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February 4, 2019 
 
Natasha Lear 
Manager, Technical Administration 
Nunavut Impact Review Board 
P.O Box 1360 
Cambridge Bay, NU   X0B 0C0 

Sent VIA Email: info@nirb.ca 
 

 
 
RE:  Notice of Screening for and Comment Request for North Arrow Minerals 
Inc.’s “Mel Project” Proposal (16EN062) 
 
Dear Natasha Lear, 
 
On behalf of the Government of Nunavut (GN), I would like to thank the Nunavut Impact 
Review Board (NIRB) for the opportunity to provide comments on North Arrow Minerals 
Inc.’s “Mel Project” proposals. The GN reviewed the proposed project and has prepared 
2 comments (see Appendix) for your consideration. 
 
Should you have any concerns with our comments, please contact me by phone at  
867-975-7808 or by email at cspencer@gov.nu.ca. 
 
Qujannamiik, 
 
 
[Original Signed By] 
 
 
Chris Spencer 
Avatiliriniq Coordinator 
Government of Nunavut

mailto:info@nirb.ca
mailto:cspencer@gov.nu.ca
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Appendix 
 

GN-01: Hazardous Waste Contact Information 

Department Environment 

Organization Government of Nunavut 

Subject/Topic Hazardous Waste Manifest Contact Information 

References North Arrow Minerals Inc. Mel Project – Spill Contingency Plan, October 
2016 

CONCERNS 

The contact information for hazardous waste manifests should be updated. 

SUGGESTIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

Please remove Robert Eno as the primary contact and replace with: 
 
Environmental Protection Division, Department of Environment 
Phone: (867) 975-7700 
Email: environmentalprotection@gov.nu.ca 
 
Future correspondence should be sent to the above email to ensure a timely response. 

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS 

N/A 

  

mailto:environmentalprotection@gov.nu.ca
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GN-02: Archaeological Considerations 

Department Culture and Heritage 

Organization Government of Nunavut 

Subject/Topic Archaeological Considerations  

References NIRB Notice of Screening 

CONCERNS 

A search of the Nunavut Archaeological Site Database indicates that there are no recorded 
archaeological sites in the proposed exploration area. This however does not preclude the 
presence of unidentified sites or cultural features as to this day no systematic archaeological 
reconnaissance has been conducted in this area. 
  
The proponent plans an extension of activities for the existing exploration program from 2019 
through 2024. The proposed land use activities include the building of an incinerator, use of 
campsite, drilling, sampling, prospecting and geophysics in six claim locations. The Department 
of Culture and Heritage is concerned with the amount of ground disturbance that can occur 
from an unspecified amount of drilling activity during the duration of the project.   
 
Furthermore, the proposed exploration area is located in prime caribou hunting ground that has 
been traditionally used and continued to be used extensively by both Iglulingmiut and people 
from Hall Beach. Although not yet recorded, this general area is clustered with archaeological 
sites attesting of the intensity of use over several millennia.   

SUGGESTIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

On the basis that no archaeology surveys have been conducted in the proposed exploration 
areas and that potential for the presence of archaeological resources is extremely high the 
Department of Culture and Heritage recommends that a field archaeology assessment program 
be initiated prior to any land disturbance activities.  
 
The 2019-2024 archaeological field program should consist of the:   

1) Assessment of the complete footprint of the camp and incinerator area and associated 
components (heliport, roads, etc.);  

2) Assessment of any drilling locations (50 m radius) and water-hose route to the closest 
water source intake;  

3) Assessment of any sampling, prospecting, and all other locations where land 
disturbance activities are planned to occur.  

 
Thorough archaeological assessment will assist in determining the archaeological potential of 
the area and formulating mitigation plans for any archaeological resources that will be affected 
by the development. 
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No activities be conducted in the vicinity (50 m buffer zone) of any archaeological/historical 
sites. If archaeological sites or features are encountered, activities should immediately be 
interrupted and moved away from this location. Each site encountered needs to be recorded 
and reported to our office.  

 

All archaeological and palaeontological sites in Nunavut are protected by law. The applicant 
must understand that it is their responsibility to ensure that no heritage resource sites are 
disturbed in the course of their activities.  No person shall alter, or otherwise disturb an 
archaeological site, or remove any artifact from an archaeological site. Moreover, the building 
of inuksuit is not recommended. 

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS 

N/A 

 


