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• AD communities share Nuhenéné, our
lands, with the Qamanirjuaq Caribou

• Athabasca Denesqliné NéNé SJC
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Introduction
The Athabasca Denesi.$iné NéNé Land
Corporation (ADNLC) represents the three Dp,)flCfla_
Athabasca Denesiliné (AD) First Nations of
Fond du Lac, Black Lake, and Hatchet
Lake.
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• 1hé awingarl posrcaMng-grounds are
places that Athabasca Denest4liné (AD) have
been taught are sacred and must be
respected. These are locations where the
herd is particularly vulnerable.

• The Qamanirjuaq herd is declining and has
been assessed as “medium-high vulnerability”
by the Beverly & Qamanirjuaq Caribou
Management Board

• <L

Athabasca Denesi$iné
(AD)

LLcbflCL<flb
-cb <rccc

• <rccc <r<-i LL

bC>r’L’c “cpn<LbdccdcnbDrc

b)cbC%cbJc”y A13’c— <LL
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We are caribou people
D0oC AbnrthJc

I

We
DO...oc A...obflroJJc

This is about our future generations.
We have lived with the caribou since
time immemorial.

-Athabasca Denesiliné member

CL°o.. Aflb”D
LbcLLnA.

CtxYLo-’lJ DbJcrc bb(Thb1OJ

— r* Athabasca Denes4liné-d..c

• Our communities are fundamentally
interconnected with the Qamanii]uaq
caribou herd and rely on the herd for food
security, and to continue our way of life.

• <bD<,cbcbflcbCfl<cbDC

bLo-+l’ Jb)C <rc-c <LL

<JSbCCC JbJC <rscc
Pb’o-<C, <LL bfl°o-<J

• Any impacts that contribute to population
decline will have a direct and severe
adverse impact on our people, rights,
culture, and way of life.

• JC <bJSb->C

AV1DF’
bJsbcbc0<cbJc L.odfl<fl\c,

Asbcd <LL

%r’a.-oc.
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A<rcDc .1LL cb<,.J.rc

lrccc ACSb?%ô-cbDc.
bob<r

<rcctc ACb?ôt’<C, boc-o-<LM)
cb>LrcD%L, )b)?flb<C, SocbDJC

yc0cjc

bacL’Lo JbJAC

- Athabasca Denesqliné-F ..rc <DbCCbJb

We are caribou peopi
DOoC tibflfrdJC

The Western herd and the Northern herds are
gone. They don’t come to our territories anymore.
If the Eastern herd goes, I don’t know what would
happen. If the caribou disappear, we’d have a
hard time surviving.. We need to protect the East
Caribou.

- Athabasca Denesi$iné Land User

Specific Comments and Recommendations
AC>dC Vb>r’> <LL LàDC>

The AD do not support additional
development in the post-calving and
calving grounds, and do not support
extending the life of the mine.

AD AbDCDC
ccbn,rc 1cr>oC <LL
cc>&c <LL bDCDC
>tJr<cbc>o<c0L >c-L<<

Specific Comments:
1. New information on overlap with

caribou calving and post-calving
grounds needs to be assessed

2. Wind turbines too risky
3. Terrestrial Advisory Group

AC>]c >cb>)>c:

,

-b DPLflo- ‘bcLoo
DbD .ILL2

rL>cofl2PC
cbC1cbqOc

2. ‘LonJ’ bM’flC> Jn1Q.yc1SDC

3. TCL
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aribou monitoring and protection not adequW
DOob cb> <L r yo>’5 L[fcDcb

• Analysis of changing overlap of the
calving and post-calving grounds with
the mine and Regional StudyArea
were not provided until May 23, 2023

• The 2022 and 2014 FEIS did not
consider impacts to caribou in the
context of the increased overlap with
post-calving and calving grounds

• cb>L.tosb 4J<%JSbJo-b <bJcbcrQ.c
<LL t->,

>bçcJc <LL bo-DF b>’]
J->>flJ Pr”<cr 23-F, 2023

• A new assessment needs to be
undertaken to assess new potential
impacts

• 2022 LL 2014-F p%J’-c.cbsb <flP
.-bDcyo-cJc flflbb (FEIS) Lrbvro
•DcbC--%pC JbJC

Db’crL, LL
--b

cr Sb Ccbn.4bbD
JC <bJb%bJC

(n’

1.

Recommendations

D6Do’ cb>Aocb <1L r<> &LL,rcDcb

AL°-abñC

Before any new approvals, we need more
information about how new caribou interaction with
mine site may impact caribou.

°-,-b DCob ppC>sbSbcbbflThJc
LLr>,nb DPLfl°b°cra AbSOJC

£rc JbJFC nPncbccco-nrc >cbc,<Jc

<bJcbbL%Lc JbJC

1 A new analysis needs to be undertaken to
a) Understand potential impacts on

calving and post-calving grounds
b) Need to understand zone of

influence
c) Determine ecologically relevant

thresholds to trigger action
d) Better understanding of impacts to

movement

1 CFb b> Cbn<bO Lt1a

a) DP.zrc bJb%bJC

c>c lLL cbfl-f’c

b) DP<b’C p—flI..C

c) b>P A<c_<crcbcOc
flPfla->’&o
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Recommendations continued

I Caribou monitoring and protection not adequatJ
DbDob <LL r<cb>cb LLarcDcb

2. Request a meeting of Elders from all potentially
impacted communities to discuss the changes in
caribou use within mine site

LabYC b.&JC

3. Calving grounds should be named as a stand
alone VECIVSEC to ensure they are not
overlooked and adequate monitoring and
protection measures are put in place

2. -b

bJcbcLQbCb)oc .DQcE’F<CO
>b>-Thr < JSbr)LC )b)C

bCi-SFC

4. A protocol needs to be developed to trigger
heightened protections when calving grounds are
within the Regional Study Area

3. <Cflb .,<SbcbC %Fbd%L,_)rC
ALLnP A<.c<ocbsJoC fl>j-C

(VEC/VSEC) LP VP flflb 4LL

LLb)bdC b> bC 1flb €LL2

r*-cic A<ob ACb1-

4. <YbC>crbDFb <cbcpbrJ<cbcbJc Afl<flfl
pcbc.sJ r<- ccc

cbocDFc bF’-n

Rh

-
—- —

AnlcbroJc )b)C br0.o-c

Dâ-C ,.Jc

<LL2 cc-bn-rc yJ/C

<bDSbC%Jo-fl-C -C

LLcbflCiLC <LL
bAJ>oSbfl<SbSbJC <‘-La
r<>fl’.

We are caribou people
DOoC AàcbflajJc

— Athabasca DeneslinédooC

Our Elders have taught us that we do not
disturb caribou water crossings or areas such
as the calving grounds and post-calving
grounds where the caribou are most
vulnerable. Those areas are sacred and must
be respected and protected.

- Athabasca Denesqliné member
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2. Wind TUrbines too risKy
<JC bMflC> ><bDC

• There is great uncertainty about how
wind turbines will impact caribou

• Denesqliné Knowledge and experience
teaches us that caribou are very
sensitive to sensory disturbance

• Proposed mitigation measures cannot
change the visual disturbance and it is
unknown if noise or other sensory
disturbances can be addressed

• Wind turbines should not be built in
such a critical habitat

• c0..cbccbJcb

bMflC> Jb)b

• Denest$iné-d b>Lon* Lj <JSbC>JLb
<fl%-C JbJtC

bApLcCfl<cLC CcTWc

• r pp<c,flcflo-cJc A<J
SbJSb Cdfl’ yj>yb <LL
sb>L,>%rCJb JAsbccr <r-o-c
bAJJ%-%fl-C LC A’oLLC

• <-]c bflC> ALLr-dr( Jb

—

(Efl

:
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‘JTh --

2. vvind Turbines too risky
<JC bMflC> bDC

Recommendations

1. Wind turbines should not be
approved in the proposed
location

AL°-&Dfl’
1. <fl•jC bMflC>

&LLr,>....,flb A’Lri>cW’
A0r*rC DbD4,C

When you are in the barren lands, you can see for a
long ways. Even a small tree is visible from far away.
These wind turbines will be huge on this landscape.
The caribou are sensitive to that. They sense things that
humans can’t. They have sensory abilities beyond what
we do.

- Athabasca Denesi.iliné member

ooF<Fflflc, b’cL’ Cd’ciJfl.
rpL1cjo-c cL<cbjsb CdbVLC V’1jr’°J<_)F.

4cLJC bflC>C CLn>c<Jc CLc rc.

D°JA CLJ]L,. cb>%o.cbJc AC

b>cr <..bC%pQ.c-C AJJ%acrcFb <rj
AcDC<flL.-C.

— r> Athabasca DenesqlnédGoc
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TerrstriaI Advisory Group

..r>cAc r& Vb>dC

• Agnico Eagle denied the AD request to join
the Terrestrial Advisory Group (TAG)

• Only rationale provided was that our
communities are located far from the mine

• The distance between our communities and
the mine are the distance the caribou travel.
Anything that may impact the caribou here,
impacts caribou through their entire annual
range, and therefore, impacts our people.

<Làdbdc <r.rwcw ADdC rctc

Fb.oc b> bdcrC (TAG) &JL<2flb
Jb>fl%C

cbc-:xrb D’D oox-9
>%LbJbc>flb >bC<SFC

1I(JbflPoLJC <d P°cr xo..c<C <Lj

>bC,.,<SFC >% bfl I>cb DbDC
Jcb JbJb

bJcbrJ%cbDcb CLo-, <bJcbrJc JC

1JbCFC

CL°oJi, <bJsbCVJflb

(E11

Terrestrial Advis Group
r>cAc r& VbVdC

• Many important discussions and
decisions about caribou protection
are made through the TAG

Recommendation:
Athabasca DenesqNné requests an
updated Term and Condition #132
that ensures that impacted
communities like ours cannot be
denied participation in the TAG.

• <F A’-Lrd Vbn >fl&C LL

Lcnô- DbD0-b r1-cY-cJc rct
Vb>dcbVbDc

ALDflC:
Athabasca Denesqliné

<LL sbLbsoFc #132-]
1ocbc>-%rc -c Js

cbfl(’-flb vbc>-r rtc

Fo Vb>d°o.

(111.
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concIusions

• AD communities do not support approvals
that will increase mine life or new
developments in this critical habitat

• Before any decisions are made we need
more information about caribou protection
given new usage of area that was not
addressed in the FEIS

• AD 00..&t rpci-u
LLfl>.flb flflbJj<SbJb *c?Cn..<<
<>co%Loc >C Ccb A’o
A-L>F &rP”F JbJ

• &L.>bcbcbnarc JPrLflbbrcrb
AbOJC JbJgb F<cr’Ycr>< F- oCF°
<JcbCcb-ca-<cbfl-J toFb
AJc.>WOF FEIS-F• Wind Turbines are not compatible with

calving and post-calving grounds and
should not be approved in the current
location

• The TAG is cited often as an important
tool in caribou protection and AD
participation in the group is an important
part of protecting AD rights.

• <onJ bMflC >ADJC

LL nrc r>c <LL2

<rc><mro LLfl>.flb b.%LC

oaF>C b>dC (TAG) VbSbCCDC
A’-LnJ’ <Jcb<.- JbJb F<c,cYc,cJc <1L
AD-F >c’F bflsLo ALLn r>n

AD A>n%rc.

I

I remember one winter when the caribou did
not come into our area. They stayed further
east. The forest was so quiet. When the
caribou don’t come, the other animals don’t
come either. There is no life. I know what it
feels like when the caribou don’t come, and I
don’t want that experience again, and I don’t
want that experience for my grandchildren, or
their children. If something happens on the
calving grounds, our entire way of live will be
impacted, and our people will suffer.

- Black Lake member

SbSbL%L tPVtJflc.J JbJC

flPcbcCPLLC °J’fl° b-rvn\.
ba<rFc.VbY. tJc
oAcbrcn<c—cb.)o. DbJ
nPbc’rc-c’Lc, <r -S.flC

>L-sbcmrcDb. bt’L’N
boL’L JbD( npbcrc-Lc, <LL

<Jbb-?Lrcc CLo, <LL JCo’
<Dt’cvdrcs,
cbstCcb<c
-b( bC>o-<SbJ’b, LL

to’dfl <b?c....,flb

- r* pc0-cbyb crc
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