APPENDIX A – 
Project Title - Canadian Wildlife Service – Permit Application for m/v LE SOLEAL
Applicant: m/v LE SOLEAL
     c/o F.K. Warren Ltd.
     Kate Smith, Operations Manager
     2000 Barrington St., suite 920, Halifax, NS, B3J 3K1, Canada
     902-423-8136     ops@fkwarren.ca  

Number of Personnel / Project Objective / Project Location
Compagnie du Ponant's French flagged small cruise vessel m/v LE SOLEAL will be making the following Arctic cruises in 2018: 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Kangerlusuaq, Greenland to Kangerlusuaq, Greenland from July 29th, 2018 to August 14th, 2018.  
Kangerlusuaq, Greenland to Kangerlusuaq, Greenland from August 14th, 2018 to August 27th, 2018.  
Kangerlusuaq, Greenland to Nome, Alaska from August 27th, 2018 to September 18th, 2018.  

The vessel specializes in luxury adventure cruising and carries a maximum of 264 passengers and 139 crew members. The passengers are predominately French nationals and the crew are a mix of French, Philippine, Indonesian and Mauritian nationalities.

During this cruise, the vessel will be stopping at various locations in Nunavut. These locations can be found on the attached itinerary and map.

Proposed date and duration of visit to each protected area
The vessel will be calling the following protected areas in 2018: 
Niginganiq National Wildlife Area (Isabella Bay) – Wednesday, August 1st, 2018 from 1400Hrs to 1600Hrs

Nirjutiqarvik National Wildlife Area (Coburg Island) – Saturday, August 4th, 2018 from 1700Hrs to 1800Hrs

Niginganiq National Wildlife Area (Isabella Bay) – Saturday, August 25th, 2018 from 0700Hrs to 1100Hrs

Prince Leopold Island Migratory Bird Sanctuary – September 3 or 4, 2018 (sailing only)

Queen Maud Gulf – September 7, 2018 (sailing only)

Method of Transportation / Summary of Activities and Rationale
Approximately 6 to 10 Zodiacs would be transporting passengers between the cruise vessel and shore at one time.  No more than 100 people would be ashore at one time. This number can be reduced if required.

The vessel will either anchor or simply stop offshore of the seabird colonies at the minimum safe distance where there is less chance of impacting wildlife and the vessel safety and passenger and crew safety will not be compromised. The final determination can only be made on the day of arrival and is influenced by numerous factors including weather, sea state, presence of wildlife, presence of ice, passenger, crew and vessel safety, etc.

Once passengers are landed ashore, they will be able to explore the location they are visiting in small groups. They will be assisted by crew members who are trained guides and naturalists that will provide safety guidance and information on the environment. The information supplied is specific to each location and is made in an effort to afford protection and conservation of the locations visited. Passengers will be instructed on where they should go, what to avoid and what is and isn't acceptable so as to avoid causing damage to any sites or to the environment they are visiting. The utmost care will be taken to provide an informative and positive experience without disruptive consequences. Crew members will also be stationed to provide a Polar Bear watch for passenger safety. Any firearms these crew will carry will be properly documented with the Canadian Border Service Agency (CBSA).
Passenger and crew member involvement at these remote ports of call is meant for the purpose of personal interest and the activity undertaken will be confined to sightseeing only. No flora, fauna, soil, artifacts, remains or other material will be disturbed or collected for research purposes. As well, no structures will be erected and no equipment or other debris will be left ashore. The LE SOLEAL is a cruise vessel providing adventure tourism opportunities to its passengers and is not a research or education vessel.
Waste Disposal / Potential Environmental Impacts
LE SOLEAL is equipped with a GMDSS emergency communication system and a satellite weather system, receiving real-time satellite images of weather and ice conditions in the area. The vessel also employs the latest environmental practices and technology which conform to the “Clean" ship standard (meets or exceeds all IMO, EPA and IATO operating standards), including using the cleanest-burning marine gas oil fuel and a state-of-the-art positioning system that eliminates the need for dropping anchor in fragile marine reserves. All waste, waste water and waste oil generated will be retained onboard until a port with suitable discharge facilities is available and the vessel will only intake seawater for desalination in order to provide potable water for onboard consumption. 

The intention for the majority of calls is to either anchor or stop offshore and land passengers ashore using the vessel's Zodiacs. The vessel carries a fleet of 10 to 12 seat Zodiacs, which allow passengers to explore remote shores where there are no docking arrangements. They can nimbly cruise alongside coastlines, landscapes, ice formations and wildlife without disturbing the natural environment. LE SOLEAL's Zodiacs feature fuel-efficient motors that comply with all environmental protection standards. 
Measures to Avoid Dangerous Wildlife Encounters
The crew on board the cruise vessel are well versed in measures to avoid dangerous wildlife encounters.  They keep watch for dangerous animals, and will not approach land if dangerous wildlife is spotted ashore.  When ashore, food is not left unattended (if brought ashore at all).  The crew have a system in place to safely and efficiently move passengers back to the vessel by zodiac should they spot dangerous wildlife.  
Community Consultation
As agent for the cruise line, we works closely with Department of Economic Development and Transportation, Government of Nunavut to ensure all proper procedures are followed, and that all required permits are in place.  We will be contacting the communities / organizations over the next few weeks to finalize arrangements for the vessel’s cruise. 
The cruise line and vessel’s crew are very experienced and will do the utmost to minimize any potential impact to the environment, and more specifically seabird chicks in these protected areas. The cruise line is accomplished in organizing cruise in the Antarctic, White Sea, Arctic and Greenland for more than 15 years and is very sensitive to the unique attention required to the environmental areas the vessel travels within.



The Ninginganiq Area Co-management Committe (N-ACMC) (which co-manages the Ninginganiq National Wildlife Area) has asked previous applicants how they would proceed when viewing bowhead whales? 
The vessel will follow the guidelines adopted by the N-ACMC.

Ninginganiq ACMC (N-ACMC)
- The attached map shows areas where the N-ACMC recommends that cruise ships do NOT anchor.  
This will be followed. Please note that the vessel holds the “Clean” ship label. It is equipped with dynamic positioning so that it doesn’t have to anchor in order to stop at a location. 
- Will there be an Inuit guide(s)/observer(s) on board?  If so, can you provide a list of names of the Inuit guide(s)/observer(s)? 
No, but the Expedition Leader has experience with Inuit culture and language in the arctic region.
- To photograph the activity at Ninginganiq.  The N-ACMC would like an idea of what happens on the cruise ships and what happens when people are on zodiacs. 
The vessel will conduct a scenic cruise of the area lasting approximately 30 minutes in length (weather permitting). Passengers will be on the outside decks taking pictures and the expedition team will be making comments about the area such as the history, ethnology, geology, and wildlife. Once the vessel stops, the Zodiacs will be prepared in order to take passengers on a Zodiac cruise. Zodiac cruising is always done in convoy and is assisted by a rescue Zodiac. It lasts approximately 45 minutes and is also weather permitting. If wind and sea conditions are favourable, passengers will be permitted to land ashore in select areas for a short time. For the most part, passengers simply enjoy the ride, take pictures and receive comments from expedition team members that are in each Zodiac. The Zodiac cruises are always performed at safe distance from wildlife, cliffs, rocks, etc. The vessel is equipped with sonar in order to avoid any potential undersea dangers and each Zodiac is equipped with radio GPS for constant communications between the vessel and Zodiacs. The cruise line, passengers and crew are well aware of the required code of conduct in the presence of wildlife, especially whales and nesting birds and the expedition teams usually consist of 2 ornithologists. 
The cruise line’s policy is minor impact. Nothing will be brought ashore or left behind. This includes of course flora, rocks, feathers, bones, etc. Passengers receive daily briefings on the locations they will be visiting and are always in the company of the expedition team when ashore. The expedition team are highly skilled and experienced specialists who closely oversee the movement and conduct of passengers while in the Zodiacs and on shore. 
Please also note that there will be a Canadian Ice Navigator onboard at all times. He is familiar with the area and the unique requirements for sailing within Arctic waters. The vessel’s Master and officers have also previously sailed in polar regions for several years and are well aware of the sensitive environments they are cruising within.
- To confirm that the Whale Watching Guidelines from the NOAA are observed.  They expect that the 100 metre distance from bowhead whales will be maintained during the visit. 
 This will be followed. Please note that the cruise line is an IAATO member and AECO supportive. They are well aware of approach regulations and distances for viewing wildlife and can ensure that these guidelines will be carefully followed. The Expedition Leader is well aware of these guidelines and the expedition team includes international marine mammal specialists. 
APPENDIX B
Species at Risk found within proposed project area:
· Atlantic Cod
· Atlantic Walrus
· Atlantic Wolfish
· Barren-ground Caribou
· Beluga Whale
· Bowhead Whale
· Buff-breasted Sandpiper
· Eskimo Curlew
· Felt-leaf Willow
· Grey Whale
· Grizzly Bear
· Harlequin Duck
· Horned Grebe
· Ivory Gull
· Killer Whale
· Narwhal
· Northern Wolfish
· Peary Caribou
· Peregrine Falcon
· Polar Bear
· Porsild’s Bryum
· Red Knot islandica subspecies
· Red Knot rufa subspecies
· Ross’s Gull
· Roundnose Grenadier
· Rusty Blackbird
· Short-eared Owl
· Spotted Wolfish
· Thorny Skate
· Wolverine







