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( PROCEEDI NGS COMMENCED AT 9: 09 AM

Openi ng Remar ks

THE CHAI R Good norning, everyone. M
nanme is Kavig Kalurag. |'mthe chairperson of the
Nunavut | npact Review Board, or NIRB. On behalf of the
Board, | would like to wel cone you back to Day 4 of the
NI RB's assessnent of Agnico Eagle Mnes Limted' s
Mel i adi ne extension proposal, which is a nodification
of the existing Meliadine Gold M ne project.

Thank you to the conmmunity of Rankin Inlet for
hosting us during this public hearing. A quick
rem nder, please turn off your cell phones or put them
on "silent" before we begin.

We're starting this norning with an opening prayer
gi ven by Mary Rose.

Openi ng Prayer
THE CHAI R Mat na, Mary Rose.

The Nunavut | npact Review Board is holding this
public hearing to hear evidence, ask questions, and
listen to conmments and concerns of registered
I ntervenors, comunity representatives, and nenbers of
the public in order to assess the potential ecosystemc
and soci oeconom c effects of the changes to the
exi sting Meliadine Gold M ne project proposed by Agnico
Eagl e under the extension proposal.

This nmorning we will be picking up where we | eft
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of f yesterday from Day 2, Agenda Item 9, Subsection 2
with questions fromthe intervenors to the Governnent
of Nunavut and Agnico Eagle in respect of their
presentati ons on caribou novenent.

As you can see, we continue to be behind on our
pl anned agenda, and so we will be extendi ng our session
today with an evening session to hel p us get back on
track. Depending on our progress today, we may have to
nodi fy the schedule further, and we appreciate
everyone's efforts today to be direct and concise with
their questions and answers.

For those of you in the hall, we ask that you sign
in at the table as you enter the hall for each of the
sessi ons today, norning, afternoon, and evening. This
will help the Board keep an accurate record of
att endance.

Al t hough the Board has designed this public
hearing to take place in person, the Board has al so
provi ded an audi o-video link for this hearing so that
parties providing support to the representatives in the
room can view the proceedings renotely. W wll do
everything we can to ensure that the renote |ink
remai ns stable; however, if the online link is
di srupted, the Board will continue with the in-person
pr oceedi ngs.

Si mul t aneous interpretation of the proceedings is
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bei ng provided throughout the neetings from
interpreters here in Rankin Inlet. In the Zoom feed
you can choose the | anguage feed you want to hear, but
when you go to speak, you may have to turn off the
interpretation feed to avoi d feedback.

For the people here in Rankin Inlet, receivers are
avai l able fromthe sign-in table, and the receivers are
set to: Channel 1 is the floor sound; Channel 2 is
English; Channel 3 is Inuktitut; and Channel 4 is Dene.

Pl ease have patience as we shift between speakers,
and for the sake of our interpreters and sound tech,
pl ease wait until | call your nanme before you speak.

If you are participating by Zoom when your nane is
called, please click on the "raise your hand" button at
the bottomof the screen. This will help the techs
identify you nore quickly so that they can unnute your
line and turn on your canera.

I f you're having trouble hearing the proceedi ngs,
pl ease see our technical support, Ryan Denpster, from
Pido at the side of the room |If you' re having issues
with the online feed, please email Em |y Koi de at
ekoi de@i rb. ca.

The Board rem nds everyone participating in this
hearing that no one is allowed to record or rebroadcast
the i mages, video, or audio of these proceedings in any

formw thout the express witten -- express consent of
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t he Nunavut | npact Review Board. Failing to follow
these directions may result in sanctions by the Board,
I ncl udi ng suspendi ng access to the live feed or being
asked to | eave the hall

The NIRB is generating a transcript fromthese
proceedi ngs, which wll be available follow ng the
hearing on the NIRB's public registry.

| f your organization has had new representatives
join the hearing today, please advise the Board's | egal
counsel, Teresa Meadows, so we can nmake sure to update
our |ist.

As you may have noticed, these proceedings are
open to the nedia and are being attended by nedi a
representatives. To nenbers of the nedia attending the
neetings in person, we ask that you check in at the
front table and wear a press badge or a simlar
i dentification throughout these proceedings so that it
is clear to parties which nedia outlet you are
representing. Media participating online should
provide notice to Ryan Barry, the Board's interim
executive director, at rbarry@irb.ca, and
inquiries -- sorry. I'mlistening to the
interpretation. Inquiries for information from nedi a
representatives should al so be sent to Ryan.

The Board wel cones the nmedia providing information

about these neetings to those who cannot attend;
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however, the Board nenbers and our staff cannot take
questions or provide interviews to the nedia or nmake
public coments regarding these neetings while we're
under way.

Before we turn to our agenda, | have a few quick
housekeepi ng matters. The washroons are | ocated
outside this roomin the | obby area. Exits are |ocated
t hrough the main doors to the | obby and on the side of
the roomat the front and back corners. As you wll
see fromthe agenda, today's technical sessions are
scheduled for 9 AMto 5 PMcentral tine, and the Board
has added an additional evening session from6:30 PMto
9 PM

There will be a md-norning break, a lunch break
around noon central time, and m d-afternoon break,
supper break, and an evening health break. W w Il not
have catering for the evening session, so please bring
your own snacks to get you through the evening.

When you're leaving the hall for breaks or at the
end of the day, please turn the interpretation
receivers off and return themto the table as you exit
the hall.

The Board appreci ates everyone continuing to
conply with the Board's directions for the public
hearing. |'mnot going to restate them but rem nd

everyone to be aware of our interpreters and court
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reporters when you are speaking so that we can ensure
everyone is heard and under st ood.

Now we' Il return to the technical session of the
public hearing. First, there are two deferred
questions -- deferred itens fromyesterday both
directed to Agnico Eagle, and | ask that Agnico Eagle
provi de their responses to the foll ow ng questi ons.
The first one fromthe -- from Nunavut Tunngavi k
I ncorporated to Agnico Eagle: What is the herd that
interacts with Raglan M ne and is their popul ati on at
the sane levels? And the second question from Natural
Resources Canada to Agnico Eagle: Can Agnico Eagle
confirmthat its groundwater nodel included | akes of
intermttent elevation with open taliks in their
nodel s?

Agni co Eagl e, Manon Turnel.

Agni co Eagle Mnes Limted Responds to Deferred
Questi ons

M5. TURMEL: Manon Turnel, Agnico Eagl e.
Thank you, Madam Chair. Good norni ng.

| will go for the first question. So around the
Raglan Mne, it is the Leaf River herd, Leaf R ver
Herd, and their |level are approximtely around 180, 000
caribou. And I will have Coll een answer the second
deferred question. Thank you.

THE CHAI R Col | een Prat her.
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MS. PRATHER: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Col | een Prather, Agnico Eagle.

In response to Natural Resources Canada, | wl|
speak to four itens. The first was the hydrogeol ogi cal
nodel and internedi ate | akes. Agnico Eagle confirns
that a nodel was prepared that considers open taliks in
Internmedi ate | akes. This was submtted to the Nunavut
| npact Review Board in the May 2023 subm ssion as
Appendi x 4.

Nat ural Resources Canada al so rai sed three other
itenms which we feel can be addressed further through
t he Nunavut Water Board process; however, we'll provide
some clarification.

Cimate change nodels. As part of response to
Nat ural Resources Canada Number 7, Agnico Eagle wll
consi der the recomendati ons regarding clinmte change
scenarios in the final closure and reclamation plan.

Regar di ng Nat ural Resources Canada Comment
Nunber 9, this was around thermal nodels for in-pit
storage of water. The alternative to store saline and
contact water in pits is already part of the strategy
at Meliadine Mne; however, Agnico Eagle w Il consider
refining the thermal nodelling as design of tenporary
storage of water in pits progresses.

In response to Natural Resources Canada Nunber 11,

this is thernmal nodelling of in-pit deposition of
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tailings or waste rock. As noted in the proposed term
and condition for in-pit deposition, a thermal study to
assess the degradation of permafrost within the pits
woul d be conpleted if this alternative activity is
required. As noted, we have provided this information
for the Board's understanding of the technica

comments. We have confirnmed with Natural Resources
Canada that with this clarification, all technica
comments are resolved. Thank you.

THE CHAI R Continuing wth questions to
the presentations fromyesterday, questions from

I ntervenors to the Governnent of Nunavut or Agnico
Eagl e about the cari bou novenent animation or Agnico's
response. Nunavut Tunngavi k | ncorporated, Gabri el

Ni rl ungayuk.

Nunavut Tunngavi k I ncor porated Questions Agnico Eagle

Mnes Limted

MR. NI RLUNGAYUK: Just a followup question, and
| appreciate that -- Gabriel N rlungayuk, Nunavut
Tunngavik Inc. | appreciate the response from Agnico

Eagl e on the Leaf River herd for Raglan M nes.

Just a note that this populationis -- is in
decline from 600,000 in early 2000s to about 180, 000,
whi ch was st at ed.

We have one -- David Lee on the Iine would like to

ask questions to -- to the presenters yesterday, Madam
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Chair.
THE CHAI R Agni co Eagl e, Manon Turnel.
m ssed that. Governnent of Nunavut -- sorry. | was

listening to two ...
Gabriel N rlungayuk.
MR. NI RLUNGAYUK: Yes. W have -- David Lee,
our biologist online, would Iike to ask questions.
Quj annam i k.
THE CHAI R David Lee. David Lee, you

need to unnute your |ine.

MR. LEE: Hel | 0?
THE CHAI R Go ahead, David Lee.
MR. LEE: Yeah. Sorry about that.

Thank you, Madam Chair. David Lee, w th Nunavut
Tunngavi k I ncorporated. Again, | apologize for not
bei ng there in person.

| have one question for Agnico Eagle M ning and
one question for the GN. M first question to AEM or
Agnico Eagle, is with respect to Conmtnment 38 and the
statenent that the report that was produced is
scientifically defensible. | share many of the
concerns expressed in the Kivalliqg Inuit Association's
subm ssion, and rather than spend tine on questions
about the report, | would like to ask AEMif they
are -- if they have had the report independently

reviewed by scientific peers or experts in those
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net hods, and, if not, would they be open to such a
review? Thank you.

THE CHAI R Agni co Eagl e, Manon Turnel.
M5. TURMEL: Manon Turnel, Agnico Eagle. |
will start and Daniel Coulton will continue.

So Commitnent 38 is a comm tnment that we nmade as
part of the waterline process. It is not related to
Mel i adi ne extension. | would also like to nention that
both G eg and Dan, who devel oped the study design in
col l aboration with intervenors, are not working for the

sane conpany and so have chal | enged each other, and |

will et Dan explain a bit nore. Thank you.
THE CHAI R Dan Coul t on.
MR COULTON: Thank you, Madam Chair. Dan

Coul t on, WS5P.

So devel opnent of the study design included a
nunber of different caribou experts that are part of
the terrestrial advisory group. It also included I1Q
and | ocal know edge hol ders who contributed to the
study design. The analysis itself included a nodern
met hod and considered all available collar data in
accordance to the approved plan. The anal ysis was
conprehensi ve and rigorous and was carried out in
accordance to the plan that was approved by the
terrestrial advisory group.

The results show that caribou are not respondi ng
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or altering their behaviour in response to the mne in
AWAR but are noving in accordance to habitat. Thank
you.

THE CHAI R Nunavut Tunngavi k

I ncorporated, David Lee.

MR. LEE: Thank you, Madam Chair. David
Lee wi th Nunavut Tunngavi k | ncor por at ed.

Thank you, Manon and Dan, for your responses. |
appreciate that. That, unfortunately, did not answer
nmy question directly, which was whether the report had
been i ndependently reviewed, and, if not, would AEM be
open to such a review?

For sake of tinme, I'Il nobve on to ny next
guestion, which is to the Governnent of Nunavut. Based
on your presentation, prior to construction, it appears
that caribou crossed the area you' ve terned as "the
narrows", but after construction, sone major changes
occurred, specifically that they stopped crossing into
that area. Wth maps that were submitted, caribou have
historically utilized that area. So could you
el aborate on these observations and, nore specifically,
what sort of factors the GN believes nmay have
contributed to this change in behaviour and, because it
was nmentioned repeatedly, the effectiveness of the
cari bou protection neasures? Thank you.

THE CHAI R Gover nnment of Nunavut, Stephen
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At ki nson.

MR.  ATKI NSON: Thank you, Madam Chair,
St ephen At ki nson on behal f of the Governnent of
Nunavut .

Thanks for your question, David. You're correct.
During the animations | did point out that in the years
t hat we showed, 2015 to 2017, the collared caribou did
cross at the narrows crossing, and then follow ng 2018
and every single year after the project was
constructed, none of the collared caribou crossed at
t he narrows.

Now, | would like to stress that these were
col l ared cari bou, and, as was poi nted out yesterday, we
only have up to 50 collars on the herd at any point in
tinme, so this does not represent every caribou in the
herd; however, they do provide us with a broad picture,
as was nentioned by Agnico yesterday, of caribou
novenents. And what this suggests is not necessarily
that cari bou have stopped conpletely using the narrows,
but there has been a significant -- a noticeable
reduction in the use that coincides precisely with the
construction and operation of the project.

So with that in mnd, it did -- has |l ed the
Gover nnent of Nunavut to express sonme concerns that
this sudden change could be the result of the presence

of the project, and, in particular, at a tinme when the
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cari bou protection neasures of the project were being
i npl enented, the 5-kilonetre zone and the 50-cari bou
threshold, if this is the result of the project having
an inpact on caribou, it does |lead us to wonder how
ef fective those neasures are.

Now, that being said, we don't have -- there is
still some information that we don't have. For
exanple, it was suggested yesterday that ice mght be a
factor in preventing crossing at the narrows; however,
| don't have ice data, and | didn't see any ice data in
the FEI'S addendum So this is, at this point, nore
conjecture than anything. Thank you very nuch.
THE CHAI R Agni co Eagl e, Manon Turnel.
M5. TURMEL: Manon Turnel, Agnico Eagl e.

| would just like to reiterate that in the
presentati on yesterday, we observed that caribou are
still going through the narrow using field
observations. W -- as Stephen alluded to, there m ght
be other factors that are explaining why they're not

crossing in the recent years as mgration patterns have

noved closer to -- to the m ne.

And | just would like to nention that there's no
evi dence that's been provided regarding the -- the
ice -- the ice conditions. M. Atkinson and Daniel and

G eg have responded to it, and they have provided the

evi dence that caribou are still using the narrow.
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Thank you.

THE CHAI R Nunavut Tunngavi k | ncor por at ed,
Davi d Lee.

MR. LEE: Thank you, Madam Chair, and

t hank you, Stephen, for that response and, Mnon, for
t hat response.

Just in response, as submtted in my curriculum
vitae, | have been involved in every Qanmanirjuaq
cal ving survey since approximately 2008. W rely on
the collar data for delineating the cal ving grounds for
the nost part, and it has been highly rel evant and
useful for describing the |location of the majority of

t he popul ation. Those are ny questions.

Thank you, Madam Chair. | turn it back to
Gabri el .
THE CHAI R Nunavut Tunngavi k

I ncorporated, Gabriel N rlungayuk.
MR. NI RLUNGAYUK: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Gabriel N rlungayuk. Neida Gonzalez would like to ask

sone questi ons.

THE CHAI R: Nei da Gonzal ez.
MS. GONZALES: Nei da Gonzal ez, Nunavut
Tunngavi k.

So ny question is to Agnico Eagle, particularly
Slide 25 of their presentation yesterday.

The | ast two points, just sone clarification. W
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do understand there was a June 28th terrestrial
advi sory group neeting. At that neeting, we do not
have record that there was a recommendation to issue a
final report, and we see in the final point by Agnico
Eagle that the report was issued July 14th, and it
says, "and as requested by the parties". W want
clarification that that does not nean a terrestrial
advi sory group recomendation to issue that report and
that that was sonme -- sone other decision that was not
a terrestrial advisory group recommendation. Thank
you. Quj annam i k.
THE CHAI R Agni co Eagl e, Manon Turnel.
M5. TURMEL: Manon Turnel, Agnico Eagl e.
Thank you for your question. The Conm tnent 56
was requested by the CGhotel nene K odti neh Dene First
Nati ons that Agnico Eagle conduct a study -- develop a
study desi gn, conduct the study, and provide a final
report in time for the Meliadine extension public
hearing. So what we had committed to was to issue the
report by md-July so it could be integrated into
Ghot el nene K odtineh Dene First Nations' final witten
subm ssions. So that's why the final report was issued
as per comm tnent made. Thank you.
THE CHAI R Nunavut Tunngavi k
I ncor porated, Nei da Gonzal ez.

Gover nnment of Nunavut, Daniel Haney.
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MR, HANEY: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Dani el Haney, CGovernnent of Nunavut.

| just want to make a correction, Conmtnent 56
was actually made to the Governnent of Nunavut in
response to Techni cal Revi ew Conment Nunber 7, and

there was no tineline associated with that. Thank you.

THE CHAI R Nunavut Tunngavi k, Nei da
Gonzal ez.

M5. GONZALES: Nei da Gonzal ez, Nunavut
Tunngavi k.

| appreciate those coments. Thank you. But to
answer the question, can you clarify whether it was a
terrestrial advisory group recomrendation that
conpel | ed Agnico Eagle to issue that report? CQur
understanding is that it was not, so we just want to
clarify the involvenent of the terrestrial advisory
group in making that decision.
THE CHAI R Agni co Eagl e, Manon Turnel.
M5. TURMEL: Manon Turnel, Agnico Eagl e.

The Comm tnent 38 was nmade during the waterline
project, which was over a few years ago now. It was
the objective that Agnico would work with the
I nterested parties on devel opi ng such study design, so
it's been in everyone's mnds for over two years now.

In Decenber at the TAG neet -- terrestrial

advi sory group neeting, prelimnary discussions were
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hel d on the study design with an understanding that the
draft study design incorporating those cooments woul d
be provided for further inputs. The draft study design
was provided, and, in April, a long session was held
with the terrestrial advisory group to go over all the
assunptions. Sone of the assunptions were adjusted
based on the comments that were nade. The nethod was
refined with everyone around the table, and everybody
was okay with the study design for execution. WSP then
went ahead wth the execution of the study, and that's
what was present ed.

Agni co Eagle nentioned in the terrestrial advisory
group that it is willing to continue discussions as
part of the terrestrial advisory group about a novenent
anal ysis, but, to us, Conmtnent 38 is resolved. Thank
you.

THE CHAI R: Nunavut Tunngavi k

I ncor porated, Neida Gonzal ez.

MS. GONZALES: Thank you. Neida Gonzal ez,
Nunavut Tunngavi k. No further questions. Thank you.
THE CHAI R: KIA, Luis Manzo.

MR, MANZO Good norni ng, Madam Chai r man,
menbers of the board and intervenors. Luis Manzo,
Kivallig Inuit Association. | wll pass our questions
to our biologist. Thank you.

THE CHAI R Anne @unn.
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MS. GUNN: Anne Gunn, consultant to
Kivalliqg lInuit Association. Mdam Chair, | have three
guestions for Agnico Eagle and a question for GN. ']
start with Agni co Eagl e.

The -- we're looking for clarification about the
rel evance of Commtnent 38 to the extension project.
The Comm tnent 38 anal ysis was unable to discrimnate
bet ween the caribou responses to the all-weather access
road and the mne site, and our concern that the
analysis is relevant to the extension project is
because of the caribou responses to the mne site.

So can you -- given the caribou responses to the
mne site, can you clarify why Comm t nent 38 woul dn't
be relevant to the extension project? Thank you.

THE CHAI R Agni co Eagl e, Manon Turnel.
M5. TURMEL: Manon Turmnel, Agnico Eagl e.

Commit nent 38 was nade as part of the waterline
Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board process. | agree that the
results of the study are informative noving forward for
the operation of the mne, but discussions should
continue as part of the terrestrial advisory group,
which role is to | ook at existing nonitoring mtigation
neasures and make any adj ustnents where required.

Thank you.
THE CHAI R Kivalliqg Inuit Association,

Anne @unn.
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MS. GUNN: Thank you, Madam Chair. Thank
you, Agnico Eagle.

| mean, | have a second question, then. Does
Agni co Eagl e agree that the report for Commtnent 38
anal ysis included a statenent about the limtations of
sanple size -- and "sanple size" in this case neans the
nunber of caribou years -- whether the sanple size, the
nunber of caribou years is sufficient to reach strong

concl usi ons? Thank you.

THE CHAI R Agni co Eagl e, Manon Turnel.
Dan Coul t on.
MR, COULTON: Thank you, Madam Chair. Dan

Coul t on, WS5P.

So the anal ysis considered all avail able collar
data per the approved plan, and the plan was approved
by the terrestrial advisory group. This included
constraints on -- that were related to space and tine.
The anal ysis was conprehensive and rigorous and carri ed
out in accordance to the plan, and the results show
that caribou are not altering their behaviour in

response to the mne or the all-weather access road.

Thank you.
THE CHAI R Kivalliqg Inuit Association,
Anne @unn.
MS. GUNN: Thank you, Madam Chair. |In

the interests of time and the Kivalliqg Inuit
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Association will be presenting later today, |I'll nove
on to ny third question.

Can Agnico Eagle clarify exactly how t hey
understand the process of approval within TAG Agnico
Eagl e nade a statenent a few nonments ago that the TAG
approved the Commtnent 38 report. Please could they
provi de nore details, exactly how they see the TAG S
approval process. Thank you.

THE CHAl R Agni co Eagl e, Manon Turnel.
M5. TURMEL: Manon Turmel, Agnico Eagl e.

Thank you for your question, Anne. The approval
was for the study design follow ng the April workshop
where we went through the different conponents of the
study, and at that tine parties were okay for WGP to

proceed with the execution of the study. That's what

we -- that's what we neant. Thank you.

THE CHAI R Kivalliqg Inuit Association,
Anne Gunn.

M5. GUNN: Thank you, Madam Chair. Anne

@unn, a consultant for Kivalliqgq Inuit Association.

The study design was supported, but nmy question
was about the report, that you stated that the report
was approved.

l"mnot trying to split hairs, Madam Chair, but |
think there's a difference between "support" and

"approval ", and that was the basis of ny question.
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Thank you.
THE CHAI R Agni co Eagl e, Manon Turnel.
M5. TURMEL: Manon Turnel, Agnico Eagl e.

Thank you for your question.

We do understand that as part of the terns of
reference of the terrestrial advisory group, there's an
approval process. Kivalliqg Inuit Association and
Agnico Eagle are famliar with those terns of
reference. | won't go into themnow, but basically the
report -- the study design was to be devel oped by the
terrestrial advisory group, and that report was
conpl eted by Agnico Eagle for consideration by the
terrestrial advisory group, but that's, in the end,
Agni co Eagle's report follow ng the study design that

was approved. Thank you.

THE CHAI R Kivalliqg Inuit Association,
Anne @unn.
MB. GUNN: Anne Gunn, consultant for

Kivalliqg Inuit Association. Thank you, Madam Chair.
Thank you, Agnico Eagl e.

The final report was not actually -- the TAG did
not have access to the final copy. W saw the TAG did
have the presentation. The TAG did support the design,
so | think the best way to look at it is there is stil
further work to be done with -- with how t he TAG wor ks,

and | think it's probably best, in the interests of
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time, to leave it at that. And | did have a question

for the Governnment of Nunavut, if | may proceed.

THE CHAI R You can continue, and if you

guys have comrents, you can provide them during your

i ntervention.

V5. GUNN: Anne Gunn, consultant for

Kivalliqg Inuit Association. Thank you, Madam Chair.
My question for the Governnment of Nunavut is to

thank them for the animations, which is a visualization

of the novenents of the collared caribou, and the

vi sual i zation was hel pful to show the shift -- the

seasonal shift in the novenents of the cari bou,

especially the calving -- the shift in the calving.
So does CGovernnent of Nunavut consider the

visualization as a basis for further analysis of the

shift in the calving? Thank you.

THE CHAI R Gover nnment of Nunavut, Stephen
At ki nson.
MR, ATKI NSON: Thank you, Madam Chair.

St ephen At ki nson on behal f of the Governnent of

Nunavut .
Certainly the illustration of the -- the changes
that are illustrated on the animations do -- do suggest

that there is further work that needs to be done to
exam ne the shift that has under -- has occurred in the

cal ving and the post-calving distribution of the herd.
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As expressed in our final, witten subm ssion, we
are -- the Governnent of Nunavut has been concerned
about the cal ving and post-cal ving distribution
becom ng ever closer and nore interactive with the

project. Thank you.

THE CHAI R Kivalliqg Inuit Association,
Anne @unn.
V5. GUNN: Anne Gunn, consultant for

Kivalliq Inuit Association. Thank you, Madam Chair.
As a followup: So Governnment of Nunavut, if I
under stand your reply, you are considering that the
ani mations, the visualization of the seasonal shift,
will lead to further anal yses of the calving
distribution -- shift in calving distribution. Is --

do | understand you correctly?

THE CHAI R Gover nnment of Nunavut, Stephen
At ki nson.
MR,  ATKI NSON: The Gover nnent of Nunavut --

t hank you, Madam Chair. Stephen Atkinson on behal f of
t he Governnent of Nunavut.

The CGovernnment of Nunavut does periodically
anal yze these data to |l ook for things such as shifts in
range and to delineate calving and post-cal vi ng
grounds. | don't know when the next delineation wll
occur; however, that does not preclude or prevent the

terrestrial advisory group, in conjunction with Agnico

Dicta Court Reporting Inc.
403-531-0590




464

© 00 N oo o B~ W DN P

N DN D N DD DNN P P PP PR, PRk
o o A W DN P O © 00 N o 0o AW DN O

Eagl e, from undertaki ng such delineation activities if

t hey have the data-sharing agreenent in place to do so.

THE CHAI R Kivalliqg Inuit Association,
Anne @unn.
MB. GUNN: Anne Gunn, consultant for

Kivallig Inuit Association. Thank you, Madam Chair,

and we have no further questions. Thank you.

THE CHAI R Gover nnment of Nunavut, Stephen
At ki nson.
MR, ATKI NSON: Thank you, Madam Chair.

St ephen At ki nson on behal f of the Governnent of
Nunavut. | have one question for Agnico.

Yesterday, in your presentation on Slide 7, you
show phot ographs of -- froma gane canera of cari bou
that are near the narrows water crossing that were

taken, | believe, in 2020, July 3rd, 2020. M question

is: Do you have any -- there are two parts. First of
all, do you have any simlar photographs of that area
In years -- fromgane caneras in years prior to the

construction and operation of the project that show the
sanme type of view at the sane tine of year to
illustrate whether there are caribou there and in what

sort of nunbers? Thank you.

THE CHAI R Agni co Eagl e, Manon Turnel.
G eg Sharam
MR. SHARAM Thank you, Madam Chair, Geg
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Sharam from ERM

The camera program began in 2020. W had one year
wth -- with cameras on the narrows, which was in 2020,
and that canera picked up nmultiple incidences of

caribou in that area of the narrows.

THE CHAI R Gover nment of Nunavut, Stephen
At ki nson.
MR, ATKI NSON: St ephen At ki nson on behal f of

t he Governnment of Nunavut.

Thank you for that answer, Geg. | think I just
wanted to clarify that you had been show ng the
conditions in 2020, but apparently -- just so |I'm
correct, you don't have any phot ographs or any i nmages
from-- prior to project construction.

| have no further questions. Thank you, Madam
Chair.

THE CHAI R: Crown- I ndi genous Rel ati ons and
Northern Affairs Canada, Spencer Dewar.

MR. DEWAR Quj annam i k, Madam Chai r,
Spencer Dewar, Crown-Indi genous Rel ati ons and Northern
Affairs Canada. The Governnment of Canada has no

guesti ons.

THE CHAI R Kangi gl i nig Hunters and
Trappers Organi zati on, Noel Kal udj ak.

Kangi gl inig Hunters and Trappers Organi zati on Questions

Agni co Eagle Mnes Limted

Dicta Court Reporting Inc.
403-531-0590




466

© 00 N oo o B~ W DN P

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26

MR KALUDJAK: Thank you, Madam Chair. |
have a few questions in regards to the presentation of
Gover nnent of Nunavut, M. Atkinson, and AEM

When At ki nson nade a presentation, an ani mati on of
the caribou mgrations over the years before and after
the operation of the mne, | was a bit shocked -- we
were a bit shocked that what we have been saying is
true, that activities on the land affect the migration
routes of the caribou.

The saying of the old Inuit is when the caribou
are mgrating, we don't disturb the first few animals
or herds so they can nmake a trail for the ones behind.
And on the land -- when we're out on the |and -- when
we are out on the |and, as anyone m ght see, the
ancient trail of caribou that are visible throughout
the tundra, the Inuit told their children or younger
fam |y nenbers to not even step foot on the ancient
trails as the caribou will snell the human. That is

how sensitive the cari bou are.

When M. Atkinson nade the presentation, | could
feel the energy that our -- we Inuit feel to see the
animal s' ancient mgration be disrupted. It affects

their behaviour and their generational pattern. W
could see it on their calving grounds that we have
never seen before.

| don't know what causes -- caused themto calf
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closer to Meliadine Lake. | wll have to convey with
sonme Elders in Rankin and ask themabout it. | wll
end nmy questions for now, but I will have nore to say

after | get ny response. Thank you.

THE CHAI R Gover nnment of Nunavut, Stephen
At ki nson.
MR.  ATKI NSON: Thank you, Madam Chair.

St ephen At ki nson on behal f of the Governnent of
Nunavut .

You nentioned that it was good to see on the
animations that it was true what you were seeing, but |
woul d put it the other way around, is that what you're

seeing was true and the ani mations are perhaps | ust

showi ng us what you al ready knew, but -- yes. Thank
you.
THE CHAI R: Kangi gl i nig Hunters and

Trappers Organi zati on, Noel Kal udjak.

MR. KALUDJAK: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Kangi gl i niq Hunters and Trappers O gani zati on, Noel
Kal udj ak.

Now | will get into ny questions and comrents.

We heard an El der | ady speak yesterday. She asked
twi ce, but she was not answered. The cari bou have
senses. They have the hearing. They have the snell
that is very sensitive. They also have eyes that see

for mles.
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This question | was going to ask anyway, but | am
gl ad she strengthened ny question, and | will ask it
agai n.

| f and when you install the wi nd turbines, they
are 300 netres high and they will be noving and turning
out in the tundra. The caribou will see that further
than 5 kil ometres when they are turning, and they wll
be alerted. Like the Elder |ady said yesterday, the
caribou will see the hunongous tall turbine turning,
and it will affect trenmendously their mgration that we
saw yest erday.

Has AEM took that into consideration, the seeing
caribou and the snelling caribou? | see in the future,
as a |local user of the animals, it will have a profound
effect on their mgration when they see these
hunmongous, white, turning objects in their line of
mgration. W did not hear AEM present -- make a
presentation on that area. Yes, they tal ked about the

hearing aspect of the animal, but they did not talk

about the seeing aspect of the animal. Please explain.
Thank you.
THE CHAI R Agni co Eagl e, Manon Turnel.

Before you answer, it's 10:15, so we're going to
take a 15-m nute break and continue wi th questions.
( ADJ OURNMENT)
THE CHAI R: For the awareness of
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participants in Rankin Inlet, KIA has a |ocal recycling
program for plastic bottles and cans, so Bernadette is
going to put a -- a bin in the back. You can put your
recycling, only plastic bottles and cans, to contribute
to their recycling program

Agni co Eagl e, Manon Turnel.

MR. KRI TTERDLI K: Thank you, Madam Chair. M
nanme is David KritterdliKk.

Also | aminvolved wth Agnico for the past four
or five years working wwth them W are mainly having
contact wwth the Kivalliq communities about Inuit
tradition, and we have to keep informng, and also the
comuni ties and the m ning conpani es and the Gover nnent
of Nunavut and the other m ning conpanies.

This is what ny -- this is where | stand as a
position. The -- and we al so collect comunity
concerns and what is comng up. Every neeting -- every
time we have neetings regarding the water, the rivers,
and regarding to -- we constantly hear about the
animals. And this will not stop because they live here
and they've been here for a long tine, and we have to
make sure everything is well | ooked after, and our
| and, the | and that we use.

W get -- we get our country food -- we -- it just
has to be well-protected, and all the things that 1've

wor ked on, and they say that |I'mone of the good
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consul tants, but us alone, even though we're Inuit, we
don't have all the know edge even though we're supposed
to know this and that.

This is ny -- part of ny job to contact Kivalliq
communities and to hear fromthem try to get an
under st andi ng of -- because where | work, so that
when they want information -- we tried to contact the
Kivallig communities, and |'mgoing to be talking --
el aborating to you regarding the caribou, the
animals -- the -- every neeting, every tinme we have
neeti ngs, every tine we have hearings, we tal k about --
constantly talk about caribou, and these are protected
by everyone.

It used to only be back then that the caribou
living in these areas -- we knew each other. W used
to look after themvery well, and -- the ones that are
on mai nland. But today our way of living has changed,
and it's all new Like, we're losing our tradition
even though it's being used well. It's like we're
| osi ng and being taught new -- |like, there's a mxture
of what's new and what's old even though it helps in a
way .

These cari bou, when they were tal king about --
tal ki ng about the caribou, we -- every tine we neet, we
tal k about Inuit tradition and the know edge about the

cari bou, even though it's still the sane; it hasn't
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changed.

W had to -- we were taught by our ancestors about
how to care for a caribou. But because everything's
changing, lnuit -- us Inuit -- even us Inuit are not
listening to the Inuit tradition. Especially our young
peopl e t oday have been told over and over, and we've
told them over and over, but they don't |isten too.

There's sone -- because we're | eavi ng our
traditional ways. Every neeting -- every neeting we
hear Inuit who -- if they ask, the beneficiaries are
aski ng, and how they were raised, they know -- they
wi Il continue asking for those new people that are
comng up or to non-lnuit. Like, there's answers that
are comng -- comng fromthem always get new answers.

Maybe | could say it in English. (NO ENG.I SH
FEED) have been answered with that technical question.
That doesn't solve anything very nuch because we get a
question fromlocal comrunities about which is usually
a traditional 1Q question, and then when we | ook for
answers, and the answer to it usually get -- the
communi ties usually get technical -- technical answers.
So that's what happened, part of nmy job to interpret
this technical know edge into plain | anguage so that
| ocal know edge can try to understand each ot her.

| was trying to say it in English so everyone w ||

understand. |'Il speak ny nother tongue. Those that
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were tal ked about, always tal king about the first herd
of caribou. Like, they do have | eaders. Caribous have
| eaders. We're told not to go after them Like, we
can't just run and -- like, when they're comng -- the
herd is comng, it's like -- we -- it's |like people go
see them This is not the traditional way, but

today -- and we still have to keep that tradition. W
can't bother the first herd.

And like | was saying, everything is changi ng now.
W still need to keep our traditional way. W can't
touch the first herd. The second herd will be
followng the first herd, and people don't realize --
| i ke, the Nunavut governnent or the geol ogi st | ooking
into calving ground, and the cal ving ground I nuit
traditional way they know, there -- there's not only
one -- the Qamanirjuaq and Kipjalik herd go back to the
tree line every year, and they go back and forth, and
t hey cone back here.

These -- |ike, the abundance of caribou herd when
they're wal king, they are along the way having their --
they don't just stay in one place to have cal ving
ground anywhere -- anywhere they are. Like, they are
going to -- it's not always only one place where they
have cal ves every year. |It's really pretty hard to
tell. Like, we can't just say they only have one area

of calving ground. This is what | wanted to nention to
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you.
For so many years, our tradition is changing,

like -- and there is mning conpanies, explorations

taking place. |It's no wonder our young people -- Ilike,

you need to realize they do need themtoo down the

future, and we still have to use the new tradition.
Qur young people will be using these, and they will be
surviving fromour country food. | -- | really, really

hope that we won't |ose our tradition, but we need to
make our young people understand that it's been a
tradition for so many years and that we can follow the
traditional ways.

This is what | wanted to nention to you
regarding -- | know we're going to continue hearing
about the caribou every neeting and new i deas, |ike,
answers -- the answers that -- traditional ways. They
don't get proper answer. It's no wonder we're living a
new way. Like -- like, we have to go through that.

But wwth ny position, | understand that our Elders
today in the communities, they don't have very nuch of
what they used to because they are trying to think of
new ways for the young people and to | et them have
better life for our -- we are nore supportive to the
new | ife. Like, this is -- we understand our Elders
are saying that they want to support the young peopl e.

"' m hoping that our young people will |isten,
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especially the land, the animals. Thank you. Thank
you.

THE CHAI R Kangi gl i nig Hunters and
Trappers Organi zati on, Noel Kal udjak.

MR, KALUDJAK: Thank you, Madam Chair. (NO
ENGLI SH FEED) .

Thank you AEM David Kritterdlik, for your
comments. He was ny teacher by the way in school at
one tine. He taught ne the word "conplicated".

Yeah. Thank you. That is very inportant
information. Good information. Yes. Also, | would
like to let the public know. Wen | speak, | speak

with ny father's spirit. He lived on the | and, noved

on the land, lived on the land with ny nother and their
children. | speak with ny father's spirit when | speak
of the land and animals. | don't speak fromny own
experience. Some, but not all. Wwen | speak |ike

this, I think of ny father and what he woul d say

because he taught ne a |ot, and he's said sone words

that | wll never forget. | mght not be an El der, but
| speak with ny father's spirit. |In saying that, |
wi Il nove on to the next question.

When M. Atkinson fromthe Governnent of Nunavut
made his presentation of the novenent of the 50-or-so
collared caribou from 2015 to 2018, the majority of the

cari bou used "the narrows", as you call it. W call it
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"sadli k". It affected the novement of the caribou, but
it did not decline the caribou. W are happy. But if
you add nore activity to the mne, be careful, be
vigilant of the activities you provide, you do, and

al so of the contam nation that is being put on the

| and, the fishes, and the animals.

My next question. Wen M. Atkinson provided the
novenent in 2015 to 2018 and thereafter up to 2023, the
answer fromthe -- the -- answer or so fromthe AEM
that was provided saying -- in Nunber 7 of the
slideshow, 7 and 8, AEM provided a phot ograph of the
cari bou heading towards the m ne area through "the
narrows", as you call it. And on the bottom page, you
have actual satellite or sonething, visual of where
they are and the nunbers.

On the top photo, you see caribou headi ng towards
the mne, so they seem But no video. And on
Slide 19, a photograph on Slide 19, the photograph on
the left says a lot to ne. The caribou on the photo on
the left are wal king away fromthe narrows, seemto be
wal ki ng away. And just by the |ooks of their eyes and
their features, they are alert, and they | ook scared or
runni ng away, noving away from sonething quickly. It's
just a photograph. There is no video.

| am not saying stop operations. Please put into

consideration the activities in the mne have an affect
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on the caribou and their calves. Please take into
consideration those things. It's -- don't brush it off
and say, Yeah, They used it. But please be aware it

affects the herd regardl ess of what you say. Thank

you.

THE CHAI R Agni co Eagl e, Manon Turnel.

M5. TURMEL: Manon Turnel, Agnico Eagl e.
W will have Geg -- Geg go first and then Mtt.

Thank you.

THE CHAI R G eg Sharam

MR. SHARAM Thank you, Madam Chair. Geg

Sharam fr om ERM

Just a point of clarification. The photo on
Slide 19 is actually fromabout 2 kilonetres south of
the mne at an esker which follows a | ake east-west
where we were interested in how many cari bou are using
t hat esker as a novenent path. So it's not actually at
the narrows on Slide 19. Thank you.

MR. G LLMAN: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Matt G |1 man, Agnico, Meliadine superintendent for
envi ronmnment .

We hear you that we need to be careful as we
continue with the current operation as well as future
operations, and that is -- that is why we feel it is --
Is crucial and very inportant that we continue to work

very closely with the Rankin Inlet Hunters and Trappers
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Organi zation and the Kivalliq Inuit Association,
including their field staff, so that we can be in the
field together observing the caribou and worKking
closely to nake decisions every day in the fields
during the migration with those indi genous groups'
field staff and, noreover, with the terrestrial

advi sory group review ng the data that we do collect in
the fields with the collars and through behavi our

noni toring and respond and adapt accordingly. Matna.
THE CHAI R: Kangi gl i niqg Hunters and
Trappers Organi zati on, Noel Kal udj ak.

MR KALUDJAK: Thank you, Madam Chair.

Noel Kal udjak, Kangiqgliniqg Hunters and Trappers
Organi zation -- Organi zati on.

Roger Pil akapsi will say a few words.

THE CHAI R Roger Pil akapsi .
MR. Pl LAKAPSI : Thank you, Chair. Roger for
HTO Ranki n.

The crossing of the caribou on the road is -- ny
guestion was you said you're going to put a -- a wire

that's about 3 or 4 inches dianeter, and you said it's
going to be on the edge of the road. Sonetines there
wi Il be thousands and thousands of caribou crossing
over. |'mpretty sure they're going to stop and take a
qui ck |1 ook, see what that black cable is. Wen they

start wal king over it, I'mpretty sure there will be

Dicta Court Reporting Inc.
403-531-0590




478

© 00 N oo o B~ W DN P

N DN D N DD DNN P P PP PR, PRk
o o A W DN P O © 00 N o 0o AW DN O

sharp rocks and other stuff, and they wll open it up,
and that's going to becone a live wire, and that can
kill a lot of animals. Not only caribou. It could be
fox, rabbit, siksik, wolverine, or whatever they chew
on. Like, they're always curious, and

The other one was, like, if you have that wire on
the side of the road during wnter, when it freezes up,
anything you run over, even flying debris, |like a wood
or sonething, will hit it and open it up. It wll be a
live wwre. So ny reconmendati on woul d be either cover
it or deal with what you have to do to acconplish that
wire on the road -- side of the road. |'mpretty sure
there's always extremties during winter and stuff, so

|"mpretty sure sone vehicles went right off the road,

and -- and there's going to be -- like -- the wre,
when they run over it, I"mpretty sure it's going to
crack up 'cause -- that plastic's guaranteed to crack
up anything you run over, |like, a cable like that.
Thank you.

THE CHAl R Agni co Eagl e, Manon Turnel.

Ni chol as Al |l en.
MR, ALLEN: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Ni chol as Al'l en, Agnico Eagle.

One clarification for these cables that are on the
ground. |[It's not the sane cables that we have here in

Ranki n, for exanple. They are specifically made for

Dicta Court Reporting Inc.
403-531-0590




479

© 00 N oo o B~ W DN P

N DN D N DD DNN P P PP PR, PRk
o o A W DN P O © 00 N o 0o AW DN O

the arctic, and they have extra protection on the
outside. And we do have a | ot of exanples of them
bei ng used. W already used themin Mliadi ne between,
for exanple, the vent raise and the -- the power plant,
and al so there's exanples in other mne sites.

So one exanple that we have been using is -- is
the Raglan M ne. They have these cables going for 30,
40 kil onmetres already, and it has been proven. So we
are confident that this type of cable, which is
different than the overhead Iines here, is safe. Thank
you. Matna.
THE CHAI R Kangi gl i nig Hunters and
Trappers Organi zati on, Roger Pil akapsi .
MR. Pl LAKAPSI : Thank you, Chair.

And nmy other question was, like, |I'mpretty sure
i n Baker Lake m ning canp, sanme as Rankin here before,
when they used to bl ow up sone dynamte and stuff, it
kind of nade a quite a bit of shock wave. D d it
affect how the aninmals that are new to canp |ike
rabbits, fox, and other stuff? Did you think of any of
that? D d you guys ever check to see how it reacted
and stuff like that?

"Cause | -- | used to work at a mine at Baker at
Meadowbank, and one day it blew up, |ike, 300-plus nore
dynamte at the sane tine. Boy, it had a pretty good

shockwave. And if that's happening here on the open
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mne pit where you guys want to operate, devel op, and
open up, will you guys use dynamte or only heavy
equi pnent ?

And the other one is, like, the -- the vegetation
they eat, are you guys going to cover up that area,
your tailings or the gravel or where you guys said on
that -- on that -- on that map there? It shows that
it's going to be a pretty big area. Are you guys goi ng
to cover up that vegetation that caribou eat, or is it
going to be, like, all sandy area and gravel area where
there's hardly anything like that? That's ny question.
THE CHAI R Agni co Eagl e, Manon Turnel.

M5. TURMEL: Manon Turnel, Agnico Eagl e.

W'd just like to confirm | understood correctly
your two questions. The first one, if we are going to
use dynamte or explosives for the mning activities,
and the second one, you would like to know how we are
going to cover the tailings storage facility? Am|

under st andi ng you correctly?

MR. Pl LAKAPSI : Yes. Yes, that's ny question.
Yeah.
M5. TURMEL: Manon Turnel, Agnico Eagle.

So, yes, as part of our existing open-pit and
underground activities at the Tirigani ag deposit, we
are using explosives or material to blast the rock that

can then be retrieved by the heavy equi pnent. So we
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will continue to utilize that. | amnot sure if you
were part of the site tour with us earlier this week,
but when we stopped to see the wind farmarea, there
was an area just behind our back. That's where the
expl osives or material to blast the rock is being

pr epar ed.

As for your second question, yes, the tailing
storage facility will be covered with waste rock or
rock that does not have any gold. W wll cover -- we
will cover it at closure, and it wll be -- with years,
it wll naturally revegetate. Thank you.

THE CHAI R Kangi gl i nig Hunters and

Trappers Organi zati on, Roger Pil akapsi .

MR. Pl LAKAPSI : Thank you, Chair.

And, yeah, those -- those were ny questions
that -- the way -- the way you -- like, you see the
caribou mgrate every year. You'll see that. | would

like to thank all the -- the KIA and NTI here. They're
t he people who watch over the road and stuff. Thank
you for keeping inforned everybody in Rankin Inlet.

And t hank you.

Sayi si Dene First Nation and Northl ands Denesuli ne
First Nation Questions Agnico Eagle Mnes Limted and
Gover nment of Nunavut

THE CHAI R Nor t hl ands Denesul i ne

First Nation, Kelly d son.
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MR COLSON: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Kelly O son, |egal counsel for Sayisi Dene First Nation
and Northl ands Denesuline First Nation.

This question is for Agnico Eagle in relation to
Slides 25 and 26 about the Commtnent 38 study. In the
techni cal conmments nmade in Novenber 2020 during the
wat erl i ne reconsi deration process, Sayisi Dene
First Nation requested that Agnico Eagle provide a
conci se, consolidated technical description report on
the crossings and deflections of caribou in relation to
the all-weat her access road to address deflections of
cari bou, to address the proponent's assunption that
cari bou can be expected to cross the waterline road
infrastructure in the sanme manner that they cross the
exi sting all-weat her access road.

The techni cal nenorandum dated January 8th, 2021
was filed with the Nunavut |npact Revi ew Board.
Comments were nmade by several parties to the waterline
reconsi deration process including Sayisi Dene
First Nation and Northlands Denesuline First Nation,
rai sing significant concerns about the nmenorandum

As part of the public hearing process for the
wat erl i ne reconsi deration, Agnico Eagle committed to
revising the technical nenorandum which becane
Commitnent 38. In the final hearing report from

July 2021, the Board confirned that revisiting this
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assessnent was crucial to understanding the inpacts of
the waterline project activities along with the

exi sting project activities, noting that w thout

suf ficient background data, analysis on any adverse

I mpacts fromincreased linear infrastructure along the
al | -weat her access road or positive inpacts fromthe
decrease in trucking cannot be reliably predicted

and/ or nonitored. The Board's view was that this
update to the baseline assunptions underlying
nmonitoring of caribou interactions wth the all-weather
access road should be conpleted in advance of the
installation of the waterlines to greatly reduce
uncertainty and provide a baseline --

THE CHAI R Can you sl ow down for the
interpreter. Go back two sentences.

MR, OLSON: Sure. Thank you.

The Board's view was that this update to the
basel i ne assunptions underlying nonitoring of caribou
Interactions wth the all-weather access road in
advance of the installation of the waterlines should
greatly reduce uncertainty and provide a baseline from
which to identify trends and threshol ds before
potential effects associated wwth the waterline's
proposal are identified.

Thr ough subsequent Crown consultations between

Canada, Sayisi Dene, and Northlands Denesuline, the
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responsi ble mnisters agreed that this revised
menor andum was required prior to construction of the
project to enable effective nonitoring and mtigation
of potential effects to caribou. The responsible
mnisters incorporated this matter into Revised Term
and Condition 44 of the project certificate.

Can you please confirmthat Commtnent 38 -- the
Comm tnent 38 study is intended to address the Revised

Term and Condition 44 of the project certificate?

Thank you.
THE CHAI R Agni co Eagl e, Manon Turnel.
M5. TURMEL: Manon Turnel, Agnico Eagl e.

Thank you for your question. Yes, it is. Thank
you.
THE CHAI R: Nor t hl ands Denesul i ne
First Nations, Kelly d son.
MR, OLSON: Thank you, Madam Chair. No

further questions.

THE CHAI R Sayi si Dene First Nation,
Geof f Bussi dor.
MR, BUSSI DOR: Sayi si Dene First Nation,

Geof f Bussi dor.

Good norning. Thank you. | just wanted to say
t hank you to Governnment of Nunavut for providing the
ani mat ed novenents of the caribou from 2015 to 2023 and

al so for Agnico Eagl e maki ng everybody aware that

Dicta Court Reporting Inc.
403-531-0590




485

© 00 N oo o B~ W DN P

N DN D N DD DNN P P PP PR, PRk
o o A W DN P O © 00 N o 0o AW DN O

collared caribou are just a small nunber conpared to
the actual nunber of caribou. This all brings it to a
cl ear visual of, you know, the actual activity.

My col | eague here, Dan Chranowski, biol ogist, has

comments. And |'m done here. Thank you, Madam Chair.

THE CHAI R: Dan Chr anowsKki
MR. CHRANOWEKI : Good norning, everyone. M
name is Dan Chranowski. I|I'mwth Matrix Sol utions, and

I"'ma wldlife biologist advisor with Sayi si Dene and
Nort hl ands Denesuline First Nations.

And | would -- would al so support what Geoff has
nmentioned that | amgrateful for seeing the visua
representation of caribou novenents in and around this
m ne site developnent. They definitely put into
perspective what we tal k about but really always can't
see. And so it was great to have those representations
and vi sual i zations.

| have two or three questions either to Agnico

Eagle and -- and one to Governnent of Nunavut. In
Agni co Eagl e's presentation about caribou -- collared
caribou yesterday -- this is in reference to Slide 7

related to a picture of caribou noving in the
nei ghbour hood of the Meliadine narrows crossing. And
in context -- well, first of all, it indicates the date
as July 3rd, 2020.

And 1'd like to know if Agnico Eagle has any

Dicta Court Reporting Inc.
403-531-0590




486

© 00 N oo o B~ W DN P

N DN D N DD DNN P P PP PR, PRk
o o A W DN P O © 00 N o 0o AW DN O

evidence that -- fromthis picture that the caribou
actually crossed at that location. It indicates
they're close toit. D d they actually cross? Do you
have -- and if you do, is there evidence in the form of
a canera photo, or is there evidence in the form of
hei ght of land direct visual observations?
THE CHAI R Agni co Eagl e, Manon Turnel.
Dan, can you turn your mc off, please. Thanks.
Greg Sharam
MR. SHARAM Thank you, Madam Chair. G eg
Sharam fr om ERM
If we refer to the -- well, et -- let ne start
again. The objective of the canmera programis
primarily to |l ook at caribou interactions with the
road. There was a -- we had one canmera at the crossing
in 2020. Until -- until this hearing, we haven't
really heard a | ot about whether caribou were using the
crossing or not; otherwi se we would have had additi onal
caneras there. The caneras trigger wthin about
30 netres, which is the distance across to the other
table. And so once caribou | eave that area around the
canera, it stops triggering.
So we pick up the caribou passing the canera
headi ng towards the narrows, but once they nove away
fromthe canera, we don't get any further photographs.

We conpared this imge to the nonitoring records for
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that day. There was a |large group of caribou,
presumably the same group, |ocated on the north side of
the narrows, and by norning, that group of caribou had
| eft the area presumably crossed.

So we don't have photos of themactually in the
crossi ng; however, on other days, the nonitoring
records fromsite have observations of the same group
of caribou crossing -- at the crossing. So both on the
north side and on the south side of the crossing.

Thank you.

THE CHAI R Sayi si Dene First Nation,
Dan Chr anowski .

MR. CHRANOWEKI : Thank you, Madam Chair

Thanks, Greg. So you nentioned that there is
docunent ati on of observing caribou at this crossing on
one side to the north, and then not on this particul ar
date, but at other tinmes when Agnico Eagle is doing
hei ght of | and surveys that they are observed on this

side at the north side of the crossing and on the south

side of the crossing. |s that your statenent?
THE CHAI R Agni co Eagl e, Greg Sharam
MR. SHARAM Thank you, Madam Chair.

Yes. On Slide 9, we can see a group of caribou
pi cked up on the daily nonitoring that have crossed the
narr ows.

THE CHAI R Sayi si Dene First Nation,
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Dan Chr anowski .
MR. CHRANOWEKI : Thank you, Madam Chair

So on the Slide 9, the caribou group is indicated
to be on the south side of that general area. |'m
asking for what evidence you have that shows that while
they're there on that side that they actually crossed.
Cari bou can be seen on one side, and they can al so be
seen on the other side. But our interpretation of
crossi ng neans actually crossing, not being near or
besi de, because they may actually have gone anot her
direction. So I'masking if there's actual docunented
evi dence through visual height of |and surveys or
caneras at that particular site, the narrows, that
shows that they actually crossed. And, in particular,
in July 3rd of 2020, this imge. Thank you.
THE CHAI R Agni co Eagl e, Greg Sharam
MR. SHARAM Thank you, Madam Chair.

If you ook at the -- at Slide 9, the report --
t he pol ygon that shows where cari bou were observed is
actually across the narrows show ng that those aninmals
were in -- in the process of crossing. Thank you.
THE CHAI R Sayi si Dene First Nation,
Dan Chr anowski .
MR. CHRANOWEKI : Thank you, Madam Chair.

And thank you for your interpretation. | would

hesitate to say that it's an actual crossing because it
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doesn't prove anything. It proves that they're near
the crossing, and it doesn't prove that they crossed.

I'"d like to nove on to another question sonewhat
related to this. On Slide 12, Agnico Eagle indicates
that in 2020 and 2021, collared caribou passed by the
site when the narrows had open water, and | believe
their indication of this is that since ice was not
there at that tine, that wouldn't be an inpedinent to
the caribou to cross at that | ocation. AmIl correct to
assune that is your -- your interpretation?

THE CHAI R Agni co Eagl e, Dan Coul t on.

Puj j ut Kusugak.

MR, KUSUGAK: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Puj j ut Kusugak, Agnico Eagl e.

From t he know edge that |'ve heard from
grandparents and uncles, if there's ice on the |ake, if
there's any threat of a caribou being injured to its
shins, toits legs, it will not cross because any
injury nmeans that it's life-threatening. And if
they're not going to cross, they're not going to take
their calves across either. So there has to be
assurance that it's going to be safe. So if there's
ice there, then they're not crossing. Matna.

THE CHAI R Dan Coul t on.
MR COULTON: Thank you, Madam Chair. Dan
Coul t on, WS5P.
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So the point here that we were trying to convey is
that there are conditions from-- that have been
identified by local |land users in which the crossings
may not be used by caribou. The photo kind of gives a
sense of what that mght |look like. And we're just
maki ng the statenent that the conditions when cari bou
nove through the area during July 2020 and 2021 was
when there was open water. Thank you.

THE CHAl R Sayi si Dene First Nation,
Dan Chr anowski .
MR, CHRANOWEKI : Thank you, Madam Chair.

Thank you for your answer.

So |l would like to redirect the question to
Governnent of Nunavut. |[If ice was not there --
avai |l abl e near the crossing in those years and cari bou
didn't seemto cross based on ani mations, exanpl es,
woul d the Governnent of Nunavut agree that there's
possi bly other reasons why the caribou didn't cross?
Because ice was not an inpedinent in those years, would
It possibly be that it was the m ne visual disturbance
t hat caused caribou not to cross in those years? Thank
you.

THE CHAI R Gover nnent of Nunavut,
St ephen At ki nson.
MR,  ATKI NSON: Thank you, Madam Chair.

St ephen At ki nson on behal f of the Governnent of
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Nunavut .

The answer -- straight answer is yes, it could
possi bly be the mne. Thank you.

THE CHAI R Sayi si Dene First Nation,
Dan Chr anowski .
MR. CHRANOWEKI : Thank you, Madam Chair.

| have one nore question related to Slide 11 of
t he Agnico Eagle presentation. The slide indicates
that -- the caribou animtions indicated a cal ving
novenent within the regional study area northwest of
the mne. And Agnico Eagle has identified that there
was a -- a group of caribou actually closer to the m ne
than the cari bou ani mati ons on May 31st, 2023.

Can Agni co Eagl e confirm whether the group that
was observed -- and |I'massum ng froma height of |and
survey -- was there any calves in that group? And do
you have docunentation of that?

THE CHAI R Agni co Eagl e, Manon Turnel.
M5. TURMEL: Manon Turnel, Agnico Eagl e.

Thank you for your question. Qur objective when
we do the height of land survey is to identify the
nunber of caribou and their location wth reference to
the 5-kilonetre threshold. So, no, we do not record if
there has been calves or -- just the nunber that we're
| ooki ng at. Thank you.

THE CHAI R Sayi si Dene First Nation,
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Dan Chr anowski .
MR. CHRANOWEKI : Thank you, Madam Chair

Thank you for your answer. It is possibly, then,
a good reason that other types of data could be
col | ected when you're doi ng those observations. That
woul d be very interesting to know what was there ot her
than just the entity of -- | can't read it, but -- a
t housand cari bou.

Yes. Thank you. | have no further questions.
THE CHAI R At habasca Denesul i ne Ne Ne
Land Corporation, D ane MDonal d.

MS. MCDONALD: Good norning. D ane MDonal d,
At habasca Denesuline Ne Ne Land Cor porati on.

| just want to say good norning, everyone, and for
the Elder for the opening prayer for this norning. At
this tinme we do not have any questions. Thank you.
Nunavut | nmpact Revi ew Board Staff Questions Governnent
of Nunavut and Agni co Eagle
THE CHAI R Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board
staff, Tara Arko.

M5. ARKO Thank you, Madam Chair.

W have just a couple questions. W'Ill try and
keep them brief. Regarding the caribou collar
novenent -- and this is directed to the Governnent of
Nunavut -- when you | ook at the novenent at the | ocal

| evel around the project, there's a visible shift once
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the project was constructed. W have heard concerns
that there are |larger shifts -- or -- sorry --
| arger-scale shifts in the herd s novenent.

Is there a shift visible when you | ook at the
novenent at a nore regional scale? And, if so, what
may the factors be that are causing that?

THE CHAI R: Gover nnent of Nunavut,
St ephen At ki nson.
MR.  ATKI NSON: Thank you, Madam Chair.

St ephen At ki nson on behal f of the Governnent of

Nunavut .

There -- there certainly is a -- a shift at a nore
regional, larger scale in terns of the -- the
di stribution of the herd in both -- in -- in calving,

post-cal ving, and summer. There is a neno that was
subm tted by Agnico Eagle dated August 2023. It was
entitled "Brownian Bridge Mdtion [sic] Mdel" which
shows a series of maps through tinme show ng the
| ocation of the -- the herd's calving, post-calving,
and sunmer ranges, and shows you the -- the shift that
has occurred.

In terns of factors responsible for that shift, at
a regional scale, we -- we don't have a definitive
answer al though natural, normal shifts in range occur
in-- in all caribou herds. Calving grounds nove,

post - cal vi ng grounds nove, and nmigratory pathways woul d
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al so nove over tine because of natural causes. Thank

you.
THE CHAI R NIl RB staff, Tara Arko.
M5. ARKO Thank you, Madam Chair.

Tara Arko, Nunavut |npact Review Board staff.

This one is, again, directed at the Governnent of
Nunavut. |In Agnico Eagle's wind farm nmanagenent plan
and terrestrial environnment and mtigation plan, Agnico
Eagl e has proposed to use collar data to evaluate the
current state and changes to cari bou novenent and
di stribution.

Can the Governnent of Nunavut describe what it
sees as limtations in considering collar -- caribou
collar data for evaluating these aspects? Are there
any limtations, basically? Thank you.

THE CHAI R Gover nnent of Nunavut,
St ephen At ki nson.

MR.  ATKI NSON: Thank you, Madam Chair.
St ephen At ki nson on behal f of the Governnent of
Nunavut .

In terns of the limtations of collar data, we --
it was di scussed yesterday by Agnico Eagle that one of
the limtations is there being only up to 50 collars
and that this mght not be representative of the herd.
That is a potential |Iimtation, although you did hear

fromDr. David Lee from NTl earlier, who's experienced
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with working with caribou collar data and surveying
herds concurrently, is that they do typically reflect
quite accurately the distribution of the herd.

But, nevertheless, it is somewhat of a limtation.
However, the collar data thenselves are very detail ed
in the sense that we have nultiple | ocations for each
i ndi vi dual per day, so they provide a very fine scale
of -- of novenent and behaviour, these collars. So in
that sense, they do provide a very, very valuable too
for assessing the novenents and distribution change of
cari bou around the project.

And their one strength above all else in
conparison to other fornms of nonitoring around the
proj ect such as behavi oural studies and hei ght of |and
surveys is that they provide us with what we call
over-the-horizon nonitoring. That is -- that is
nonitoring at a greater distance beyond that which
human -- human eyes can see. Road surveys typically
are only effective up to a distance of about a
kil ometre. Beyond that, they tend to be less -- |ess
effective. Mst people can't see cari bou beyond 3 or
4 kilometres if you're lucky, whereas the collars can
give us information on what caribou are doing at
5 kilometres, 10 kilonetres, 20 or 30 kilonmetres. And
that is extrenely inportant when you are | ooking at the

effects of a potential project such as the wind farm
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because we have concerns that the -- the effects of the
farmon caribou novenents and distribution will -- wll
have a spatial footprint of tens of kilonetres, not
just a few hundred netres. So we need that -- we need
that larger-scale data to be able to | ook at those

bi gger zones of influence that we cannot detect through
ground- based observation. Thank you.

THE CHAI R Nl RB staff, Tara Arko.

M5. ARKO Thank you, Madam Chair.

Tara Arko, Nunavut |npact Review Board staff.

This one is directed at both the Governnent of
Nunavut as well as Agnico Eagle. G ven sone of the
limtations of caribou collar data, how confident are
bot h Agni co Eagl e and the Governnent of Nunavut in
using this caribou collar data to understand changes or
I npacts to caribou novenent and distribution? Thank
you, Madam Chair.

THE CHAI R: Gover nnent of Nunavut,
St ephen At ki nson.

MR.  ATKI NSON: Thank you, Madam Chair.
St ephen At ki nson on behal f of the Governnent of
Nunavut .

In the interest of tinme, I'lIl answer that very
qui ckly. Very confident. The collar data have a
denonstrated use in published literature as a -- as a

val id means of assessing the inpacts of -- of
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infrastructure. Thank you.
THE CHAI R Agni co Eagl e, Manon Turnel.
M5. TURMEL: Manon Turnel, Agnico Eagl e.
So collaring is one of the tool that we have in
our tool box, but as part of the w nd farm managenent
plan and the terrestrial plan, we al so have behavi oural
nmonitoring. W' re using caneras, on-the-ground
observation. So it's one of the tools. Thank you.
THE CHAl R Nl RB staff, Tara Arko.
M5. ARKO Thank you, Madam Chair.
Tara Arko, Nunavut | npact Review Board staff.
Last question directed to the Governnent of
Nunavut. Does the Governnent of Nunavut have any
i nformati on about caribou density in the project area
prior to the commencenent of operations that can be
shared as part of this assessnent? Thank you, Madam
Chair.
THE CHAI R: Gover nnent of Nunavut,
St ephen At ki nson.
MR.  ATKI NSON: Thank you, Madam Chair.
St ephen At ki nson on behal f of the Governnent of
Nunavut .
There are two parts to the answer. In terns of
overall herd density, we will have to check and -- and
get back to you to see whether there are existing data,;

however, with respect to establishing an index of
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density using collar locations, that would be possi bl e,
al though that is an analysis that woul d not be
conpleted in the space of this hearing. Thank you.
THE CHAI R: Before we continue with
gquestions, we're going to take a lunch break unti
1:00. It's 11:45 right now Just so we can beat the
| unch hour traffic. W'Il see you after lunch. W'l
reconvene at 1.
( PROCEEDI NGS ADJOURNED UNTIL 1 PM
( PROCEEDI NGS RECOMVENCED AT 1: 03 PM
THE CHAI R Wl cone back, everyone.
Continuing where we |left off before the | unch break.
Questions from N RB staff, Tara Arko.
MS. ARKO Thank you, Madam Chair. Tara
Ar ko, Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board.

From that response, | believe we acknow edge t hat
sone of the analysis may not be imredi ately avail abl e,
and we will take the other portion as deferred to be
foll owed up tonorrow.

Thank you, Madam Chair. That's it for the NIRB
staff.
THE CHAI R W will now start with the
I ntervenor presentations and Agenda |tem 10.

During this part of the technical sessions,
intervenors will deliver an overview presentation about

their jurisdiction and outstanding and resol ved
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techni cal issues regarding the Meliadi ne extension

proposal .
The first presentation wll be fromthe Nunavut
Tunngavi k I ncorporated. [|'ll ask that our | egal

counsel swear or affirmthe next group of presenters
and mark the exhibits so that we can begin with
presentations. N RB |egal counsel.

Procedural Matters by Nunavut |npact Review Board Legal
Counsel

M5. NMEADOWS: Thank you, Madam Chair.

Teresa Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut | npact
Revi ew Boar d.

So if I can have the wtnesses please state and
spell your nane for the record, and if you would |ike
to use the mcrophones that are over there for your
entire panel to be sworn in or affirmed at the sane

time, please do so. Thank you.

MR. NI RLUNGAYUK: My nane is Gabri el
Ni rlungayuk, GA-B-RI-E-L NI-RL-UNGA-Y-UK
MR. NMERCER: Raynond Mer cer,

RAY-MOND ME-R CER

MR. GREENE: My nanme is Ezra G eene,
E-Z-R-A, l|last nane GR-E-E-N-E
MR. DEAN: Thank you. Bert Dean,

B-E-R-T;: the | ast nanme Dean, D E-A-N
M5. MEADOWG: Thank you.
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Teresa Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut
| npact Revi ew Boar d.

Do the witnesses wi sh to be sworn or affirnmed?

MR, NI RLUNGAYUK: Af firmed.

MR. MERCER: Affirmed, please.
VR. GREENE: Affirmed.

MR DEAN: And affirmed.

GABRI EL NI RLUNGAYUK, RAYMOND MERCER, BERT DEAN,
AND EZRA GREENE, Affirned
M5. NMEADOWS: Thank you, Madam Chair.

Teresa Meadows for the Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board.

So, Madam Chair, | have a hard copy of the
presentation nmaterials that are -- have been filed with
the Board but that will be presented here, and |

propose to mark that as the next exhibit in this public
heari ng, and those are ny procedural matters, Madam
Chair.

EXH BIT 7 - Hard Copy Power Point Presentation

“Agnico Eagle Mnes Limted' s (AEMs)

Mel | adi ne Extension Project Proposal
THE CHAI R Thank you, Teresa.

Nunavut Tunngavi k | ncor porated, you can proceed.
Presentati on by Nunavut Tunngavi k | ncorporated (Agnico
Eagle Mnes Limted' s (AEM s) Ml adi ne Extension
Proj ect Proposal

MR. NI RLUNGAYUK: Thank you, Madam Chair. [|'m
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very pleased that we're invited here. W're here
representing Nunavut Tunngavi k. Thank you to the Board

for holding the public hearing on an inportant m ning

proposal in our region, and I'm-- if there's any
questions to be nade, our staff here is willing to --
will be willing to answer any questions that are

ari sing.

David Lee is not present here in person, but he's
online. [|I'mGabriel N rlungayuk. | work for NTI
Nunavut Tunngavi k. |'mnot originally fromhere, but
|"ve been living here for the past 25 years here in
Rankin. | amoriginally and was raised in Kugaar uk,
and I'mfromthe Netsilik Can. Wen | noved here, |
realized that | was anongst people of the caribou.

| want to renenber sonme of nmy friends that have
passed on, especially Ittinuar. He was a great hunter.
As an El der, he did an excellent job, and he was al so
my mentor, and he was a great person to educate nme nore
on ny culture and on ny hunting ways.

Thank you here in Rankin. Thank you again for
being able to give us our presentation comng from
Nunavut Tunngavi k here at this hearing that's being
hel d by the Nunavut | npact Review Board holding this
public hearing on an inportant m ning proposal in our
region, and |'m happy to be here with you and all the

participants here in Rankin.
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We have sone concerns that are still outstanding
i ssues with the Meliadi ne extension proposal, including
potential inpacts to the Meliadine -- to Mli adine
Lake. W need to get nore detail with regards to
Mel i adine, and there are already inpacts to the | ake
and also to the caribou herd. There are already
i npacts to the Qamanirjuaq caribou herd and Inuit
harvesting. As Inuit, we love to hunt. It's our
source of country food.

Bef ore we begin our presentation, Nunavut
Tunngavi k I ncorporated will go into -- maybe introduce
ourselves or who NTI is. NIl is a -- in 1993 the
agreenent was put in place about our |and claim
agreenent and aboriginal rights, such as a duty to
consult under Section 35 of the Canadi an Constituti on,
and treaty rights, neaning Nunavut Agreenent rights and
obligations. This is an agreenent, and rights and
obligations are to be treated as such.

|"mgoing to speak in English for -- Ilike,
briefly. 1t's NIl's role to ensure that processes |ike
this hearing fully respects the Nunavut Agreenent and
t he Nunavut Pl anni ng and Proj ect Assessnent Act as well
as uphold Inuit participation and consultation
requirenents.

In this public hearing, Nunavut Tunngavik is

supporting the Kivalliq Inuit Association, the Kivallig
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wildlife board, and the Kangiqlinig Hunters and
Trappers Organi zation, and the comrunity
representatives here in Rankin Inlet and surroundi ng
conmuni ti es.

In addressing issues that are of concern to Inuit,
i ncluding the pronotion of Inuit culture and the
safeguarding of wildlife, environnment, our culture, our
| and, and our econony. Qur econony is a little bit
different than what is the econony of Agnico Eagle.

Regar di ng unresol ved issues at this public
hearing, NTI continues to be concerned about
I ncrease -- increasing the discharge into the Meliadine
Lake. It is our drinking water. W eat the fish
there, and we enjoy the scenery over there. And |ike
the hunters and trappers alluded to yesterday, the
streans go all over, not just to ljiralik but to Peter
Lake and the surroundi ng areas.

The Board has heard that the discharge level into
Mel i adi ne Lake is changing the quality of the water and
I npacting its use by Inuit. Inuit have to go a little
bit further to go get safe drinking water.

And people talk a little bit about the tea. Inuit
know what the quality of tea | ooks like, so there
shoul dn't be any argunent against that, the col our of
t he tea.

In 2021, Agnico Eagle Mnes conmtted to
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mnimzing or elimnating surface contact discharge to
Mel i adi ne Lake, Term and Condition 25A of the project
certificate.

The assessnment of the Kivalliqg Inuit Association
Is the actual discharge to Meliadine Lake will increase
substantially with the Meliadi ne extension proposal,
and this is a magjor concern for Inuit. NTI views this
Is a significant adverse inpact that has not been
resol ved. NTI believes a solution is needed that
di verts di scharges away from Meli adine Lake to Itivia
Har bour, and the devel opnent of a new term and
condition that sets quantitative limts on actual
di scharge to Meliadi ne Lake through this N RB process.

| npacts on caribou. NTI, Nunavut Tunngavi k,
shares concerns expressed by the Kivalliq Hunters and
Trappers Association and the Kivalliqg Inuit Association
regarding the potential inpacts of the wind farm on
barren-ground cari bou behaviour and its mgration.

Research on wind farmcaribou interaction is
scarce, and sone results indicate potential inpacts.
For exanpl e, studies undertaken in northern Scandi navi a
have identified a zone of influence that extended
beyond 10 kilonetres. However, because these caribou
are sem -donesticated, sone of the novenents and
di stur bances avoi dance pattern are |likely conditioned

by the Sami herders. W do not herd our cari bou.
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For this reason, observed responses in Scandi navi a
may not be directly conparable to mainland mgratory
barren-land cari bou such as the Qamanirjuaq herd.
Therefore, there remains a high degree of uncertainty.
The El ders from Saskat chewan i ndi cated that we do not
know, so it's a very high uncertainty what's going to
happen.

The value of Qamanirjuaq herd to Kivalliqg Inuit
cannot be underestimated. The proposed |ocation of the
wind farmis prinme hunting area critical for food
security. The community of Rankin Inlet relies on that
area to be able to harvest caribou for our famlies and
beyond.

NTI agrees with the Kivalliqgq Inuit Association and
the Kivallig Hunters and Trappers Organi zation that our
current | ack of understanding of the inpacts of the
proposed wi nd farmon their behaviour and m gration of
the Qamanirjuaq caribou creates a high risk to the herd
that is unacceptable. Nunavut Tunngavi k | ncor por at ed
supports the Kivalliqg Inuit Association and the hunters
and trappers organization in their subm ssions
regarding the significant and adverse potential inpacts
of the proposed wind farmon the Qamanirjuaqg cari bou
her d.

Nunavut Tunngavi k | ncor por ated opposes the w nd

farmat the current proposed | ocation due to the risk
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to caribou and harvesting. A high risk of inpact to

t he Qamanirjuaq caribou herd poses a significant inpact
to Inuit harvesting and food security fromthe proposed
wind farm Agnico Eagle M nes' additional information
does not sufficiently address potential inpacts on
Inuit harvesting rights fromthe proposed wi nd farm

It is NTl's view that Agnico Eagle M nes'
comm tment to resol ve outstandi ng concerns regarding
Caribou Commitnment 38, which we've been tal king a
little bit this norning -- it's still remaining
out st andi ng, but we understand that AEM and KIA wi |l be
I n discussions to resolve this issue.

NTI views the terrestrial advisory group as an
I nportant tool to assist in incorporating Inuit
Qauj i maj atugangit and the community know edge in the
m ne operations to ensure terrestrial values, |ike
cari bou, are protected.

For Commitnent 38, the terrestrial advisory group
was presented draft results on the novenent at the June
nmeeting. Menbers expressed that nore work, discussions
was needed. As far as lnuit Qaujimjatugangit, the
report should include nore details about what Inuit
Qauj i maj atugangit was used and how it was incorporated.

There was no TAG reconmendati on to endorse the
report as final. For the terrestrial advisory group to

function well, the work cannot be rushed, and nore
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effort should be made to reach the consensus.

In conclusion, the information provided by Agnico
Eagl e M nes does not fully address Inuit concerns
regarding inpacts and, in sone areas, does not fully
reflect or consider Inuit Qaujinmajatugangit.

NTlI wel conmes Agnico Eagle Mnes' efforts to date
but encourages Agnico Eagle Mnes to seek alternatives
t hat addresses the concerns expressed by Inuit.
Concerns remaining -- regarding the Meliadi ne extension
proposal, particularly regarding significant adverse
i npacts to Meliadine Lake and its use by Inuit as well
as to caribou and Inuit harvesting, these issues nust
be resol ved.

NTlI thanks the Board for considering our
subm ssion and holding this public hearing here in
Rankin Inlet to carefully assess the Meli adi ne
ext ensi on proposal, taking into account the know edge
provi ded by Inuit organi zations, comunity
representatives, and all the intervenors. W | ook
forward to continued involvenent in this review
process. Thank you.

THE CHAI R Thank you, Nunavut Tunngavi k
I ncorporated, for your presentation.

Now questions to Nunavut Tunngavi k | ncor por at ed.

Kivalliqg Inuit Association, Luis Manzo.

MR, MANZC Luis Manzo, Kivalliq Inuit
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Association. No questions at this tine.

THE CHAI R Gover nnment of Nunavut, Stephen
At ki nson.

Gover nnent of Nunavut Questions Nunavut Tunngavi k

I ncor por at ed

MR.  ATKI NSON: Thank you, Madam Chair.

St ephen At ki nson on behal f of the Governnent of

Nunavut .

One question | would have for NTI is whether or
not you do have any recomrendations -- if a wind farm
were operating, if you have any reconmmendati ons on how
it should be managed in response to caribou in terns of
shutting it down or anything like that? Thank you.
THE CHAI R Kivalliqg Inuit Association,
Gabriel Nirlungayuk.

MR. NI RLUNGAYUK: Gabriel Nirlungayuk.

Thanks, Governnent of Nunavut, for that question.
| would |ike our biologist, who is online, David Lee,
to answer that question.

THE CHAI R Nl RB | egal counsel.

Procedural Matters By Nunavut |npact Review Board Legal
Counsel

MS. MEADOWS: Thank you, Madam Chair.

Teresa Meadows, | egal counsel for the Nunavut | npact
Revi ew Boar d.

For those of you in the room you just saw that
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Madam Chair is way ahead of ne on this one.
M. Lee, if | can get you to state and spell your

nane for the record, and then | will adm nister the

oat h because you' ve not yet been sworn in.

MR. LEE: Yes. Thank you. Just

confirmng you can hear ne?

THE CHAI R Yeah, we can hear you.
MR. LEE: Thank you, Madam Chair, and
t hank you, legal counsel. M nane is David Lee,

D-A-V-1-D L-E-E

M5. NMEADOWS: Thank you, M. Lee.
Teresa Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut

| npact Revi ew Boar d.

DAVI D LEE, Affirned

M5. MEADOWG: Thank you, M. Lee.
Those are ny procedural nmatters.

THE CHAI R: You may proceed.

MR. LEE: Thank you, Madam Chair.
In response to the Government of Nunavut's

guestion, |I'll have to apol ogi ze because it wll not

directly answer your question.

We have not -- | had not considered options should

a wind farm be established because froma precautionary

approach, provided the uncertainty that's been
presented in this neeting and fromliterature review,

our recommendation is not to construct a wnd farm at
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that location. So providing any recomendati ons woul d

be di si ngenuous. Thank you.

THE CHAI R Gover nment of Nunavut, Stephen
At ki nson.
MR, ATKI NSON: St ephen At ki nson on behal f of

t he Governnent of Nunavut. No further questions.
Thank you.
THE CHAI R Crown- I ndi genous Rel ati ons and
Nort hern Affairs Canada, Spencer Dewar.
MR. DEWAR Quj annam i k, Madam Chair,
Spencer Dewar, Crown-Indi genous Rel ati ons and Northern
Affairs Canada. The CGovernnment of Canada has no
gquestions at this tine.
THE CHAI R Kangi gl i nig Hunters and
Trappers Organi zati on, Noel Kal udjak.
MR, KALUDJAK: Thank you, Madam Chair. Noel
Kal udj ak, Kangi gliniqg Hunters and Trappers
Or gani zat i on.

We would I'i ke to thank Nunavut Tunngavi k
I ncorporated with their presentation, and we agree with
them Thank you.
THE CHAI R Nor t hl ands Denesul i ne Fir st
Nat i on, Benjam n Denechezhe.
Nort hl ands Denesuline First Nation Questions Nunavut
Tunngavi k | ncor por at ed

MR. DENECHEZHE: Thank you. Benjamn
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Denechezhe, Northlands First Nati on.

| would like to thank NTI for their presentation.
It was well thought out and very interesting points
that you nmake cl ear here.

| also want to nmention for the record when TAG --
when you said Tadoul e Lake Northlands First Nations are
al so part of TAG and Tadoul e Lake and Northl ands are
participants of the terrestrial advisory group.

One of the significant concerns that -- | have
addressed it before, but your presentation has set it
out real clear, when you say country food. Were we
reside fromis the border, the treeline area, and year
after year, the caribou, they mgrate the sane route
every tine they cone around our area.

|'ve seen the patterns of the caribou right from
the '70s. In the '70s, the mgration route for the
caribou -- actually, the barren-lands that mgrate to
this part of the country, they usually conme around al
over southern -- northern Saskatchewan and part of
Mani t oba. There used to be plenty.

In the ' 70s since they started the m nes around
nort hern Saskat chewan, they started to decline and nove
away. And later on there was a power |ine that was
being built that also affected. Now, northern
Saskat chewan, our nei ghbours that are here today, they

go many nmles for the caribou every winter.
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As you know, you've heard before there is also
consideration of the clinmte change, and the m ne
sonehow affects the pattern and the behavi our of the
mgration. Like | said yesterday when |I was speaking,
no one knows in this roomhow the caribou are going to
react or behave. Al we're tal king about is
specul ati ons, assunptions, think that this is how
they're going to do because of sone various informtion
that we gathered. But, like |I said, it mght affect
our way of life, and I'mreally very concerned because
we depend on the caribou. Year after year we depend on
it.

So sonehow this migration route, the caribous have
been com ng here in the sane pattern ever since |
remenber. Ever since | was a child, ny grandpa told ne
about this, that they cone into this area for the
little ones to be born, and they go back, and they
still do it today.

And t hese devel opnent -- the mning industry and
all that, sonehowit's going to affect. W don't know.
As |'ve heard sone presentations about the water
quality that are going into the Meliadine Mne, it's
going to affect other lakes. | tell you that.

Where we cone fromin Northern Manitoba, sonehow
these mning industries affect our way of |ife because

our next-door nei ghbour is one of the highest uranium
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producers in the world in northern Saskat chewan, and
| atel y our people are passing on in sickness by cancer.

As | speak here, three of ny siblings, two of them
are diagnosed with cancer, and one is still trying to
find out if it is.

So ny recomendation is the location of the w nd
farm shoul d be thought of and put in an area where it's
suitable for everybody because NTlI just nentioned that
the source food in the prinme area for our -- their
hunting area.

Inuit and Dene, they are no different. They
depend on the caribou. So whenever it's possible that
we, as one, have to protect our way of life. Qur land
are a little bit different, but our lifestyle is
identical, that we love the |and, and we | ove the
cari bou, and we | ove the water and the fish.

So with that, | would like to thank NTI for their

presentati ons and Mahsi cho.

THE CHAI R Sayi si Dene First Nation,
Geof f Bussi dor.
MR. BUSSI DOR: Thank you, Madam Chair.

Sayi si Dene First Nation representative, Geoff
Bussidor. No comments at this time, but ditto on
Benj am n Denechezhe's comrents, and thank you, NTI, for
the presentation. W agree with you too. Masi.

THE CHAI R At habasca Denesul i ne Ne Ne
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Land Corporation, D ane MDonal d.

At habasca Denesuline Ne Ne Land Corporation Questions
Nunnavut Tunngavi k | ncor por at ed

M5. MCDONALD: D ane McDonal d, At habasca
Denesul i ne Land Cor porati on.

Good afternoon, everyone. |'d like to thank the
NTI for their presentation. Certainly we do support
NTI's presentation in terns of the opposition to the
wi nd turbines in the proposed | ocation.

We al so support and acknow edge the inportance of
country foods. As Dene people, for tine inmrenorial, we
follow the cari bou, our ancestors. W lived off the
| and, and the main food source for us is the caribou
with -- including, you know, the Inuit. This is the
primary food source for us in Saskatchewan, and w t hout
the caribou mgrating down into Saskatchewan or the
northern portion and Northwest Territory, giving us the
i npacts of industry would take the way of |ife away
fromus as Dene people, and we nust understand that and
respect that.

Socially, economcally, that's what the caribou --
woul d have an effect on our harvesting rights as Dene
peopl e i n Saskatchewan. And we are very m ndful for
the Inuit and respecting their territory, as we are
here this past week. And certainly for the protection

and the harvesting rights is very inportant for us,
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I ncluding the areas, the harvesting areas, the
m gration routes, the post-calving grounds. These are
key conponents.

As ny late grandfather would say, that the caribou
is the blood |ine of the people. Were the caribou
calf is |ike the nother wonb, and if you disturb that,
it's ike a woman having a child and taking away those
fundanental things that those -- the child as they grow
up, and that's the sane thing for the caribou. So in
terms of that, that we nust understand and respect the
cari bou and the people. W are connected. W are
connected to the land. W are connected to the water.

W' ve faced many chal l enges in Saskatchewan. W
have 32 abandoned m nes surroundi ng us. W understand
the inpacts that we faced over -- over the years, and
we still have continued mning of uranium and ot her
potential mnes that could |l ead to devel opnent and
expl orati on.

So the challenges that we faced over the years
hel ps us maybe educate what we faced in terns of the
chal | enges on the inpacts to our land, the wildlife,
the birds, the fish, the quality of water. So for that
reason, | want to say that the food source, in terns of
that, we al so support NTI for the presentation. Wth
t hat, masi.

THE CHAI R Agni co Eagl e, Manon Turnel.
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M5. TURMEL: Manon Turnel, Agnico Eagl e.
W do not have any questions and are | ooking
forward to continuing to work with Nunavut Tunngavi k as

part of the terrestrial advisory group. Thank you.
THE CHAI R Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board
staff, Tara Arko.
M5. ARKO Thank you, Madam Chair.
Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board staff.

We do not have questions for NTI at this tine.
Thank you, Madam Chair.
THE CHAI R Any questions fromthe Board?
Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board Chair Questions Nunavut
Tunngavi k | ncor por at ed
THE CHAI R | have a couple of questions.
On your slide for inpacts to caribou, you nentioned
that for reindeer they have a 10-kilonetre -- | can't
remenber off the top of ny head the way you phrased,
but is it because the turbines are visible from
10 kil onetres and they react to the turbines when they
see them or can you el aborate on what the factors are
with that 10-kilonmetre boundary?

Nunavut Tunngavi k I ncorporated, Gbri el

Ni r |l ungayuk.
MR NI RLUNGAYUK: Gabriel N rlungayuk, Nunavut
Tunngavi k. | would |ike our biologist, David Lee, to

answer that question.
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THE CHAI R Davi d Lee.
MR. LEE: Thank you, Madam Chair.

Yes, essentially that's correct. And a review of
studi es done by Skarin and Al hman in 2014, they
reported that sem -donesticated rei ndeer exhibited
avoi dance behaviour up to 12 kil onmetres away from
infrastructure and related activities. Wile visual
factors could not be necessarily confirnmed, we did hear
fromthe Governnent of Nunavut that based on anot her
study fromreindeer herders, that as soon as they
brought their herd above a ridge where there was visual
line of sight, there was cl ear avoi dance behavi our.

| hope that hel ps answer that question. Thank
you.

THE CHAI R: And | would also Iike to know
if NTI is leading or is aware of any Inuit-|led regional
noni toring progranms that include caribou that can help
i nform any potential gaps in caribou data or

i nformation that we've heard so far wwthin the region
or if there are any pl anned.

Nunavut Tunngavi k I ncorporated, Gabri el
Ni rl ungayuk.

MR. NI RLUNGAYUK: Gabriel N rlungayuk. 1'Il let
David Lee answer that.

THE CHAI R Davi d Lee.

MR. LEE: Thank you, Madam Chair.
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| am not aware of any activity of that nature
except for specific interactions by the different
parties, Kivalliq Inuit Association and Kangiqlinig HTO
and AEM on sone of the recent research regarding the
caneras -- renote caneras. Thank you
THE CHAI R: Thank you for your responses,
and thank you for your presentation.

We're going to continue with the agenda. Now to
the presentation of the Kivalliq Inuit Association.

| wll ask that our |egal counsel swear or affirm
the next group of presenters and mark the exhibits so
that we can begin with preparations. N RB | ega
counsel .

Procedural Matters by Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board Legal
Counsel

M5. NMEADOWS: Thank you, Madam Chair.

Teresa Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut |npact
Revi ew Boar d.

So, Madam Chair, while the Panel for the Kivalliq
Inuit Association gets settled, I will just advise the
participants that | have before ne two hard copy
presentations that the Kivalliqg Inuit Association wll
now be presenting, one in English, one in Inuktitut,
and | will be marking those as the next two exhibits in
this public hearing, and | wll just wait a second 'til

the Kivallig Inuit Association is settled in.
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EXH BIT 8 - Hard Copy Power Point Presentation

“Envi ronment al Assessnent of the Meliadine

Ext ensi on Proposal: Technical Presentation of

Fi nal Environnental |npact Statenent

Addenduni ( Engli sh)

EXH BIT 9 - Hard Copy, Power Poi nt

Presentation “Environnmental Assessnent of the

Mel i adi ne Extension Proposal: Technica

Presentation of Final Environnental | npact

St at ement Addendunt (I nuktitut)

V5. MEADOWS: Thank you, Madam Chair
Teresa Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut | npact
Revi ew Boar d.

If | can have the witnesses for the next panel
state and spell your nanme for the record, please.
MR. MANZGO Thank you, Madam Chai r man.
name i s Luis Manzo, Director of Lands,

L-U-1-S MA-N-Z-O

MR, MCDOUGALL: Thank you. Matt MDougal |
MAT-T MCGCD OUGA-L-L.

M5. GUNN: Anne GQunn, A-N-N-E G U NN
MR. BEARDSALL: Craig Beardsall, Kivalliq

I nuit Association. Caig, GRAI1-G Beardsall,
B-E-A-R D S A L-L.

MR, SEXTON: Al an Sexton. The first nane
Al an, A-L-A-N;, last nane Sexton, S-E-X-T-O N.
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THE CHAI R Thank you.
Teresa Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut
| npact Revi ew Boar d.

Do the w tnesses wish to be sworn or affirned?

MR, MANZCO Affirm
VR, MCDOUGALL: "1l affirm
M5, GUNN: Affirm
MR. BEARDSALL: Affirm
VR,  SEXTON: Yeah, affirm

LU S MANZO, MATTHEW MCDOUGALL, ANNE GUNN, CRAI G
BEARDSALL, AND ALAN SEXTON, Affirned
MS. MEADOWS: Teresa Meadows, | egal counse
for the Nunavut |npact Review Board. Thank you, Madam
Chair, those are ny procedural matters.
THE CHAI R Kivalliqg Inuit Association,
you nay proceed.
Presentation by the Kivallig Inuit Association
(Environnental Assessnent of the Meliadi ne Extension
Proposal, Technical Presentation of Final Environnental
| npact Statenment Addendum
MR. MANZG Thank you, Madam Chair man.
Luis Manzo, Kivalliqg Inuit Association. M nane is
Luis Manzo, Director of Lands, Kivalliqgq Inuit
Associ ati on.

"Il be delivering the presentation with the

assi stance of Alan Sexton, Matt MDougall and -- Al an
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Sext on, geol ogy; Anne GQunn, wildlife biology; and Craig
Beardsall, wildlife officer in environnment for the
nmonitoring on the road; and our |egal counsel, Jonathan
Kat z.

First I will start with thanks to the Nunavut
| npact Review Board for organi zing the public hearings
and allowing the Kivallig Inuit Association comunity
menbers, others, and all other parties the chance to
nmeet today and review the Ml iadi ne extension proposal.

Thank you to the haml et of Rankin Inlet, the
entire community, and those of the Kivalliq region who
are here this week to speak on behalf of their own
conmuni ti es.

W also -- we'd like a special welcone to the
Nort hl ands Denesuline First Nation, Sayisi Dene First
Nati on, and At habasca Denesuline Ne Ne Land
Corporation. W welcone everyone to Rankin Inlet.

The Kivalliqg Inuit Association is representing
Inuit in admnistrative provisions of the Nunavut | and
clainms in the Kivalliq region with respect to surface
Inuit-owned | and rights and nanagenent.

The Kivalliqg Inuit Association's mssion is to
represent lnuit in a fair and denocratic manner in the
devel opnent, protection, and adm ni stration and
advancenent of the rights and benefits of Inuit.

The Nunavut Agreenent, Article 17, provide that
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the purpose of Inuit-owned land is to pronote
self-reliances and the cultural and social well-being
of Inuit now and into the future. As the |and manor is
anonynous, |nuit-owned | ands nust be nanaged in a way
t hat sustain and enhance the value of the |and and
protect future generations. It cannot be forgotten
that the Inuit associations -- the rights through the
Nunavut Agreenment to secure the future for generations
to cone, and that any devel opnent on surface

I nuit-owned | ands nust be supported by Inuit and the
Kivalliqg region.

The objectives of the Kivalliq Inuit Association
are to review -- for the Meliadi ne extension proposal
are to ensure that the potential inpacts and benefits
are conprehensively assessed to ensure Inuit
Qauj i maj atugangit val ues are incorporated into inpact
determ nations, mtigation matters, project design,
noni toring, and, nost inportant, to ensure that the
voice of the Inuit are heard and respected.

The Kivalliqg Inuit Association has submtted 16
initial information requests and 13 technical coments.
The final witten mssion wwth the Kivalliq Inuit
Associ ation were submtted to the Nunavut |npact Review
Board in July 26, 2023, and these final witten
subm ssion renmain the core positions of the Kivalliq

| nuit Associ ati on.
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The comments put forward by the Kivalliqg Inuit
Association to date related to Inuit enpowernent, Inuit
social and cultural and econom c wel | -being, harvesting
rights, including inpacts on caribou, which are of
upnost i nportance to Inuit, the deposition with the
in-pit tailing and -- or waste rock inpact in Mliadine
Lake in surface contact water.

Today the majority of the technical coments for
the Kivallig Inuit Association remain unresolved and
require further discussion with the proponent and ot her
participants. | want to enphasize that the M nister of
Northern and Indian Affairs', on August 5th of 2022,
advice was to focus the review and the inpacts to
cari bou and inpacts to the Mliadine Lake for this
speci fic assessnent.

The Kivalliq Inuit Association has |istened to the
hunters and trappers organi zati ons and the comrunity
menbers and wants to voice clearly that it objects --
that it objects to wwnd farns taking place in the mne
site. Through this presentation, it will be made clear
why a precautionary approach is necessary when
assessi ng the Meliadi ne extension proposal,
specifically to the wind farns.

The renai nder of this presentation will be
structured into four conponents: The first being the

soci oeconom ¢ environment, the second being inpact on
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cari bou, that they're being in-pit deposition intended
of waste rocks and -- for discharge to Mliadine | ake.

And we'll find fromthis presentation that the
i ssues of utnost inportance to the Kivalliq Inuit
Association and Inuit are the inpacts to cari bou and
the inpacts to the Meliadi ne Lake. (1 NDI SCERNI BLE)

I ssues, which the mnister nmentions and (I NDI SCERNI BLE)
to be the focus inthis review. The issues relating to
cari bou, the placenents of the wind farmon | nuit-owned
| ands and inpacts to Meliadi ne Lake are as significant
to lnuit as they're related to rights, warranty on
their (I NDI SCERNI BLE) agreenent.

So soci oeconom c environnent. The Kivalliq Inuit
Associ ation wi shes to advi se the Nunavut | npact Revi ew
Board that the Technical Review Comrents 10 and 11
relating to the state of the socio, cultural, and
econom c well-being in the Kivalliqg region have not
been addressed, and that concern with respect to the
food security raised and because all the proposed
Mel i adi ne extensions are al so outstanding, the Kivalliq
Inuit Association anticipate that discussions of this
nature will occur with Agnico Eagle as they related to
the anendnents to the Inuit inpact and benefit
agreenent to address the Meliadi ne extension.

The remai nder of this presentation will be

delivered by a panel, biologist Anne Gunn, Al an Sexton,
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and Matthew McDougall. So | wll pass the m crophone
to Anne Gunn.

THE CHAl R Anne Gunn.

M5. GUNN: Anne @unn, consultant for the
Kivallig Inuit Association. Thank you, Madam Chair.

Yesterday you asked if the parties would coment
on the technical advisory committee, so | wuld like to
preface our presentation with -- with the -- a few
comments on the technical advisory conmttee, if that's
appropriate. Ckay.

Through -- there's quite a bit of experience with
techni cal advisory commttees through the
recommendati ons of NIRB that they are required for
other mne projects. It's simlar in the Northwest
Territories where there's quite a long history of --
they're either called "oversight bodies"” or "technical
advi sory conmttees”". And, for exanple, we heard quite
a bit about Diavik D amond M ne, and they have an
oversi ght technical advisory commttee that's called
"The Environnmental Mnitoring Advisory Board", and it's
conposed of indi genous peoples as well as governnent
representatives, and they provide advice to whoever is
owni ng, running the dianond m ne.

Kivalliqg Inuit Association is not sure that all
that experience is being used wthin the Meliadine

techni cal advisory commttee, but it's also true that
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the technical advisory commttee for Meliadine is very
young. It's only had three neetings, and it takes tine
to have the experience, to build trust, and -- but we
are concerned specifically about how the TAG the
terrestrial advisory group, the advice is given and
used, and we suggest that the Meadowbank TAG is a nodel
for how advice is given and recorded by Agni co Eagl e.

And so with that, Madam Chair, 1'll nove to our
presentati on.

Qur presentation on how the extension project wll
I npact caribou follows fromKivalliqg Inuit
Association's information request and techni cal
comments, and our presentation is in three parts: WII
the extension project add to existing inpacts; how has
t he Qamanirjuaq herd changed since the 2014 assessnent;
and will caribou be significantly inpacted? And by
"significant", we follow NIRB s definition.
“Significant" neans neasurable inpacts to the herd
likely to decrease its resilience and increase its risk
and di srupt opportunities for traditional and
non-traditional use.

To describe the existing inpacts, we first of all
have to | ook at how the cari bou use the mne site,
because nost of the extension project is an increase in
the activities at the mne site as well as the w nd

farm
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This map from Agnico Eagle, it has Inuit
knowl edge, which are the grey straight |ines indicating
hi storic caribou novenents. It has ground trails that
were mapped in the vegetation in the year 2021, and
then all the yellow or orange lines are collared
cari bou pathways for 2018 to 2022. But the sets of
information are not integrated, and | think that was
ki nd of revealed in sone of the conversations this
nmorning with, on the one hand, the collars show this;
on the other hand, the photographs show sonet hi ng el se.

So | think those conversations really make the
poi nt about how we need anal yses that integrate the
different sets of information.

Agni co Eagl e's maps have shown -- their nmaps and
their use of the collars have shown recent increasing
use of caribou but for the regional study area, not
specifically for the mne site. And as they've
expl ai ned, the proportion of the herd based on the
collars has increased from about 20 percent in 2014 to
al nost three quarters of the collars or three-quarters
of the herd by 2022.

Additionally, the tinme, the nunber of days spent
in the regional study area has increased since 2014.

It varies fromyear to year, but recently it increased
to 29 and 23 days. So this is why Kivalliqg Inuit is

recommendi ng i n our Technical Review Conment Nunber 1
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an anal ysis of caribou novenents for the mne site and
its vicinity to integrate all the sets of information
and I nuit know edge.

So our next slide is to answer the question of has
the use of the mine site and its vicinity by caribou
changed since 2014? And to illustrate this, we took a
screen grab fromthe Governnent of Nunavut's
animations. The map on the left with the yellow |ines
iIs for the 11th of July, 2017, and | have to correct a
m st ake we made when we submtted our presentation. W
had the 17th of July. |It's actually the 17th of June,
which is the green lines, and the map on the right
showing the mne in the centre and the cari bou
pat hways.

And the point of these two maps is to show how t he
caribou were in the vicinity of the mne site nearly a
nonth earlier in 2023. And, again, it cones back to
the need for a detailed analysis to show how t he
cari bou's use of the mne site has changed over tine.

So now consi dering how do the caribou respond to
the current activities at the mne site, and the short
answer is it's really not known in detail how the
cari bou are responding at the mne site because up
until this year, nost of the nonitoring, the renote
caneras, and the behaviour studies were focused on the

al | -weat her access road. So there's a gap in our own
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I nformati on about how the caribou respond.

In terms of mtigation, currently the m ne shuts
down when 50 or nore caribou are wthin 5 kil onetres.
However, the m ne shutdown still includes what are
called "light duties", "light-duty activities", which
continue during the work suspension, and those
activities include refueling the generators and
refeeding the buggy bin with pre-crushed ore, and it is
shiel ded fromview by a sea-can stacked too hi gh, but
there wll still be sone noise and dust and activity,
and that |eaves us in the position of not know ng how
effective the mtigation -- the shutdown is.

The shift in calving towards the mne site in the
recent years, specifically 2023, which is not just the
collars, but it's also Inuit observations of calving at
north Meliadine Lake. That shift in calving neans the
cows are nmuch nore sensitive, and the calves -- the
newborn calves are potentially at greater risk, and so
for those reasons, Kivalliqg Inuit Association in its
Techni cal Revi ew Conment Nunber 2 recomrends a specific
calving protection plan is needed to nodify Term and
Condition 54. Termand Condition 54 is to ensure that
the project infrastructure does not prevent or unduly
limt the novenent to wildlife.

Continuing on with existing inpacts and how do

cari bou respond to the all-weather access road and the
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mne site, the nonitoring -- Agnico Eagle's nonitoring
has done an excellent job in show ng the behavioura
responses of the caribou, and those behavi oural
responses include brief interruptions in caribou
foraging. And they are brief interruptions because the
cari bou resune their feeding wthin 3 to 6 mnutes in
response to, like, if a truck or an ATV goes hy.

Wiile the interruption is brief, depending on how
often the disturbance happens, it can add up to reduced
food intake. Typically a cowin early sunmer needs to
spend el even hours feeding, and so if the nunber of
i nterruptions reached, you know, ten or nore, that is a
distinct definite reduction in her forage intake at a
time of year when she's producing mlk for her calf and
trying to rebuild her body condition.

Agnico -- the collar pathway maps in the
ani mati ons suggest that caribou may deflect fromor
parallel the all-weather access road. This is the
vi sual i zation of the collar information. Agnico
Eagl e's anal ysis of the collared caribou, which was
Comm tnent 38, there they concluded that the cari bou
responded nore to their habitat than the all-weather
access road or the mne site.

The Kivalliqg Inuit Association has technical
difficulties with Commtnent 38, and we've -- we

invited Agnico Eagle and the other intervenors
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i ncl udi ng Denesul i ne, Governnent of Nunavut, and NTI to
a sidebar discussion during these hearings to try and
resol ve sone of those issues to figure out a pathway
forward. W' ve had that sidebar discussion. W have
made sonme progress in a pathway forward to work through
the TAG to resolve those technical issues.

The addendum for the extension project did not
I ncl ude an assessnent pathway -- an assessnent pat hway
for the wwnd farm And the reason that is inportant is
because a primary assessnent pathway is the neans for
assessing the magnitude, the duration, and the inpacts,
and, therefore, the uncertainty associated with the
cari bou responses to the wind farm

As you've heard, nost of the experience with w nd
farms is for donesticated reindeer, and they're herded,
and they have a very different relationship with
people. The Nenets, the Sam people, they have a | ong
relationship with reindeer, and so the reindeer have
this very different relationship, and so their
responses are not necessarily going to be the sane or
even simlar as barren-ground cari bou seeing a w nd
farmfor the first tine.

This map shows -- we've heard a |ot of tal k about
Di avi k because it has four wind turbines that were
operational in 2012. The map shows -- the brown is the

footprint of the Diavik Mne, and it takes up nost of
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the habitat -- caribou habitat on a small island in Lac
de Gas. And the coloured lines are the pathways of
collared caribou, and it's inportant to realize that
relatively few caribou fromthe Bathurst and the
Beverly herd actually use the area. There was only 10
of the 212 collars fromthe Bathurst herd in '7; 218
collars were within 3 kilonmetres of the D avik M ne
from 2010 to 2021. So that's not enough to really

| earn how those cari bou are responding to the four
turbines at the mne site.

As well as the observations of caribou behaviour,
it's asimlar thing. There were just too few cari bou
to draw credi bl e conclusions, and, in addition, the
group sizes are small, and it only occurs nostly in
Wi nt er.

So turning now to the question of whether the
proposed mtigation for the wind farmis likely to be
effective.

W' ve already heard that there is uncertainty
about the distances that caribou wll notice the
turbines. Agnico Eagle has suggested that for people,
the turbines will be visible up to 12 kil onetres, but
cari bou that have their eyes at the side of their head,
they don't have two eyes | ooking forward neasuring
di stance and size of an obstacle. So we don't really

know how a cari bou realizes how cl ose and how big the
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turbines will seem because their vision is so
different. They're |ooking out for wol ves and bears
rat her than how we see things.

There's al so been nention they have very good
hearing, and they rely a lot on their scent. But the
other thing is that they create their nenories through
the -- how they travel, |like, the pathways they take.
So their first experience when they're exposed to
sonething newis going to lead to the basis of their
menori es and their subsequent responses.

So it makes -- it makes it difficult for us,
because we don't have that experience, to devel op
appropriate thresholds for either group size or the
nunber of caribou or the distances, and we al so have to
be very aware of the -- that has been nentioned, the
Inuit and the Dene tal k about the concept of
| eadership. So those first caribou that encounter
sonet hing new on their horizons, it's very inportant to
be conservati ve.

So, in addition, there's also the greatest -- as |
nmenti oned, the greater responsiveness of cows with
newborn cal ves, and so that is the basis, the conplete
uncertainty of what is a safe distance for a threshold,
what is the nunber of caribou and young cal ves, is why
the Kivalliq Inuit Association in our technical review

Comment Number 3 reconmended the w nd farm managenent
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be revised.

Turning now to how increnmental -- increnental is
the additive inpacts, how it accunul ates over tine.
The length of the mne will be extended anot her
11 years, and so how do these inpacts add up? There
were four pathways, assessnment pathways. There were
three for habitat and one for novenents and m gration.
Agni co Eagl e showed that the disturbance may cause
caribou to avoid habitat, so it would be indirect
habitat | oss, and then there was direct habitat |oss,
but these inpacts are not integrated. The habitat
I npacts are not integrated to show their effect on the
cari bou thenselves, and so it's nore difficult to have
an overall assessnment of the inpacts on the caribou.

In addition, as we all know the climate is getting

warnmer. It's getting hotter. And how the change in
climate will inpact the caribou responses was not
anal yzed.

So the Kivalliq Inuit Association recommends in
Techni cal Review Conment 6 for Agnico Eagle to
col | aborate with TAG the technical advisory group, to
design an alternative approach and analysis to
Integrate the habitat assessnent pathways, to -- and a
warnmer climate, to estimate incremental and cunul ative
I npacts on cari bou.

So noving on to the second part of our

Dicta Court Reporting Inc.
403-531-0590




535

© 00 N oo o B~ W DN P

N DN D N DD DNN P P PP PR, PRk
o o A W DN P O © 00 N o 0o AW DN O

presentation, the question of has the Qanmanirjuaq herd
changed since the 2014 assessnent? And the graph shows
on the left the caribou nunbers along the bottom the
years when the Governnment of Nunavut undertakes a
census of the caribou nunbers, and it shows the herd
decl i ned between 1994 and 2014, and then it has not
nmeasur ably increased based on surveys in 2014 and ' 17
and 2022. And so given the |lack of recovery, it is
likely that the herd is less resilient to changes.

A second mgj or change which is -- there's been
quite a bit of information about is the calving has
recently shifted and reached the north shores of
Mel i adi ne Lake closer to the mne site.

And the third change since 2014 is the conditions
for the caribou during spring mgration has changed.
There is nmuch | ess snow on their mgration routes. The
veget ation, greening up, which is peak nutrition val ue
for the cows, is nuch earlier, and also, in addition,
war mer Sunmers nean nore severe nosquito harassnent,
and it is likely that those changes, particularly
during spring mgration and green up, have contri buted
to the shifts in the cal ving ground.

So our third part and final part is wll the
extension project significantly inpact caribou fromthe
Qamani rjuaq herd? A precautionary answer for whether

the extension project will significantly inpact the
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cari bou is that wthout enhanced mtigation, the inpact
will be significant.

Previously in 2014 and then again in 2022, AEM
assessed the project as non-significant. But when
they -- when they rated it as non-significant in 2014,
they did note that only a small part of the Qanmanirjuaq
herd woul d be inpacted. And, as nentioned, there's a
| ar ge-scal e change in the proportion. Al nost three
quarters of the collared cows are now within the
regional study area, so a |arger part of the herd wll
be inpacted. The -- so that the change in calving, the
change in the proportion of the herd, the unknown
effectiveness of the mtigation, and the warner climate
wi t hout enhanced mtigation |eads Kivalliqg Inuit
Association to rate the inpacts, the magnitude of the
I npacts as noderate in conparison to AEM who rated them
as low in both 2014 and 2022.

And the magni tude of the inpacts depends on the
proportion of the herd that is inpacted, and so our
rationale for increasing the rating of the magnitude is
t he increased exposure and the shift in the calving
di stribution.

To be clear, Kivalliqg Inuit Association sees
enhanced mtigation as including collaboration to
refine adaptive mtigation, specifically protection

plans for cow -- or a protection plan for cows with
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newborn cal ves, revised wi nd farm nanagenent, greater

i ncl usi on of indi genous know edge, and alternative
approaches to assessnent to reduce the risk to caribou
and to food security.

Thank you, Madam Chair.

MR, MCDOUGALL.: Matt McDougall for the
Kivalliq Inuit Association. |'ll present this one
slide on behal f of our geol ogi st, Al an Sexton.

The Kivalliq Inuit Association wishes to confirm
that it generally supports the termand condition that
Crown- I ndi genous Rel ations and Northern Affairs Canada
and Agni co Eagl e have agreed on. However, the Kivalliqg
Inuit Association requires nodifications that woul d
I nclude new mnimum-- or -- sorry -- a mninumreview
time of one year and updates to plans upon the
conpletion of the mning of open pits. The Kivalliq
Inuit Association maintains that one year is a cautious
approach based on the nature of the information
acquired. W anticipate that agreenent will be reached
on the exact wording of the required termand condition
by the conclusion of this public hearing.

The preservation of Meliadine Lake is of utnost
i nportance to the Kivalliqg Inuit Association. |Inpacts
to the | ake due to mning activities have al ready been
observed even though many of these inpacts were

predicted in 2014. At the tine, there were no viable
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alternatives presented to discharge to Meli adi ne Lake.
However, concerns fromthe community were raised to the
Kivalliqg Inuit Association about contact water after
the energency water |icense anmendnent in 2020.

Wien the dual waterline for saline discharge was
proposed, the Kivallig Inuit Association worked with
Agni co Eagle to ensure our priorities were addressed.
It was suggested that contact water be diverted from
Mel | adi ne Lake, where Inuit collect drinking water and
harvest fish, to Itivia Harbour, where Inuit can easily
avoi d drinking the water and picking nussels in the
ar ea.

At the time, the proponent assured the Kivalliq
lnuit that with the waterline, we reduce significantly
t he anount of water going to Meliadi ne Lake. Sone
years it m ght be zero, and others we m ght have nore,
but | ess than we were originally planning.

The Meli adi ne extension represents a significant
I ncrease in discharge to the | ake, even with the
operational waterline to Itivia Harbour.

According to responses to our information request,
t he proponent has di scharged an average of 475, 000
cubic netres to Meliadi ne each year since the project
began operation, with a peak discharge of 1.03 mllion
cubic netres in 2020.

Wth the extension, contact water discharge to
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Mel | adi ne Lake woul d i ncrease to an average of
1.4 mllion cubic netres annually, with a peak of
2.5 mllion cubic netres during the operations phase.

For reference, 2.5 mllion cubic nmetres would fil
this room not including the stage, approxinmately 1000
times over.

The proponent has not followed through with their
prom se to use the saline waterline to bring discharge
to Meliadine to near zero, a prom se that persuaded the
Kivalliqg Inuit Association to support the waterline in
spite of possible inpacts on the tundra, berry-picking
areas, trucking incone, and caribou crossing. Limting
di scharge -- oh. Limting discharge to Ml iadi ne Lake,
as we propose in our water board subm ssion, would
mtigate further inpacts to this culturally inportant
ar ea.

The proponent has consistently stated that water
managenent, i ncludi ng di scharge volunes to Meli adi ne
Lake, is an issue for the water board. However, the
infrastructure detailed in this extension is inadequate
to manage the projected increases in contact water and

any strategies --

THE CHAI R Can you --
VR, MCDOUGALL: Too fast?
THE CHAI R The interpreter -- back to

wat er board, and pl ease pause between sentences so she
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has tinme to explain what you're saying.
MR, MCDOUGALL.: Thank you. Apologies to the
transl ators.

However, infrastructure detailed in this extension
proposal is inadequate to nanage the projected
I ncreases in contact water, and any strategies to
mnimze or elimnate discharge to the | ake woul d
require further environnental assessnment. This would
I ncl ude assessnents of inpacts to cari bou and water
bodi es downstream of the |ake.

This information is required to sufficiently
address discharge to Meliadi ne Lake and avoid
addi ti onal inpact assessnents on this sane issue in the
future.

"Il now pass the mc to Luis to conclude our
present ati on.

THE CHAI R: Lui s Manzo.
MR, MANZC Thank you, Madam Chai r man.
Luis Manzo, Kivalliqg Inuit Association.

In conclusion, as the mnister has recomended in
the letter to the Nunavut | npact Review Board, this
wi Il usually focus potential inpacts to caribou and
Mel | adi ne Lake. Qur comments have highlighted the
vul nerability of caribou as the inpacts wll be
significant without enhanced mtigation. It increases

di scharge to Meliadi ne Lake contrary to the intentions
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of Termand Condition 25 or the anmendnent project
certificate as devel oped by Agnico Eagle and Kivalliq
I nuit Association and respond to community concerns.

The Kivalliqg Inuit Association reconmendati ons
will ensure that if Meliadine extension is approved, it
wi Il be approved in a way that ensures |ong-1lasting
benefits to I nuit while not unduly inpacts our
traditional ways of life.

We appreciate the opportunity to provide this
presentation, and thanks to Nunavut |npact Review Board
and all the intervenors and partici pants who have the
val uabl e and know edge to this review. Thank you.

THE CHAI R Thank you to the Kivalliqg
I nuit Association for your presentation.

Now to questions to the Kivalliq Inuit Association
starting with the Nunavut Tunngavi k | ncor porat ed,
Gabriel Nirlungayuk.

MR. NI RLUNGAYUK: Thank you to Kivalliq Inuit
Associ ation for that presentation.

We don't have any questions to Kivalliqg Inuit
Associ ation, but we |look forward to working with the
organi zation fromhere on in and continue to work on
cari bou protection neasures and I nuit harvesting
rights. Qujannami k.

THE CHAI R Gover nment of Nunavut, Stephen
At ki nson and Dani el Haney.
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MR, HANEY: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Dani el Haney, Governnent of Nunavut. Just give ne a
nmonment, and |'Il fetch Stephen.
Governnent of Nunavut Questions Kivalliqg Inuit
Associ ation
MR.  ATKI NSON: Thank you, Madam Chair. Steve
At ki nson on behal f of the Governnent of Nunavut.

| have a question for Dr. Gunn. |In your decades
of experience working with caribou, would you say that
the Agnico Eagle's plans to shut the wind farm down
when cari bou are within 5 kilonmetres is adequate to
avoi d adverse effects on caribou, particularly calving

or post-calving caribou?

THE CHAI R Kivalliqg Inuit Association,
Anne @unn.
MB. GUNN: Anne Gunn, consultant to the

Kivalliqg Inuit Association. Thank you, Madam Chair.
Thank you, Dr. Stephenson -- thank you, Dr. Atkinson.

| think it's premature to give a specific
threshold. The uncertainty with our know edge and the
fact that it's going to be cows with young cal ves, |
think it's unlikely, based on our current know edge and
I ndi genous know edge, that 5 kilonetres is -- is not
protective. | think a greater distance or an
al ternative approach to avoid the uncertainty of

threshol ds in nunbers of caribou that trigger

Dicta Court Reporting Inc.
403-531-0590




543

© 00 N oo o B~ W DN P

N DN D N DD DNN P P PP PR, PRk
o o A W DN P O © 00 N o 0o AW DN O

mtigation as well as the distance, a precautionary

approach would be a very different one. Thank you.

THE CHAI R Gover nment of Nunavut, Stephen
At ki nson.
MR, ATKI NSON: Thank you, Madam Chair.

St ephen At ki nson on behal f of the Governnent of
Nunavut .

You di scussed the Comm tnent 38 caribou anal ysis
report and noted that you had -- Kivalliq Inuit
Associ ation had technical concerns with the report.
Does the Kivalliqg Inuit Association consider that

Comm tnent 38 has been fulfilled? Thank you.

THE CHAI R Kivalliqg Inuit Association,
Anne @unn.
MS. GUNN: Anne @Qunn, consultant to

Kivalliqg Inuit Association.

W -- we are working to resolve the issues to find
a pathway forward before we can finalize our position
on Comm t ment 38.

Thank you, Madam Chair.

THE CHAI R Gover nnment of Nunavut, Stephen
At ki nson.
MR ATKI NSON: Thank you, Madam Chair.

St ephen At ki nson on behal f of the Governnent of
Nunavut .

Last question: Are there any -- in your
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experience, are there any ot her exanples of where
cal ving grounds or post-calving range has shifted and

cone close to industrial devel opnents such as m nes and

where there have been known -- known inpacts?

THE CHAI R Kivalliqg Inuit Association,
Anne @unn.

M5. GUNN: Anne Gunn, consultant to

Kivalliqg Inuit Association.

There i s one well-docunented exanple, which was a
devel oping oil field caused a mgjor shift in calving
distribution. It split the calving ground, and one set
of cows had to nove inland to higher, drier vegetation
during the peak of calving and early cal ving, and the
cow -- the -- so the foraging wasn't as nutritious.
The calf growth rate was reduced. So the calves, by
the end of sunmer, were smaller, and snaller calves
have reduced survival rate.

The -- the inpact of dividing the calving ground
was not apparent at the herd scal e because the
governnent -- and this was the Governnent of Al aska --
they -- in order to offset the inpacts on the herd,
they reduced the harvest |evel of cows to a very |ow
level. So although it didn't seemthat dividing the
calving ground in response to a developing oil field
didn't have a herd-level inpact, it was because there

was -- it was offset by managenent activity.
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And that is the -- the best docunented exanpl e of
a major shift in calving distribution in response, but

it was to a developing oil field. Thank you.

THE CHAI R Gover nnment of Nunavut, Stephen
At ki nson.
MR.  ATKI NSON: Thank you, Madam Chair.

St ephen At ki nson on behal f of the Governnent of
Nunavut .

|"d just like to thank you for your answers,
Dr. Gunn. Thank you. No further questions.
THE CHAI R Crown- | ndi genous Rel ati ons and
Nort hern Affairs Canada, Spencer Dewer.
MR. DEWAR: Quj annam i k, Madam Chair.
Spencer Dewar, Crown-I|ndi genous Rel ati ons and Northern
Affairs Canada. The Governnent of Canada' s questi on,
it will be asked by the Departnent of Fisheries and
Cceans.
THE CHAI R: Fi sheries and Cceans Canada,
Jose Audet - Lecouffe.
Fi sheri es and Oceans Canada Questions Kivalliqg Inuit
Associ ation
VR. AUDET- LECOUFFE: Jose Audet-Lecouffe, Fisheries
and Cceans Canada.

It seens |ike the water nmanagenent on-site does
not divide contact water and the clean water that falls

on the site. Do you think -- and that adds to the
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vol ume of water that needs to be discharged. Do you --
in your review of the project, did you -- do you think
that the water managenent plan could be optimzed to

m nimze the vol unme di scharged?

THE CHAI R Kivalliqg Inuit Association,
Matt McDougal | .

MR, MCDOUGALL.: Thank you, Madam Chair. Matt
McDougal | for the Kivalliqg Inuit Association, and thank
you, Jose, for your question.

So contact water managenent on the site includes
rainfall, canp waste, as well as mne process water.
That's all managed through the contact water system
treated and sent out for discharge, and so we are in
conversations with Agnico Eagle on how we can optim ze
t he adaptive managenent plan to separate sone of those
streans of water and to ensure that the, for exanple,
tailings runoff is prioritized for discharge down to
Itivia Harbour rather than into Meliadi ne Lake and
thereby inprove the quality of discharge to Meli adi ne
Lake. Thank you.
THE CHAI R Fi sheries and Cceans Canada,
Jose Audet - Lecouffe.
MR. AUDET- LECOUFFE: Thank you, Madam Chair. Jose
Audet - Lecouffe, Fisheries and Cceans Canada.

|'"ve got no further questions. Thank you, WMatt.

THE CHAI R Kangi gl i nig Hunters and
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Trappers Organi zati on, Noel Kal udjak.

Kangi gl inig Hunters and Trappers O gani zati on Questions
Kivallig Inuit Association

MR. KALUDJAK: Thank you, Madam Chair. Noe
Kal udj ak, Kangigliniq Hunters and Trappers
Organi zat i on.

Thank you, Kivalliq Inuit Association, for your
presentation. | have a couple of questions and
concer ns.

Jean Anne [sic] nmade a presentation on the cari bou
and their behaviour. She nmade a comment about the
eyesi ght of the caribou, that they don't know whet her
the cari bou can distinguish between a | arge object or a
small object. Fromny lifetinme experience and ny
father's stories, when we are | ooking for caribou, we
stay hidden behind hills or rocks. Once the caribou is
wi thin range of sight, we pop up our head, and they can
see us instantly. They notice us right away unless it
Is distracted by sonething el se. Wen we nove even the
slightest novenent, they notice us, and they get alert
ri ght away.

Once you nove your head up and you' re shoul der
hei ght, they get ready to run. Once you nove up
hi gher, they are off running.

Regardi ng the sight of the caribou and their eyes,

you said they're on the side of their head. The
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cari bou can | ook you right in the face with both of
their eyes, and the way they check novenent and size --
| don't know if anybody knows this, but |I've known it
all ny life, nmy father knew it, and our ancestors --
they use their nuscle -- the nozzle, the nose. Wen

t hey suspect sonething, they'll nove their nose right
inline with that object and check if it noves and
check how big it is. They use their long nozzle to
check for the danger and see how fast it's going, see
if it's noving, and to check what size it is.

| would like Jean or one of the staff to reply,

and 1'1l have another comment. Thank you.

THE CHAI R Kivalliqg Inuit Association,
Anne @unn.

M5. GUNN: Anne Gunn, consultant to

Kivalliqg Inuit Association.

My apologies. | did a poor job of explaining
nyself in representing how cari bou see their world, and
| -- | certainly agree and appreci ate your expl anati on,
and, again, | apologize for msrepresenting perhaps how
cari bou do see their world, and | thank you.

THE CHAI R Kangi gl inig Hunters and
Trappers Organi zati on, Noel Kal udjak.

MR. KALUDJAK: Thank you, Madam Chair. Noel
Kal udj ak, Kangiqglinig Hunters and Trappers

Or gani zat i on.
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That comment and expl anation was due to the fact
that those wind turbines will be 300 netres high and
nmoving. They will be noticed right away froma far
di stance. That was ny point.

My next question is -- or coment: W talk about
the water. We understand that the | akes m ght be
contam nated. W need better nonitoring of the waters
around Meliadine and to the surroundi ng | akes.

Wien we did a tour of the mne with the -- with
the group on the bus the other day, we were told al ong
the road there are dust sanple collection jars. Does
KIA nonitor those? Because every sunmer we have SO
much dust flying around Rankin and the land. Howis
KIA nonitoring those, or if they are nonitoring those,
or if there are any plans to nonitor the dust control,
dust pollution on the |land and the surroundi ng area
close to -- close to or around the road area? And even
fromthe mne we see a |lot of dust flying around in the

summer. Thank you.

THE CHAl R Kivalliqg Inuit Association,
Matt McDougal | .
MR, MCDOUGALL.: Thank you, Madam Chair. Matt

McDougal | for the Kivalliqg Inuit Association. Thank
you for your question.
So the KI A does do sone i ndependent nonitoring

around the area of the mne site. W go out annually
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or biannually and collect water sanples from Ml i adi ne
Lake, or fromljiralik and from D ane River. W have
collected fish tissue sanples in | ake trout and

sedi ment data fromthe area as well. As well, we take
out Elders fromthe community and conduct
traditional-use interviews while we're collecting our
sanpl es.

At the nonent, we do not collect any dust sanples.
Those are nonitored by Agnico Eagle. However, they do
present the results to the Kivalliq Inuit Association
on an annual basis, and we do review these results and
provi de comment. Thank you.

THE CHAI R Kangi gl i nig Hunters and
Trappers Organi zati on, Noel Kal udj ak.

MR. KALUDJAK: Thank you, Madam Chair. Noe
Kal udj ak, Kangigliniq Hunters and Trappers

Organi zation. Thank you for your reply.

My last and final question and comment is about
the inuksuit. W are noticing sone inuksuit are being
renmoved from where we seen themor used themfor a
l ong, long tine, and there are sone new i nuksuit being
set up just for the hell of it or sonmething. | don't
know. Just to see -- just for sight. Does Kivalliq
I nuit Association nonitor those inuksuit and those new
ones that are being erected by anyone?

And El ders have |l ong said inuksuit are not
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supposed to be disturbed, and if you wll put up an

i nukshuk, it has to have a neaning. You cannot build
I nukshuks anywhere or destroy or put down any ancient
i nuksuit. That is ny final question and coment.
Thank you very nuch.

THE CHAI R That can al so be answered by
the Governnent of Nunavut Culture and Heritage during
their intervention.

Kivalliqg Inuit Association, Luis Manzo.

MR, MANZC Thank you, Madam Chai r man,
Luis Manzo, Kivalliqg Inuit Association.

| nukshuks are under -- but the short answer
is (I NDI SCERNI BLE) KIA to not nonitor |nukshuks. W
have wildlife officer -- environnental officers on-site
or on the road nonitoring water, fish, sedinments and --
there's two conponents to your question.

The other part is it's an institution who | ook
after historic sites. |It's the Governnment of Nunavut,
| believe, who need to have sone sort of data or that
information. W nost dealing in terns of science and
hunting and cari bou, the main -- the main issues there
when dealing with the extension. Thank you, Madam
Chai r man.

THE CHAI R Kangi gl inig Hunters and
Trappers Organi zation. Noel Kal udjak.
MR. KALUDJAK: Thank you, Madam Chair. Noe
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Kal udj ak, Kangiqlinig Hunters and Trappers.

Thank you for your reply, Kivalliq Inuit
Associ ation. Those are our questions. W are done.
Thank you.

THE CHAI R: Nort hl ands Denesul i ne Fir st
Nat i on, Benjam n Denechezhe.

MR. DENECHEZHE: Thank you, Madam Chair. |
thank KIA for their presentation, and | wanted to add a
di rect question.

In your presentation there, you nentioned that
there's a study done in Al aska where caribou has
changed, a shift in their calving area and also within
t heir habitat.

My question is do you think that the Qamanirjuaq

caribou herd in its current birthplace and the cal ving

ground sonetine in the future -- however, due to the
lifeline of this mne, do you think that it will shift
its -- its calving ground?

And anot her point that | would like to nention is
you said in your presentation that the nurturing of the
young calf pertains to about 11 hours per day to have
a -- to feed their young ones. |s there anything in
place to nonitor fromhere on to | ook out for the
cal ving and the other ones? Because it's certainly
al arm ng when you hear about stats in other places that

pertain to the sanme issue that we're tal ki ng about.
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So I''m hoping that we can find solutions and
protect the caribou. Because | -- like | said, we
depend on the caribou, and if that affects in the |ong
term it's going to affect our way of life living in

our territory. Masi.

THE CHAI R Kivalliqg Inuit Association,
Anne @unn.
V5. GUNN: Anne Gunn, consultant,

Kivalliqg Inuit Association. Thank you for your
guesti ons.

Your first question about will -- will there be a
shift in the calving ground? The answer is that with
enhanced mtigation, if we work together and pool our
know edge and experience, there should not be a shift
in the calving ground because we will be able to do
enough to help the caribou with mtigation to avoid it.
So it is really up to us pooling -- working together,
pool i ng our experience and know edge, and we wil |
reduce the risk that there will be a shift.

And your second question about year-round
nonitoring to pay attention to the calves. Have |
under st ood you correctly?

The -- the Governnent of Nunavut does | ook at calf
survival, | believe, in the fall and the spring, and
that information would at |east be a starting point to

nmonitoring calf survival year-round. The -- the
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obvi ous approach to nonitor calf condition and body

size woul d be through the hunters thensel ves. |

hope -- hope that answer has -- has hel ped you. Thank
you.
THE CHAI R Nort hl ands Denesul i ne

First Nation, Benjam n Denechezhe.
MR. DENECHEZHE: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Benj ami n Denechezhe, Northlands First Nation. | have

no further questions. Thank you.

THE CHAI R Sayi si Dene First Nation,

Geof f Bussi dor ?

MR. BUSSI DOR: Thank you, Madam Chair.

Geof f Bussidor, Sayisi Dene First Nation. | don't have

any questions, but | would like to thank KIA for their
presentati on.

Dan Chranowski, however, has a question. Thank
you.
Nort hl ands Denesuline First Nation and Sayisi Dene
First Nation Questions Kivalliqg Inuit Association
THE CHAl R Dan Chr anowski .
MR. CHRANOWSKI : Thank you, Madam Chair.
Dan Chranowski, wildlife advisor with Northl ands
Denesul i ne and Sayisi First Nation -- Dene
First Nation.

| as well appreciate the -- the conprehensive

presentation fromKIA and | particularly aminterested
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in the section that was referenced as far as the D avik
M ne dianond mne. It seens to be referenced by Agnico
Eagle in a nunber of their presentations. Based on the
situation of the Diavik Mne and its caribou in that
area and possible interactions with the -- the D avik
Mne's wind farns, would your opinion be that the
Diavik Mne wind farns are a good reference to use to
predi ct caribou response in relation to the proposed
wind farmat Meliadine Mne for post-calving and

cal ving seasons?

THE CHAI R Kivallig Inuit Association,
Anne @unn
MS. GUNN: Anne @Qunn, consultant for the

Kivallig Inuit Association. Thank you, Madam Chair.
Thank you for the question. | think what we can
| earn fromDi avik, fromthe cari bou response to the
four wind turbines, is the inportance of having a
wel | - desi gned nonitoring programthat is based on
shared know edge.
| think what we learned fromthe D avik wind farm
Is that we are conpl etely handi capped in a -- being
able to say anything about the caribou responses
because the -- there wasn't a specific designed
nmonitoring program and in any case, the -- the
information that was collected is difficult to use

because the nunbers of caribou were so low. So
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difficult to draw any concl usi ons.

THE CHAI R It's just about 3:15, so we're
going to take a 15-m nute break and continue with
guesti ons.

( ADJ OQURNMVENT)

THE CHAI R Wl cone back, everyone.
Continuing with questions to the Kivalliq Inuit

Associ ation.

Sayi si Dene First Nation, Dan Chranowski .

MR. CHRANOWSKI : Dan -- Dan Chranowski, Sayi si
and Denesuline First Nation. |I'msorry. | have a
guestion to answer, or -- oh. No further questions.
Thank you.

At habasca Denesuline Ne Ne Land Corporation Questions

Kivalliqg Inuit Association

THE CHAI R: At habasca Denesul i ne Ne Ne
Land Corporation, D ane MDonal d.
V5. MCDONALD: Thank you, Madam Chair.

D ane McDonal d, At habasca Denesul i ne Ne Ne Land
Cor por ati on.

You -- KIA, | guess you conclude that w thout a
significant enhanced mtigation, the extension wl|
have a -- a significant inpact on the Qamanirjuaq herd.
Do you have any ideas or exanples of the types of
mtigation and nanagenent that you woul d see as

effective and within what tinelines they would need to

Dicta Court Reporting Inc.
403-531-0590




557

© 00 N oo o B~ W DN P

N DN D N DD DNN P P PP PR, PRk
o o A W DN P O © 00 N o 0o AW DN O

be i npl enent ed?

THE CHAI R Kivalliqg Inuit Association.
Who's going to answer? Anne Qunn.

M5. GUNN: Anne Gunn, consultant,
Kivalliqg Inuit Association.

Thank you for the question. An exanple of
effective mtigation for -- for a mine siteis -- do |
understand that is the question, or an exanple of
effective mtigation for the wind turbines? Can --
woul d you rather -- can you -- can you explain which
one you'd like? Thank you.
THE CHAI R At habasca Denesuline Ne Ne
Land Corporation, D ane MDonal d.
V5. MCDONALD: Bot h.

D ane McDonal d, At habasca Denesuline Ne Ne Land

Cor por ati on.

THE CHAI R Kivalliqg Inuit Association,
Anne @unn.
MS. GUNN: Anne Gunn, consultant,

Kivalliq Inuit Association.

| don't know of any effective exanples of proven
mtigation for the wind farm because the -- the w nd
farns that have been built on the caribou ranges,
D avi k and Ragl an, do not -- do not appear to have a
mtigation plan and -- or the |level of nonitoring that

woul d all ow the effectiveness of it to be determ ned.
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So | really can't help you with -- with answering that
question. | think it is -- it is very likely that
shutting the wind turbines down during operation, if
done before the cari bou are anywhere within a

per ceptual distance of the wind farm would |ikely be
very effective.

In ternms of effective mtigation for -- for mnes
and their roads, | -- it's kind of depressing to admt
this, but |I actually don't know of any exanpl es of
conpletely effective mtigation. Al the exanples |
can think of are -- are where the mtigationis -- is
partial. So there's a road closure, but there is still
a limted anount of traffic, such as a truck goi ng out
to count the caribou nunbers. And so in that case, |
woul d say the road closure was -- was inconpletely
effective.

In terms of, say, shutting down mne activities as
mtigation, again, the mne shuts down nost of its
activities, but there is still a fewrequired to -- to
mai ntain the -- the mll feed and operations |like that.

So I"'mhesitant to say there is any clearly proven

with -- with adequate evidence of conpletely effective
mtigation. | think there are lots of exanples of
mtigation that is relatively effective. And | -- you
know, I'mnot trying to dodge your question. It's --

it is avery difficult question to answer. And | hope
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that hel ps. Thank you.

THE CHAI R At habasca Denesul i ne Ne Ne
Land Corporation, D ane MDonal d.

M5. MCDONALD: D ane McDonal d, At habasca
Denesul i ne Ne Ne Land Corporati on.

Thank you for your coments. 1In -- in Slide 11 --
that -- you indicated that both collars and Inuit
observations have evidence of caribou calving at the
north end of the Meliadine Lake. The currently
proposed wind farmlocation is on the north side of the
project, the closest location to the calving cari bou.
What i npacts do you think m ght occur to cal ving and
post-calving of the caribou with close proximty to the

wi nd turbines?

THE CHAI R Kivalliqg Inuit Association,
Anne @unn.
MS. GUNN: Anne @Qunn, consultant,

Kivalliqg Inuit Association.

If there is effective mtigation that -- that --
that it is effective given the distance about which the
cari bou m ght proceed, given that the effective

mtigation is in tinme so the caribou are not disturbed,

I think the caribou wll respond to the stationary
towers with a degree of avoidance because it will be a
new object on their -- on their horizon that they would

be unfamliar with. So | think there would be a
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hesitation in their novenents and their approach. And
if they're not further disturbed, | think they m ght
get used to just working their way around it.

If there was not effective mtigation that if
the -- it was not possible to shut the turbines down
before the caribou were very well aware of it, | think
their response would be to avoid the area, but the
scale of their avoidance |I'mless sure about as to, you
know, how many kilonetres. | think that is -- is
difficult to predict under our current |evel of
know edge.

So | sound a bit vague, but there are considerable
uncertainties, and there are limts in our
under st andi ng of how the caribou wll respond to such
tall structures on -- on their horizons. Thank you.
THE CHAI R At habasca Denesul i ne Ne Ne
Land Corporation, D ane MDonal d.

M5. MCDONALD: D ane McDonal d, At habasca
Denesul i ne Ne Ne Land Corporati on.

Madam Chair, that's the end of ny questions.
Thank you.

Agnico Eagle Mnes Limted Questions Kivalliq Inuit
Associ ati on

THE CHAI R Agni co Eagl e, Manon Turnel.
M5. TURMEL: Manon Turnel, Agnico Eagl e.

Thank you for your presentation. W do have a few
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gquestion. | will let Brad ask them
THE CHAI R Brad Arnstrong.
MR  ARMSTRONG Thank you, Madam Chair.

Brad Arnstrong, |egal counsel for Agnico Eagle.

We just have a few questions, Dr. Gunn. You
menti oned Conm tnent 38 and sunmari zed the concl usion
of that detailed analysis as concluding that caribou
were driven in their novenent nore by habitat
considerations than the mne site facilities. But you
di d say you had sone concerns about the -- the study
and that you were nmeking sone progress in identifying a
path forward to address those concerns at the technical
advi sory conm ttee.

Do you feel that -- the technical advisory
commttee is a forumof experts |like yourself and --
and ot her experts around the room M. Atkinson, the
experts for the -- for the Dene, for Agnico. Do you
feel that that technical advisory comrmittee is a good
forumfor finding that pathway forward to resol ve any
out st andi ng i ssues on the Commitnent 38 report?

THE CHAI R Are you referring to the
terrestrial advisory group?

MR ARMSTRONG Yeah. Sorry, Madam Chair.
The terrestrial advisory group, sonetines known as
"TAG'

THE CHAI R Kivalliqg Inuit Association,
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Anne @GQunn
MR. ARMSTRONG Madam Chair, Brad Arnstrong.
| did nention the experts at the technical
advi sory group, and | should nention the participation
of the hunters and trappers organi zations to provide

| ocal know edge and Inuit Qamanirjuaq [sic]. Thank

you.
THE CHAI R Kivalliqg Inuit Association,
Anne @Qunn

V5. GUNN: Anne Gunn, consultant,

Kivalliq Inuit Association.

Thank you for the question. | think we need
clarification as to quite what you nean as the only
appropriate forumfor discussing a way of resolving
Commi tnent 38. Perhaps you can provide a bit nore
detail as to what you nmean by the only forum
THE CHAI R: | wait for the -- |I'm
listening to the interpreters.

Agni co Eagl e, Brad Arnstrong.

MR. ARMSTRONG Thank you, Madam Chair.
Brad Arnstrong.

Dr. @Qunn, | didn't nean to suggest it was the only
forum but to suggest that it was a -- a very good
forum for discussion of technical issues such as
resol ving concerns around the Conmm tnent 38 report.

THE CHAI R Kivalliqg Inuit Association,
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Anne @unn
V5. GUNN: Anne Gunn for the Kivalliq
I nuit Associ ati on.

Thank you for the clarification. As | understand

your question, | -- | think it is -- it is a -- a good
forum and at the nonent, in terns -- it is a forum
that is readily available to the -- to the parties

i nvolved with Meliadine, the mne site. And | think
the mx of expertise and know edge and experience is
why it's a useful and good forum

THE CHAI R Agni co Eagl e, Brad Arnstrong.
MR,  ARMSTRONG Thank you, Madam Chair.

Brad Arnstrong.

A second question, Dr. Gunn, is your Slide 16
showed the popul ati on of the Qamanirjuaq herd. [If |
could ask you just to have a | ook at that slide.

It looks like -- it looks like this, Madam Chair.
The blue -- the blue graph.

Dr. @Gunn, on that slide, you' re show ng the
popul ati on of the herd from 1994. But | understand
that you were a nenber of or participated in popul ation
studies for the herd on behalf of the conmttee on the
status of endangered wildlife in Canada and that in
that -- in that report on the popul ati on of various
herds, there were popul ations given for the Qamanirjuaqg

herd goi ng back to 1985. So your graph starts in 1994
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wth a -- a peak of around close to 500,000. But |I'm
going to ask you to -- if you could -- if you could
re-create the graph to show the early years.

Because the nunbers that we have from your
comm ttee on popul ation show that in 1985, the
popul ati on was 272,000; in 1988, 220,000; and then in
1984, it went up to the 495,000 on your graph. So your
graph is not showing a full history of the popul ation
of this herd, and, in fact, it's just starting at the
peak and com ng down. But if we go back to the earlier
years, the herd has a simlar population nowas it did
in 1985 and 1988.

Now, | expect you generally recogni ze the nunbers
I"mgiving you and -- and wonderi ng why your graph
doesn't give a longer horizon of the population of this
herd to give us and the Board a better understandi ng of

the total nunbers of this particular herd. Thank you.

THE CHAI R Kivalliqg Inuit Association,
Anne @Gunn.
V5. GUNN: Anne Gunn for the Kivalliq

I nuit Associ ation.

In 2016, it was not my conmttee; it was the
Canadi an National Commttee for the Status of
Endangered Wldlife in Canada. And we were asked to do
a report for themon the status of barren-ground

cari bou. And we used, as you correctly pointed out,
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the earlier data, the earlier estimates, and it iIs
typi cal of many herds of barren-ground caribou to
fluctuate in the sense of a cycle in the size of the
herd over time. And this is well-recognized by Inuit,
by the Dene.

And for the graph that you have in front of you
that you're -- that Agnico Eagle is questioning, the
reason | used starting at the peak rather than show ng
an increase to a peak and then a subsequent decline was
| took the information fromthe 2017 census report from
t he Governnment of Nunavut because it was -- the 2017
was not the nost recent estimate of herd size but the
one that had a report. And | figured that as
Gover nnment of Nunavut is the managenent agency, | used
their information to create this graph.

And | do recognize that there is a 2022 estimte
for which | did not find a report. And so, Madam
Chair, | -- | wonder if Governnment of Nunavut can --
has a conmment on this graph and of going froma peak
herd size understanding that -- that -- the herd's
cycle to a period when there's been no recovery. |
t hi nk as Governnment of Nunavut is the managenent
agency, they may have a comment. Thank you.

THE CHAI R Gover nnment of Nunavut,
St ephen At ki nson.
MR. HANEY: Dani el Haney, Governnent of
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Nunavut .
| believe you' re asking when the 2022 results w |

be available? |Is that what you're asking.

THE CHAI R Kivalliqg Inuit Association,
Anne @unn.
M5. GUNN: Anne Qunn.

It's -- yes. Wien is -- do you have a coment on
taking it -- taking -- using a graph showng a trend
fromthe peak -- the nost 1994 estinmate, which was a

very high standard of census design and directly

conparable to the 2004, '14, and '17 ones. That is ny

foll owup question to AEM s question to you.

THE CHAI R The nornmal order of

guestioning is usually with the presenting intervenor

and the people around the parties. So if the

Governnent of Nunavut wants to answer that question,

they can answer it during their intervention just in --

so we don't |ose our order and so we can -- all right.
Agni co Eagl e, Brad Arnstrong.

MR. ARMSTRONG Thank you, Madam Chair.

Brad Arnstrong.

| can just end this discussion by saying that in

our response we wll provide the -- a graph which shows
the earlier nunbers and the popul ation of the -- of the
herd. | -- | was asking Dr. Gunn if she would do that,

but we can do that, Madam Chair.
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Dr. @Qunn, just to nove to a different topic, |
think it's clear that you haven't, obviously, done your
own full inpact assessnent of the Mliadi ne extension,
but you did say that in viewi ng the Agnico Eagle
assessnment -- | think it's fair to say you -- you -- in
your professional judgnent, the concl usions should be
noderate, that the Agnico Eagl e assessnent indicates

the inpact is low And | think you used the term

“nmoderate”". Did | hear you correctly on that?

THE CHAI R Kivalliqg Inuit Association,
Anne @unn.

MS. GUNN: Anne Gunn, Kivalliq --

consultant for Kivalliq Inuit Association.

Yes. You heard ne correctly. | used "noderate",
and the reason why | used "noderate" is | nentioned
that there were four assessnent pathways. Three are
habitat. And the habitat ones have -- based on
areas -- neasured areas of habitat. So it's kilonetres
squared, hectares. The fourth pathway on novenent and
mtigation in Agnico Eagle's assessnent does -- does
not have units of neasurenment. It was just, like, sort
of a categorical description.

And the difference between negligible, |ow and
noderate, and high nmagnitude is -- is -- is a
percentage, and noderate is -- | think it's 20 percent.

What | couldn't understand fromtheir pathway
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analysis is 20 percent of what? And so given that in
the 2014 assessnent they acknow edged that only a very
smal |l proportion of the herd was inpacted, but now the
di stri bution has changed and based on the coll ared
caribou, three quarters of the herd is within the

regi onal study area, | thought it prudent to -- from
the Kivallig Inuit's point of viewto increase the
rating fromlow to noderate based on the neasured

I ncrease in how caribou are wthin the regional study
area. So it's probably a I onger, nore conplicated
expl anation, but | hope that hel ps.

THE CHAI R Agni co Eagle, Brad Arnstrong.
MR. ARMSTRONG Thank you, Madam Chair.

Brad Arnstrong.

| -- | just have nmaybe just one nore question,
Madam Chai r .

You nentioned the other wind farns at Ragl an and
at Diavik and that they didn't have mtigation plans.
The Agni co proposal for a wind farm does have
mtigation neasures. So | think we can probably agree
that that's progress to actually build a wwnd farmw th
mtigati on neasures attached.

M. Atkinson asked you about a distance threshold,
and you said it was probably premature to -- to
actually identify that distance threshold. And | took

it fromyour answer that -- that what you would like to
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see is further review and consideration of -- of
threshol ds for caribou protection neasures and -- and
probably the -- the best forumfor doing that is the
terrestrial advisory group.

Am 1l -- am |l right in thinking that you would |ike
to see the terrestrial advisory group do a nore
detailed review of the -- of the caribou protection
measures around the wind farmand -- and potentially

with respect to the other facilities? Thank you.

THE CHAI R Kivalliqg Inuit Association,
Anne @Gunn.
MS. GUNN: Anne Gunn, consultant for

Kivalliqg Inuit Association.

Thank you for the question. | certainly agree
that Agnico Eagle's proposed mtigation is an advance,
a step forward given that the other currently operating
wind farnms, as far as | know, do not have a specific
mtigation plan.

The -- the TAG -- the technical [sic] advisory
group has in its nenbership a broad base of cari bou
know edge and experience, and so it would be,
obviously, a very useful group to bring their know edge
and experience forward to revise the proposed
mtigation.

And there are really two options that can be

followed. There are two broad classes of mitigation
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that woul d be applicable. One of themis dependent on
t hreshol ds and what di stance mtigation would be
triggered and al so cari bou nunber.

And an alternate class of options for mitigation
woul d be seasonal |y based shutdowns, and that would
renove a |lot of the uncertainty about appropriate
threshol d distances. And so | think that the techni cal
advi sory group would be very well-placed to provide
I nput to further revisions of the proposed mtigation.
So does -- does that hel p?

THE CHAI R Do you nean the terrestrial

advi sory group?

M5. GUNN: Yes.
THE CHAI R Agni co Eagle, Brad Arnstrong.
MR. ARMSTRONG Thank you, Madam Chair.

And those are all of our questions. |If | msnaned

the group, it was always the technical advisory group
that Dr. Gunn and | have been tal king about. Thank
you, Madam Chair.

Nunavut | npact Review Board Staff Questions Kivalliq
I nuit Associ ation

THE CHAI R Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board
staff, Tara Arko.

M5. ARKO Thank you, Madam Chair. And
the "techni cal advisory group", we're taking to

understand that as the "terrestrial advisory group"”,
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not the "technical advisory group". Thank you, Madam
Chair.

The Nunavut | npact Review Board staff have one
question for the Kitikmeot -- sorry -- Kivalliqg Inuit
Association. The NI RB understands that the Kivalliq
I nuit Association is actively involved in caribou
noni toring and the m ne shutdown procedures during
caribou mgration. That includes actively having staff
on the ground.

Wth the Kivalliqg Inuit Association's experience,
can they clarify whether they have concerns with the
current thresholds for work suspension and mtigation
neasures as they may be applied specifically to the
intensification of mning for the proposal, or are
there concerns with threshol ds specific to the w nd
turbi nes? Thank you, Madam Chair.

THE CHAI R Kivalliqg Inuit Association,
Lui s Manzo.

MR. MANZGO Thank you, Madam Chair.
Luis Manzo, Kivalliqg Inuit Association.

| think that the question has two parts. One is
the existing nonitoring in the road and in the mne
site, and the other one is the decision over the
t hreshol d which require research.

So |l will tackle the nonitoring conponent of the

guestion. W do have effective nonitoring and
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coordi nation with hunters and trappers, Governnent of
Nunavut, AEM NTI, and KIA. W as an institution have
one of the biggest responsibilities that, by the advice
of the nonitors, we need to make the decision of
shutting down the activities. And that is conmunicated
by emai|l or the phone right inside with our staff.

That is being communicated to ne. And | give thema
yes or no answer.

W have to be transparent, and we shut down the
mne sites way before cari bou approaches the site just
to avoid any circunstances in which we may have a
conplaint fromthe community nenbers. And then we
do -- but this is decided on the ground when we see the
appr oach.

Now, what's on paper is a 50 threshold is being --
has been deci ded anongst the terrestrial advisory
group, which we is using right now | wll -- 1 wll
ask Dr. Anne Gunn to -- referring to the 50 threshol d,
if that's appropriate or not, which is require certain
anal ysis for the scientists and the practical way of
dealing with it on the ground, which, nuch, nuch
different than what's witten because sonetime Kl A do
not want to take the chances of being called to nake
all the decisions on-site. Thank you, Madam Chair.

THE CHAl R Anne Gunn.
M5. GUNN: Anne @unn, consultant to the
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Kivalliqg Inuit Association.

The -- the idea of the mtigation is that it's
adaptive mtigation. And so based on the results of
the nonitoring, there's always the intent that the
mtigation can be adapted to -- to the caribou so it
can be inproved. And so any threshold such as
50 caribou is -- is always going to be, as you m ght
say, a work-in-progress, that we have to have the | evel
of nmonitoring so we can see if that threshold is
effective.

And | think the -- the -- the idea of a set nunber
of caribouis -- is always going to be worth
scrutini zing because caribou behaviour is seasonally
dependent. Cows with young cal ves are going to be nore
responsive. And so threshold should be -- shouldn't
necessarily be 50. In winter it mght be a different
nunber altogether. And so that is the point of the
nmonitoring that Luis described, is it gives the

f eedback to the effectiveness of those thresholds. So

the threshol ds should al ways be seen as -- as a work in
progr ess.
THE CHAI R Kivalliqg Inuit Association,

Lui s Manzo.
MR, MANZC To add in -- in -- into the
nmonitoring on the ground, you nmay -- bear with ne and

try to i magi ne cover 45 kilonetres of ground when
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cari bou is approaching. And the reason why | say that
i s because one collar in the herd not necessarily is
the line we see, but it is the line for the coll ar.

But the collar represent |arge nunbers of cari bou,
and therefore precautionary principle on behalf of the
KIAis taking either on-site or on the |ocations of
high -- high -- high land nonitoring we do to observe
the grazing. Because as they passing through, they
al so are slow ng down the pace to eat and to rest as
they passing through. And -- and in sone areas in
bet ween the road and the site when they shut down,
we -- we have to lay in between 8, 5 to 6, trying to do
sonme survey, but we can't really catch the mddle
ground per se -- or percent -- | should correct. So
that's the best way to approach it, by shutting down in
a--1in a large sections of these, avoiding collisions
or disturbance to -- to caribou. That's how we do it
at this tine.

(I NDI SCERNI BLE) 50, Dr. Anne already explain it.

We going to nmake this better, and also | -- the
information is collected in the field, so -- so then
enter into the annual report of -- of the proponent and

al so presented the tech neetings. And sonebody asked

that we really, you know, cover it fully and -- as the
certainty and -- that we tal k about today. Thanks.
THE CHAI R Nl RB staff, Tara Arko.
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M5. ARKO Yeah. | appreciate the
information. W understand the depth of discussion
that's gone into agreeing on the current threshol ds as
wel | as establishing the relationship to adjust the
thresholds or the criteria being | ooked at with
nmonitoring should it be identified that mtigation

m ght not be effective. Qur primary focus with that
gquestion was to get an understanding if those
mtigation nonitoring thresholds are in place and those
triggers for shutdown are still in place.

s the KIA's concern primarily with those not
being sufficient for the Meliadi ne expansion related to
adequacy fromthe expanded mning activities or
specific to wind turbine or other aspects of the
proposal ? Thank you.

THE CHAI R Kivalliqg Inuit Association,
Luis Manzo? Anne Gunn? Anne Qunn.

M5. GUNN: Anne @unn, consultant to the
Kivalliqg Inuit Association.

Thank you for the clarification. The concern we
have with the current threshol ds as bei ng questionabl e
for the intensification of mne activity or the w nd
farmis the change in the distribution of the caribou
that, at the nonent in the last twd, three years,
there's been a shift in -- towards cari bou being --

they're nore in June and now early June. So these are
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cows Wi th newborn or young calves. And to accommbdate
their greater responsiveness, the thresholds should be

changed both in terns of the distance and the nunber of

caribou that trigger the mtigation. Does this -- am!|l
getting closer to -- to what will help you?

THE CHAI R NI RB staff, Tara Arko.

M5. ARKO Thank you, Madam Chair.

So what |'mhearing is that it's just nore of a
general concern based off of potential interaction at a
nore sensitive point inthe life cycle that's being

experi enced now as opposed to adequacy related to new

conponents? O am|l still not quite getting it?
THE CHAI R Kivalliqg Inuit Association,
Anne @unn.

M5. GUNN: Anne Gunn, consultant --

consultant to the Kivalliq Inuit Association.

The -- the concerns -- you've understood us
correctly. Qur concern is with respect to the greatest
sensitivity and responsi veness of cows and cal ves.

We al so have a specific concern that the current
t hreshol ds are not evidence-based. So there's --
there's two concerns. They -- the -- the 50 animals --
the 50 caribou threshold, nore than 50, is -- is not
based on any systenatic approach as to how you'd arrive

at the nunber 50. |It's sort of best practices. And so

we have a concern about that because it's -- it's not
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clear how it relates to the concept of |eadership in
cari bou, the first caribou that arrive, and then the
ot her caribou take their queue fromtheir | eaders.

And so how that relates to a group -- a nunber of
caribou of 50 is uncertain. And so even though it's
sort of the best practice at the nonent, there's
uncertainty about it fromKivalliqg Inuit's perspective
because it -- it's -- what it -- there's not a great
deal of data behind it.

So just to reiterate, we have the two concerns:
the basis of the current thresholds, and then how they
wi Il have to be to accommpdate the greater
responsi veness of cows. Thank you.

THE CHAI R NIl RB staff, Tara Arko.
M5. ARKO Thank you, Madam Chair.
Tara Arko, Nunavut |npact Review Board staff.

| appreciate that clarification. And I think it
links -- links back to a question we previously asked
Agni co Eagle of how the current general nunber
t hreshol ds account for |eaders, and we've already
covered that material. So | think we're circling back
to sonething we've al ready covered.

Thank you, Madam Chair. That's it for nowwth
Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board staff questions.

THE CHAI R Before we get to questions

fromthe Board, we're going to take a five-mnute
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heal t h break.
( ADJ OURNMENT)
Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board Panel Questions Kivalliq
I nuit Associ ation
THE CHAI R Continuing with questions to
the Kivalliq Inuit Association.

Questions fromthe Board. CGuy Alikut.
MR ALI KUT: Quy Alikut fromthe Nunavut
| npact Revi ew Boar d.

| have a question. | have only one question.
Earlier Anne Gunn said -- you said that you know t hat
t he cal ving grounds have noved because of oil
exploration. | think that was ny understanding. | am
aski ng how many were that took -- how many were the
cari bou that noved fromtheir calving grounds, from
their traditional calving ground? How many of the
cari bou noved fromtraditional calving grounds? And
also -- and how far away did they nove to? That --

that is ny question if you can understand it. Thank

you.
THE CHAI R Kivalliqg Inuit Association,
Anne @unn.

V5. GUNN: Kivalliqg Inuit Association.

Thank you for your question. | would rather take
a question from (NO ENG.I SH FEED) not havi ng the

preci se informati on and the actual nunbers. So | would
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rather get back to you with the actual nunbers and
where they canme fromif that is appropriate.
THE CHAI R Quy Alikut.
MR. ALl KUT: Thank you.

Oh, that was ny only question. So thank you.
THE CHAI R NI RB Board, Catherine Enri ck.
M5. EMRI CK: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Cat herine Enrick, Nunavut |npact Review Board board
menber .

| have a question regarding the discharge of
surface water to Meliadine Lake. And I'mjust trying

to sort of understand, and this is referring to

Slide 20. I'mjust trying to understand the -- the
sort of overall inpact. Earlier in -- in the
proceedi ngs in response to a question, | asked Agnico

Eagl e about the potential inpacts of underground
mning. | specifically asked if it would have an
I npact on the discharge to Meliadi ne Lake. And |
understand that response to be that there would be no
I npact to the amount of discharge to Meli adi ne Lake.

So |I''mwondering on your Slide 20 where you
i ndicated threefold increase in discharge, is that
increase related to specific additional activities that
are proposed in the extension proposal, or is that
primarily a result of the increased mne |ife that

conmes with the proposal? If you could just help ne
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with that, | would appreciate it. Thank you.

THE CHAI R Kivalliqg Inuit Association,
Matt McDougal | .

MR, MCDOUGALL.: Matt MDougall for the

Kivalliqg Inuit Association.

Thank you for the question. So there are a nunber
of components that will inpact the volune of discharge
to Meliadine Lake. One will be the dual waterline
systemis not expected to change between what's goi ng
to be constructed and as a result of the extension
activities. And so as both saline and contact water
use the same infrastructure to travel from Meliadine to
Itivia Harbour, extra saline water fromthe underground
pits will displace contact water that will otherw se
have to be discharged to Meliadi ne Lake.

Bet ween that and the increased footprint which
relate to -- which causes nore contact water and the
increased mne life, these all contribute to the
di scharge to Meliadi ne Lake. Thank you.

THE CHAl R Nl RB board, Catherine Enrick.
M5. EMRI CK Thank you, Madam Chair.

Cat herine Enrick, Nunavut I|npact Review Board board
menber .

Thank you for that response.

THE CHAI R Nl RB board, Phillip Kadl un.
MR KADLUN- OM NGVAKYCK:  Philli p Kadl un- Om ngmakyok,
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Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board nenber.

In your presentation you nentioned that the --
caribou is paralleling the road, all-weather road.
gquestion is -- and then you -- you nentioned your
changes to the calving areas and the -- and then --
then the -- the herd is calving closer to the
al | -weat her road.

| " m wondering whether the caribou that is
paral leling the road, they're not able to reach the
calving ground -- traditional calving ground. |'m
wondering if whether the -- the paralleling of that

road may contribute to those actions such as cal ving

closer to the mne site and -- and -- and -- and
feeding or mlling close to the road. Thank you, Madam
Chair.

THE CHAI R Kivalliqg Inuit Association,
Anne @unn.

M5. GUNN: Anne @unn, consultant to the
Kivalliqg Inuit Association.

Thank you for the question. It's -- it's a
conpl ex question, like, a lot to do with caribou
behaviour. The -- the -- ny coment about the --
whet her the caribou paralleled the road or not was
based on the -- on the collar pathways that,

vi sual i zed, suggest the paralleling, and that would
have been in post-calving tinmes in July. The -- the --

t he
My

and

r
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the -- going further into whether the caribou actually
parall el the road was addressed by Agnico Eagle's
anal ysis of the collar novenents, Conm tnent 38, and we
think that story is -- is not ended yet. There's still
uncertainty as to whether the caribou paralleled the
road or whether it was the result of sonething el se.

So | would hesitate to relate the shift in the
calving distribution, so as the calving canme closer to

the cari bou responses to the roads, which is a way of

saying -- | guess it's a way of saying | don't really
know. | don't have enough information at this tine to
really answer your question. |'msorry.

THE CHAI R NIl RB board, Phillip Kadl un.
MR, KADLUN- OM NGVAKYOK: Madam Chair, that's all

have.

THE CHAI R Any nore questions fromthe
boar d?

Nunavut | npact Review Board Chair Questions Kivalliq

I nuit Association

THE CHAI R | have some questions. During
your presentation on Slide 9, can the Kivalliqg Inuit
Association clarify that they are concluding or they
have concluded that the Inuit know edge integrated into
the informati on on cari bou novenent and density is

i nsufficient based on the information that they have

i n-house? Because, as | understood, the information
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you presented on that slide included Inuit know edge.

Kivalliqg Inuit Association, Anne Gunn.

MS. GUNN: Anne @Gunn, consultant to the
Kivalliqg Inuit Association.

Thank you for the question. Yes. W -- we are
concluding that the level of Inuit know edge on the
cari bou novenents in the vicinity of the mne site
shoul d be strengthened, that it is inadequate.

THE CHAl R And on Slide 12, | amtrying
to understand where the information is comng from
Are the Inuit observations you shared during your
presentation collected through a nonitoring program or
t hrough consultation or a conbination of both? And is
this what infornms your areas of disagreenent on the
concl usi ons about the inpacts of the project --
proposed project?

M5. GUNN: Anne Gunn for the Kivalliqg

I nuit Associ ation.

My apol ogies. Please could you repeat the
guesti on.

THE CHAI R: In terns of -- in this part of
your presentation, you nention that there's a

di sagreenent, | guess, in a short form about the
concl usi ons.

Are the Inuit observations you shared during your

presentation collected through -- is that fromwhat's
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been col |l ected through a nonitoring program or through
consultation with Inuit?

Kivalliqg Inuit Association, Anne Qunn.
M5. GUNN: Anne Gunn, Kivalliq Inuit
Associ ation.

My apologies. I|I'mtrying to figure out which

slide where | said whatever | said.

THE CHAI R During your comentary for
Slide 12.

M5. GUNN: My confusion is that | only
had ten slides. | think it was the -- it's the

presentation nunber we're trying to sort out. So --

sorry.
THE CHAI R That's okay. |[|'Il go to ny
next question. | wll ask it again during the

community roundtable if it's not answered by then.
MS. GUNN: Anne @Qunn, consultant to the
Inuit -- Kivalliqgq Inuit Association.

The I nuit knowl edge that | was referring to was
I nuit know edge that was reported in Agnico Eagle's
reports. And so it was -- yes. Thank you. And sorry
about the confusion.
THE CHAI R And in your presentation on
Slide 13, I"'mlooking for sonme clarification in terns
of caribou interacting wwth the project for the D avik

M ne. Are you saying that the caribou have been
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avoi ding the project area since the turbines were
erected or since the project was constructed? And al so
can you clarify if Dhavik is not as good as a
conpari son because the habitat is not as conparable
because they occupy the area in a different season?
Can you just clarify if that's what you neant in terns
of conparing between the proposed project and the
Di avi k project?

Kivalliqg Inuit Association, Anne Qunn.
V5. GUNN: Anne Gunn, consultant for the

Kivalliq Inuit Association.

Thank you for the request. | would clarify that
the -- I"'mnot saying that the caribou are avoiding the
project. |I'msaying that there wasn't sufficient

evi dence to know how t he cari bou were responding. The
nunber of caribou -- the point |I tried to make was the
nunber of caribou that were exposed to the four w nd
turbines was very low, and it was al so during w nter,
which is a different season than would be applicable to
Meliadine. So it was nore that there was -- to
summari ze, there was no specifically designed

nmoni toring plan, and the nunbers of caribou woul d make
it very low, so it would be difficult to discern if the
cari bou were actually avoiding it. Does that
clarification hel p?

THE CHAI R And on Slide 16. And if you
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have the information, can you explain what the primary

di st urbances nmay have been between 1994 and 2008 t hat

may have caused a steep decline, or is there not -- or
is there, you know, |ow confidence in those -- in those
counts?

And are you aware if there is a distribution map
that can show the difference in location of -- of the
caribou fromthose tines and if there has been a shift
in those | ocations based on -- for these popul ation

counts for the Qamanirjuaq herd?

Kivalliqg Inuit Association,
MS.  GUNN:
Kivalliqg Inuit Association.

Thank you for the question.

Anne @unn,

Anne @Gunn.

consultant to the

The causes of the

t hi nk the Gover nment

decl i ne between 1994 and 2008, |
of Nunavut is in the best position to answer that
question. The precision of the estinates was

relatively high, so the trend -- the decline is not

caused by any inadequacies in the actual count. |
think that was part of what you asked. The decline is

statistically significant, and I would defer to the
Gover nnment of Nunavut to sunmarize probabl e causes of
t he decl i ne.

And the -- your question about the difference in
to the Governnent of

distribution, | would al so defer

Nunavut .
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THE CHAI R Thank you for your responses.
And if Governnment of Nunavut can take that to answer
during their intervention.

Question fromthe Board. QGuy Alikut.

VR, ALI KUT: Thank you. CGuy Alikut.

What you are saying about Inuit Qaujimjatugangit,
about Inuit traditional know edge, and what you said
you heard fromthe Agnico Eagle, why you -- Kivalliq
[nuit Qaujimjatugangit, why don't you consult with or
talk with those that hold traditional Inuit know edge?
Is this ny understanding? And | would |ike
clarification on this. Thank you.

THE CHAI R Kivalliqg Inuit Association,
Lui s Manzo.

MR, MANZC Thank you, Madam Chair.
Luis Manzo, Kivalliqg Inuit Association.

W do collect traditional know edge based in
interviews in the Meliadine Lake. Nevertheless, we do
have historical data as well that we -- that we have in
regarding to the Meliadi ne project.

And the question was, do we consult Inuit for nore
information in regard to the project? And the answer
I's, who was anal yzing the data presented by the
proponent, collecting traditional data, take a very,
very long tine in regard to the timng of the review

That's ny question [sic]. W -- we haven't coll ect
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actual data.

THE CHAI R NI RB board, Guy Alikut.
MR ALI KUT: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Yes. |1'll cease to ask questions. Thank you for

that clarification.

THE CHAI R Al right. It's just past
5:00, so we're going to take a supper break and
reconvene --

Kivalliqg Inuit Association, Anne Qunn.

V5. GUNN: Anne @unn, consultant to the
Kivalliq Inuit Association.

W would -- | would like to clarify ny answer
to -- to the board staff question. M apologies for, |
t hi nk, m sunderstanding part of it.

Kivalliqg Inuit's concern -- specific concerns
about the wind farmmtigation plan is that it will not
be sufficient to avoid inpacts to caribou at the
proposed mne site location for the wind farm Thank
you.

THE CHAl R: Before we go for a supper
break, just for the awareness of participants, there is
now a boil water advisory for Rankin Inlet due to a
nmechani cal issue at the water treatnent plant.

And just a remnder. W won't be serving
refreshnments this evening, so bring your own

refreshnments for this evening. And we'll reconvene at
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6: 30. Renenber to | eave your receiver.

( PROCEEDI NGS ADJOURNED UNTI L 6:30 PM

( PROCEEDI NGS RECOMMENCED AT 6:36 PM

THE CHAI R Vel conme back, everyone. For
the next group of presenters, we will have the -- the
Governnent of Canada representatives providing their
interventions as a group, and we'll -- we'll be
starting with Transport Canada.

| don't know if -- legal counsel, if you're going
to affirmall of themat once or not.

Crown- | ndi genous Rel ati ons and Northern Affairs
Canada, Environnment and d i mate Change Canada,

Fi sheries and Cceans Canada, Health Canada, and Natural
Resour ces Canada.

Nl RB | egal counsel.

Procedural Matters by Nunavut |npact Review Board Legal
Counsel

M5. NMEADOWS: So, Madam Chair,

Teresa Meadows for the Nunavut |npact Revi ew Board.

So we're -- we're going to deviate a little bit
fromthe agenda today to allow all of the federal
departnents that you just listed to provide their
presentations, and then we will go to a round of
guestions of any of -- any and all of the -- of the
federal famly.

And thank you to the Governnment of Nunavut for
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novi ng down in the agenda so that Governnent of Canada
can go first. It's ny understanding that there are
sone nenbers of the federal famly that need to | eave
tonight on tonight's plane, so we're accommodati ng
that -- that change in the agenda.

What I'"'mgoing to do is | see that CIRNAC are
positioned to do their presentation, but | understand

that a Transport Canada representative needs to | eave

to catch a plane, so -- pardon?

MR DEWAR (I NDI SCERNI BLE - M CROPHONE
OFF)

V5. NMEADOWS: Ckay. So CIRNAC is going to

go first, and then Transport Canada, so | wll swear
both of -- both sets in, and then you can just go back
to back, and I will swear in the individual panels
after that.

So, Crown-1ndi genous Rel ati ons and Northern
Affairs Canada, if you can -- | can have the w tnesses

state and spell their name for the record, please.

MR. DEVWAR: Spencer Dewar, S-P-E-N-CGE-R
D-E-WA-R

MR NGWA: Fel exce Ngwa, F-E-L-E-X-CGE
N-G WA

MR DOWNI NG Adam Downi ng, A-D-A-M

DDOWNI-NG
SPENCER DEWAR, FELEXCE NGWA, Sworn
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ADAM DOMWNI NG, Affirnmed

M5. MEADOWG: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Teresa Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut | npact
Revi ew Boar d.

Madam Chair, | have presentation materials in
mul ti pl e | anguages that are the hard copies of these
presentati ons provided by Crown-Indi genous Rel ati ons
and Northern Affairs Canada foll owed by Transport
Canada, and | propose to mark those as the next
exhibits in this public hearing. And those are ny
procedural natters.

EXH BIT 10 - Hard Copy Power Poi nt

Presentation, “Agnico Eagle Mnes Limted s

Mel i adi ne Extensi on Project Proposal”,

Crown- I ndi genous Rel ati ons and Northern

Affairs Canada (English/Inuktitut)

EXH BIT 11 - Hard Copy Power Poi nt

Presentation, “Agnico Eagle Mnes Limted s

Mel i adi ne Extension Project Proposal”,

Crown- | ndi genous Rel ati ons and Northern

Affairs Canada (French)

EXH BIT 12 - Hard Copy Power Poi nt

Presentation, “Agnico Eagle Mnes Limted s

Mel i adi ne Extensi on Project Proposal”,

Crown- | ndi genous Rel ati ons and Northern

Affairs Canada (Dene Dial ect 1)
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EXH BIT 13 - Hard Copy Power Poi nt
Presentation, “Agnico Eagle Mnes Limted s
Mel i adi ne Extensi on Project Proposal”,
Crown- I ndi genous Rel ati ons and Northern
Affairs Canada (Dene Dial ect 2)

EXH BIT 14 - Hard Copy Power Poi nt
Presentation, “Final Hearing Coments --
Reconsi derati on of Agnico Eagle M nes
Limted s “Mliadi ne Extensi on” Project
Proposal ” (English/Inuktitut)

EXH BIT 15 - Hard Copy Power Poi nt
Presentation, “Final Hearing Comrents --
Reconsi derati on of Agnico Eagle M nes
Limted s “Mliadi ne Extensi on” Project
Proposal ” (French)

EXH BI T 16 - Hard Copy Power Poi nt
Presentation, “Final Hearing Coments --
Reconsi derati on of Agnico Eagle M nes
Limted s “Meliadi ne Extension” Project
Proposal ” (Dene Syl | abi cs)

EXH BIT 17 - Hard Copy Power Poi nt
Presentation, “Final Hearing Comrents --
Reconsi deration of Agnico Eagle M nes
Limted s “Mliadi ne Extensi on” Project
Proposal ” (Dene Roman Ot hography)

Presentati on by Crown-I1ndi genous Rel ati ons and Northern
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Affairs Canada (Agnico Eagle Mnes Limted s Meliadine
Ext ensi on Proj ect Proposal)

THE CHAI R Crown- | ndi genous Rel ati ons and
Northern Affairs Canada, Spencer Dewar.

MR, DEWAR Quj annam i k, Madam Chai r.
Spencer Dewar, Crown-Indi genous Rel ati ons and Northern
Af fairs Canada.

Living in lgaluit, I was always told that Friday
nights were pretty exciting in Rankin. | didn't quite
know how exciting until now

|'"'mthe director of resource nmanagenent with
t he Nunavut regional office of Crown-Indi genous
Rel ati ons and Northern Affairs Canada.

Thank you, Chair, and Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board
nmenbers along with your teamfor giving us the
opportunity to present on behalf of our departnment. |
woul d also like to thank Agnico Eagle M nes Limted,
the community representatives, fellowintervenors, and
the Rankin Inlet community for wel com ng us and
participating wwth us in this assessnent. Lastly, |
want to thank the translators for providing
si mul t aneous transl ati on.

Joining ne in Rankin Inlet today are the fell ow
nmenbers of our departnent: Fel exce Ngwa, the manager
of inpact assessnent; Amal Roy, senior environnmental

assessnent specialist; Mchael Staniewski,
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envi ronnental policy analyst; and Tony Brown, our
consultant with Arcadis. Attending virtually is our
| egal counsel, Sinone Tielesh and Joseph MHattie.

Il will briefly outline Crown-Indi genous Rel ations
and Northern Affairs Canada's role in the Nunavut
| npact Review Board' s assessnent of the Mliadine
extensi on project proposal. The Mnister of Northern
Affairs, along with other responsible mnisters, wll
be maki ng a deci sion on the project proposal based on
recommendati ons fromthe Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board.
The other responsibile mnisters are the Mnisters of
Environnent and dimte Change, Fisheries Cceans and
t he Canadi an Coast Guard, Energy and Natural Resources
and Transport.

As an intervenor during the assessment process,
our departnent provides technical advice to the board
on topics that fall within our nmandate. If the
Mel i adi ne extension proposal is authorized to proceed,
the departnment will have regulatory roles which wll
I ncl ude continued participation in the Nunavut Water
Board |icencing process. Qur departnent al so conducts
I nspections to ensure conpliance with terns and
conditions of the NIRB project certificate and the
wat er |icences issued by the Nunavut Water Board. W
al so actively participate in the review of the

proponent's annual reporting. | wll speak to the | ast
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bullet, the duty to consult, on the next page.

So this refers to the consultation and the Nunavut
| npact Review Board process. The responsi ble mnisters
rely on the Board's assessnent process to assist in
fulfilling the CGtown's duty to consult. The Nunavut
agreenent's comanagenent regine gives the Board
jurisdiction to assess projects in Nunavut and their
potential inpacts.

The Nunavut | npact Review Board's assessnent
process and proceedi ngs are designed specifically to
provide potentially affected indigenous groups with a
nmeani ngf ul opportunity to understand the project
proposal and to express their views and concerns with
respect to potential project-related inpacts, including
on their established or asserted Section 35 rights, and
to consider ways such views and concerns can be
addr essed.

In order to support consultation, our departnent
provi des participant funding through the Nunavut -- or
t hrough the northern participant program funding for
meani ngful participation in the Board' s assessnent
process. After the Nunavut Inpact Review Board has
I ssued its reports and recomendati ons, the Governnent
of Canada will correspond with the designated |nuit
organi zati ons and other potentially affected indigenous

gr oups.
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In this assessnent, it'll be the Kivalliq Inuit
Associ ation, Nunavut Tunngavi k | ncorporated, the Sayisi
Dene federation and the Northl ands Denesuli ne
federation and the Athabasca Denesuline Ne Ne Land
Cor por ati on.

The purpose will be to seek their views on the
report and any outstandi ng concerns that nmay stil
exist. This wll provide an opportunity for the
Governnent of Canada to confirmthat the Nunavut | npact
Revi ew Board's report properly captures, bal ances, and
addresses I nuit and other indigenous groups' views and
concerns and help to determ ne whether the duty to
consult has been net and if potential acconmobdations
and mtigations of inpacts to rights are sufficient
before making a m nisterial decision.

The Governnent of Canada urges all intervenors to
share with the Nunavut | npact Review Board all the
i nformati on and evi dence including Inuit
Qauj i maj atugangit and traditional know edge that they
consider inportant to the assessnent of the Mliadine
ext ensi on project proposal.

Based on our mandate, Crown-Indi genous Rel ati ons
and Northern Affairs Canada provides technical advice
on the followi ng: environnental inpact assessnent
net hodol ogy and best practices including cunul ative

effects assessnent, surface water quality and quantity,
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groundwat er quality and quantity, marine water quality
as affected by activities on the |and, pernmafrost,
veget ati on, waste nmanagenent, and Crown | and
contam nati on and degradation particularly as it's
related to closure and recl amati on pl anni ng.

Crown- | ndi genous Rel ati ons and Northern Affairs
Canada has participated in all phases of the assessnent
to date, including the scoping and informati on sessions
I n Septenber 2022, review of the final environnental
I npact statenment addendum and rel evant docunents as
listed on the slide. W attended the first prehearing
conference and comunity roundtable in Novenber of 2022
and the second prehearing conference in March of 2023,
and we're here this weekend for the final public
heari ng.

Today we' || be tal ki ng about our technical
coments submtted to the Nunavut | npact Review Board
I n Cctober 2022 and as discussed at the technical
nmeetings in Novenber. Qur departnent had a total of
seven concerns, all of which are now resolved. Three
of them have been resolved and require no additiona
followup, while the -- the remaining four are
consi dered conditionally resolved for the assessnent
based on comm tnents nmade by Agnico Eagle.

W may have run out of batteries on the slideshow

Where do | hit next slide? Can soneone hit next slide?
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Here. Thank you.

So I'll speak to the resolved concerns. Techni cal
Revi ew Comment Number 5 resolves the total dissolved
solid concentration in Collection Pond Nunber 1.
Crown- I ndi genous Rel ati ons and Northern Affairs Canada
requested that Agnico Eagle present a detailed
description of the factors that resulted in predicted
total dissolved solid concentrations in Collection
Pond 1 being reduced by nore than 70 percent under the
proposed Mel i adi ne extension.

Agni co Eagl e provided the requested informtion,
and our departnent considers the issue resolved for the
pur poses of the current assessnment. Next slide.

Techni cal Revi ew Comment 6, post-closure arsenic
| oadings from Saline Pond B7 to Tiri Pit Lake.
Crown- I ndi genous Rel ati ons and Northern Affairs Canada
requested that Agnico Eagle subnmt an updated water
qual ity and water bal ance nodel and present a
sensitivity analysis to confirmthat the post-closure
arseni c concentrations in the Tiri Pit Lake and ot her
wat er bodies will not be substantially greater than
predi cted. Agnico Eagle provided the information that
satisfactorily addressed these concerns. Next slide.
Can we go back one slide. Sorry.

Ckay. So Techni cal Revi ew Comment Nunber 7,

post-cl osure seepage quality fromreclai ned areas.
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Crown- | ndi genous Rel ati ons and Northern Affairs Canada
requested that Agnico Eagle devel op a nore conservative
estimate of the potential contam nants com ng from

accl ained areas of the site and to update the water
quality nodels to provide evidence that the seepage
fromthe reclained areas will return to pre-existing
water quality at closure. Qur departnent considers
this issue to be sufficiently resolved for the purposes
of the current assessnment and w |l pursue the issue
during the review -- the future versions of the interim
cl osure and reclamation plan for the site. Next slide,
pl ease.

Techni cal Revi ew Comment Nunber 1 is the Di scovery
wat erline. Qur departnent requested Agnico Eagle
provi de detailed information regarding the design,
operation, and associ ated environnental inpacts and
mtigation neasures of the Discovery waterline, and we
recommended that any approval issued for the Meliadine
extension include nodifications to relevant Terns and
Condi tions Number 119, 124, 125, and 134 of NIRB -- or
Nunavut | npact Review Board Project Certificate 6,
Amendnent Nunber 2, requiring that the D scovery
wat erl i ne be designed, constructed, and operated in a
fashion that inplenents the sane environnental inpact
controls that are required for the approved waterline

fromMliadine Mne to Itivia Harbour. Agnico Eagle's
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commtnent to the proposed term and conditions
revisions resolve this concern. Next slide. Next
slide.

Techni cal Revi ew Comment Nunber 2, in-pit disposal
of tailings and/or waste rock. The final environnental
I npact statenent addendum provides limted infornation
on the proposed disposition of tailings and/ or waste
rock in exhausted pits. This is being proposed by
Agni co Eagle as an alternative.

Crown- I ndi genous Rel ations and Northern Affairs
Canada requires additional information and anal ysis
before in-pit disposal at the Meliadine Mne is
aut hori zed to proceed. Qur departnent proposes a new
termand condition to be incorporated into the project
certificate requiring Agnico Eagle to submt additional
i nformati on and analysis to the Nunavut Water Board for
revi ew and approval before the in-pit disposal of
tailings or waste rock can occur.

Qur departnent considers this issue to be resol ved
for the purposes of the assessnent as Agnico Eagl e has
agreed to the inclusion of the proposed term and
condition in the Arended Project Certificate 6 that
specifies the informati on nust be provided to the
Nunavut | npact Review Board -- or the Nunavut Water
Board for review and approval. This will be in

accordance with the processes set out in the ternms and
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conditions of the Type A water |icence issued under the
Nunavut Waters and Nunavut Surface Rights Tribunal Act.

Techni cal Review Comment 3, tenporary storage of
saline and surface contact water and pits. The
Mel i adi ne extension final environnmental i npact
statenent addendum i ndi cates that exhausted pits nay be
used as an alternative for tenporary saline and surface
contact water storage.

Crown- | ndi genous Rel ati ons and Northern Affairs
Canada requested that Agnico Eagle provide operationa
details such as the quantity of water to be stored, the
duration of storage, and the analysis of interaction to
the stored water with the groundwater system CQur
departnent considers this issue to be resol ved
conditionally as Agnico Eagle conmmts to submtting
this information as evidence to the Nunavut Water
Board' s ongoi ng Mel i adi ne extension water |icence
amendnent process.

Techni cal Revi ew Conment Nunber 4, m nim zing
di scharge to Meliadi ne Lake. Crown-I ndi genous
Rel ati ons and Northern Affairs Canada requested that
Agni co Eagle indicate what steps wll be taken to
mnimze or elimnate discharges to Meliadi ne Lake.

Agni co Eagl e maintains that the proposed Ml i adi ne Lake
di scharge vol unes were assessed previously. Qur

departnent strongly encourages Agnico Eagle to take
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action to address the Kivalliqg Inuit Association's
request to mnimze or elimnate discharges to
Mel | adi ne Lake.

To concl ude, Crown-Indi genous Rel ati ons and
Northern Affairs Canada identified areas of concern,
and Agni co Eagle provided required information or nmade
commtnents to address them Agnico Eagle's responses
and comm tnents have sufficiently addressed our
departnent's concerns for the purpose of Nunavut | npact
Revi ew Board's assessnent process.

In closing, our departnent appreciates the
opportunity to participate in this assessnent and | ooks
forward to working with all parties noving forward.

Quj annam i k. Mahsi Cho. Thank you. Merci.
Presentation by Transport Canada (Fi nal Hearing
Comments -- Reconsideration of Agnico Eagle M nes

Limted s “Meliadi ne Extension” Project Proposal)

THE CHAI R Transport Canada, Adam
Downi ng.
VR. DOMNI NG Thank you, Madam Chair.

Hel |l o and good evening. M/ nane is Adam Downi ng.
I'"'mthe regional senior environnental supervisor in
Transport Canada's prairie and northern region. Thank
you to the Board for giving us a chance to sumari ze
our final comments on the reconsideration of Agnico

Eagl e' s Mel i adi ne extension project proposal. Next

Dicta Court Reporting Inc.
403-531-0590




603

© 00 N oo o B~ W DN P

N DN D N DD DNN P P PP PR, PRk
o o A W DN P O © 00 N o 0o AW DN O

slide.

Transport Canada is -- is a responsible mnister
for the original Mliadine project as well as the 2019
saline effluent discharge project. W enforce a nunber
of transportation |laws and rules for these projects,

i ncl udi ng the Canada Shi ppi ng Act, 2001, the Canadi an
Navi gabl e Waters Act, and the Canadi an Avi ation

Regul ations. Wien it cones to this proposal, our role
Is to make sure that the extension follows the Canadi an
Navi gabl e Waters Act and the Canadi an Avi ation
Regul ati ons.

Qur regul ati ons focus on keeping aircraft safe
fromstructures that are above a certain height, |ike
the wwind farm W also nake sure the public can stil
use the bodies of water inpacted by the project.

After review ng Agnico Eagle Mne's fina
envi ronmental inpact statenent addendumfor this
proj ect proposal, we asked themto assess how work
woul d i npact the stream between Lakes D5 and D6. An
access road would al so cross this stream

Agni co Eagle M nes used our project reviewtool to
hel p them det erm ne how navi gati on woul d be inpacted on
this waterway. They also found that since the stream
Is 268 netres | ong and has a maxi mum depth of
.09 netres along wwth a maxi rumw dth of 25 netres, the

streamisn't considered a navi gabl e wat erway under
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Canadi an |l aw. W accept this assessnent and agree the
Canadi an Navi gabl e Waters Act doesn't apply for this
crossi ng because boats can't use the stream

In our second coment, we asked Agnico Eagle M nes
to get a governor in council exenption before any
dewatering or infilling bodies of water. Nornmally both
dewatering and infilling bodies of water used by boats
I's banned by Canadian |aw. But if Agnico Eagle M nes
IS granted an exenption, it nmeans that they have
special permssion to ignore this ban. This neans that
they will be able to dewater or infill bodies of water.

So getting an exenption isn't easy and takes sone
time. First, Agnico Eagle Mnes would have to apply
for the exenption. Then Transport Canada w | |
determne if the water body can be used by boats. This
process would involve deciding if the water -- if the
body of water is big enough for the boats to use and
whet her the public has wanted to use boats on the body
of water in the past, now, or in the future.

Once Transport Canada confirnms that the body of
wat er can be used by boats, then we conplete a
regul atory inpact analysis statenent which will help
the governor in council nmake their decision. This
report will take sone tine, between 1 and 1-and-a-half
years, to prepare and will be based on information in

Agni co Eagle M nes' application.
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In our third comment, we asked Agnico Eagle M nes
to send us an aeronautical assessnent formso we could
review it before the wind farmis built. |If the w nd
farmis built at the mne site, an aeronauti cal
assessnent formwould be required. If it is built in
the Subblu area or anywhere near the airport, Transport
Canada al so reconmends that a gl are anal ysis be
conducted. We recomended adopting any ways to reduce
the risk to aircraft that may be included within the
gl are anal ysi s.

That concl udes our presentation. W appreciate
the chance to take part in this process and | ook
forward to continuing to participate. Thank you.

THE CHAI R Thank you for your
presentations. | believe we're going into nore
Governnent of Canada presentations.

Nl RB | egal counsel.

Procedural Matters by Nunavut |npact Review Board Legal
Counsel
V5. MEADOWS: Thank you, Madam Chair

| believe next on the list are Environnent and
dimat e Change Canada.

You want to -- if | can have the wtnesses state
and spell their name for the record, please.

MS. SHORE: Vi ctoria Shore,
V-1-CT-OR1-ASS-HORE
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VI CTORI A SHORE, Affirned
M5. NMEADOWS: Madam Chair. Teresa Meadows,
| egal counsel for the Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board.

Madam Chair, | will be marking the presentation
materials from Environnent and Climate Change Canada in
hard copy in several |anguages as the next exhibits in
this public hearing. And those are ny procedural
matters.

EXH BIT 18 - Hard Copy Power Poi nt

Presentation, “Agnico Eagle Mnes Ltd.

Mel i adi ne Extension Public Hearing

Presentation” (English/Inuktitut)

EXH BIT 19 - Hard Copy Power Poi nt

Presentation, “Agnico Eagle M nes Ltd.

Mel i adi ne Extension Public Hearing

Presentation” (French)

EXH BIT 20 - Hard Copy Power Poi nt

Presentation, “Agnico Eagle M nes Ltd.

Mel i adi ne Extension Public Hearing

Presentati on” (Dene)
Presentation by Environment and Cimate Change Canada
(Agnico Eagle M nes Ltd. Meliadi ne Extension Public
Hearing Presentation)
THE CHAI R Environnent and d i nmate Change
Canada, Victoria Shore.

MS. SHORE: Victoria Shore, Environnent
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and Cimate Change Canada.

Good eveni ng, Madam Chair, board nenbers, Elders,
comunity nenbers, board staff, Agnico Eagle, and
fell ow intervenors.

As | just nentioned, nmy nane is Victoria Shore,
and |'ma senior environnental assessnent officer with
Envi ronnent and Cimate Change Canada. Also online is
Sarah Forte, water quality analyst, and
St ephani e Mall on, environnmental assessnent officer.
Today | will be presenting on the departnent's fina
witten subm ssion.

THE CHAI R Nl RB | egal counsel.
V5. MEADOWG: My apol ogi es, Madam Chair.

My apol ogies, Ms. Shore. Are you going to have
Ms. Forte provide evidence or answers to questions?
M5. SHORE: It is possible she may answer
guestions depending on their nature if they get nore
technical, but for the nost part it will be ne. So |
think we can affirmher if and when that happens.

V5. MEADOWS: Thank you. Thank you, Madam
Chair. Teresa Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut
| npact Revi ew Boar d.

Fl ag for ne whenever you need to -- to have
addi ti onal nenbers of your teamsworn in. Thank you.
M5. SHORE: As | was saying, today | wll

be presenting on the departnent's final witten

Dicta Court Reporting Inc.
403-531-0590




608

© 00 N oo o B~ W DN P

N DN D N DD DNN P P PP PR, PRk
o o A W DN P O © 00 N o 0o AW DN O

subm ssion in regards to Agnico Eagle's Meliadine
ext ensi on project.

To start off, | wll go through Environnent and
Climate Change Canada's nandate, briefly touch upon the
rel evant acts and | egislation, our involvenent in
envi ronnmental assessnents, and then go through the
reconmendati ons and resolutions outlined in the
departnent’'s final witten subm ssion to the Nunavut
| npact Revi ew Boar d.

| will also note here that some of our slides were
not made bilingual to ensure that they maintained
readability. 1In these cases, | wll switch slides
about hal fway through to ensure that both | anguages are
di spl ayed.

Envi ronment and i mate Change Canada' s mandate
i ncl udes preservation and enhancenent of the quality of
the natural environnment, including water, air, and soil
quality, and the coordination of the relevant policies
and progranms of the Governnment of Canada. It also
I ncl udes renewabl e resources such as mgratory birds
and ot her non-donmestic flora and fauna, neteorol ogy,
and the enforcenent of rules and regul ations.

Environnent and i nmate Change Canada's nmandate is
governed by the Departnent of the Environment Act, the
Canadi an Environnental Protection Act, the pollution

prevention provisions of the Fisheries Act, the
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M gratory Birds Convention Act, and the Species At Risk
Act .

Environnent and dinmate Change Canada's scientific
specialists participate in both Nunavut |npact Review
Board and Nunavut Water Board processes. W provide
scientific advice, recommendations, and information
based on our mandate. W also ensure that rel evant
regul ati ons and Acts are being followed. Environnent
and i mate Change Canada's enforcenent inspectors nake
regular visits to Meliadine to confirmrelevant Acts
and regul ations are being foll owed.

Environnent and i mte Change Canada submtted
16 technical review comments throughout the current
process, which are all considered resol ved.

Envi ronnent and C i mate Change Canada's techni cal
review coments were related to air quality, climte
change, water quality, and wildlife. Technical review
comments that were unresolved after the technical
meeting and were also not related to the airstrip wll
be discussed in nore details in the follow ng slides.
A table briefly outlining all of Environnent and
Cimate Change Canada's technical review coments is

I ncluded at the end of this presentation as an annex
but will not be discussed in detail.

Environnent and d i mate Change Canada recomended

that Agnico Eagle follow the guidance in the strategic
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assessnent of climte change and its draft technica
guide to provide a better understanding of the
project's greenhouse gas em ssions and its inpact on
climate change. Agnico Eagle provided additional
details around estimated greenhouse gas em ssions,
mtigation neasures, their net zero plan, and carbon
sinks in January and February. Environnment and Cimte
Change Canada reviewed the additional information and
provi ded additi onal recomendations in Technica
Comments 14, 15, and 16.

In response to Technical Comment 5 di scussed on
the previous slide, Agnico Eagle provided an estinmate
of greenhouse gas em ssions in February. But this
estimate did not include em ssions related to | and use
change. Environnent and Cimate Change Canada
recommended Agnico Eagle provide an estimte of |and
use change em ssions to be included in the project's
di rect em ssions during the construction phase. Agnico
Eagl e provided a revised em ssions estimate in June
whi ch sufficiently incorporated | and-use-change
em ssi ons.

Al'so in response to Technical Comment 5, Agnico
Eagl e provided a neno incorporating the gui dance for
mtigation principles in the strategic assessnent on
climate change in February. |In this neno, the

project's greenhouse gas intensity was clainmed to be

Dicta Court Reporting Inc.
403-531-0590




611

© 00 N oo o B~ W DN P

N DN D N DD DNN P P PP PR, PRk
o o A W DN P O © 00 N o 0o AW DN O

50 percent |ower than the world average w t hout
supporting details. Environnent and C i mate Change
Canada recommended that Agnico Eagle explain this
st at enment .

In response to Environnment and C i mte Change
Canada' s recommendati on, Agnico Eagle shared a study
that provided the gl obal average greenhouse gas
intensity for gold mning and clarified the greenhouse
gas intensity of the current Meliadine operations and
not the proposed extension is half the gl obal average.

Agni co Eagl e also noted that the proposed
extension will have an inportant influence on reducing
the carbon footprint of mne operations given the best
avai l abl e technol ogi es and best environnental practices
bei ng proposed.

Agni co Eagl e provided an assessnent of the
project's inpact on carbon sinks in January. |In
section 3.3 of the assessnent, two different val ues
were included as the total carbon sink inpact.
Environnent and i mate Change Canada recommended t hat
Agni co Eagle correct or explain the difference in
estimates. Agnico Eagle confirned that there was a
typo in the original docunent and provided a revised
ver si on.

Environnent and d i mate Change Canada recomended

that a full assessnent of the proposed in-pit disposal
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be done. Agnico Eagle provided an in-pit deposition
assessnent and held a workshop with interested parties
to further discuss the assessnent in February. At the
wor kshop, Agnico Eagle clarified that in addition to
the assessnent provided, future studies specific to the
m ne plan would be submtted for review through the
wat er |icence process before any in-pit deposition of
tailings or waste rock. Environnment and Cimate Change
Canada agrees that the remaining concerns can be
mtigated by proposed neasures which can be addressed
t hrough the water |icence process.

Environnent and d i nmate Change Canada al so
recommended that additional water -- groundwater
noni toring be done to support assessing inpacts
associated with in-pit disposal of mne wastes. Agnico
Eagl e provided an in-pit deposition assessnent
i ncl udi ng di scussi on of groundwater and held a workshop
with interested parties to further discuss the
assessnent. As previously nentioned, future studies
will be submtted for review through the water |icence
process before any in-pit deposition of tailings or
waste rock, and this wll include a pit-specific study
of interactions between stored water and groundwater.

Environnent and d i mate Change Canada, agai n,
agrees that the remaining concerns can be mtigated by

proposed neasures whi ch can be addressed through the
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wat er |icence process. The final closure confirmation
of Lake B7 or Saline Pond B7 did not appear to bl ock
access by aquatic life. Environnment and C i mate Change
Canada requested clarification around the configuration
of B7, its expected water quality, and mitigation
nmeasures. Agnico Eagle indicated that they w |
nonitor water quality predictions at Saline Pond B7
during operations and closure until water quality neets
di scharge criteria. Agnico Eagle will also assess
different closure and mtigation neasures for Saline
Pond B7 as part of the final closure and reclamation
pl an based on nonitoring data. These options may
i nclude barriers to prevent fish access. Environnent
and Cimate Change Canada was satisfied with this
clarification.

Thi s concludes ny presentation. Once again, thank
you to everyone for your attention, and thank you to
t he Nunavut | npact Review Board for the opportunity to
contri bute.
THE CHAl R Thank you for your
presentation. Next on the list we have Fisheries and
Oceans Canada.

Nl RB | egal counsel.
Procedural Matters by Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board Legal
Counsel

M5. MEADOWG: Thank you, Madam Chair
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Teresa Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut | npact
Revi ew Boar d.
So, Madam Chair, if | can get the witnesses to

state and spell your nanme for the record, please.

VMR. AUDET- LECOUFFE: Jose Audet -Lecouffe, J-OS-E

A-UDETL-EGCOUFFE

MR. HARPER: Paul Harper, P-A-UL

H A-R- P-E-R

PAUL HARPER, JOSE AUDET- LECOUFFE, Affirmed

M5. NMEADOWS: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Teresa Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut | npact
Revi ew Boar d.

Madam Chair, | have presentation -- hard copy
presentation materials in nultiple | anguages that |
propose to file as the next exhibits in this public
heari ng.

EXH BIT 21 - Hard Copy Power Poi nt

Presentation, “Meliadine Mne Extension

Proj ect Reconsideration” (English/Inuktitut)

EXH BIT 22 - Hard Copy Power Poi nt

Presentation, “Meliadine Mne Extension

Proj ect Reconsideration” (English/French)

EXH BIT 23 - Hard Copy Power Poi nt

Presentation, “Mliadine Mne Extension

Proj ect Reconsideration” (English/ Sayi si

Syl | abi cs)
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EXH BIT 24 - Hard Copy Power Poi nt

Presentation, “Meliadine Mne Extension

Proj ect Reconsideration” (Dene Roman

Ot hogr aphy)

V5. MEADOWS: And with that, | conclude ny
procedural natters.

Presentation by Fisheries and Oceans Canada (Meli adi ne
M ne Extension Project Reconsideration)

THE CHAI R Fi sheries and Oceans Canada,
Jose Audet - Lecouffe.

MR. AUDET- LECOUFFE: Thank you, Madam Chair. Jose
Audet - Lecouffe, Fisheries and OCceans Canada.

So, good evening, everyone around this table.
Thank you for being here. M nane is
Jose Audet-Lecouffe, and | am acconpani ed by
Paul Harper, and we are the | ead biologists fromthe
fish and fish habitat protection programw th Fisheries
and Cceans, and we are also here to rem nd you that
there's not just caribous there but fish al so.

As -- as guided by the Fisheries Act applicable
policies, regulations, and other |egislation, Fisheries
and Cceans applies a risk nmanagenent approach to
prevent and mtigate inpacts on all fish and fish
habi tat, and that includes mari ne manmal s from human
activity.

Wth our review of this project, we have
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13 technical comments. Those comments relate to the
scope of this reconsideration, the changes to the
project since 2014, m ssing baseline information on
fish habitat, also mssing informati on on downstream
I npacts, road crossing design, fish and fish habitat
annual reporting, aquatic invasive species, and
underwat er noi se from shi pping activities.

Techni cal Comment Nunber 1 relates to the scope of
this reconsideration. This project was not revi ewed
under the new Fisheries Act, which provides stronger
protection for all fish and fish habitat. Fisheries
and Cceans recommended a broader scope be applied to
this process to include all conponents that have not
yet been constructed. Fisheries and Oceans has worked
closely with the proponent, and the information
requested was provided. Wth this information, we
consi der this comment resol ved.

Techni cal Comment Nunber 2 relates to baseline
assessnment. Information on fish community and fish
habi tat was m ssing fromthe original inpact statenent.
This included informati on on channel between the water
bodi es, overw ntering habitat for fish, and seasonally
fl ooded habitat. Agnico provided nore information on
fish communities, have -- they have reviewed their
baseline informati on and commtted to collect the

i nformati on needed, and we consider this technical
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coment resolved for -- for the purpose of this
reconsi derati on.

Techni cal Comment Nunber 3 relates to hydrol ogy.
The operations at the mine to date and -- and the
proposed work changed the direction and vol une of flows
on the site. Although many of those changes nay appear
smal |, altogether they can have an inpact on fish and
fish habitat, especially when changes to seasonal
habitat result inlimts to mgration, fish stranding,
or limts to the use of that habitat.

After nore information was provided, Fisheries and
Cceans has determ ned that changes to water |evel and
floww |l remain |ocal and low risk to char mgration
up and down the Diane River and Meliadine River. W
consider this comment resolved for the purpose of this
reconsi derati on.

Technical Comment 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8 all relate to
fish habitat. The proposed change to Watersheds A B
J, I, CH W and X lead to inpact on water quantity.
This contributes to change the water |l evels at the
outl et of those watersheds, changes to the discharge,
including timng and duration of flows, and result in
changes to incomng and out-mgration of fish. W
expect those inpact to be local, and with the
successful application of mtigation neasures to

mai ntain flow, we have determned it's |ow risk.
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Mtigation neasures should especially be inplenented
for Watershed A and B. W wll work with the
proponents during the water |icence anendnent, but for
now we consider this technical coment resolved.

Techni cal Comment Nunber 9 relates to borrow pits.
I nformati on was m ssing on potential effects of borrow
pits on water balances and inpacts to fish and fish
habitat. Then nore information was provi ded, and we
consider this technical comment resol ved.

Techni cal Comment Nunber 10 relates to road
| ocation and construction. Although nore informtion
on fish communities inpacted by the roads is required,
Fi sheries and Cceans will work with the proponent
during the water |icence anendnent and the Fisheries
Act regulatory process to ensure that the road wll
have m ni mal inpact on fish and fish novenent. Wth
this, we consider this technical coment resol ved.

Now, Technical Comment Nunber 11 relate to fish
and fish habitat annual reporting. The Meliadi ne
proj ect does not include a docunent specific to fish
and fish habitat, and we recomend adding the foll ow ng
to the annual reporting: report on death of fish,
report on harnful alteration, disruption, and
destruction of fish habitat, report on fish passage
I ssues, fish-out activities, the neasures inplenented,

and offsetting activities.
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Techni cal Comment Nunber 12 relates to aquatic
I nvasi ve species nonitoring. The current nonitoring
pl ans do not include a nonitoring programfor aquatic
i nvasi ve speci es, although evidence show that a risk of
I ntroduction of aquatic invasive species |ike barnacles
or algae that stick on hull of shipping vessel exists.
The risk exists even if vessels stay in Canadi an
waters. We understand that Agnico Eagle has mitigation
nmeasures in place, but we do not know if those neasures
have been effective. Fisheries and Cceans recomend
t hat Agnico include an aquatic invasive species
noni tori ng program around zones of higher risk and this
be added to the shippi ng managenent pl an.

Techni cal Conmment Nunber 13 relates to underwater
noi se from shi ppi ng. Underwater noise from shi pping
can inpact marine mammal s by reducing their ability to
travel, communicate, and find food. Although Agnico
shi ppi ng operation has inpl enmented neasures to avoid
certain areas, marine manmals mgrate |ong distances,
and their distribution is broad, and we have currently
no i nformati on on noi se generated by shipping vessels
used by Agnico. Fisheries and Cceans recomrend t hat
Agni co noni tor and nodel their noise footprint from
shi pping activities, and this should be added to the
shi ppi ng nmanagenent pl an.

I n conclusion, Fisheries and Oceans consi ders that
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nost informati on was provided for the purpose of this
reconsideration. W wll continue to work with the
proponent through the water |icence and Fi sheries Act
regul atory process to collect nore information as
needed; however, Fisheries and Cceans has identified
nmeasures that should be inplenented by Agni co, neasures
to avoid inpacts to fish habitat by maintaining
suitabl e water level in Watershed A and B. Witershed A
Is a known spawni ng habitat for grayling, and

Watershed Bis likely to constitute arctic char

habi t at .

Al so, Fisheries and Cceans considers that the
current designs for water crossings are likely to
create a barrier to fish habitat -- fish passage. And
we will work with the proponent to ensure fish passage
is maintained on all -- all new roads.

Finally, Fisheries and Cceans recomrends addi ng or
varying terns and conditions to include nonitoring for
aquati c invasive species and underwater noise from
shipping as well as adding fish and fish habitat
nonitoring and reporting provisions. Those inpacts
fromshi pping were not identified in 2014. Fisheries
and Cceans believes these concerns should be di scussed
with you around this table as your community m ght be
I npacted. We want to provide an opportunity for

everyone to ask questions and discuss. W believe that
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these issues need to be part of this reconsideration
included in the ternms and conditions as they are for
ot her mning operations. Thank you. WMatna. Mhsi
Cho. Merci.
THE CHAI R Thank you for your
presentation. Before we nove on to the next
presentation, we're going to take a 15-m nute break.
( ADJ OURNMVENT)
THE CHAI R Wl cone back, everyone.
Continuing with presentations fromthe Governnent of
Canada. Next we have Health Canada. N RB |ega
counsel .
Procedural Matters By Nunavut |npact Review Board Legal
Counsel
M5. MEADOWG: Thank you, Madam Chair
Teresa Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut | npact
Revi ew Boar d.

So if I can get the witnesses to state and spell
your nanme for the record, please.
M5. ANDERSON: Julie Anderson, J-UL-I-E
A-NDERSON

MR, KAUSHANSKY: Joel Kaushansky, J-O E-L
K-A-U S HA NS K-Y.

M5. W LSON: Wendy Wlson, WE-ND Y
WI-L-S-ON.

M5. MEADOWG: Thank you.
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JULI E ANDERSON, JOEL KAUSHANSKY, AND WENDY W LSON,
Affirmed
M5. NMEADOWS: Thank you.

Teresa Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut
| npact Revi ew Board.

Madam Chair, | have presentation nmaterials from
Health Canada in multiple | anguages, and I will be
filing those as the next exhibits in this public
heari ng, and, Madam Chair, those are ny procedura
matters.

EXH BIT 25 - Hard Copy Power Poi nt

Presentation, “Mliadi ne Mne Extension

Project Health Canada's Final Hearing

Presentation” (English/Inuktitut)

EXH BIT 26 - Hard Copy Power Poi nt

Presentation, “Meliadine Mne Extension

Project Health Canada's Final Hearing

Presentation” (English/French)

EXH BIT 27 - Hard Copy Power Poi nt

Presentation, “Mliadine Mne Extension

Project Health Canada's Final Hearing

Presentati on” (English/Dene)

THE CHAI R Heal t h Canada, Julie Anderson.
Presentation by Health Canada (Meliadine M ne Extension
Proj ect Health Canada's Final Hearing Presentation)

M5. ANDERSON: Thank you, Madam Chair. Julie
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Ander son, Heal th Canada.

Good eveni ng, everyone, Madam Chair, nenbers of
the Board, Elders, and all other final hearing
partici pants.

On behal f of Health Canada, thank you for the
opportunity to take part in this hearing. M nane is
Julie Anderson, and I'man inpact health specialist for
Heal th Canada. | wll be presenting information on
Heal th Canada's review of the Meliadi ne M ne extension
proj ect .

| am joined today by two Heal th Canada col |l eagues:
Joel Kaushansky, inpact assessnent specialist, and
Wendy W1 son, senior environnental health advisor.

In this presentation, | wll provide a sumary of
Heal th Canada's mandate in the environnental assessnent
process, a brief description of the scope and
limtations of our review, and, finally, the
reconmendati ons that Health Canada shared with the
Nunavut | npact Review Board in our final witten
subm ssi on.

Heal th Canada is responsible for hel ping people in
Canada maintain and i nprove their health. During
envi ronnmental assessnents, Health Canada provi des
i nformati on and knowl edge to the Nunavut | npact Revi ew
Board about the potential inpacts of a project on human

heal th and al so nakes recomendati ons to reduce
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uncertainty in the assessnent.

In general, Health Canada provi des comments on
whet her the concl usi ons about potential hunman health
effects are accurate, scientifically valid and
conpl ete, and whether the proposed mtigation and
noni toring prograns to reduce potential risks to human
heal th are appropri ate.

Heal th Canada revi ewed sections of the 2022
addendum to the final environnental inpact statenent
rel evant to our mandate as well as the proponent's
responses to Health Canada's conmments and questi ons
submtted during the review process.

Heal t h Canada consi dered potential risks to hunman
health in the following areas: air quality, noise,
wat er quality, human health risk assessnment, and
country foods.

In its assessnment of the project, Health Canada
consi dered comrents fromthe Governnent of Nunavut,
communi ty nmenbers, and other intervenors to informthe
departnent's review. Mre details are provided in our
final witten subm ssion and summari zed in the
foll owi ng slides.

Health Canada's review of this project was |limted
by the following factors: First, Health Canada does
not review or confirmnodelling, and we assune that the

nodel ling results are correct.
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Second, Health Canada is not a deci sion-maker or
regul ator of this project. The departnent does not
I ssue any licences, permts, or authorizations for this
proj ect .

Finally, Health Canada does not offer comments on
occupational health or on the soci oeconom c inpacts of
this project.

Heal th Canada subm tted both questions and
comments to the proponent. |In general, Health Canada
want ed to understand how exi sting m ne operations were
accounted for in the assessnent and how nonitoring data
had been used to validate the conclusions of the
original environnental inpact statenment upon which the
2022 addendumrel i ed.

Addi tional rationale and information were al so
requested to support Health Canada' s understandi ng of
the nethods and data used to assess potential hunman
health risks of the project. Through information
requests, comment responses, and comm tnents made by
t he proponent, Health Canada recei ved additiona
rationale for the assunptions and cal cul ati ons made in
the human health risk assessnent, additional details
regarding future nonitoring plans, and confirmation
that noise nonitoring and conpl ai nt resol ution protocol
woul d remain in pl ace.

It is inportant to note that Health Canada's
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comments regardi ng the assessnent of potential inpacts
of the airstrip were not considered further after the
proponent renoved the airstrip fromthe project scope
i n Decenber 2022.

In the follow ng slides, Health Canada wil |
present its recomendations that were provided to the
Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board. For nore informtion,
pl ease refer to Health Canada's final witten
subm ssion, which is available on the Board' s registry.

First, I wll speak to Health Canada's
recomendations with respect to air quality.

Exposure to air pollution can result in human
heal th i npacts at any | evel of exposure. Poor air
quality has been linked to heart and | ung probl ens,
hospitalizations, and even premature death. A
qualitative discussion of existing air quality was used
to support conclusions of the project air quality
assessnment. This evidence was determ ned to be
insufficient for Health Canada to conplete its
assessnent, and we requested sunmmari zed and tabul ated
air quality data from 2014 to the present.

Heal t h Canada conpared air contam nant |evels
before the project extension to predicted future air
quality conditions that would exist with the project
ext ensi on and exam ned how human health may be

af f ect ed.
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Both the proponent and Heal th Canada noted t hat
m ssing data for certain air contamnants limted the
ability to identify trends over tine or nake
conpari sons to the 2014 environnental inpact statenent
air quality predictions.

Based on its review, Health Canada recommends to
t he Nunavut | npact Review Board that the proponent
continue to nonitor air quality contam nants including,
but not limted to, fine particulate matter, sulfur
di oxi de, nitrogen di oxide, cadmum and iron for al
phases of the project; continue to inplenent all
econom cally and technically feasible mtigation
measures to limt the em ssions of non-threshold
contam nants, neaning those contam nants for which
health effects can occur at any |level of exposure; and
conpare neasured air quality contam nants to their
respective Canadi an anbient air quality standards in
effect at the tinme of nonitoring; and devel op
Strategies to avoid data | oss or m ssing sanples in
future air quality nonitoring reports.

For reference, the Canadian anbient air quality
standards are health and environnent-based air quality
gui del i nes that can be used by federal, provincial, and
territorial governnents to continually inprove outdoor
air quality.

Heal t h Canada acknow edges Agni co Eagle's response
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toits final witten subm ssion and considers these
reconmendati ons have been addressed with the conti nued
nmoni toring and annual reporting of air quality

contam nants per the air quality nonitoring plan.

| will now speak to Health Canada's
reconmmendati ons with respect to noi se.

Noi se can cause potential human health effects,
for exanple, negatively inpacting an ability -- an
I ndividual's ability to sl eep, concentrate,
comuni cate, and enj oy peace and qui et.

As part of this environnmental assessnent, Health
Canada revi ewed the noi se assessnent for scientific
validity and potential risk to human health from
project-related changes in environnental noise. |t was
noted that noise levels predicted at several |ocations
wer e approaching |evels that could potentially inpact
sensitive humans.

Based on its review, Health Canada recommends to
t he Nunavut | npact Review Board that the proponent
continue to nonitor noise |levels over the course of the
mne life as described in the Conmtnent 30 technical
menor andum and maintain its public conplaint nmechani sm
along with additional nonitoring and/or mtigation
activities in the event of public conplaints.

Heal t h Canada acknowl edges Agni co Eagl e's response

to the final witten subm ssion and consi ders these
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recommendat i ons have been addressed with their
comm tment to continue to adhere to the noi se abat enent
and nonitoring plan.

Finally, I will now speak to Health Canada's
recommendati ons put forward with respect to the human
health risk assessnent, water quality, and country
f oods.

A human health risk assessnent is a tool used to
predi ct potential risks to human health from changes to
the environnment as a result of project activities. For
this project assessnent, Health Canada reviewed the
human health ri sk assessnent and ot her docunents
provi ded by the proponent for scientific validity and
potential risk to human health. Health Canada al so
consi dered comments by ot her groups.

The departnent conpared current exposure to
contam nants in country foods, water, soil, and air
before the project extension to predicted future
exposure with the project extension and exam ned how
human health may be affected. Health Canada al so
requested additional information on how the hunman
health risk assessnent was conpleted and its
concl usi ons.

Arsenic is a naturally occurring elenent in soil
and mnerals. It can be transported fromthe soil into

air and water and onto vegetation through wind -bl own
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dust. Health Canada identified uncertainty related to
t he assessnent of potential exposure to arsenic in
soil, water, and country foods as soil nonitoring data
from 2017 and 2019 were not used as part of the risk
assessment .

To help resolve its questions, Health Canada net
wi th the proponent and the Governnent of Nunavut and
recei ved additional technical information fromthe
proponent .

To address the remaining uncertainty regarding
arsenic wthin the human health risk assessnent, Health
Canada recommends to the Nunavut |npact Revi ew Board
that they consider requiring the proponent to continue
to nonitor arsenic in soils and other rel evant
envi ronnmental nedia, such as surface water, during al
proj ect phases and provide details on how the results
of the nmonitoring programw || inform adaptive
managenent neasures in all phases of the project.

| f concentrations of arsenic are shown to be
I ncreasi ng over tinme, update the human health risk
assessnment with the nost recent arsenic-nonitoring
data, extend the nonitoring programto include rel evant
country foods harvested by potentially affected
communities, and inplenent any necessary additi onal
mtigation or adaptive nmanagenent activities.

Heal t h Canada acknow edges Agni co Eagle's response
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toits final witten subm ssion and considers these
reconmendati ons to have been addressed with their
commtnment to evaluate the results fromthe nonitoring
prograns followi ng the evaluation criteria identified
in the individual plans.

If triggers are reached, they wll consider
updating the human health risk assessnent used in the
Mel i adi ne extension, extending the nonitoring program
and evaluating alternative mtigation.

Thi s concl udes Heal th Canada' s presentation.
Thank you for your tinme.

THE CHAI R Thank you for your
presentation.

Next on the list we have Natural Resources Canada.
NI RB | egal counsel.
Procedural Matters By Nunavut |npact Review Board Legal
Counsel
M5. MEADOWS: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Teresa Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut | npact
Revi ew Boar d.

If I can have the witness state and spell your

name for the record, please.

MR.  UNGER: My nanme is Peter Unger.
That's P-E-T-EEFR UNG E-R
V5. NMEADOWS: Thank you, M. Unger.

PETER UNGER, Affirnmed
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MS. MEADOWS: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Teresa Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut | npact
Revi ew Boar d.

Madam Chair, | have a hard copy of the
presentation nmaterials to be presented by Natural
Resources Canada in English and Inuktitut, and | w ]l
file this hard copy as the next exhibit in this public
heari ng, and those are ny procedural matters.

EXH BIT 28 - Hard Copy Power Poi nt

Presentation “For the Reconsideration Process

of Agnico Eagle Mnes Limted s “Meliadine

Ext ensi on” Proj ect Proposal”

(English/Inuktitut).

EXH BIT 29 - Hard Copy Power Poi nt

Presentation “For the Reconsi derati on Process

of Agnico Eagle Mnes Limted s “Meliadine

Ext ensi on” Project Proposal” (English/Dene)

THE CHAI R: Nat ural Resources Canada,

Pet er Unger.

Presentation by Natural Resources Canada (For the
Reconsi derati on Process of Agnico Eagle Mnes Limted's
“Mel i adi ne Extension” Project Proposal)

MR.  UNGER: Hel | o, everyone. M nane is
Peter Unger. |I'mwth the inpact assessnent division
at Natural Resources Canada. This is an outline of ny

presentation today. Ch, there's just a little lag. |
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wi Il discuss our departnent's nmandate, our scope of
review, the relevant Acts, our technical review
comments, and our recommendations for the N RB and
Agni co Eagl e.

Nat ural Resources Canada is conmtted to inproving
the quality of |life of Canadi ans by ensuring the
country's abundant natural resources are devel oped
sust ai nably, conpetitively, and inclusively.

Nat ural Resources Canada is a western
sci ence- based departnment with half of its enpl oyees
bei ng scientists, engineers, or technicians.

Nat ural Resources Canada adm ni sters the
application of the Explosives Act. This is what nakes
us a regulatory authority under the Nunavut Project
Pl anni ng and Assessnent Act. Explosives |licencing by
Nat ural Resources Canada is |imted to the storage or
manuf act ure of expl osives. Natural Resources Canada
does not nonitor or authorize their use.

Nat ural Resources Canada's review focused on
groundwat er quantity and flows, permafrost, and m ne
wast e managenent. |'mgoing to start with groundwater.

G oundwat er nodel s are used to predict how m ne
wor ki ngs and infrastructure nay change groundwat er
novenent and how this, in turn, may inpact surface
wat er .

Nat ur al Resources Canada had a total of six
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specific issues in our final subm ssion relating to
groundwater. Five of these resulted in a
recommendati on. These concerned the conpl exity of
vertical groundwater flow through taliks and their
nonitoring, the assessnent of tailings and waste rock
di sposal in exhausted pits, assessnent of closure and
post - cl osure phases, effect of saline water storage,
groundwat er flow near the Di scovery underground m ne,
and the inclusion of grouting in groundwater nodel and
inflow estimates. |'mgoing to talk about these in
terms of our technical review comments starting with
t he second one.

I n our second technical review comment, Natural
Resour ces Canada recommended specific groundwater
nodel | i ng assessnents al ong fl ow paths from exhaust ed
pits proposed for tailings and waste rock storage to
downfl owreceiving surface waters. |In other words, we
asked the proponent to | ook at the possibility that
there could be a connection fromthe pits to other
wat er bodi es.

Agni co used an updated 3D groundwater nodel to
provi de updated pre-feasibility |level predictions of
seepage quantities and seepage mgration pathways from
each of the open pits to be considered for in-pit
tailings or waste rock deposition.

Qur department concludes that Agnico's updated 3D
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hydr ogeol ogi cal nodelling results provide the
groundwat er fl ow path delineations and travel tines
requested and that Agnico has fulfilled our key
reconmendat i on.

As noted by the proponent, these groundwater
anal yses are pre-feasibility level predictions, and
these shoul d be further evaluated as part of the Type A
wat er |icence anendnent with the Nunavut \Water Board.

In our third technical review comment, Natural
Resour ces Canada recommended that groundwater nodelling
shoul d be used to provide results of the predicted
post -cl osure groundwater flow system Agnico expected
any changes to the regional groundwater flow to be
negligi ble and stated that the hydrogeol ogy nodel | i ng
wi |l be updated for closure and post-cl osure phases as
part of the Type A water |icence anendnent with the
Nunavut Water Board.

Di scussions with the proponent resulted in
addi ti onal groundwater nodelling wth an updated 3D
hydr ogeol ogy nodel for post-closure conditions and for
in-pit deposition for post-closure conditions.

Nat ural Resources Canada concl udes that the
proponent's updated nodelling results provide the
requested information for post-closure conditions, and
our recommendation was fulfilled. Again, as noted by

the proponent, the nodelling will be updated and shoul d
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be further evaluated as part of the Type A water
i cence anmendnent with the Nunavut WAter Board.

For our fourth comment, Natural Resources pointed
out that groundwater nodelling does not take
groundwat er density into consideration correctly. The
proponent feels this should be further evaluated as
part of the Type A water |license anendnent with the
Nunavut Water Board.

W agree wth this statenent and recomend t hat
this issue be considered as part of the water |icence
amendnment with the Nunavut Water Board as indicated in
Agni co's response. It is not clear at this tine if the
hydr ogeol ogy nodel woul d need to consi der
densi ty-dependent flow or if calculations of saline
infiltration fromsaline ponds and its effect on
vertical gradients and flow would be sufficient.

For our fifth technical review conment, we pointed
out that the baseline groundwater flow directions near
the Discovery mne were not clearly delineated in the
original FEI'S addendum Natural Resources Canada
suggest ed groundwater may flow towards and could
di scharge into Lake UNO1l. Updated groundwater
nodel i ng for post-closure conditions confirns that
seepage from Di scovery woul d di scharge to UNO1, CH1
CH5, UN3, and Meli adi ne Lake.

Nat ur al Resources Canada is satisfied that
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groundwat er flow directions have been deli neated near
the Discovery site and that the proponent has

recogni zed that groundwater flow fromthe area could

di scharge to several different |akes including UNOL.

Nat ural Resources Canada is satisfied with the

i nformati on provided and recomends that delineated
groundwat er fl ow paths and | ake receptors be consi dered
when eval uati ng waste rock storage in the D scovery pit
as part of the Type A water |icence anendnent with the
Nunavut Water Board.

Finally, at |east for groundwater, for our sixth
techni cal review comrent, Natural Resources Canada was
concerned that there could be an increasing potenti al
for excessive groundwater inflow since previous nodel
estimates did not include grouting. The proponent
responded that they had al ready considered the
sensitivity of grouting effectiveness and that reducing
the effectiveness of grouting by increasing its
hydraul i ¢ conductivity by a factor of three only
results in an 8 percent increase in predicted inflows
for the year 2027. Natural Resources Canada has no
further comments related to grouting effects on saline
groundwat er nmanagenent.

So the next area that we provided review in was
permafrost. Knowl edge of permafrost is inportant to

mnimze the inpacts of the project on the environnment
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and the inpacts of the environnent on the project. W
had a total of four specific issues considered in our
final subm ssion, and these related primarily to
thermal nodelling and the ground thermal reginme in the
project area. Mich as with groundwater, I'mgoing to
tal k about these in terns of our technical review
commrent s.

In our seventh technical review coment, Natural
Resources indicated that thermal nodelling can be
utilized to determne if frozen conditions will persist
over the long termunder a changing climate. It is
I nportant to consider the potential range of climate
conditions that may occur to informdesign of mne
waste facilities, for exanple, design of the cover of
the tailing storage facility --

THE CHAI R I f you can sl ow down for the
interpreter. Go ahead.

MR, UNGER -- to ensure that thawed
conditions are limted to the active layer within the
cover material.

In general, we are in agreenment with the
proponent's approach wth respect to thernmal nodelling
and design of the m ne waste managenent facilities.

Nat ural Resources Canada recogni zes that the thernal
and stability analysis for the tailings storage

facility and the waste rock storage facility will be
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updat ed as design is advanced and addi ti onal data
becones available. W do note, though, that although
the proponent refers to various clinmate change
scenari os being used in their docunentation of thermal
nodel I ing, only one emi ssion scenari o has been
utilized, Representative Concentration Pathway 4.5, or
RCP 4.5. | was trying not to use acronyns. This
scenario is the nore noderate of the range of em ssion
scenari os.

Nat ural Resources Canada's recommendati ons
regardi ng updates to thermal and stability analysis for
m ne waste nmanagenent facilities and to informthe
finalization of closure plans are as follows: Consider
I ncorporation of the nost recent information avail able
with respect to climate change scenari os and consi der
i nclusion of a range of climate scenarios in analysis
supporting advanced design and finalization of closure
pl ans. However, our departnent is satisfied with the
i nformation provided at this stage.

This map is nore to give you sonething to | ook at
but also indicates that the Meliadine Mne is in a
conti nuous permafrost zone.

In our eighth technical review coment, we
i ndicated that information on the extent of pernafrost
Is required to informgroundwater nodels and to

det erm ne whet her the proposed underground mnes w ||
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be partially within unfrozen ground. This is inportant
for determ ning mne water inflow and water managenent
requi renents.

Agni co Eagl e have indicated that the data utilized
in the analysis to date is sufficient for the
envi ronnmental assessnent stage. Incorporation of new
data, including that collected in the vicinity of the
Di scovery deposit into their analysis of permafrost
conditions and rel ated groundwater nodelling, wll be
further considered in the water |icencing phase.

Nat ural Resources Canada is generally supportive
of the approach utilized by the proponent to determ ne
the extent of permafrost in the project area.

Nat ural Resources Canada al so recogni zes that as
desi gn advances, additional site-specific data will be
collected to inform design and devel opnent of water
managenment pl ans.

The new boreholes drilled in 2020 in the vicinity
of the Discovery deposit can provide essential data to
I nprove knowl edge of the permafrost extent and,
therefore, the portion of the Discovery mne that wll
extend into unfrozen ground.

Nat ural Resources Canada recomends to include
this data to update thermal and groundwater nodels to
I nform assessnents of mne water inflows in saline

wat er managenent plans. As part of Conmtnent 4,
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Agni co Eagle commtted to eval uate nodel s using
suitabl e data that have been acquired from new

therm stor cables installed in the vicinity of the

Di scovery deposit during the Type A water |icence
amendnent. Natural Resources Canada agrees with this
appr oach.

In our ninth technical review coment, Natural
Resour ces Canada recommend that nore detail ed anal ysis
be conducted as part of the water |licencing stage to
determ ne the extent of permafrost degradation, inpacts
related to mne safety associated with pit wall and
underground mne stability, and assess inpacts on
groundwat er fl ow pathways. This would help inform
deci sions regardi ng water |evels and storage periods
when storing water in pits and finalization of water
managenent plans to ensure inpacts on mne safety and
groundwat er flow are m ni m zed.

Agni co Eagl e provided a technical nenorandum t hat
summari zes the thermal nodelling that was conduct ed.
Nat ural Resources Canada agrees that the proponent has
provided sufficient information for this stage of the
desi gn and assessnent process to inform decisions
regardi ng the operation of tenporary water storage
ponds in pits and the underground m ne's design.

Finally, at |least for permafrost, in response to

our 10th and 11th technical review comments, the
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proponent provided additional docunentation in response
to technical review comments and reconmendati ons
regarding the in-pit mne waste di sposal plans. Mich
of the proponent's assessnment appeared to be based on
their experience with Meadowbank, and not as nuch
anal ysis specific to the Meliadi ne extensi on was
provided in the FEI'S addendum

Docunent ati on by Agnico Eagle provided results, a
thermal nodelling analysis for various deposition
scenari os such as warmor cold tailings or wet versus
dry covers. In order to determne if an open talik
woul d devel op beneath the pits and the tinme scale for
this to occur, the results of the anal ysis were
utilized to rank the six pits with respect to their
suitability for in-pit tailings disposal. The
concl usion reached is that permafrost is best preserved
with cold tailings deposition and a dry cover for pits
that are initially in permafrost. If a water cover is
requi red, then deposition of cold tailings will slow
the rate of thaw, but an open talik will still form

Nat ural Resources Canada agrees with this
conclusion. Natural Resources Canada notes
uncertainties and l[imtations for the thernmal anal ysis
have been described. This includes |imtations of
avai |l abl e subsurface data and uncertainties regarding

spaci al variations in porewater salinity and initial
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subsurface tenperature conditions.

Nat ural Resources Canada al so notes that an
additional limtation to nodelling is that there is no
consideration of the effect clinmate warning [sic] would
have on both ground and water tenperatures and talik
formation, especially given the tine periods considered
in the anal ysis.

Nat ural Resources Canada agrees that the thernal
anal ysis conducted is appropriate for this stage of
process and design. W offer the follow ng
recommendati ons for the proponent's consideration as
desi gn, operational, and closure plans advance to
informfinal design and plans for in-pit disposal:
Refine thermal nodelling as design progresses to
address limtations and uncertainties as outlined in
Section 3.7 of the Ardent & Lorax technical neno
regardi ng operation details such as tailings
tenperature and deposition scenarios and subsurface
condi tions through inclusion of any new information
acquired regarding, for exanple, porewater salinity,
ground tenperatures, and thermal properties.

Al so, we recomend to include clinmte change in
the thermal nodelling as design progresses to refine
assessnents regarding the potential and timng of open
talik formation.

So the last subject | will talk about is mne
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wast e nmanagenent .

From a m ne waste nmanagenent and the contai nnent
of acid rock drai nage and netal |eaching perspective,
our departnment manages the m ne environnent neutral
dr ai nage program also known as the "MEND progrant,
which is a pan-Canadian initiative involving experts in
m ne waste managenent. The objective of this program
Is to provide reviews and gui dance on topics of
I nportance in mne waste nanagenent.

So this is a picture showi ng an incredi bly basic
i dea of in-pit disposal. The MEND program has provided
two successive reviews of 12 case studies of in-pit
di sposal practice of waste rock and tailings, one in
1995 and an update in 2015.

The reports highlight that in-pit disposal has
been, in general, very positive in denonstrating
| ong-termisol ati on demanded by conpani es, regul ators,
and the public. In-pit disposal is already being used
in many mnes, including uraniummlls in Saskatchewan.

In the event that the proponent proposes the
di sposal of mne waste in their nunerous exhaustive
open pits, we recommend that the proposal be reviewed
t hrough the appropriate regul atory process with input
fromthe public and that the proposal include the
follow ng steps: Characterization of acid rock

drai nage and netal |eaching of tailings and waste rock
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separately and/or in co-disposal, depending on the
proposal, under flooded conditions. This information
may not be avail able as wastes are currently nmanaged on
the surface. Use the waste characterization as input
to environnental dispersion nodels to determne if
in-pit disposal requires any additional mtigation
nmeasures such as an inpervious surround, for instance.

The proponent may provide a conpari son of
nodelling results with a scenario of surface nmanagenent
wi th an engi neered cover or other techniques. In doing
so, the nodelling should adequately account for erosion
of the cover, which over centuries in a changing
climate coul d be inportant.

Nat ural Resources Canada considers all of our
technical review comments resolved. As w th nost
m ning projects, further studies and analysis are
requi red to support detail ed design and construction,
but Natural Resources considers the information
provided in its areas of review sufficient for the
I npact assessnment stage. And that's it for ne. WMatna,
mahsi cho, marsi.
THE CHAI R Thank you for your
presentati on.

That concludes Day 4. As we're not quite finished
with the technical session agenda, tonorrow norning

we'll conplete the remaining intervenor presentations
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and start with questioning to the Governnent of Canada
depart nents.

Then tonorrow afternoon after the | unch break,
we'll rearrange the hall, and the community
representatives fromthe potentially affected
communities in the Kivalliqg -- fromthe Kivalliq,
Mani t oba, and Saskat chewan who have been sitting in the
audi ence will be joining us around the table to ask
questions, share their know edge, and provide their
comment s about the extension proposal during the
communi ty roundtabl e conponent of the public hearing.

We appreciate everyone's patience and flexibility
as we adjust the schedule to accommodate all of these
I nportant di scussions.

Thank you, everyone, for participating during this
very long day. |In particular | want to thank our
interpreters and our court reporters.

And just a rem nder, as you | eave tonight, please
remenber to turn off your headsets, put themon the
tabl e as you | eave, and cl ean up your seating area.
W' [l be neeting back here at 9 AMtonorrow starting

Day 5 of the public hearing.

PROCEEDI NGS ADJOURNED UNTIL 9 AM SEPTEMBER 16, 2023
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CERTI FI CATE OF TRANSCRI PT:

We, Sandra Burns and Derek Lopez, certify that the
f oregoi ng pages are a conplete and accurate transcri pt
of the proceedi ngs taken down by us in shorthand and
transcribed fromour shorthand notes to the best of our
skill and ability.

Dated at the City of Ednonton, Province of
Al berta, this 9th day of COctober 2023.
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Sandra Burns, CSR(A), RPR, CRR

Oficial Court Reporter
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