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Before Igloolik: Exploring Inuit Settlement and Subsistence in the Early 20th Century 

 

Between late July and mid-August 2018, I will carry out a small research project on historic Inuit life at the 

now-abandoned historic village site Avvajja (NiHg-1), nearby to Igloolik. Based upon information I have 

gathered from local elders’ accounts and historical records, it is clear Avvajja was one of the most important 

sites in the region immediately before the establishment of the modern community (Igloolik).  Along with a 

small field crew of between one and three field assistants and an Inuk high-school student (who will be trained 

in mapping techniques and paid an honorarium), I hope to achieve the following at Avvajja: 

 

1. On-site consultation with Iglulingmiut elders who have firsthand knowledge of life at the site; 

 

2. Detailed mapping of the Inuit-built sod house features at the site, as well as the Tuniit houses 

located nearby; and 

 

3. Limited archaeological testing of parts of the site identified by elders as places where animal bones 

and other food waste were deposited. 

 

The crew will travel to Avvajja by boat, and will maintain a small campsite for the duration of the project 

(approx. four weeks). Our impacts on the cultural heritage at the site and the land itself will be minimal.  At 

every stage of the work—from the design of the project to interpretation of the results—I hope to involve Inuit 

in meaningful ways.  I understand the deep connection many Iglulingmiut elders have to these recently 

occupied places, and I am interested in learning more about them through Inuit Qaujimajatuqangit.  I believe 

promoting elders’ knowledge of the site both within and beyond Nunavut, as well as learning more about 

hunting and diets at the site through scientific methods, would be greatly beneficial to Iglulingmiut.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

Dr. Sean Paul Alcide Desjardins 

 
Arctic Centre 

University of Groningen 

Aweg 30 

9718 CW Groningen 

The Netherlands 

Phone: +31 (0)6 293 18 101 

E-mail: s.p.a.desjardins@rug.nl 
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ᐃᒡᓗᓕᖃᖅᑳᖅᑎᓐᓇᒍ: ᕿᒥᕐᕈᐊᕐᓂᖅ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᓄᓇᒋᔭᐅᕙᓪᓕᐊᔪᓂᒃ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐊᓐᓇᒃᓯᒪᔪᑦ 1900 

ᐱᒋᐊᓕᓵᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ  

 

ᔪᓚᐃ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᕿᑎᐊᓂ ᐅᒡᒍᓯ 2018, ᐊᖏᓗᐊᙱᑦᑐᒥᑦ ᓱᓇᒃᑯᑖᓂᒃ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᕐᓂᖅ ᐱᓕᕆᔅᓴᖃᕐᓂᐊᖅᑐᖓ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ 

ᖃᖓᓂᑕᐃᑦ ᐃᓅᓯᖏᓐᓂ ᐃᓄᖃᕈᓐᓃᖅᓯᒪᔪᒥ ᓇᔪᕐᕕᖓ ᐊᕝᕙᔾᔭᒥ, (NiHg-1), ᐃᒡᓗᓕᐅᑉ ᖃᓂᖓᓂ. ᐊᑐᕐᓗᒋᑦ 

ᑐᑭᓯᐊᔾᔪᑎᔅᓴᐃᑦ ᑲᑎᖅᓱᓚᐅᖅᑕᒃᑲ ᐃᓐᓇᕐᓂᑦ ᐃᖅᑲᐅᒪᔭᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᖃᖓᓂᑕᓂᒃ ᑐᖅᑯᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᓂᑦ, ᓇᓗᓇᙱᑦᑐᑦ 

ᐊᕝᕙᔾᔭ ᐱᒻᒪᕆᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ ᓇᔪᕐᕕᒋᔭᐅᓪᓗᓂ ᓄᓇᒋᔭᐅᔪᒥ ᓄᓇᖃᖅᑳᖅᑎᓐᓇᒍ ᓄᓇᒋᔭᐅᓕᖅᑐᖅ (ᐃᒡᓗᓕᒃ).  ᐱᖃᑎᒋᓗᒋᑦ 

ᐊᒥᓲᙱᑦᑐᑦ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑏᑦ ᐊᑕᐅᓯᒥᑦ ᐱᖓᓱᓂᓪᓘᓐᓃᑦ ᐃᑲᔪᖅᑎᔅᓴᓂᒃ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐃᓄᒃ ᖁᑦᑎᓐᓂᖅᓴᒃᑯᑦ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑐᒥᒃ 

(ᐃᓕᑎᑕᐅᓂᐊᖅᑐᖅ ᓄᓇᙳᐊᓕᐅᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐊᑭᓕᖅᑕᐅᓗᓂ), ᐅᑯᐊ ᐱᐊᓂᒍᒪᒐᐊᖅᑕᒃᑲ ᐊᕝᕙᔾᔭᒥ: 

 

1. ᓇᔪᕐᕕᒻᒥ ᐅᖃᖃᑎᒌᖕᓂᖅ ᐃᒡᓗᓕᒻᒥᐅᑕᓂᒃ ᐃᓐᓇᕐᓂᒃ ᖃᐅᔨᒪᔪᓂᒃ ᐃᓅᓯᕆᔭᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᒥ ᓇᔪᕐᕕᒻᒥ;  

 

2. ᑐᑭᖃᑦᑎᐊᖅᑐᒥᒃ ᓄᓇᙳᐊᓕᐅᕐᓂᖅ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᖃᕐᒪᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᐋᖅᑭᒃᓯᒪᓂᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᓇᔪᕐᕕᒻᒥ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᑐᓃᑦ 

ᐃᓪᓗᖏᓐᓂᑦ ᖃᓂᒋᔭᐅᔪᑦ ᓇᔪᕐᕕᒻᒥ; ᐊᒻᒪᓗ   

 

3. ᑭᒡᓕᖃᖅᑐᒃᑯᑦ ᐃᑦᑕᕐᓂᑕᓕᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᕐᓂᖅ ᐃᓚᖏᓐᓂ ᓇᔪᕐᕕᐅᔪᓂ ᓇᓗᓇᐃᖅᑕᐅᔪᑦ ᐃᓐᓇᕐᓂᑦ ᓂᕐᔪᑎᒥᓃᑦ 

ᓴᐅᓂᖏᓐᓂᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐊᓯᖏᑦ ᓂᕿᒥᓃᑦ ᐃᓕᑕᐅᓯᒪᓂᖏᓐᓄᑦ.  

 

ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑏᑦ ᐃᖏᕐᕋᓂᐊᖅᑐᑦ ᐊᕝᕙᔾᔭᒧᑦ  ᐅᒥᐊᒃᑯᑦ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᑕᒻᒫᕐᕕᖃᕐᓗᑕ ᒥᑭᔪᒥᒃ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᕆᓪᓗᑎᒃᑯ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᒡᓴᖅ 

(ᐃᒻᒪᖄ ᑎᓴᒪᐃᑦ ᐱᓇᓱᐊᕈᓰᑦ). ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᔭᕗᑦ ᐃᑦᑕᕐᓂᑕᒥ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓄᓇᒥ ᒥᑭᓐᓂᐊᖅᑐᑦ. ᐱᓕᕆᐊᕆᔭᑦᑎᓐᓂ-

ᐋᖅᑭᒃᓱᐃᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᔅᓴᒧᑦ ᑐᑭᓕᐊᕐᓗᒋᑦ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᓄᑦ-ᓂᕆᐅᒃᑐᖓ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖃᑎᒋᓗᒋᑦ 

ᐃᑉᐱᓐᓇᑦᑎᐊᖅᑐᒃᑯᑦ. ᑐᑭᓯᐊᔪᖓ ᐃᑉᐱᒋᔭᐅᓂᖏᑦ ᐱᒻᒪᕆᐅᔪᒃᑯᑦ ᐃᒡᓗᓕᒻᒥᐅᓄᑦ ᐃᓐᓇᖏᓐᓂᑦ ᓄᓇᒋᔭᐅᓯᒪᔪᓂᒃ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 

ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᒃᑲᓐᓂᕈᒪᔪᖓ ᐃᒡᓗᓕᒻᒥᐅᑕᓂᒃ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᖃᐅᔨᒪᔭᑐᖃᖏᑎᒍᑦ. ᐅᑉᐱᕈᓱᒃᑐᖓ ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᑎᑦᑎᓗᓂ ᐃᓐᓇᐃᑦ 

ᖃᐅᔨᒪᔭᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᓇᔪᕐᕕᐅᑉ ᐃᓗᐊᓂ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓄᓇᕗᓕᒫᓂ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᒃᑲᓐᓂᕐᓗᖓ ᐊᓯᕙᓐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 

ᓂᕿᒋᔭᐅᕙᒃᑐᓂᒃ ᓱᓇᒃᑯᑖᓂᒃ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᕐᓂᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᑐᕐᓗᖓ, ᐊᑑᑎᖃᒻᒪᕆᖕᓂᐊᖅᑐᑦ ᐃᒡᓗᓕᒻᒥᐅᑕᓄᑦ.  

 

ᐃᑉᐱᒋᓂᒃᑯᑦ ᑎᑎᕋᖅᑐᖅ, 

 

ᑖᑐ ᓰ ᐹᓪ ᐊᓪᓴᐃᑦ ᑎᔅᔭᑎᓐᔅ  

 

Arctic Centre 

University of Groningen 

Aweg 30 

9718 CW Groningen 

The Netherlands 

ᐅᖄᓚᐅᑎ: +31 (0)6 293 18 101 

ᖃᕋᓴᐅᔭᒃᑯᑦ: s.p.a.desjardins@rug.nl 
 


