Monitoring Seasonal Environmental Change in Rivers of the Kitikmeot Region 
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The development of research capacity in local Nunavut communities is a major priority of this project. Observational data generated in this study will be made available to the communities of Kugluktuk and Cambridge Bay. In addition, interpretation of the observations will be discussed at the local Hunters and Trappers Organization meetings, with students at Kugluktuk and Cambridge Bay High Schools, and during other community meetings as opportunity allows. 

Observations generated in this project will contribute directly to a larger campaign to collect marine and terrestrial observations on the present state of the Kitikmeot Marine Region and directly inform Polar Knowledge Canada’s research priorities in this region. This proposed project will mark the first steps to develop in-situ observational arrays for future use by local communities to continue monitoring local rivers. Lessons learned during the development, deployment, and recovery of the river mooring arrays will provide crucial information to develop more sophisticated in-situ observational platforms with direct input by the community data users. Future applications will include other communities in Nunavut, as well as more remote locations through the Canadian high Arctic.
