant to both the Meadowbank and Amaruq all season roads. At minimum, AEM should suppress dust on the sections of the Meadowbank road which are adjacent to important areas of Inuit land use.

Marine Shipping
Hunters in Chesterfield Inlet have repeatedly notified NIRB and other parties that the increased marine shipping through Chesterfield Inlet, associated with AEM’s activities, is having a significant seasonal impact on marine mammals. Hunters see very few marine mammals in Chesterfield Inlet during shipping season. This is clearly a cause of concern and frustration for many hunters, who now have to travel further to catch animals (at increased expense). If further mineral development takes place near Baker Lake, and the volume of shipping further increases, the impact to Chesterfield Inlet hunters may grow to an even larger magnitude.
1. Regulators should consider imposing a limit on the total number of ships and barges that can travel between Baker Lake and Chesterfield Inlet each season.
1. If feasible, regulators and the proponent should explore other technical mitigation measures to reduce the impact of marine shipping on marine mammals in Chesterfield Inlet.

Peter, Fox, and Parker Lakes Project

Inuit Land Use and Heritage
The project area includes areas of current and past Inuit land use.
1. AEM should provide a summary of the known heritage resources in the area (through western archeology and IQ).  AEM should also explain how it has changed project activities to mitigate the impacts on these heritage resources.
1. AEM should provide a summary of its knowledge of Inuit land use in/near the project area. AEM should also explain how it has changed project activities (for example, by changing the location or timing of some activities) to mitigate impacts on Inuit land use.

Caribou Habitat
[bookmark: _GoBack]According to GN collar data, aspects of the project appear to lie within the calving grounds of the Qamanirjuaq caribou herd. Post-calving is widely acknowledged as a particularly sensitive time in a caribou’s lifecycle. Post-calving grounds are likewise acknowledged as particularly important habitat for major caribou herds. 
1. Seasonal shutdowns of all project activities located within post-calving grounds during post-calving season should be required. 
1. Activity outside of the recognized post-calving grounds should cease if/when caribou approach.

According to the Baker Lake and Chesterfield Inlet HTOs, caribou herds migrate through these areas during the late spring and late summer. According to GN collar data, caribou make use of the project areas during the spring, and significant use of the area in the summer, and late summer periods. These migrations are very important to hunters in these communities – Qamanirjuaq caribou migrate through the project area in spring, and reach numerous important hunting areas for Baker Lake and Chesterfield Inlet hunters. As Baker Lake is an inland community, disruption to the Qamanirjuaq caribou herd’s migration to the community could have a very significant impact on the local hunting economy.

1. Seasonal restrictions should be imposed on some project activities during migration seasons (e.g. airborne geophysical surveys and other particularly disruptive activities should be prohibited during migration season, etc.)
1. All project activities should cease when caribou migrate through the area. 



Footer to change…
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