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CIRNAC’s Role in NIRB 

Assessment
• Responsible Minister: Has

decision-making role under the 

Nunavut Agreement and Nunavut 

Planning and Project Assessment 

Act

• Intervenor: Provides advice

• Regulator: Administers Crown 

land, inspects and enforces terms 

and conditions of approved 

projects

• Duty to Consult: The responsible 

Minister must ensure the duty to 

consult with Indigenous groups 

has been met before deciding on 

the Meliadine Extension project 

proposal 
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Consultation and the NIRB 

Process

• The Government of Canada relies on 

the NIRB’s assessment process to 

assist with fulfilling the duty to consult 

• The NIRB’s process provides 

Indigenous groups with opportunities 

to express their concerns about a 

project, including related impacts on 

Rights 

- Participant funding is provided 

for the project to support 

meaningful participation

• The Government of Canada connects 

with the designated Inuit 

organizations, Indigenous groups and 

the Government of Nunavut after 

NIRB’s report and recommendations 

are issued
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CIRNAC provides information 

according to its mandate in

the following areas:

• Environmental impact 

assessment methodology and 

best practices assessment

• Surface water quality and 

quantity 

• Groundwater quality and quantity

• Marine water quality as affected 

by activities on the land

• Permafrost

• Vegetation

• Waste management

• Crown land contamination
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Summary of CIRNAC’s 

participation

• Scoping and Information Sessions 

• Review of Final Environmental 

Impact Statement Addendum

o Submitted 15 Information 

Requests and seven Technical 

Review Comments

o Had two bilateral meetings with 

Agnico Eagle

o Participated in Technical 

Meeting 

• 1st Pre-Hearing Conference and 

Community Roundtable

• 2nd Pre-Hearing Conference

• Public Hearing



Resolved concerns
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• TRC #5: Total Dissolved 

Solids (TDS) 

Concentrations in 

Collection Pond 1 (CP1)

o CIRNAC requested that Agnico 

Eagle present a detailed 

quantitative description of the 

factors that resulted in predicted 

TDS concentrations in CP1 

being reduced by more than 70 

per cent under the proposed 

Meliadine Extension 

▪ Agnico Eagle provided the 

requested information



Resolved concerns
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• TRC #6: Post-Closure 

Arsenic Loadings from 

Saline Pond B7 to Tiri Pit 

Lake

o CIRNAC requested that Agnico 

Eagle submit an updated Water 

Quality and Water Balance 

Model and present the 

sensitivity analyses to confirm 

that post-closure arsenic 

concentrations in the Tiri Pit 

Lake and other water bodies 

will not be substantially greater 

than predicted

▪ Agnico Eagle provided the 

requested information



Resolved concerns
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• TRC #7: Post-Closure 

Seepage Quality from 

Reclaimed Areas

o CIRNAC requested that Agnico 

Eagle develop a more 

conservative estimate of potential 

contaminants coming from 

reclaimed areas of the site and 

update the water quality models 

to provide evidence that the 

seepage from reclaimed areas 

will revert to the original water 

quality at closure

▪ CIRNAC will pursue the issue 

during review of future versions of 

the Interim Closure and 

Reclamation Plan for the site



Concerns resolved with 

commitments by Agnico 

Eagle

9

• TRC #1: Discovery Waterline

o CIRNAC recommends that, if 

approved, relevant terms and 

conditions in the Project Certificate 

be revised to include a requirement 

that the Discovery waterline be 

designed, constructed, and operated 

in a fashion that implements the 

same environmental impact controls 

as are required for the approved 

waterline from the Meliadine Mine to 

Itivia Harbour. 

• Agnico Eagle’s commitment to the 

suggested Terms and Conditions 

revisions resolves this concern  



Concerns resolved with 

commitments by Agnico 

Eagle
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• TRC #2: In-Pit Disposal of 

Tailings and/or Waste Rock

o CIRNAC proposes a new term and 

condition be incorporated into Project 

Certificate requiring Agnico Eagle to 

submit additional analyses to the 

Nunavut Water Board for review and 

approval before in-pit disposal of 

tailings or waste rock 

▪ CIRNAC considers the issue to be 

resolved conditionally



Concerns resolved with 

commitments by Agnico 

Eagle
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• TRC #3: Temporary Storage of 

Saline and Surface Contact 

Water in Pits

o CIRNAC requested that Agnico Eagle 

provide operational details on the 

storage of water in pits and pit-

specific quantitative analysis of 

interactions between stored water and 

the groundwater system

▪ The issue is resolved conditionally, 

provided that Agnico Eagle commits 

to submitting this information as 

evidence to the Nunavut Water 

Board’s ongoing Meliadine Extension 

Water Licence Amendment process 



Concerns resolved with 

commitments by Agnico 

Eagle
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• TRC #4: Minimizing Discharges 

to Meliadine Lake

o CIRNAC requested that Agnico 

Eagle indicate what steps will be 

taken to minimize or eliminate 

discharges to Meliadine Lake 

• Agnico Eagle maintains that the 

proposed Meliadine Lake discharge 

volumes were assessed previously. 

CIRNAC strongly encourages 

Agnico Eagle to take action to 

address the Kivalliq Inuit 

Association’s request to minimize 

discharges to Meliadine Lake



Conclusions

• CIRNAC identified areas of 

concern and Agnico Eagle 

provided required information 

and/or made commitments to 

address them

• Agnico Eagle’s responses and 

commitments have sufficiently 

addressed CIRNAC’s concerns 

for the purposes of NIRB’s 

Environmental Assessment 

process

13



14

ᖁᔭᓐᓇᒦᒃ

ᒪcᓇ

Koana

Thank you

Merci
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