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Keith Morrison
Technical Advisor II
Nunavut Impact Review Board
P.O. Box 1360
Cambridge Bay, NU X0B 0C0


Dear Mr. Morrison,

Re: 	Notice of Screening and Comment Request for Government of Nunavut’s “UnderSea Fibre Optic Cable Installation” Project Proposal


Innovation, Science and Economic Development Canada (ISED) would like to thank the Nunavut Impact Review Board (NIRB) for the opportunity to provide comments on the Government of Nunavut’s application for the “UnderSea Fibre Optic Cable Installation” project (the project). In response to NIRB’s request, ISED is providing the following response.

[bookmark: _GoBack]As stated under section 17 of the Telecommunications Act, an International Submarine Cable Licence is required for the construction and operation of an international submarine cable. As stipulated under the International Submarine Cable Licence Regulations section 4(e) an application for an International Submarine Cable Licence shall include documentation indicating compliance with the requirements set out in the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act, which was repealed and replaced by the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act 2012 (CEAA2012). Specifically, for a project carried out on “federal lands”, as defined under CEAA2012, an assessment of the potential environmental impacts of the project on federal lands must first be undertaken as per Section 67 of CEAA2012. Under section 67 of CEAA2012, a “…[federal] authority must not carry out a project on federal lands, or exercise any power or perform any duty or function conferred on it under any Act of Parliament…that would permit a project to be carried out….unless the authority determines that the carrying out of the project is not likely to cause significant adverse environmental effects.”.

Fulfillment of the requirement under the Telecommunications Act and the International Submarine Cable Licence Regulations does not relieve an applicant of any obligations imposed by any other statutory authority.

 ISED looks forward to working with NIRB and the proponent through future phases of the project.

Sincerely 

Pam Miller 
Director General
Telecom and Internet Policy Branch
Innovation, Science and Economic Development
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