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( PROCEEDI NGS COVMENCED AT 9: 06 AM)

Openi ng Remar ks

THE CHAI R My nane is Kaviq Kalurag. |'m
t he chai rperson of the Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board, or
NIRB. On behalf of the Board, | would Iike to wel cone
you back to Day 5 of the NIRB's public hearing
associated with the NIRB' s assessnent of Agnico Eagle
Mnes Limted s Meliadi ne extension proposal, which is
a nodification of the existing Meliadine Gold M ne

proj ect .

Thank you to the community of Rankin Inlet for
hosting us during this public hearing. A quick
rem nder, please turn off your cell phones or put them
on "silent" before we begin. And just for the
awar eness of the participants, we've had sonme people
attending the neeting |lose fam |y nenbers, so during
the norning prayers, if you can please keep themin
your thoughts.

We're starting this norning with opening prayers
gi ven by both Leonie Mmalik and Napol eon Denechezhe.
Openi ng Prayer
THE CHAI R Thank you, Leonie and
Napol eon, for giving the norning prayer.

This nmorning we would also |ike to take a nonent
to acknow edge Rosh Hashanah. Jonat han Katz has

offered to share his experience with us and | ead us

Dicta Court Reporting Inc.
403-531-0590




664

© 00 N oo o B~ W DN P

N DN D N DD DNN P P PP PR, PRk
o o A W DN P O © 00 N o 0o AW DN O

t hrough a prayer.

MR, KATZ: Thank you to the Nunavut

| npact Review Board for giving nme the honour of doing
this opening prayer this norning. Today is Rosh
Hashanah, the start of the Jewi sh new year. 1In the
Jewi sh cal endar, today is the first day of the year
5784. On this day, mllions of Jew sh people around
the world go to synagogue and pray. It is atime for

I ntrospection and reflection and a tine to | ook forward
to what the next year hol ds.

For nme, this will the first day in pretty nmuch ny
life where | have not been in synagogue on this day,
and although I amnot with ny famly today, it brings
nme so nuch pleasure to be able to share this nonent
wi th everyone.

| have brought with ne today -- it's called a
"shofar". It's made out of a ramls horn, and on Rosh
Hashanah this is blown by the rabbi at the synagogue at
t he beginning of the service. The blow ng of the
shofar synbolizes a wake-up call to the Jew sh people
and people all around to begin repenting for the sins
of the past year. As between Rosh Hashanah and Yom
Kippur, it's a time when you throw away the sins.

So when | was younger and in school, we would
actually walk down to the river. W would take pieces

of bread, and we would rip themup, and we would throw
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themin the water, and that's what we would do to
synbol i ze throwi ng away our sins, and that's actually
called tashlich in Hebrew And so with that, |I'll just
do a brief opening prayer.

Openi ng Prayer

THE CHAI R Thank you, Jonathan, for
sharing and al so giving a prayer.

The Nunavut | npact Review Board is holding this
public hearing to hear evidence, ask questions, and
listen to cooments and concerns of registered
I ntervenors, conmunity representatives, and nenbers of
the public in order to assess the potential ecosystemc
and soci oeconom c effects of the changes to the
exi sting Meliadine Gold M ne project proposed by Agnico
Eagl e under the extension proposal.

This norning we w il be picking up where we |eft
of f yesterday from Agenda Item 10 with questioning from
the intervenors to the Governnent of Canada departnents
on their intervention followed by presentati ons and
questions fromthe remaining intervenors.

The Board greatly appreciates everyone's efforts
yesterday to help us catch up, and we appreciate
everyone's efforts today to be direct and concise with
their questions and answers. As | said last night, we
hope to conclude the presentations -- presentation

portion of the technical sessions and start the
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comunity roundtable this afternoon.

For those of you in the hall, we ask that you sign
in at the table as you enter the hall for each of the
sessi ons today, norning, afternoon, and evening. This
wi Il help the Board keep an accurate record of
att endance.

Al t hough the Board has designed this public
hearing to take place in person, the Board al so
provi ded an audi o-video link for this hearing so that
parties providing support to the representatives in the
room can view the proceedings renotely.

W wll do everything we can to ensure the renote
link remains stable; however, if the online link is
di srupted, the Board will continue with the in-person
pr oceedi ngs.

Si mul t aneous interpretation of the proceedings is
bei ng provided throughout the neetings from
interpreters here in Rankin Inlet. In the Zoom feed,
you can choose the | anguage feed you want to hear, but
when you go to speak, you may have to turn off the
interpretation feed to avoi d feedback.

For the people here in Rankin Inlet, receivers are
available at the sign-in table, and receivers are set
to: Channel 1 is the floor sound; Channel 2 is
English; Channel 3 Inuktitut; and Channel 4 is Dene.

Pl ease have patience as we shift between speakers, and,

Dicta Court Reporting Inc.
403-531-0590




667

© 00 N oo o B~ W DN P

N DN D N DD DNN P P PP PR, PRk
o o A W DN P O © 00 N o 0o AW DN O

for the sake of our interpreters and sound tech, please
wait until | call your nane before you speak.

If you're participating by Zoom when your nane is
call ed, please click on the "raise your hand" button at
the bottom of the screen, and this will help the techs
identify you nore quickly so that they can unnute your
line and turn on your canera.

I f you're having trouble hearing the proceedi ngs,
pl ease see our technical support, Ryan Denpster, from
Pido at the side of the room |If you're having issues
with the online feed, please email Em |y Koi de at
ekoi de@i r b. ca.

The Board rem nds everyone participating in this
roomthat no one is allowed to record or rebroadcast
the i mages, video, or audio of these proceedings in any
formw thout the express witten -- express consent of
t he Nunavut | npact Review Board. Failing to follow
these directions may result in sanctions by the Board,

I ncl udi ng suspendi ng access to the live feed or being
asked to | eave the hall

The NIRB is generating a transcript fromthese
proceedi ngs, which will be available follow ng the
hearing on the NIRB's public registry.

I f your organization has had new representatives
join the hearing today, please advise the Board's | egal

counsel, Teresa Meadows, so we can nmake sure to update
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our list.

As you may have noticed, these proceedi ngs are
open to the nedia and are being attended by nedia
representatives. To nenbers of the nedia attending the
neetings in person, we ask that you check in at the
front table and wear a press badge or simlar
i dentification throughout these proceedings so that it
Is clear to parties which nedia outlet you are
representing.

Medi a participating online should provide notice
to Ryan Barry, the Board's interimexecutive director,
at rbarry@irb.ca, and inquiries for information from
nmedi a representatives should al so be sent to Ryan.

The Board wel cones the nedia providing information
about these neetings to those who cannot attend;
however, the Board nenbers and our staff cannot take
guestions or provide interviews to the nedia or make
public coments regarding these neetings while we're
under way.

Before we turn to our agenda, | have a few quick
housekeepi ng matters. The washroons are | ocated
outside this roomin the | obby area. Exits are |ocated
t hrough the main doors to the | obby and on the side of
the roomat the front and back corners.

As you'll see fromthe agenda, today's session is

scheduled for 9 AMto 5 PMcentral tinme. There wll be
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a md-norning break, a |lunch break around noon centra
time, and a m d-afternoon break.

When you're leaving the hall for breaks or at the
end of the day, please turn the interpretation
receivers off and return themto the tables as you exit
the hall.

The Board appreci ates everyone continuing to
conply with the Board's directions for the public
hearing. |'mnot going to restate them but rem nd
everyone to be aware of our interpreters and court
reporters when you're speaking so that we can ensure
everyone is heard and under st ood.

Now we return to the technical session of the
public hearing. Questions fromintervenors to the
Governnent of Canada departnents regardi ng the
presentati ons given yesterday evening. Just so
everyone i s aware, questions can be directed to any of
t he Governnent of Canada depart nents.

First, Nunavut Tunngavi k | ncorporated, Gabri el
Ni rl ungayuk.

Nunavut Tunngavi k | ncor porated Questions Governnent of
Canada Departnents

MR. NI RLUNGAYUK: Good norning. (NO ENGLI SH
FEED) | ast night, so Bert Dean has a coupl e of

guesti ons.

THE CHAI R Bert Dean.
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MR. DEAN: Thank you, Madam Chair. Bert
Dean with Nunavut Tunngavi K.

Thank you, everyone, for your presentations | ast
night. |It's informative, and it's good to have you
here in person. | know especially right now it seens
it's a bit difficult for federal government enpl oyees
to get permssion to travel or to attend neetings, but
also the flexibility of NNRB to allow others to be
online. It's a bit of a balancing act.

The presentations are informative, and |I'm hopi ng
nostly nore community nenbers here will be able to
participate in the community roundtabl e because in the
Cl RNAC presentation -- and the first question is around
consultation, and all of the departnents nentioned
either inspectors or staff visiting the conmunity to do
nonitoring or workshops or different activities, and we
al so heard concerns fromthe community -- because this
mne -- this project is located so close to
Rankin Inlet, we hear daily if there's an issue or a
concern. It's right in people's backyard. People have
cabins or travel in the area.

So in the CIRNAC presentation, there was nention
about the water discharge. The Transport Canada we
heard about aeronautical assessnent forns being
required for a wwnd farmif it's going to be close to

an airport, and we heard about Environnent Canada
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I nspectors visiting the community. If you could just
el aborate when you do cone into a community, who you --
who you neet with and how that consultation occurs.
Thank you.

THE CHAI R Just to clarify, is that for
each Governnent of Canada departnent or just for one of
then? Bert Dean.

MR. DEAN: Thank you, Madam Chair.

Sorry. Yeah. For CIRNAC, for Environnment Canada,
and for Transport Canada were the three that cane to
m nd. Thank you.

THE CHAI R Cr own- | ndi genous Rel ati ons and
Northern Affairs Canada, Spencer Dewar.

MR DEWAR: Quj annam i k, Madam Chai r.
Spencer Dewar, Crown-Indi genous Rel ati ons and Northern
Affairs Canada. Thank you, Bert.

You nentioned that there may be sone restrictions
and it was harder to travel, but there's al ways noney
to travel to the communiti es.

Crown- | ndi genous Rel ati ons and Northern Affairs
Canada's mandate in the north is quite vast. The
Nunavut Agreenent is very holistic, and it covers nany
things of ordinary life. So the relationship isn't
just one thing. So there's -- there's al nost -- many
reasons to be in a community at any given tine, whether

that's specific program funding on behal f of Indi genous
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Servi ces Canada or whether it be what we're doing here
today, which is attending a Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board
pr ocess.

So if you look at it -- | guess I'lIl focus in on
sort of the resource nmanagenent side. So we're
either -- we're part of a Nunavut planning comm ssion
heari ng, whether we're part of a NNRB hearing, a
Nunavut Water Board hearing, we'll be here to present
as an intervenor.

Once each of the boards woul d nake a determ nation
and recommendation to the mnister -- and just say in
the case of an approval, you know, we'd have ot her
obligations to cone to do inspections in accordance
wi th the Nunavut Pl anning and Project Assessnent Act,

t he Nunavut Water and Surface Rights Tribunal Act, so
we' d have a presence there.

W' d al so conduct adm nistrative nonitoring for
projects in accordance with their annual reporting, so
sonetinmes that would bring us into a comunity as well.

When we do attend conmunities, we do try to neet
as many people as we can, so we would, at tinmes, talk
with the regional Inuit association, obviously the
Kivallig Inuit Association, neet with nenbers of the
city -- the ham et, and possibly the HTGCs.

These venues do bring a broad group together, so

we are neeting with individuals as we're here. The
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12- hour days mght stop us fromgoing to people's
offices, but it's certainly our intention to neet as
many people as possible. | hope that answers your
qguestion. Qujannam i K.

THE CHAI R Envi ronnment and d i mate Change
Canada, Victoria Shore.

MR. SHORE: Victoria Shore, Environnent
and i mate Change Canada.

So, as | nentioned in our presentation, the
Mel i adi ne project is captured under several pieces of
Environnent and Cimte Change Canada's | egi sl ation,
and so Environnent and C i mate Change Canada's
enforcenment branch conducts on-site inspections to
verify conpliance. The results of these inspections
and any nonconpliances are noted in Environnment and
Cimate Change Canada's comments on the Meliadi ne
annual nonitoring report for the Nunavut |npact Review
Boar d.

Envi ronnment and d i mate Change Canada uses an
enforcenent continuum So, of particular note,

I nspections, investigations, and conpliance pronotion
IS ongoing. Inspections are perfornmed on persons or
facilities that are reasonably believed to fall under
adm ni stration of the various Acts to ensure those
persons are conplying with the provisions of those

Act s.
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In ternms of who exactly inspectors neet with when
they're here, I'mnot entirely sure, as |I'm not
personally involved in those activities. | do know
that often our inspectors will teamup with
Crown- I ndi genous Rel ati ons and Northern Affairs Canada,
and so | would expect it would be nmany of the sane
peopl e.

The departnent al so does conpliance pronotion,
whi ch i ncludes conpliance pronotion outreach as well as
technical pronotion and audit pronotion. | hope that
answers your question. Thank you.

THE CHAI R Transport Canada, is Adam
Downi ng onl i ne?

M5. KI NG Roslyn King for Transport
Canada. Yeah. Adam Downing is on Zoom |[|f you want

to open up the line for him

THE CHAI R: Ckay.

M5. KI NG Thanks.

MR, DOWNI NG Hello. Can you hear ne?

THE CHAI R: Yes. (o ahead.

MR. DOMNI NG Thank you, Madam Chair. Adam

Downi ng wi th (1 NDI SCERNI BLE) .

So simlar to (I ND SCERNI BLE), we rely on
engagenents and foruns such as this to neet with
I ndividuals within the communities and the inpacted

groups. For this project and the aeronauti cal
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assessnent form-- that's sinply a formon which we
rely on the information fromthe proponent to provide
the lighting requirenents and ensure the safety of
aircraft. So there wouldn't necessarily be neetings
required for that. (1NDI SCERNIBLE) for any sort of

(1 NDI SCERNI BLE) approval, we would likely reach out to
the hunters and trappers organi zati ons and | ocal Inuit
associ ati ons and advi se them of any approval that

(1 NDI SCERNI BLE) i ssuing. Thank you.

THE CHAI R Can you just repeat the |ast
sentence you said. You're cutting out.

MR. DOMNNI NG My apol ogi es.

So for any CN -- or Canadi an Navi gable Waters Act
approval, we would reach out to the conmunity to notify
them the local Inuit association and the hunters and
trapper organi zations. Thank you.

THE CHAI R: Nunavut Tunngavi k

| ncor porated, Bert Dean.

MR. DEAN: Thank you, Madam Chair --

or -- sorry. Bert Dean with Nunavut Tunngavi k. Thank
you, Madam Chair, and thank you for your responses.

The next question sort of relates both to
Departnment of Fisheries and Oceans and Nat ur al
Resources Canada. You nade reference -- DFO, or
Departnment of Fisheries and Oceans, nade reference to

fish habitat in Watershed A, B, J, I, CH W and X, and
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maybe this is nore for the community roundtable, but if
we coul d maybe expand on that a bit, the significance
of those areas, and if there's a map that could show
that so maybe our conmunity nenbers -- there may be
nanmes in Inuktitut or for that area that they could
reference, because it's a bit hard to figure out where
those areas are and why you'd be nentioning themin
your presentation.

So if DFO and Transport Canada could just give a
response to that, but we could follow up with you at a
break or prior to the community roundtable to help the
comunity. Thank you.

THE CHAI R Just to clarify, | heard
Fi sheri es and Cceans Canada and Natural Resources
Canada.

Fi sheri es and Oceans Canada, Jose Audet-Lecouffe.
MR. AUDET- LECOUFFE: Thank you, Madam Chair, Jose
Audet - Lecouf fe, Fisheries and Oceans Canada.

Thank you for your question, Bert. Al the
wat er sheds that you nentioned were inpacted or had the
potential to be inpacted. Fromall those watersheds,
Wat ershed A and B were assessed to be the nost
I npacted, and | apol ogi ze for the very dry presentation
yesterday. | should have included a map, and | w |
find one. Thank you.

THE CHAI R Nat ur al Resour ces Canada,
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Pet er Unger.
MR, UNGER Mat na, |ksivauta. Peter
Unger, Natural Resources Canada.

Thank you very nuch for that question. Qur review
Is very nuch focused on nodelling, so it was nore on
potentials and nost of thempretty far in the future,
but | al so apologize for an incredibly dry and boring
presentation yesterday. |1'Ill do better next tine, and
['"'m happy to work with DFOto cone up with a map that
indicates that a little bit nore clearly. Thank you.
THE CHAI R Nunavut Tunngavi k
I ncor porated, Bert Dean.

MR. DEAN: Thank you, Madam Chair. Bert
Dean wi th Nunavut Tunngavi k | ncor por at ed.

Thank you for the responses, and | can follow up
at the break and connect with sone of the community
menbers.

My | ast question is to Natural Resources Canada as
well, and it was a good presentation. Seriously.
There's a lot of information there. It was |late, but
this has conme up at previous hearings.

In regards to the tailings pond, people have
cabins on the | ake, the drinking water, community
nmenbers go by vehicle or ATV to ljiralik Lake to get
fresh water, so how the m ne operates and how safe the

water is now and in the future is inportant to the
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comunity, and the concerns around pernmafrost and what
we know or don't know and what may happen in the
future.

Are liners considered at all with tailings ponds,
or are there things that could be done to provide that
extra | evel of assurance to comrunity nenbers? |
realize we have standards and regul ations, and a | ot of
mne sites are further away fromcomunities, but quite
often they're right next to a conmunity or they're in
an inportant area for people. So instead of thinking
of what we have to do, is there things that are being
consi dered or | ooked at in terns of how we can better
manage tailings or these areas where they' re | ooking at
bei ng stored? Thank you.

THE CHAI R: Nat ural Resour ces Canada,

Pet er Unger.

MR. UNGER: Thank you, Madam Chair. Peter
Unger, Natural Resources Canada.

Thank you very nuch for the question. So, first
caveat, | amnot one of the experts, so ny know edge is
a fairly lay level of know edge. The first thing Il
start wwth is that -- I'll slow down. Sorry.

As | nentioned, NRCan is generally supportive of
in-pit disposal. W have done sone studies on that,
and we think that overall that is a sound approach.

| think the main gist of ny presentation was that
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we're at a relatively early stage, and for where we
are, we think there's enough information, but we
definitely think there needs to be nore gathered before
desi gn deci sions can be nade or final plans can be
finalized.

For in-pit deposition, |I did say that in sone
cases sone kind of inpervious barrier or surround or
l'iner may be required, and that's dependent on a
case-by-case basis, and it's not in every case. There
are situations where NRCan agrees that in-pit
deposition woul d be safe and fine over the long-term
without a liner;: however, there are others where we
woul d not agree with that, and | think our main conment
was to ensure when selecting pits that this is
eval uat ed.

So the short answer is, yes, a |liner could nmake

sense sonetines, but we wouldn't prescribe this right

now for all the pits at this nonent in tine. It
doesn't -- it isn't necessary every single one of the
tinmes.

Pl ease let nme know if that answered your question,
and if | need nore technical details, | can go get
those fromny expert. Thank you.

THE CHAI R Nunavut Tunngavi k
| ncor porated, Bert Dean.

MR. DEAN: Thank you, Madam Chair. And |
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know | said "last question", but it -- just to add --
sorry. Bert Dean w th Nunavut Tunngavi k.

s risk ever associated wth these nodels or when
you' re naki ng these decisions, and, again, we can
follow up later. The reason | ask is | know the
chem stry of the waste rock piles, or you nentioned
water flow and different things. They may be different
in different areas, and how close they are to inportant
areas may cone into play, so are they all sort of
treated equally, or does risk or other factors cone
into that nodelling or into that analysis?

Thank you, Madam  Thanks.

THE CHAI R Nat ural Resources Canada,
Pet er Unger.
MR.  UNCGER: Thank you, Madam Chair.

There's always risk, and, you know, a nodel is
only as good as its inputs. W think that nodels are
fairly accurate now -- they've becone fairly
sophi sticated -- and we've had a | ot of discussions
wi th Agni co about what factors should be in the nodels.
So you'll have heard ne earlier asking about
Internmedi ate | akes to nmake sure that all the |akes were
i ncluded and all the different flow paths were
accounted for.

At this point I -- we agree that | think this is

the best that can be done at this stage. W just also
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would i ke to ensure that this nodelling is continually
i nformed by new data that they get from new borehol es,
that they get fromother field studies as they progress
in their design. The nodel should account for risks.

| nmean, the nodel is neant to predict where the water
goes and how, and that would open up the risks.

Agni co has been pretty good at managing the risk
at least at this stage in the sense that if you
remenber ny grouting conment, we pointed out that we
woul d I'i ke themto check how grouting affects things,
and they did. They basically pretended that grouting
was not effective at all, and three tinmes as nuch water
was coming in, and they still found that it was okay.

So they are using relatively conservative
conditions, but, yeah, there will always be risk with a
nodel , and a nodel, sadly, does not tell the future
perfectly. Thank you.

THE CHAI R Nunavut Tunngavi k

I ncorporated, Bert Dean.

MR. DEAN: Thank you, Madam Chair, Bert
Dean with Nunavut Tunngavi k | ncor por at ed.

Thanks, again, for your presentations and your
answers.

THE CHAI R Kivallig Inuit Association,
Lui s Manzo.

Kivalliqg Inuit Association Questions Governnent of
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Canada Departnents

MR, MANZC Good norning, everyone. Thank
you, Madam Chai rman. Luis Manzo, Kivalliqg Inuit
Associ ati on.

Unfortunately, he took all ny questions. Did you
copy fromny book? So it left -- left nme one question
to Environnment Canada and | believe Health Canada in
terns of the dust deposition and arsenics, especially
in water. How often Environnment Canada and Heal th
Canada go out to the field at the mne sites to verify
data that is being provided to you by the proponent?

And the other question leading to that is: Do you
have a record of the tinmes that you actually visit the
sites, and what kind of information you gather when you
actually inspect the sites under your responsibility to
each departnent? Thanks.

THE CHAI R: Envi ronnment and d i mate Change
Canada, Victoria Shore.

MR. SHORE: Vi ctoria Shore, Environnent
and Cimate Change Canada.

Thank you for your question. So, as | nentioned
earlier, we have inspectors that regqularly visit the
Mel i adi ne site, and we provi de conmments on enforcenent
to the Nunavut | npact Review Board through our comrents
on the annual report, so it outlines all the visits

that we did throughout that year.
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In ternms of how frequently we visit a site, it
varies year to year, and we use a risk-based approach
to determ ne how often we are going out. | believe
| ast year we did two -- or -- sorry. Not -- in 2022,
there were two on-site inspections conpleted, which
i ncluded chem stry and toxicity sanpling. | think that
covered all the aspects of your question. |If | mssed
sonet hi ng, please correct nme. Thank you.

THE CHAI R Heal t h Canada, Julie Anderson.
V5. ANDERSON: Thank you, Madam Chair. Julie
Ander son, Heal th Canada.

Thank you for your question. As | nentioned in
our presentation yesterday, Health Canada is not a
regul ator on this project, and we don't issue any
| icences or do inspections. So we do have a little bit
of a different role than sone of the other departnents.
We do review the annual nonitoring report data, but we
woul d be relying on our colleagues from Envi ronnment and
Cimate Change Canada for their inspections, and should
they see anything in their review, we work quite
closely together to discuss any shared concerns. Thank
you.

THE CHAI R Kivalliqg Inuit Association,
Lui s Manzo.
MR MANZO Thank you, Madam Chair. Luis

Manzo, Kivallig Inuit Association. There is another
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guestion from Anne Gunn.

THE CHAl R Anne Gunn.

MS. GUNN: Good norni ng, Madam Chair.
Thank you. Anne Gunn, consultant for the Kivalliqg
I nuit Associ ation.

| do have a question for Environnment Canada and
Cimate Change. Yesterday there was a question about
t he national status report for the barren-ground
caribou, and the next step after a national status
report is an assessnent of status is -- the next step
Is consultation for listing under the Species at Risk
Act, and so | ask if Environment Canada and Cinmate
Change can provi de an update on the consultation for
any proposed listing. Thank you.

THE CHAI R Envi ronnment and d i mate Change
Canada, Victoria Shore.

MR. SHORE: Victoria Shore, Environnent
and i mate Change Canada.

Thank you for your question. Yes. So
barren-ground cari bou were assessed as threatened by
the commttee on the status of endangered wldlife in
Canada in Novenber of 2016. The mnister of the
envi ronnment and clinmate change has provided a
recommendation to the governor in council in support of
the listing of barren-ground cari bou under the federal

Species at Ri sk Act as threatened.
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If the governor in council decides to |ist
barren-ground cari bou under the Species at Ri sk Act,
Environnent and i mate Change Canada woul d be required
to devel op a recovery strategy.

The devel opnent of a recovery strategy would be
done col |l aboratively with all relevant territorial,
provi ncial, and indigenous and Inuit partners. This
process is still ongoing. |It's being worked on, but |
don't have specific details as to where we're at in the

consul tation process, unfortunately.

THE CHAI R Kivallig Inuit Association,
Anne @Qunn
V5. GUNN: Thank you, Madam Chair. Anne

Gunn, consultant for Kivalliq Inuit Association.
Envi ronnment Canada and Cl i mate Change, thank you
for a clear and conci se response, and that's the end of

my questions. So thank you.

THE CHAI R Gover nnment of Nunavut, Stephen
At ki nson.
MR.  ATKI NSON: Thank you, Madam Chair.

St ephen At ki nson on behal f of the Governnent of

Nunavut. No questi ons.

THE CHAI R Kangi gl i nig Hunters and
Trappers Organi zati on, Noel Kal udj ak.

Kangi gl inig Hunters and Trappers Organi zati on Questions

Gover nnent of Canada Departnents
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MR. KALUDJAK: Thank you, Madam Speaker.
Noel Kal udjak, Kangiqgliniqg Hunters and Trappers
Organi zat i on.

Good norning, everyone. W |look forward to this
day. | have a couple of questions again, |ike a broken
record. Fisheries and Cceans Canada, how do you do
your water sanples and how often on the Ml i adi ne Lake
and the surrounding areas, if you do it? Thank you.
THE CHAI R: Fi sheries and Oceans Canada,
Jose Audet - Lecouffe.

MR. AUDET- LECOUFFE: Thank you, Madam Chair. Jose
Audet - Lecouffe, Fisheries and OCceans Canada.

Can | get clarification on sanpling? Are we
tal king about the water quality sanpling or fish?

THE CHAI R Kangi gl i nig Hunters and
Trappers organi zati on, Noel Kal udjak.

MR. KALUDJAK: Thank you, Madam Speaker.
Noel Kal udjak, Kangiqgliniqg Hunters and Trappers

Or gani zat i on.

We were concerned about the fish that are in the
area, and they are abundant. Do we have any sanpl es of
the fish around in that area and the surrounding
wat ers, especially the char and trout? Thank you.

THE CHAI R: Fi sheries and Oceans Canada,
Jose Audet - Lecouffe.

MR. AUDET- LECOUFFE: Thank you, Madam Chair. Jose
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Audet - Lecouffe, Fisheries and Cceans Canada.

Thank you, Noel, for the clarification. 1In a
process |like this, we ask the proponent here, Agnico,
to sanple and to determ ne the abundance of inportant
popul ati ons. W have focused on char, of course, for
this particular project. W have asked for nore
details, and we will have nore details. Agnico has
been on-site and sanpled this year again to fill the
gaps and the concerns that we had on fish popul ati ons.

We do not do sanples ourselves. As you know,
sanpling fish can be harnful, so we try to not
duplicate that effort, but we try to keep an eye on
sanpling efforts and be there when we can. | hope this
answer s your question.

THE CHAI R Kangi gl i nig Hunters and
Trappers Organi zati on, Noel Kal udjak.

MR. KALUDJAK: Thank you, Madam Speaker.
Noel Kal udjak, Kangiqgliniqg Hunters and Trappers

Or gani zat i on.

Thank you for your reply. Now !l wll direct ny
question to Transport Canada. M/ question is: Do you
noni tor the chopper operations and activities around
the Kivalliq area? Do you nonitor their travel |ine,
their height, and the anmount of tinme they're flying
around the Kivallig? Thank you.

THE CHAI R Transport Canada, Adam
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Downi ng.
MR. DOWNI NG Thank you, Madam Chair. Adam
Downi ng with Transport Canada.

So for Transport Canada (1 NDI SCERNI BLE), but all
aircraft adhere to Canadi an avi ati on regul ati ons.
(1 NDI SCERNI BLE) don't nonitor specific flights or the
specific (I ND SCERNI BLE) specific aircraft each tine.
Each aircraft and each pilot (I ND SCERNI BLE) which
Transport Canada obtains (I NDI SCERNI BLE); however, we

don't nmonitor every flight. Thank you.

THE CHAI R Adam Downi ng, we only got
parts of your response. | don't knowif it would be
better by phone. Can you repeat -- please repeat your
response.

MR. DOWNI NG Sure. 1'll -- so Transport

Canada does not nonitor specific (1ND SCERNI BLE) and
specific flight plan. W ensure all aircraft adhere to
the (I NDI SCERNI BLE) aviation regulations. Annually we
do review | oghooks for aircraft, and we do review t hose
annual I y; however, specific flights and flight plans we
do not approve (I NDI SCERNI BLE) daily.

THE CHAI R Spencer Dewar.

MR DEWAR: Quj annam i k, Madam Chai r.
Spencer Dewar, Crown-Indi genous Rel ati ons and Northern
Af fairs Canada.

W just wanted to add -- there was a question
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regardi ng water sanpling, and | don't know if DFO had
the full whole picture. There is additional water
sanpling that occurs. | guess the primary is done by
Agni co Eagl e, which then they have to produce a result
which is shared on an annual basis, which we do review
at Crown-I ndi genous Rel ations and Northern Affairs
Canada.

Also, I'd like to add our inspectors, which go to
the site quarterly, do sanple the discharge before it
woul d be put into Lake Meliadine. So we do water
sanples there to ensure that they're, you know, treated
to the -- for the sanple.

And, additionally, we work with the Kivalliqg Inuit
Associ ation through an MOU that is quite | ong standing,
and we cone in the fall -- or -- sorry -- in the spring
and the fall, and we do sanple directly from Lake
Meliadine. So there is sone water sanpling that -- |
just wanted to let you know. QujannamiKk.

THE CHAI R In ternms of chopper flights
and di sturbance to wildlife, nmaybe Governnent of
Nunavut could add that to their intervention
presentati on.

Kangi gl inig Hunters and Trappers Organi zati on,

Noel Kal udj ak.
MR KALUDJAK: Thank you, Madam Chair. Noe

Kal udj ak, Hunters and Trappers Organi zation. |'m going
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to turn over the questions to Roger Pil akapsi.
THE CHAI R Roger Pil akapsi .

MR. Pl LAKAPSI : Thank you, Chair. Roger
Pi | akapsi for HTO Ranki n.

And ny question is about the caribou. It says
here from'85 to probably about roughly '87 they
decline, but it shows only nunbers here. The caribou
they were surveying, | don't see any pattern what --
what they were using because sonetines all animals are
trying to avoid human or any kind of, like, mning
activities going around the Kivalliq, and sonetines
there would be quite a bit of wolves that will separate
themand go a different way, and sonetines, |ike, back
in themdays | did the caribou survey too, but they
wer e good nunbers, and a plane could only fly so many
hours, and |'mpretty sure where the plane can go there
was some cari bou.

On this here you go from probably about 2000 --
"87 to 95. It goes way up within, it |ooks |ike, seven
years. That's the nunbers. Like, do they have the
pattern -- surveying pattern what they did?

And the other question is: Wen they |eave for
south during winter, where would they go? |'mpretty
sure they have wildlife -- to do that, just to survey.
Can you conpare the nunbers between the nunbers you

have here and the nunbers you have down south, I|iKke,
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probabl y Saskat chewan or wherever they go? That's ny
question. Thank you.

THE CHAI R Can you clarify? Are you
tal ki ng about cari bou?

MR. Pl LAKAPSI : Yes, |'mtal king about the
cari bou that conmes up north.

THE CHAI R And can you clarify which
presentation you' re tal ki ng about?

MR. Pl LAKAPSI : Just -- just | have this here,
the Qamanirjuaq -- Qamanirjuaqgq herd.

THE CHAI R The Kivalliqg Inuit

Associ ation's presentation?

MR Pl LAKAPSI : Yes. Like, even on the -- on

here, back in the '60s and '80s, there was only

about -- they're saying 60,000. |'mpretty sure, |ike,
the animals are -- was avoiding stuff |ike that, the
mnes -- mne and the communities and stuff back then.

This -- that's ny question there.

THE CHAI R l"mgoing to -- we're going to
continue -- like, the docunent that you're referring to
hasn't been entered as an exhibit yet. MW
understanding is that it was circul ated but has not
been reviewed by parties, and it's not entered as an
exhibit yet. So once we get to that part, if it's okay
iIf we can get back to your question. |s that okay?

MR. Pl LAKAPSI : kay. Sorry. Sorry about
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that. Ckay.

THE CHAI R: Yeah.

MR. Pl LAKAPSI : We're doing the -- we're doing
the water survey. Like, | did sone sanples too with
the water survey with KIA. It wasn't so bad, but

sonme -- sone areas | wouldn't drink water, but they're

in what seened to be not too bad. They were show ng on
t he book there. That's ny question.

THE CHAl R Can you repeat the last part.

| can't hear good.

MR. Pl LAKAPSI : Ch, sorry. Yeah. | did the
wat er survey too before, and it wasn't so bad, and --

we didn't do any fish sanple, but there was sone areas,

l'i ke, I wouldn't drink water anynore because it was
pretty murky and stuff like that, but -- so that's
probably natural how everything goes, like, after so

many years.
And this water survey, like, it's -- it's a very
big thing. Like, people say, like, the community --
probably nore than half of that comunity go get water
fromthe Meliadine, and during springtinme when they're
having the fishing derby, they will drink fromthe
water too in Tagsarug. That's one of the things that
peopl e notice, that fish -- fish change too. But |
know there's lots and lots and |ots of fish, but when

you're a good fisherman, | guess you can catch | ots,
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but when you're an average fisherman, you catch

not hi ng.
So that was ny question, like, on the fish
popul ation. |I'mpretty sure they're pretty good.

And the water sanples, like, it's not so bad, but
the stuff -- the stuff that are going around the canp,
it -- I"mpretty sure they said they get the water from
underground. |'mpretty sure they use a |ot of salt,
salt and different chemcals. |'mnot sure what
they're using, and it's cone to the lake, and it's
going to change it after so many years. You could
probably see it in the long run after so many years
fromthe day they start drinking the water to today.

Is there -- is there any difference between that
wat er survey? That's ny questi on.

THE CHAI R First, we'll go to
Crown- | ndi genous Rel ations and Northern Affairs Canada
and then Fisheries and Cceans Canada.

Crown- I ndi genous Rel ations and Northern Affairs
Canada, Spencer Dewar.

MR, DEWAR Quj annam i k, Madam Chair.
Spencer Dewar, Crown-Indi genous Rel ati ons and Northern
Affairs Canada.

| believe the question is is our water -- are the

sanpl es noticing changes over tine. | don't have the

exact sanples we're tal king about, but |I would assune
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that they would. W can certainly provide the
sanples -- or the information that we have to date.
That wouldn't be a problem There was sone
interpretation of the data that we could al so share, so
we can do that. Qujannamik.
THE CHAI R Fi sheries and Cceans Canada,
Jose Audet - Lecouffe.
VR.  AUDET- LECOUFFE: Thank you, Madam Chair. Jose
Audet - Lecouffe, Fisheries and Cceans Canada.

| believe the question is very much focused on the

water quality. That is not under our mandate, but |

would i ke to say -- and | forgot to say that in the
earlier response -- that Fisheries and Oceans with
fisheries managenent, we do -- we conduct fish -- fish
stock assessnents. It is not specific to the Meliadine

system but we do that all around the arctic for char.
W keep an eye on char popul ati ons.

Now, for the water quality part, | believe that ny
col | eagues in Cl RNAC and Environnment Canada woul d be
able to answer. Thank you.

THE CHAI R Kivalliqg Inuit Association,
Lui s Manzo.

MR MANZO Madam Chair, Kivalliqg Inuit
Associ ation, Luis Manzo. Dr. MDougall will give an
answer to the HTO in respect to the water sanpling

conducted by our departnment in the Meliadine.
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THE CHAI R Matt McDougal |

MR, MCDOUGALL.: Thank you, Madam Chair. Matt
McDougal | for the Kivalliqg Inuit Association.

Thanks, Roger, for your question. So in addition to
the Crown-Indi genous Rel ations and Northern Affairs
Canada sanpling as well as Agnico Eagle's sanpling, the
Kivalliqg Inuit Association al so conducts sanpling on
Mel i adi ne Lake and in the vicinity of Baker Lake,
Chesterfield Inlet, and Wale Cove, as you joined us
doing the sanpling in 2021.

So the water sanpling conponent includes
nmonitoring the chemstry of the water as well as taking
El ders out onto the | ake and doi ng i nterviews on
traditional use and changes that they've noticed over
their lifetines.

So as to your question on changes to Mel i adi ne
Lake, we have had a nunber of Elders state that they no
| onger -- or have changed their use of Mliadi ne Lake
and the Meliadine River due to mning inpacts, and our
measurenents also confirmw th Agnico Eagle's
measurenents that there are changes to the chem stry of
Mel | adi ne Lake due to mining activities. | hope that
answer s your question. Thank you.

THE CHAI R Kangi gl inig Hunters and
Trappers Organi zati on, Roger Pil akapsi.

MR. Pl LAKAPSI : Thank you, Madam chair. Roger
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Pi | akapsi, Rankin HTO. Thank you for the feedback.

THE CHAI R Nort hl ands Denesul i ne Fir st
Nat i on, Benjam n Denechezhe.

Nort hl ands Denesuline First Nation Questions Gover nnent
of Canada Departnents

MR. DENECHEZHE: Thank you, Madam Chair. Good
nor ni ng, everybody, this norning. Good norning. |'1l]
say |'ve been here for alnost a week now. Right now
we're discussing today. |In the future, it's people to
rely on around here as lnuit territory how you utilize
and rely and love the land. And |I'ma hone town too
fromwhere I"'mfromas a Dene. Land, we |ove the | and.
W | ove the water because we rely on -- our life on it,
our livelihood.

Ri ght now today we're here. All these governnent
here on what they're working on, all on their paper
docunents, and they all say it's all good. Everyone
after another, they say everything is good.

Us, as a Dene people, the | and, our creator had
created it, and we really respect that, and we seen
it -- 1 seenit, how the ground and everything took

pl ace and how the water is m splaced, how the w nd

direction blows -- when the surface of a |l and and
animals and all the kind of -- noved around and utilize
the land, if you look at it all. | don't think we can

| ook at all at one tine.
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As for the future, ask what you are | ooking --
we' ve taken all the resources out of the land. CQur
land -- what | want to say is our |land, not to be
destroyed. Even we heard now today. Qur water already
maki ng differences right now, our quality of the water,
and also the rivers is different.

Not too |long ago, this |and at underground harvest
in-- is already -- nowthere is already climte
changes. In the future -- now you live in this area.
What do you think -- what it's going to be like in the
future, | think right now. Your generation who are
follow ng us right now, what it would be Iike for them
in the future?

| seen it. The land -- us -- in our -- our |and,
what had happened in their land, and that they're a
bricken [phonetic] land. They're -- they're struggling
right now. You cannot harvest the way they harvest
before. The rivers are all damaged. For that, | am
real ly thinking hard.

The caribou mgration, we -- our livelihood depend
on it. They mgrated up to this territory. What would
happen in the future? Wat would it be like? | won't
be here maybe at that tine, but still, our generation,
we have to really, really |look after the cari bou. When
sonething is damaged and destroyed, it doesn't repair

ri ght away.
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Wth that, | think it really concerns ne. |[|'ve
been in many places and di scussed this issue with
gover nnent before, and ny concerns would be |istened
to, and that's why | -- | raise nmy concern. It's not
only for nme | speak. For -- like, | got a |lot of
generation, ny -- ny grandkids, and | speak for them
And the one person that spoke with us today, | speak ny
Dad's word, he said, and that's why | speak, and that's
how | speak. That's what | speak, and that's what |
feel, if you hear ne. The land, water, and ani mals,
fish, that's our |ivelihood, us. W have to respect
that and | ook after that not to be damaged. Wth that,
that's as far. Thank you.
THE CHAI R Sayi si Dene First Nation,
Geof f Bussi dor.
Sayi si Dene First Nation Questions Governnent of Canada
Depart nent s
MR. BUSSI DOR: Thank you. Good norning,
Madam Chair. Thank you. Geoff Bussidor, Sayisi Dene
First Nation. Thank you, Benji, for that.

| just had one question here for Health Canada in
the presentation they provided. On the translated copy
here it's page 18, but it's about the conparison that
was nmade between the different country foods, the
contam nants. They conpared the current exposure to

contam nants in country foods, water, soil, and air
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before the project extension. So that -- if there's
i nformation on that, was that provided to the
comunities? Wether that's available or if you have
it here, it would be good to know what was on that
docunent that was provided for that coment to be nade.
THE CHAI R Heal th Canada, Julie Anderson.
V5. ANDERSON: Thank you, Madam Chair. Julie
Ander son, Heal th Canada.
Thank you for that question. Perhaps | should clarify.
The way that we do our assessnents is to start with an
exi sting case and | ook at the change. Saying "the
| evel s of contami nation" sinply is shorthand for
| ooking at what is existing in the environnment now. It
doesn't necessarily nean that anything is contam nated,
so not that there's an existing risk that is
significant or anything that we feel requires
addi tional action in the existing case, and we al so
concluded in our review that Health Canada does not see
the predicted inpacts of the project as proposed having
a significant risk for health.

| hope that helps clarify, but if you have a
foll owup question, please feel free to ask. Thank
you.
THE CHAI R Before we continue wth
guestions to the Governnent of Canada departnents,

we're going to take a 15-m nute break.
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( ADJ OURNNVENT)
THE CHAI R Heal t h Canada, Julie Anderson.
MS. ANDERSON: Thank you, Madam Chair.

Jul i e Anderson, Health Canada.

| wish just to provide a nore conplete response to
Sayi si Dene First Nation's question. So you did ask in
your question whether information was avail abl e
anywhere that communities could ook at. So | wanted
to point out that the information reviewed by
Heal t h Canada was Agnico Eagle's nonitoring data and
the informati on provided as part of this process. So
that informati on woul d be avail abl e through the
regi stry. Thank you.
THE CHAI R Sayi si Dene First Nation,
Geof f Bussi dor.

MR. BUSSI DOR: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Thank you Health Canada for that. | do have one
ot her question. | guess this one would go to

Environnment and d i mate Change or anybody that
regul ates or has to do with the Mgratory Birds
Conventi on Act.

The question is whether wind turbines in existence
right now -- | know this is closer towards the coast,
so there'll be a lot of birds flying in the area, and
so whether lighting on the wind turbines would be

sonet hing that could be considered or -- | don't know
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if they would help or not, but | know those birds, when
they fly, they fly at nighttinme too, and so just one of
those concerns that | -- | sort of raised it with

Agni co Eagle, and they said that for the aeronautical
pur poses, they do put the red lights on, but it's not
all it up. So |l -- it's just one of those thoughts
and concerns. Masi.

THE CHAI R Is it Transport Canada t hat
has the regul ati ons on standards for what has to be on
the turbine?

And in terns of birds, Environnent and Cinmate
Change Canada, Victoria Shore.

M5. SHORE: Victoria Shore, Environnent
and dimate Change Canada.

Thank you for that question regarding mgratory
birds. W had asked Agnico Eagle in Technical Review
Comment 11 to include additional bird baseline surveys
to be conducted enconpassing the full footprint of the
wind farmto better understand m gratory bird novenent
in the area and assess potential inpacts. And Agnico
Eagl e did agree to conduct this additional baseline
survey to better understand the -- the inpacts. | am
not sure if the lights that are required by Transport
Canada woul d benefit the birds. | would have to touch
base with ny internal specialists. But | can look into

that and get back to you. Thank you.
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THE CHAI R Transport Canada,

Adam Downi ng.

MR, DOWNI NG Thank you, Madam Chair.
Adam Downi ng with Transport Canada.

So the lights that are required for the w nd
turbine are strictly for the safety of aircraft. And
transport (1 NDI SCERNI BLE) | ook at how they woul d i npact
wildlife or birds (I NDI SCERNIBLE) sinply to restrict
aircraft fromthe area and maintain the safety of the
aircraft. Thank you.

THE CHAI R Sayi si Dene First Nation,
Geof f Bussi dor .

MR. BUSSI DOR: Thank you, Madam Chair.

Thank you for your responses. | have -- |egal
counsel, Kelly O son, has one question as well. Thank
you.

MR, OLSON: Thank you, Madam Chair.

Kelly O son, |egal counsel for Sayisi Dene First Nation
and Northl ands Denesuline First Nation.

We have heard di scussion this week about the
Comm tnent 38 study which is intended to address
Revi sed Term and Condition 44 of the project
certificate. As Revised Termand Condition 44 resulted
from Crown consultations between Sayisi Dene
First Nation, Northlands Denesuline First Nation, and

Canada, has Crown-1ndi genous Rel ati ons and Northern
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Affairs Canada continued to nonitor the status of

Agni co Eagl e's requirenents under Revised Term and
Condition 44, particularly the revision of the 2021
techni cal nmenorandumentitled "Collared Caribou

Al'l - \Weat her Access Road Interactions"? Thank you.

THE CHAI R Crown- | ndi genous Rel ati ons and
Northern Affairs Canada, Spencer Dewar.

MR. DEVWAR: Quj annam i k, Madam Chair.
Spencer Dewar, Crown-Indi genous Rel ati ons and Northern
Affairs Canada.

It is our departnent that does nonitor the Nunavut
| npact Review Board project certificates for
conpliance, and therefore, yes, we -- we would nonitor
that termand condition. So -- yeah. So we -- we --
we do two types of nonitoring of the project
certificate. First and forenost is our on-the-ground
field operations. So that will be inspecting the m ne
site physically, and then we al so do a nore
adm ni strative check, which is to ensure that the
project certificate is working. So we will do, through
annual reporting, a review of all the nodelling and
nonitoring data to see that -- if it's -- if it's
wor ki ng as pl anned, and that would include Term and
Condi tion 44.

| would say that if, you know, any nenber or

anyone has concerns that they don't think conpliance is

Dicta Court Reporting Inc.
403-531-0590




704

© 00 N oo o B~ W DN P

N DN D N DD DNN P P PP PR, PRk
o o A W DN P O © 00 N o 0o AW DN O

bei ng achi eved, they can always reach out to our

departnent, and we -- we can investigate further.

THE CHAI R Sayi si Dene First Nation,
Kelly d son.

MR, OLSON: Kelly O son, |egal counsel for

Sayi si Dene First Nation and Northl ands Denesul i ne
First Nation.

Crown- I ndi genous Rel ati ons and Northern Affairs,
can you pl ease confirmwhen that requirenent in order
to revise the collared caribou nmeno was satisfied?
Thank you.

MR DEWAR: Quj annam i k, Madam Chai r.
Spencer Dewar, Crown-Indi genous Rel ati ons and Northern
Affairs Canada.

| will have to take that under advi senent and
consult with our field operations unit to see what the
status is.

THE CHAI R: Just renenber to wait for ne
to call your nane 'cause the interpreters are stil
usual ly interpreting when soneone's done tal king.

Sayi si Dene First Nation, Kelly d son.

MR, OLSON: Thank you, Madam Chair.

Kelly A son, |egal counsel for Sayisi Dene First Nation
and Northl ands Denesuline First Nation. No further
guestions. Thank you.

At habasca Denesuline Ne Ne Land Corporation Questions
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Gover nnent of Canada Departnents
THE CHAI R At habasca Denesul i ne Ne Ne
Land Corporation, D ane MDonal d.
M5. MCDONALD: Good norning, everyone, and
for the Elders for the prayer this norning.
Di ane McDonald with the Athabasca Denesuline Ne Ne Land
Cor por ati on.

| just want to kind of allude back to the coments
that were made in terns of the inpacts to the Meliadi ne
Lake that have al ready been observing increases in
chl orophyl | and phosphorous and -- and the netals such
as arsenic and others in the water and fish tissue, so
including the increase in the average water
t enper at ur e.

And certainly in the past week we've been
hearing -- we've heard many local Inuit in the Kivalliq
Inuit Association that they have al ready noved away
fromdrinking water in the Meliadine Lake area. Can
Fi sheries and Cceans Canada and Heal th Canada and the
Crown- I ndi genous Rel ations expl ain what neasures are
going to be taken to prevent further contam nation if
the extension is approved?

And in addition to that, the process that's been
done, do you use only published guidelines that are
acceptable in the general public, or do you consider

cultural threshol ds which seem-- have -- to have
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al ready been passed? So those are ny two questions.
Thank you, Madam Chair.

THE CHAI R First we'll go to
Crown- I ndi genous Rel ations and Northern Affairs Canada,
Spencer Dewar .

MR. DEVWAR: Quj annam i k, Madam Chai r.
Spencer Dewar, Crown-I|ndi genous Rel ati ons and Northern
Affairs Canada.

Al'l of our technical intervention is -- is neant
to sort of mtigate or manage potential inpacts. It's
a proponent - based system so Agnico Eagle sort of
outlines what they intend to do through the
application, and then our role would be to | ook at it
t hrough our mandate to try to see, you know, what can
be done better, what woul d need to be done to protect
and m nim ze inpacts.

So fromthat perspective, | guess, you know, we
trust that Agnico Eagle provides nodels that'll ensure
that the limts that get set are safe. W evaluate to
see if they are conservative enough and nake a
recommendation to the Nunavut |npact Review Board. The
Board nmakes a recommendation, and if the mnister
accepts -- the responsible mnisters accept that, a
project certificate is in place. And we would enforce
conpliance agai nst that project certificate.

So to say that, you know, it would be strictly
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just guidelines or regulations, there is opportunity to
set a higher bar that m ght incorporate cultura
val ues, as you nentioned. So that could certainly be
sonet hing that is considered and, through these public
open transparent processes, fornmulate part of the
project certificate and then be enforced. | hope that
answers your questi on.
THE CHAI R Fi sheries and Cceans Canada,
Jose Audet - Lecouffe.
MR. AUDET- LECOUFFE: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Jose Audet -Lecouffe, Fisheries and Oceans Canada.

Thank you, Diane, for your question. W are
al ways asked questions about water quality, and nost of
the tinme those questions don't fall under our nandate.
The water quality portion of the Fisheries Act was
del egated to Environnment Canada.

| will say this: Qur mandate is to protect fish
and fish habitat against future inpacts and to restore
fish habitat when needed, so we keep a really close
| ook at those issues to nmake sure they don't inpact the
| ocal popul ation. Thank you.
THE CHAI R Heal t h Canada, Julie Anderson.
MS. ANDERSON: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Jul i e Anderson, Health Canada.

Thank you for the question, Diane. Health Canada

does recogni ze that comrunity nenbers and individuals
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make use of |ocal water bodies including Mliadine Lake
and the inportance of being able to do so. Wth
regards to your question about guidelines, we do base
our review on guidelines devel oped for human heal th and
safety of use by humans when we do our eval uations.

As outlined yesterday in our Reconmmendati on
Nunber 3, we have recommended to the Nunavut | npact
Revi ew Board that the proponent should continue to
monitor different nulti -- different environnental
medi a, including surface water, to understand potenti al
changes. And as part of this recommended nonitoring,
we woul d suggest that thresholds be determned in
consultation with indi genous communities and | ocal
comuni ty nenbers when considering thresholds and the

need for additional nmeasures. Thank you.

THE CHAI R: At habasca Denesul i ne Ne Ne
Land Corporation, D ane MDonal d.
MS. MCDONALD: At habasca Denesul i ne Ne Ne

Land Corporation, D ane MDonal d.

| guess the -- the answer for the levels in the
fish wasn't really answered. | know you tal ked about,
you know, fish habitat, but naybe -- maybe this is a
guestion for Environnent Canada to -- to provide an
answer to that.
THE CHAI R Envi ronnent and C i mate Change

Canada, Victoria Shore.
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MS. SHORE: Victoria Shore, Environnent
and d i mate Change Canada.

Yes. | can -- | can speak to the water quality
aspect. The nmetal and di anond m ni ng effl uent
regul ati ons authorized the deposit of effluent from
nmetal and di anond mines into waters frequented by fish.
The regul ations help to protect Canada' s | akes and
rivers by setting strict limts on the quality of
effluent that can be discharged and al so by requiring
effluent testing, nonitoring, and reporting. Water
chem stry results are conpared agai nst threshol ds so
t hat managenent actions can be taken before threshol ds
are reached. Those thresholds are based on published
gui del i nes and research and not generally cul tural
t hreshol ds.

Agnico Eagle is required to conduct nonitoring
under the netal and di anond m ning effluent regul ations
which is called "environnental effects nonitoring”.
Thi s invol ves assessi ng whether effluents are having an
effect on fish, fish habitat, and use of fish by
humans, and it may al so involve investigating the cause
and effect and identifying solutions to elimnate it.
| hope that hel ps. Thank you.

THE CHAI R At habasca Denesul i ne Ne Ne
Land Corporation, D ane MDonal d.
M5. MCDONALD: Thank you for your -- your
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responses. Wen you | ook at the environnent by itself
as a whole whether it's | andscapes, whether it's
waters, rivers, animals, so the biosphere of the whol e,
you can't separate, you know, the quality of water, the

contam nation of water to water aquatic species. |

under stand the nandate, you know, where -- a habitat
mandat e.

But, you know, still -- just listening to the
concerns and -- and what Northlands col |l ege --

Nort hl ands Dene Nati on spoke of this norning, just
al luding to the experiences in our past and -- and
certainly, you know, |ooking at the future of -- the
future of the environnment, how safe it's going to be,
and -- and all the habitat within the vicinity of the
mne site, and maybe a consi deration of a higher
standard or threshold will be considered by maybe
CIRNAC, part of the -- sonme of the departnments that are
affiliated wth some of these recommendations that are
bei ng made, thresholds that can consider the know edge
of the Inuit that are inpacted directly fromthe m ne,
and certainly they speak of that in the past few days.
And -- and maybe that could be -- whether if it's
an enforcenment or a recommendation that could be
considered as a public policy or -- and -- and that
woul d put confidence in assuring that, you know, the

Inuit understand that the food that they rely on
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directly inpact fromthe mne and the water that they
drink and the fish that cone fromthere, that they have
assurances as well as they are directly inpacted. So
with that, thank you.

THE CHAI R Crown- I ndi genous Rel ati ons and
Northern Affairs Canada, Spencer Dewar.

MR. DEWAR Quj annam i k, Madam Chair.
Spencer Dewar, Crown-Indi genous Rel ati ons and Northern
Af fairs Canada.

Thank you, Diane, for those coments. You know, |
agree. W should set the highest possible standards
for the protection of water and | ake water environnent,
and -- you know, so -- thank you.

THE CHAI R At habasca Denesul i ne Ne Ne
Land Corporation, D ane MDonal d.
V5. MCDONALD: D ane McDonal d, At habasca
Denesul i ne Ne Ne Land Corporati on.

Madam Chair, | have no further questions. Thank

you.

Agni co Eagl e Questions Governnent of Canada Departnents

THE CHAI R Agni co Eagl e, Manon Turnel.
M5. TURMEL: Manon Turnel, Agnico Eagle.
Heari ng sone of the questions, | just want to

reassure everyone that the water is not contam nated.
W test the water. Al the tests are available to the

public. And we also work with the community. Al this
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information is in our presentation. | have three
questions, one for Crown-Indi genous Rel ati ons and
Northern Affairs Canada and two for Environnment and
C i mat e Change Canada.

My first one: Crown-Indigenous Rel ations and
Northern Affairs Canada, what is your position on the
use of renewabl e energy, including wind turbines, as
they nean to reduce greenhouse gas em ssions at
I ndustrial projects such as the Meliadine M ne?

THE CHAI R Crown- I ndi genous Rel ati ons and
Northern Affairs Canada, Spencer Dewar.

MR DEWAR: Quj annam i k, Madam Chai r.
Spencer Dewar, Crown-Indi genous Rel ati ons and Northern
Affairs Canada.

The CGovernnment of Canada is committed to
supporting the north and reducing its reliance on
di esel and transitioning to clean energy. Wnd power
has been proven as an effective technology in the north
and has the ability to provide clean, renewabl e power
all throughout the year; however, |ike al
i nfrastructure projects, w nd turbines have the
potential to inpact the environment. So it's critical
that all proponents follow established regul atory
processes under Nunavut's integrated regulatory system
to ensure that the environnental and soci oeconom c

i npacts are mnimzed and mtigated.

Dicta Court Reporting Inc.
403-531-0590




713

© 00 N oo o B~ W DN P

N DN D N DD DNN P P PP PR, PRk
o o A W DN P O © 00 N o 0o AW DN O

THE CHAI R Agni co Eagl e, Manon Turnel.
M5. TURMEL: Manon Turnel, Agnico Eagl e.
Thank you for your response.

For Environnment and Cinate Change Canada, is w nd
power an option that Environnment and dinmate Change
Canada recogni zes can hel p reduce greenhouse gas
em ssions at industrial projects?

THE CHAI R Envi ronnment and d i nmate Change
Canada, Victoria Shore.

M5. SHORE: Vi ctoria Shore, Environnent
and Cimate Change Canada.

Yes. Environnent and dimate Change Canada
recogni zes that wi nd power is one option to hel p reduce

gr eenhouse gas em ssi ons.

THE CHAI R Agni co Eagl e, Manon Turnel.
M5. TURMEL: Manon Turmnel, Agnico Eagl e.
Thank you for your response. Last question: |Is

Envi ronnent and C i mate Change Canada of the view that
I ndustrial operations should pursue neasures to reduce
gr eenhouse gas em ssions fromtheir operations?
THE CHAI R Envi ronnment and d i mate Change
Canada, Victoria Shore.
MS. SHORE: Victoria Shore, Environnent
and Cimate Change Canada.

Cimate change di sproportionately affects the

Canadi an arctic. Canada is warm ng faster than the
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world as a whole at nore than tw ce the global rate,
and the Canadian arctic is warm ng at about three tines
the global rate. |It's therefore inperative that Canada
plan to mtigate further inpacts from greenhouse gas

em ssi ons where possible and build resiliency against
the effects of a changing climte that are already upon
us.

Canada i s pursuing several avenues to tackle the
broad chal |l enge that climte change presents, including
carbon pricing, targeted regul ati ons on em ssions, and
certain sectors. It also includes targets to reduce
em ssions across the country. Canada's 2030 em ssions
reduction plan includes steps to support heavy
I ndustry, including mning, in reducing greenhouse gas
em ssi ons.

To contribute to achieving these plans, industrial
operati ons shoul d pursue nmeasures to reduce greenhouse
gas em ssions. There is, however, no one-size-fits-al
sol ution, and any negative residual environnental
I npacts from renewabl e energy projects nust be bal anced
agai nst the need to al so reduce greenhouse gas
em ssions. Thank you.

THE CHAI R Agni co Eagl e, Manon Turnel.
M5. TURMEL: Manon Turnel, Agnico Eagle.
Thank you for your response. Those are all our

qguestions. Thank you.
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Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board Staff Questions Governnent
of Canada Departnents

THE CHAI R NIl RB staff, Tara Arko.

M5. ARKO Thank you, Madam Chair.

Tara Arko, Nunavut |npact Review Board staff.

The first question is directed to Crown-I ndi genous
Rel ati ons and Northern Affairs Canada and is follow ng
up on the question previously asked by Nunavut
Tunngavi k on neeting with the inpacted comuniti es.

Can Crown- 1 ndi genous Rel ati ons and Northern
Affairs Canada comment on whether any of the federa
departnents have any ot her nethods of informng
community menbers to help themunderstand the results
of inspections such as availability of these reports
online and especially outside of the NIRB's public
registry?

THE CHAI R: Crown- I ndi genous Rel ati ons and
Northern Affairs Canada, Spencer Dewar.

MR. DEVWAR: Quj annam i k, Madam Chair.
Spencer Dewar, Crown-Indi genous Rel ati ons and Northern
Affairs Canada.

In regard to -- to inspections, the fornal
I nspections under the Nunavut Waters and Surface Rights
Tri bunal Act are posted to the water board' s public
registry.

When it conmes to the Nunavut Inpact Revi ew Board,
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t hrough the annual reporting process, we do provide a
summary of the inspections that occurred over the year,
and that gets submtted to the Nunavut | npact Revi ew
Board, which | understand they post to the public
registry. So those -- that would be the formal way
that we share the results of our inspection; however,

I nspectors do attend -- do, | guess -- over a course of
two years, inspectors would attend -- would be in each
community at |east once, and it is their practice to

neet with haml ets and ot her organi zations of interest.

That's it.
THE CHAI R NIl RB staff, Tara Arko.
M5. ARKO Thank you, Madam Chair.

Tara Arko Nunavut | npact Review Board staff.

Thank you very nuch for that answer. In a simlar
vein, a followup question is, the project is related
in different cycles with sonme federal regulators
overseeing | egislation that generally applies to the
project activities. Ohers issue approvals at the
begi nning of certain activities at site, and sone
manage permts and |icences continually required for
site operations.

As the | ead decision -nmaker for the project with
obligations for consultation, has Crown-Indi genous
Rel ati ons and Northern Affairs Canada consi dered

coordinating information to the conmunities if the
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project life is extended?

THE CHAI R Crown- I ndi genous Rel ati ons and
Northern Affairs Canada, Spencer Dewar.

MR. DEWAR: Quj annam i k, Madam Chair.
Spencer Dewar, Crown-Indi genous Rel ati ons and Northern
Affairs Canada.

| -- | can speak to the process of how we consult,
and -- and | don't knowif it'll get to the |evel of
detail that you're requesting 'cause | think you have
poi nted out that there is different departnents,
different regul ations, different authorizations that
are required.

But the -- the Governnment of Canada as a whol e,
when it's comng to discuss consultation, we rely
heavily on the Nunavut | npact Review Board to
di scharge -- to discharge the procedural aspects of our
consultation. Therefore we rely on public
participation in this forum and we rely heavily on the
Nunavut | npact Review Board's report and recommendati on
to the mnister to capture accurately what concerns are
related to the project.

So | guess ny question would be are you | ooking
for sort of a whol e-of -governnent sunmary of the
actions or activities regarding the project? Is that
what |' m understandi ng? Ckay.

| would certainly have to -- to think nore deeply
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exactly what the expectations would be. | know there's
a lot of participants and intervenors that participate
with a lot of different mandates and | evers that all ow
themto participate, and we do heavily rely on the
Nunavut | npact Review Board to collate that, bring that
t oget her and nmake deci sions, and fromthere the
responsi ble mnisters review the report, and if the
recommendation is in acceptance, that report becones a
project certificate. And then fromthere, the
Governnent of Canada nonitors the project certificate
to see that it's working, reports its findings back to
t he Nunavut | npact Review Board on an annual basis.

| understand the Nunavut | npact Review Board
reviews the nonitoring coomments and then nakes a

determ nati on of whether the project's nonitored and

then attends the community to -- to share that
noni toring on an annual basis as well. But the -- |
think that's the -- the process we have as far as the

Nunavut | npact Review Board. There is other regulatory
aut hori zati ons such as the Nunavut water |icence which
does a simlar exercise in nonitoring. But that's the
process as we understand it. But we'd always be open
for other avenues to communicate and to share sort of
our mandate and our fi ndings.

THE CHAI R Nl RB staff, Tara Arko -- | egal

counsel .
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MS. MEADOWS: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Teresa Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut | npact
Revi ew Boar d.

So maybe |I'Il just give you a brief summary of
kind of what the expectations are and the basis for the
Board's question. Essentially we're |ooking for, from
the Governnent of Canada, a high-level summary of
comuni ty engagenent about the project and the
ext ensi on proposal that may have been conducted or is
pl anned by the Governnent of Canada outside the N RB
process.

We're well famliar with the -- the steps that we
see as the Board, but we're really |ooking for what
activities you are -- you are undertaking with respect
to community engagenent that the Board may not see
outside of the NIRB process. And | recognize that that
will have to be a deferred question, but that's the
expect ati on.

THE CHAI R Crown- I ndi genous Rel ati ons and
Nort hern Affairs Canada, Spencer Dewar.

MR, DEWAR Quj annam i k, Madam Chair.
Spencer Dewar, Crown-Indi genous Rel ati ons and Northern
Affairs Canada.

| guess you caught on that | started to feel quite
nervous explaining the NIRB' s process back to the N RB.

So, anyway, | appreciate the clarity on what you're
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asking for. And sorry, Tara, that | didn't pick up in
the beginning. W wll have to defer it. [I'll consult
wi th our coll eagues and departnents, and we'll provide
sonet hi ng soon.

THE CHAI R Nl RB staff, Tara Arko.

M5. ARKO Thank you, Madam Chair.

Tara Arko, Nunavut |npact Review Board staff.

This question is directed towards Fisheries and
Cceans Canada. Understanding that the Nunavut [ npact
Revi ew Board is not assessing conponents of the
currently approved project, can Fisheries and Cceans
Canada please clarify the need for additional reporting
on fish and fish habitat nonitoring of aquatic invasive
species and nonitoring of ship noise in the context of
activities related to the Meliadi ne extension proposal ?
THE CHAI R Fi sheries and Cceans Canada,
Jose Audet - Lecouffe.

VMR. AUDET- LECOUFFE: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Jose Audet -Lecouffe, Fisheries and Oceans Canada.

Thank you for your question, Tara. | wll start
with reporting on fish and fish habitat. W believe
that this information is already collected but in
di fferent docunents in the subm ssion of the annual
report. To better review those reports and nake sure
that we have all the information presented in a clear

manner, an appendi x on fish and fish habitat al one, |
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believe, is needed. But that information is already
t here.

Now, for aquatic invasive species and underwater
noi se nonitoring, these inpacts were not identified
during the 2014 FEIS. And no nonitoring or terns and
conditions identify clearly that those inpacts exist.
So they are not new, but they have never been
i dentified.

We al so consider that adding 11 years to the
m ni ng operations neans additional inpacts which need
to be reviewed as part of this process. | hope this
answers your question. Thank you.

THE CHAI R NI RB staff, Tara Arko.
MS. ARKO Thank you, Madam Chair.
Tara Arko, Nunavut |npact Review Board staff.

The final question is directed to Environnent and
Clinmate Change Canada. Wth the request for additional
surveys of birds for the proposed turbines, would
Environnent and O i mate Change Canada have any
col | aboration with the terrestrial advisory group for
followng up nonitoring and mtigation nmeasures?

THE CHAI R Environnent and d i mate Change
Canada, Victoria Shore.

M5. SHORE: Vi ctoria Shore, Environnent
and Cimate Change Canada.

Thank you for that question. Initially
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Environnent and d i mte Change Canada decli ned
menbership in the terrestrial advisory group because,
I n our experience, those groups nostly discuss issues
related to caribou, and as CGovernnment of Nunavut has
primary managenent responsibility for caribou and its
comanagenent partners hold the best know edge rel ated
to nonitoring and mtigating inpacts to caribou, we did
not feel |like we would substantially contribute to the
group; however, for topics relating to mgratory birds,
we woul d be happy to collaborate with the terrestrial
advi sory group. Thank you.
THE CHAI R Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board
staff, Tara Arko.
MS. ARKO Thank you, Madam Chair.
Tara Arko, Nunavut |npact Review Board staff.

That's all our questions at this tinme, Madam
Chair.
Nunavut | nmpact Revi ew Board Panel Questions Governnent
of Canada Departnents
THE CHAI R Are there any questions from
t he Board?

Catherine Enrick -- GQuy Alikut.
MR. ALl KUT: Thank you. Thank you, Madam
Chair. @iy Alikut, board nenber.

|'"'mgoing to ask a question to Environnent Canada.

As an I nuk, we all have -- sonme of us own conputers,
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and we know -- do you have a website available to the
public when we're hearing nore and nore about the
Mel | adi ne project and that there are places we need
to -- we -- we need to ensure that the public knows
about the Meliadine project, and it's becom ng nore and
nore evident that it's -- sonme people don't know about
the inpacts that the Meliadine project is having on --
on the quality of water.

So do you have a website where the public can go
and read nore and nore about the project that's --
that's -- that's happening at Meliadine? As -- as an
i ndividual, | would want to go and read nore
i nformati on about the inpacts that this project is
havi ng. Thank you.

THE CHAI R First we'll go to Environnent
and d i mate Change Canada and Crown- | ndi genous
Rel ati ons and Northern Affairs Canada.

Victoria Shore.

M5. SHORE: Vi ctoria Shore, Environnent
and Cimate Change Canada.

| am not aware of a public-facing departnental
website where people would be able to go and read nore
about the departnent's involvenent with the Mliadine
project. W do, as | nentioned earlier, reviewthe
vari ous annual reports produced by Agnico Eagle and

provi de comments and recommendati ons based on those
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reports to the Nunavut | npact Review Board as well as

t he Nunavut -- the Nunavut Water Board which are
publicly avail able through the respective

organi zations' registries. Thank you.

THE CHAI R Crown- I ndi genous Rel ati ons and
Northern Affairs Canada, Spencer Dewar.

MR. DEWAR Quj annam i k, Madam Chair.
Spencer Dewar, Crown-Indi genous Rel ati ons and Northern
Af fairs Canada.

Yeah. Crown-1ndi genous Rel ations and Northern
Affairs Canada does not publish information about these
projects such as Meliadine expansion. | think the --
the primary place for sonmeone to | earn nore about the
project m ght be at Agnico Eagle's website directly to
| earn about the project, and then |I'd defer to the
Nunavut | npact Review Board registry to better
understand the status and -- and -- and the review
that's ongoing. And, simlarly, the Nunavut Water

Board's public registry where all the information would

be kept.
THE CHAI R: Nl RB board, Guy Alikut.
MR ALI KUT: Quy Alikut.

Now, the other one is the (NO ENG.I SH FEED) we

keep hearing -- we're trying to |l ook for better energy
for the world, and | believe in that, |ike, in Canada
we have -- just Nunavut. We try to |look for better
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ways t 0o.

And maybe can sonebody tell ne how many percent in

this world are using energy -- the -- how nmany in this
world are using the -- | would like to find out -- can
you give nme an estimate of -- what's the estimate --
how nmuch is -- because we're trying to be greener. 1[|'d

like to know how nmuch is being used in Canada, the ..
THE CHAI R (NO ENGLI SH FEED) gl obal |y has
transitioned to renewabl e energy sources and related to
any international agreenents and conm tnents.

Victoria Shore.
MS. SHORE: Victoria Shore, Environnent
and d i mate Change Canada.

| don't have the nunbers on hand in terns of how
much transition has been done to renewabl e energy at

this point in tinme, but | can look into getting an

answer .
THE CHAI R: NI RB board, CGuy Alikut.
VR, ALl KUT: That's the only question |

have. Thank you for your response. Thank you.
THE CHAI R: NI RB board, Catherine Enri ck.
M5. EMRI CK: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Cat herine Enrick, Nunavut I|npact Review Board board
menber .

My first question is to CIRNAC -- or -- sorry --

Crown- I ndi genous Rel ations and Northern Affairs Canada.
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It's regarding Slide 12 in your presentation, and

it's -- the slide is titled "Concerns Resolved Wth
Comm tment By Agnico Eagle", and this is related to the
Techni cal Revi ew Comment Nunber 4, mnim zing

di scharges to Meliadi ne Lake.

And when | -- when | read what you were | ooking
for from Agnico Eagle, | have trouble | ooking at the
response from Agni co Eagle and actually clarifying or
under st andi ng what the specific conmtnent was that --
that's resolving the technical review conmment, so |I'm
just wondering if you can give us sone clarity on the
actual commtnent you see resolving this issue. Thank
you.

THE CHAI R Cr own- | ndi genous Rel ati ons and
Northern Affairs Canada and Northern Affairs Canada,
Spencer Dewar .

MR. DEWAR: Quj annam i k, Madam Chair.
Spencer Dewar, Crown-Indi genous Rel ati ons and Northern
Affairs Canada.

"' mgoing to have Fel exce Ngwa respond on our

behal f.
THE CHAI R Fel exce Ngwa.
MR NGWA: Thank you, Madam Chair.

Fel exce Ngwa wi th Crown-1 ndi genous Rel ati ons and
Nort hern Affairs Canada.
So that -- we -- CIRNAC had a concern about the
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anount of water that was going to be discharged into
Lake Meliadi ne because the anobunt was hi gher than what
was originally predicted, and so we had sone questions
to Agnico Eagle. And they indicated to us that the
amount of water that they are currently predicting for
di scharge is what was al ready assessed in the

2014 final environnmental inpact statenent, and they

al so indicated that they would be working to m nim ze
di scharge into the | ake.

And since we verified that the anpbunt of water
they are proposing to discharge was al ready assessed in
2014, we asked themto work with the Kivalliqg Inuit
Association to ensure that discharges into Lake
Mel i adi ne are m nimzed based on the concerns that the
Kivalliqg Inuit Association had expressed. Thank you,
Madam Chai r.

THE CHAI R NI RB board, Catherine Enrick.
M5. EMRI CK: Thank you, Madam Chair.

Cat herine Enrick, Nunavut |npact Review Board board
menber .

Thank you for that response. | -- | guess ny
guestion woul d be, are you satisfied that that
comm t nent has been made? Thank you, Madam Chair.

THE CHAI R Crown- | ndi genous Rel ati ons and
Northern Affairs Canada, Spencer Dewar or Fel exce Ngwa.

MR, NGWA: Thank you, Madam Chair.
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Fel exce Ngwa w th Crown-1 ndi genous Rel ati ons and
Nort hern Affairs Canada.

So strictly froman inpact assessnent perspective,
we understand that the anmobunt of water that has been
proposed to be di scharged had been assessed in 2014,
but we al so understand that Term and Conditi on
Nunber 25 requires AEMto mnimze or elimnate
di scharge into Lake Meliadine, and that term and
condition -- and that termand condition was put into
pl ace due to the concerns expressed by the Kivalliq
Inuit Association. And it's for that reason that we
think it's appropriate for AEMto work with the
Kivalliqg Inuit Association to address the concerns
which they still have. Thank you, Madam Chair.

THE CHAI R Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board
board, Catherine Entick.

MS. EMRI CK: Thank you, Madam Chair.

Cat herine Enrick, board nmenber.

Thank you for that response. | just have one
further question to Environnment and Cimte -- sorry --
Environnment and d i mate Change Canada and
Crown- I ndi genous Rel ations and Northern Affairs Canada.

"' mjust wondering if when your inspectors are out
carrying out their inspection duties, do they seek out
lnuit Qaujimajatugangit to informtheir inspections?

Thank you.
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THE CHAI R Before we get to responses,
we're going to take a lunch break until 1:15. For the
awar eness of everyone, all of the intervenors who are
at the table will be noved to the back, and comunity
representatives will be noved to the table 'cause we're
going to start transitioning into the community
roundtable. So community representatives will sit
around the table, and intervenors will be at the back.
Please talk to staff if you need to know where to go to
answer a questi on.
( PROCEEDI NGS ADJOURNED UNTIL 1:15 PM
( PROCEEDI NGS RECOMMENCED AT 1:22 PM
THE CHAI R Vel conme back, everyone. Just
so everybody understands, we're still getting through
the technical presentations fromthe registered
intervenors. There's four nore presentations for the
technical portion, and once we're done the four
technical presentations, we'll nove on to the conmunity
roundt abl e portion.
THE CHAI R Before the |lunch break, we
left off wth questions to the Governnent of Canada
fromthe Board. The questions to Crown-Indi genous
Rel ati ons and Northern Affairs Canada and Cinmate
Change Canada.

Crown- | ndi genous Rel ati ons and Northern Affairs

Canada, Spencer Dewar. There's a floor m crophone
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sonmewher e.
MR. DEWAR: Quj annam i k, Madam Chair.
Spencer Dewar, Crown-I|ndi genous Rel ati ons and Northern
Af fairs Canada.

My under standi ng was we were wondering if our
I nspectors incorporated Inuit Qaujimjatugangit and
traditional knowl edge into their inspections. So,
first and forenost, our inspectors are in place to
enforce the NIRB project certificate and the Nunavut
water |licences. Each of those are developed in
accordance with the Nunavut Agreenent, so it's the
expectation through that process that there would be a
m x of traditional know edge and western science that
gets presented to the Board with a determ nation that
woul d i ncorporate Inuit Qaujimajatugangit.

Qur inspectors, in this case we have regiona
i nspectors, so we do have inspectors that live in the
community of Rankin Inlet. These inspectors work
closely with the Kivalliqgq Inuit Association and HTGs,
and when in the field, they' Il inspect to the licence
that they see before themand apply the rules -- apply
the project certificate as they understand it. |
understand if there's uncertainty or clarity, they have
a relationship wwth the Nunavut | npact Review Board to
ask questions for clarification -- that's ny

understanding -- and we'd hope that in their inspection
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that they would apply the spirit and intent of the
Nunavut Agreenent. | hope that answers your question.
THE CHAI R Envi ronnent and C i mate Change
Canada, Victoria Shore.
MR. SHORE: Vi ctoria Shore, Environnent
and Cimate Change Canada.

| nspections, investigations, and enforcenent
actions are taken as per our conpliance and enforcenent
policy. They're dependent on a nunber of factors, and
addi tional details on these policies are avail able on
our website, but inspections are done in relation to
the | egislation under our departnent's responsibility.

| nspectors do respond to community concerns and
may initiate investigations when there's a credible
all egation of an offence or there's -- if there's
reasonabl e grounds to believe that an of fence occurred.

"1l also, unrelated to this question, take this
time to clarify one of ny earlier responses. | had
stated that | was unaware of a publicly avail able
website where information on Meliadine Mne is
available. | m stakenly thought that the website where
reports submtted under the netal and di anond m ning
af fluent regul ation was an internal website, but
reports submtted under this regulation are publicly
avai l abl e on the departnent 's website. Thank you.

THE CHAl R: Questions fromthe Board,
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Phillip Kadl un.

Nunavut | nmpact Revi ew Board Panel Questions Governnent
of Canada Departnents

MR.  KADLUN: Thank you, Madam Chair,
Phillip Kadl un- Om ngnmakyok.

My question to the Environnent and Cimate Change
Canada, for ny clarity -- for ny clarity, | would like
to ask -- there was sone nention of the caribou being
endangered. In Nunavut, we do have various groups of
herds, be it Qamanirjuaq, Ahiak, or Bathurst herd, and
I'"'mwondering if | could get a clarification from when
the federal departnent climte change and Canada
menti oned that the herd was endangered, and |'m
wondering which herd it neant. Thank you, Madam Chair.
THE CHAI R Envi ronnment and d i mate Change
Canada, Victoria Shore.

MR. SHORE: Victoria Shore, Environnent
and i mate Change Canada.

Thank you for that question. [1'Il clarify ny
statenent. So | had nentioned that barren-ground
cari bou have been assessed as threatened by the
commttee on the status of endangered wldlife in
Canada. That is not referring to a specific herd but
the species as a whole. Thank you.

THE CHAI R Nl RB board, Phillip Kadl un.
MR.  KADLUN: Thank you for the
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clarification. That's all | have. Thank you.
THE CHAI R Before we nove on to the
Gover nnent of Nunavut's intervention, Leo Mmalik from
Chesterfield expressed that he had a questi on.
MR MM ALIK When the Kangiglinig Hunters
and Trappers Organi zation was seated here, we're really
close to the vicinity of Rankin Inlet, and we're very
close to the environnment where there are wol ves and
whal es. There's an abundance of all these types of
things that we can hunt. | -- it's always -- it's
al ways like this way where it's always -- we take turns
sitting here at the table. The Rankin HTO is al ways
present here, and it's -- but not Chesterfield HTO
It's always just the Kangiqlinig Hunters and Trappers
Organi zation that's seated here when we have other HTGs
in our region. Thank you.
THE CHAI R: Kangi gl inig Hunters and
Trappers Organi zati on, Noel Kaludjak. You can use the
m c over here, if you want.
MR. KALUDJAK: Thank you, Madam Chair. Noe
Kal udj ak, Rankin Inlet, Kangigliniq Hunters and
Trappers Organi zati on.

Was the question directed to ne, to our
organi zation, or to soneone else? Thank you.
THE CHAI R Leo Mmalik, who are you

asking this question to? Wich particular --
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MR. MM ALI K |'"masking -- I'mLeo
Mmalik. |'"masking the Rankin Inlet -- to whoever is
organi zing this hearing, it shouldn't always be that
way, that -- the marine along the coast. W are very
close to this conmmunity, and he's saying that the HTO
from Chesterfield is not always sitting at the table as
an intervenor. Thank you.

THE CHAI R | don't know if the
Kangi gl iniqg Hunters and Trappers Organi zati on has a
response. | want -- I'mgoing to clarify that.

The intervenors al ways nmake a proposal to attend,
and they nmake a proposal to the Governnent of Canada.
When we're going to do a hearing, these intervenors
usually send in a proposal to CIRNAC for funding to
attend public hearings. So organizations |ike the
ham et as well, they are allowed to ask for funding to
attend.

So they had -- the Kangiqliniq Hunters and
Trappers Organi zati on had al ready sent in a proposal,
and they were given sone funding to attend.

But the conmmunity of Chesterfield Inlet Hunters
and Trappers Organi zation had not submtted a proposal
to get funding to attend this hearing. So when we | ook
for coomunity representatives, that's when we ask the
communities to submt a list of nanes to the

comuni ti es who want to have representatives fromtheir
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communities. | hope that clarifies your question.

Leo M m alik.

MR. MM ALI K Thank you. Thank you for that
clarification. That's all | have. Thank you.
THE CHAI R Continuing with the intervenor

presentations. Now to the presentation by the
Gover nment of Nunavut.

| wll ask that our |egal counsel swear or affirm
the next group of presenters and mark the exhibits so
that we can begin with presentations. N RB |egal
counsel .
Procedural Matters by Nunavut | npact Review Board Legal
Counsel
MS. MEADOWS: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Teresa Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut | npact
Revi ew Boar d.

So, Madam Chair, it's ny understanding that there
I's one additional witness to be affirnmed, so if I -- or
t wo.

So if I can get the witnesses to state and spell
their nanme for the record, please.
MR. CONNELLY: Robert Connel ly,
ROBERTCONNE-L-L-Y, and I"'mthe director of
Kivalliq Community Operations for the Nunavut
Depart nent of Econom c Devel opnent and Transportati on.

M5. MEADOWG: Thank you.
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Madam Chair, it's ny understanding that there is a

representative that is also on the Zoomcall, so if |
can get Diane to identify herself, and we'll nake her
m crophone go live.
M5. LAPI ERRE: Thank you. Can you hear ne?
V5. MEADOWS: Thank you, Madam Chair
Teresa Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut | npact
Revi ew Boar d.

Thank you, D anne. W can hear you.

ROBERT CONNELLY, DI ANNE LAPI ERRE, Affirnmed

V5. MEADOWS: Thank you, Madam Chair
Teresa Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut | npact
Revi ew Boar d.

So, Madam Chair, | have the hard copy presentation
materials of the Governnent of Nunavut's presentation,
and I will be marking those as the exhibits -- the next
exhibits in the public hearing. And for now those are
nmy procedural matters, Madam Chair.

EXH BIT 34 - Hard Copy Power Poi nt

Presentation “NIRB Public Hearing for Agnico

Eagl e M nes' “Mel i adi ne Extension” Project

Proposal ” (Engli sh)

EXH BI T 35 - Power Point Presentation

“NIRB Public Hearing for Agnico Eagle M nes’

“Mel i adi ne Extension” Project Proposal”

(French)
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EXH BIT 36 - Hard Copy Power Poi nt

Presentation “NIRB Public Hearing for Agnico

Eagle M nes' “Meli adi ne Extension” Project

Proposal” (I nuktitut)

EXH BI T 37 - Hard Copy Power Poi nt

Presentation “NIRB Public Hearing for Agnico

Eagl e M nes' “Meli adi ne Extension” Project

Proposal ” (Dene)

THE CHAl R Gover nment of Nunavut, who
will be |eading your presentation? Daniel Haney?
Presentati on by Governnent of Nunavut (N RB Public
Hearing for Agnico Eagle M nes "Ml iadi ne Extension"
Proj ect Proposal)

MR, HANEY: Quj annam i k, |ksivauta.
Dani el Haney, CGovernnent of Nunavut.

Good afternoon. M nane is Daniel Haney, nmanager
of land use and environnent assessnment with the
Departnent of Environnment, and it is a privilege to be
able to present on behalf of the Governnment of Nunavut
t oday.

The Governnment of Nunavut's in-person teamtoday
i ncl udes Eanonn Carroll, legal counsel with the
Departnment of Justice; Stephen Atkinson, wildlife
bi ol ogi st, Atkinson Consulting; and Robert Connelly,
director of Kivalliqg Conmmunity Operations with the

Depart nent of Econom ¢ Devel opnent and Transportati on.
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Li stening and supporting renotely we have Naom e
Pudl uk, assistant deputy mnister of environnent -- and
she sends her regrets for being unable to attend in
person -- M chel e LeBl anc-Havard, director of
environnental protection with the Departnent of
Environnment; Di anne Lapi erre, manager of environnental
assessnent and regulation with the Departnent of
Econom ¢ Devel opnent and Transportation; and, finally,
Anni e Cyr-Parent, director of mneral and petrol eum
resources with the Departnment of Econom c Devel opnent
and Transportation.

The Governnent of Nunavut devel oped its governing
mandate, Katujjiluta, in 2022. Priorities in
Katujjiluta include reinvesting in education and
di versifying | ocal econonmies. The Governnent of
Nunavut conmts to many prograns and training
opportunities that prepare Nunavumm ut for education
opportunities and to participate in the |ocal econony.

The m ning industry contributes to | ocal education
and training opportunities by conducting training for
its projects and funding training prograns related to
resour ce devel opnent.

M nes al so contribute to a diverse | ocal econony
by contracting services that directly support m ne
activity and by creating opportunities for spin-off

busi nesses and servi ces.
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Finally, the Governnent of Nunavut is commtted to
mnimzing inmpacts fromresource devel opnent and to
protecting wildlife and wildlife habitat.

W would i ke to thank the Nunavut | npact Review
Board for providing the opportunity for this public
heari ng. The Governnment of Nunavut attends public
engagenent sessions and reads all witten conments
submtted. We also work with the proponent and others
on di scussing issues and finding solutions.

The Governnent of Nunavut is here today to |isten
and present our assessnent of the Ml iadi ne extension
proposal to the Board, other intervenors, and to those
nost likely to be affected by this project. W |ook
forward to input during the community roundtable. This
IS your opportunity to nmake your voices heard. W | ook
forward to your input and questions.

The CGovernnment of Nunavut takes a
whol e- of - gover nnent approach to inform ng and
supporting the Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board based on
consensus and reflecting a unified voi ce.

The Governnent of Nunavut is responsible for
wildlife and wildlife habitat, Conmm ssioner's | ands,
muni ci palities, education, health, social services,
public safety, culture, comunity devel opnent, property
rights, and the adm nistration of the |laws of Nunavut.

Moving into the Government of Nunavut's review of
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Agni co Eagl e's Meliadi ne extension proposal, we wl|
now provide a brief overview of the significance of the
proposed project and a summary of our outstanding
conment s.

The Meli adi ne extension proposal is seeking
approval to increase the total |life of mne by
11 years, expand underground m ning, inprove
underground access at the Tiriganiag-Wlf site,

I ncrease quarrying, and to construct and operate a w nd
farmto reduce greenhouse gas em ssions and to power
oper ati ons.

Thi s proposal would all ow Nunavut and Nunavumm ut
to continue to benefit fromthe enpl oynent and training
opportunities, |ocal econom c devel opnent and busi ness
opportunities, regional and territorial revenue, and
comuni ty prograns associated with the Ml i adi ne
project for an additional 11 years.

| f approved, the wind farmwould be the first of
its kind in Nunavut and has the potential to diversify
the energy sector in the territory and decrease
Nunavut's greenhouse gas em ssi ons.

However, the proposal does have sone drawbacks.
The Mel i adi ne extension has the potential to prol ong
any existing inpacts and to create new i npacts on
wildlife. Nunavut wildlife will be exposed to

di sturbance froma wind farmnot yet experienced in the
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territory. The lasting inpacts of this are unknown.

The Governnment of Nunavut's focus when assessing
this proposal was on the potential inpacts to wildlife
and wildlife habitat and the soci oeconom c effects of
the project to Kivallirm ut and Nunavunmm ut.

The Meliadine project offers significant
soci oeconom ¢ benefits and opportunities for
enpl oynent, training, and busi ness devel opnent for the
Kivalliq region.

The Governnment of Nunavut identified that the
opportunity for enploynent was one of the nost
significant benefits of the project |eading to other
potential positive effects such as financial security,
comuni ty econom ¢ devel opnent, and i ndividual and
community well-being. Extending the life of mne for
an additional 11 years al so extends these opportunities
and benefits.

The CGovernnment of Nunavut nmade three technical
comments related to the soci oeconom ¢ environnent. Al
three of these were resol ved.

In an effort to address the gap between Inuit
enpl oynent targets and enpl oynent realties, the
Gover nnment of Nunavut recommended the proponent update
the Inuit workforce barriers and strategies study to
I ncl ude focus on gender-specific enploynent initiatives

and identify barriers to femal e enpl oynent.
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On August 31, 2023, Agnico Eagle submtted an
interimreport that | ooked at potential barriers to
| nuit wonen pursuing enploynment in the mning industry.
The Government of Nunavut is satisfied with this
interimreport as a first step in considering
gender - based enpl oynent barriers. W |look forward to
an updated Inuit workforce barriers and strategies
study that will incorporate gender-specific enploynent
barriers and strategies, and we wel cone col | aboration
on any enploynment initiatives or training
opportunities.

The Governnent of Nunavut originally submtted
seven technical review coments related to wildlife for
Agni co Eagl e to address during the Nunavut | npact
Revi ew Board assessnent process. Four of these
technical review comments -- Nunbers 7, 8, 9, and 10,
in the Governnment of Nunavut's submi ssion on the
Board's registry -- remain unresol ved. These
unresol ved comments relate to the follow ng issues:
Cari bou group size and distance thresholds relating to
operational shutdowns and to the wi nd farm managenent
pl an.

The Governnent of Nunavut remains concerned that
t hese proposed -- that the proposed project could have
an adverse effect on caribou access to cal ving,

post-cal ving, and summer foraging habitat as well as
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Inuit access to cari bou.

The followng slides will outline these concerns
and the Governnent of Nunavut's recommended changes.

The Governnment of Nunavut is concerned about the
protection of caribou associated with the proposed
project. Caribou protection neasures for the project
wer e devel oped when the mne area had little to no
I npact on caribou. Since this tinme, the protection
measures that are in place have not been updated.

Before | continue, | would like to make two
corrections to the exanple that is presented on this
slide. The first, the terns "regional study area" and
“post-cal ving caribou range" are reversed in error on
this slide. Additionally, the figure of "37 percent”
IS now an error because the Governnent of Nunavut's
assessnment was based on an outdated neno entitled
“Meliadine Mne Cari bou Movenent Mappi ng, Browni an
Bri dge Movenent Model s”. The correct figure here is
5.6 percent, as we heard from Agni co Eagle during their
terrestrial wldlife presentation.

| wll now continue having nade these two
corrections.

In 2014, when the project was first assessed, |ess
than 1 percent of the post-calving caribou range
overl apped with the mne's regional study area. Today,

this has increased to 5.6 percent, and we are expecting
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these interactions to continue to grow during the
proposed 11-year extension. Al so worth noting here is
that the 5.6 percent overlap contains core post-calving
range.

Shut down triggers include caribou di stance and
group-si ze thresholds. These require operations for
t he proposed project to be shut down based on the
| ocation and nunber of caribou that are present.

The proposed shutdown triggers in the current
proposal are not evidence based and should be derived
fromrel evant data and observati ons.

The potential effects of the proposed project nust
be considered in the context of ongoing trends in
cari bou distribution. Specifically, the proposed
project may result in changes to Qamanirjuaqg cari bou
range use.

Changes in Qananirjuaq range use is a concern for
access to caribou and for food security. This would be
the first tinme that Qamanirjuaq cari bou woul d encounter
wi nd turbines, and to date there is limted research on
the potential inpacts fromw nd turbines on wld
cari bou popul ations in open tundra areas. The effect
on caribou fromthe proposed wnd farmis thus unknown.

The Governnent of Nunavut recommends the foll ow ng
terns and conditions to support the protection of

caribou: One, that interimcaribou group size and
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di stance thresholds for triggering operationa

shut downs be devel oped using current data, and di stance
threshol ds be increased to align with evi dence-based
studi es; two, that Agnico Eagl e conduct additional

cari bou behavi oural and novenment studies; and, three,
that the project's terrestrial advisory group conduct a
review of the interimthresholds using these study
resul ts.

| would like to make a conmment here on the topic
of group-size threshol ds.

In their response to the Governnent of Nunavut's
guestion the other day on that topic, Agnico Eagle
stated that the nunerical trigger for wind farm
shut down of 50 caribou would apply to any distribution
of caribou within the proposed 5-kilonetre buffer, not
necessarily a distinct group or herd of 50 cari bou.
This seens to be inconsistent with the | anguage used in
the terrestrial environnent nonitoring and nanagenent
plan. For exanple, in Section 3 of that plan, which is
entitled "WIldlife Effects Mtigation", there are three
exanpl es of l|anguage that clarify the context of that
nunerical trigger in slightly different ways.

In Section 3.1.2, sensory disturbance, the
followng mtigation neasures are outlined: Blasting
activity wll not occur when caribou herds, i.e., less

than 50 aninmals, are known to be within 5 kil onetres of
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the m ne.

In Section 3.1.2.1, air traffic managenent: Wen
flying over large concentrations of caribou, 50 or nore
individuals in close proximty to one another, a
1, 000-netre vertical and 1,500-nmetre horizontal
di stance fromthe herd is observed wherever possible.

And, three, 4.2.1, action thresholds for cari bou,
road utilization: For when a group of caribou |ess
than or equal to 50 within 100 netres from a road,
vehicle traffic is suspended.

This inplies that there is a qualitative aspect of
the trigger; in other words, how the caribou are
di stributed on the | andscape or, to paraphrase the
terrestrial environnment nonitoring and nmanagenent plan,
how cl ose they are to each ot her.

The Governnent of Nunavut suggests that a clear
definition of what exactly, i.e., how many cari bou and
in what distribution, will trigger mtigation action is
warranted in order to alleviate any concerns with the
I npl ementation of these mtigation neasures.

The Governnent of Nunavut is concerned with the
proposed wi nd farm nanagenent plan. More evidence is
required to determ ne adequate group size and di stance
thresholds for triggering wind farm shut down.
Monitoring and mtigation neasures should take a

precauti onary approach to prevent inpacts and rapidly
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respond to inpacts should they occur.

Cari bou group-size threshold for wind farm
shut down shoul d be revi ewed i mredi ately usi ng existing
data and updated on an annual basis as new data is
col | ect ed.

In the interim caribou distance thresholds should
be increased to 10 kilonetres fromthe currently
proposed 5 kilonmetres as a precautionary neasure.

The Governnent of Nunavut recommends the foll ow ng
ternms and conditions with respect to the wind farm
managenent plan: One, wind turbines should be shut
down when caribou are within 10 kilonmetres -- this
di stance shoul d be updated based on recomendati ons
fromthe project terrestrial advisory group -- two,
evi dence- based seasonal group-size thresholds for w nd
farm shut downs shoul d be established; three, the w nd
farm managenent plan shoul d be adjusted with wind farm
shut down t hreshol ds based on nonitoring results; and,
finally, Agnico Eagle should conmt to collecting data
to ensure that inpacts on caribou are adequately
assessed.

The Governnent of Nunavut acknow edges the
soci oeconom ¢ benefits that will be provided to
Nunavunmm ut by extending Iife of m ne and recognizes
the efforts by the proponent to inplenent renewabl e

energy sources.
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The Governnent of Nunavut continues to be
concerned with the proposed protection neasures for
cari bou during sensitive seasons especially in the
context of the m ne extension.

The CGovernnent of Nunavut believes that these
I ssues should be resolved with the Nunavut | npact
Revi ew Board through project certificate terns and
conditions. The Governnment of Nunavut wll continue to
support the Nunavut | npact Review Board's inpact
assessnment process and work col |l aboratively with all
st akehol ders.

Il wll now respond to sone additional questions
that were posed to the Governnment of Nunavut during
ot her intervenor's presentations.

Thank you, Madam Chair, for your question
regarding i nuksuit and the Departnent of Culture and
Heritage nonitoring of them \Wile the Governnent of
Nunavut does not nonitor all inuksuit, any historical
or archeol ogi cal inuksuit woul d be considered
archeol ogi cal and protected under the legislation. W
do not nonitor undesignated historical sites, and the
Governnent of Canada is responsible for nonitoring
t hose designated under the federal H storic Sites and
Monunent s Act.

The Nunavut m nister of culture and heritage may

order the persons undertaking any activity to stop and

Dicta Court Reporting Inc.
403-531-0590




749

© 00 N oo o B~ W DN P

N DN D N DD DNN P P PP PR, PRk
o o A W DN P O © 00 N o 0o AW DN O

provi de for adequate investigation, recording, and
sal vage of archeol ogical objects threatened with the
destructi on.

Pl ease report the |ocation of ancient inuksuit or
ot her archeol ogical sites or objects, particularly
t hose you feel mght be threatened, to the Governnent
of Nunavut archaeol ogy office in Igloolik at
867-934-2040 or the Inuit heritage trust hotline,
867-979-0731.

| f you witness what you believe to be the willfu
or wanton destruction of ancient inuksuit or other
archeol ogi cal sites or objects, please report it to the
Royal Canadi an Mounted Police as vandal i sm

I n response to anot her question from Madam Chair
regarding the density of Qamanirjuag cari bou around the
area of the Meliadine Mne between the period of 2015
and 2023, the Governnent of Nunavut has taken
avai l able -- data available fromthe proponent’'s report
entitled "Meliadine Mne Caribou Myvenent Mappi ng,
Browni an Bri dge Myvenent Mdels Errata, August 2023"
fromthree different periods: pre-construction from
1993 to 2011; advanced exploration, 2012 to 2017; and
construction and operation, 2018 to 2022; and for three
seasons: cal ving, post-calving, and summer. W can
di splay these figures for the Board and will provide an

el ectronic copy for posting to the public registry.
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We are also preparing a simlar series of figures
usi ng Governnment of Nunavut data between 2015 and 2023
to display caribou density using a different anal ytical
method simlar to that used to delineate caribou
rangers.

This is the first one related to -- sorry. This
is the calving distribution on the left. There's the
1993 to 2011 pre-construction; in the mddle, 2012 to
2017, advanced exploration; and, on the right, the
construction and operations phase, and you can see how
t he range has changed slightly over that tine.

Anyway, we have the summary distribution in the
sanme order, and the post-calving should be in there as
well. As | nentioned, it will be posted to the
registry.

Coul d you go back to the regul ar presentation,
pl ease.

Yes. The series that | nentioned before using the
Governnent of Nunavut data is not yet conplete, but we
will provide it to the Board prior to the close of
record on Septenber 20, 2023.

In response to a question posed by the Kangiqlinig
Hunt ers and Trappers Organi zation regardi ng
contam nants in Qamanirjuaq caribou, the Governnment of
Nunavut participates in nonitoring prograns funded

t hrough the federal northern contam nants program The
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Departnent of Environnent through our Kivalliq regional
bi ol ogi st, Mtch Canpbell, partners with one of the

| ead researchers and coordi nates the gathering of

ti ssue sanples fromlocal hunters.

Hunters are conpensated for providing sanples
voluntarily to this program The neat, marrow, and
brain from Qanmani rjuaq cari bou have very | ow | evel s of
cont am nants based on 2019 sanpl es.

And, finally, in response to a question from
Agnico Eagle to the Kivalliq Inuit Association, | wll
pass the mc to Stephen Atkinson.

THE CHAI R St ephen At ki nson.

MR.  ATKI NSON: Thank you, Madam Chair.
St ephen At ki nson, on behal f of the Governnent of
Nunavut .

There was a question from Agnico Eagle to the
Kivalliqg Inuit Association in response to their
presentation. The question was regarding a graph that
was presented by Kivalliqg Inuit Association show ng a
decline in the size of the Qamanirjuaq cari bou herd
from 1994 to 2022. The question from Agni co Eagl e was
why Kivalliqg Inuit Association had not included earlier
estimates of this caribou herd fromprior to 1994.

At the Kivalliqg Inuit Association, Dr. @GQunn
answered that she had taken the graph -- or the

i nformati on froma Government of Nunavut report. So,
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in answering this question, | would like to clarify the
reasons the CGovernnent of Nunavut does not al ways
i ncl ude pre-1994 Qamanirjuaq caribou estimates in its
reports by reading you an excerpt froma Governnent of
Nunavut Techni cal Report 2010 paper, Nunber 1-10, which
is entitled "A Calving Gound Photo Survey of the
Qamani rjuag M gratory Barren-Gound Caribou Popul ati on,
June 2008". And this expert fromthat report says:
(as read)

There was concern at the tine of these

surveys that the estinmates generated between

1982 and 1994 were inprecise and thus

i nadequat e for managenent. Since this tineg,

several annual neetings had been held by the

Bever | y/ Qamani rj uaq cari bou nanagenent board,

and a focused barren-ground cari bou cal vi ng

ground phot ography wor kshop held in

Yel | owkni f e Novenber 2000 to address this

I mprecision. Al participants in these

strategi c neetings concluded that the

depl oynent of nore collars on caribou prior

to a survey were necessary in order to

I ncrease the precision of these surveys; two,

nore W despread reconnai ssance surveys were

required to capture and quantify nunbers of

breedi ng femal es not making it into the
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cal ving grounds; and, three, photographic
coverage of high- and nediumdensity stratuns
shoul d be increased. All these
reconmmendati ons are now fol |l owed when
conducting cal ving ground photo surveys in
the Northwest Territories and Nunavut.
So this excerpt is essentially saying that earlier
estimates were considered to be not as reliable as
estimtes from 1994 onwards; therefore, those early
estimates are frequently not included in reports.

"Il be entering a copy of this report into

evi dence as well. Thank you.
THE CHAI R Dani el Haney.
MR, HANEY: Thank you, Madam Chair.

Dani el Haney, CGovernnent of Nunavut.

One nore response to a question that was deferred,
again, fromthe Kangiqgliniqg Hunters and Trappers
Organi zation regardi ng nonitoring of helicopter
activity in the Kivalliq region.

The Governnent of Nunavut does not nonitor all
hel i copter traffic directly, but we do participate in
the review of annual reports submtted to the Nunavut
| npact Review Board for projects that are required to
provi de such reports to the Board.

Many projects are required to report helicopter

activity associated with their projects, and the
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Gover nnent of Nunavut does review that in conparison to
the project certificate or applicable terns and
conditions to ensure that inpacts to wldlife are
appropriately mtigated.

Quj annam i k, mahsi cho, nerci.

If you would |ike to discuss the Governnent of
Nunavut's assessnment of this proposal or any matters
related to our participation in Nunavut |npact Review
Board' s assessnents, please contact the Governnent of
Nunavut Avatilirniq coordinator, Justin Buller, whose
contact information is presented on the slide.

| would like to make a note that in the Dene
translations, nmy nanme still appears as the contact, and
| can assure you that if you contact ne, | wll pass on
the nessage to the Avatilirniqg coordinator. Thank you
very nuch
THE CHAI R: Thank you for your
presentati on.

Before we get to questions fromregistered
i ntervenors to the Governnent of Nunavut, NI RB | ega
counsel .

Procedural Matters by Nunavut | npact Review Board Lega
Counsel

M5. NEADOWS: Thank you, Madam Chair, Teresa
Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut | npact Review

Boar d.
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So, Madam Chair, wth respect to the cal ving
ground phot ograph survey of the m gratory barren-ground
cari bou technical report Series 2010 that was just
referred to by M. Atkinson, that report has been
offered to be filed as an exhibit in the public
hearing. The sane as the exhibit that has been offered
for filing by Agnico Eagle, | will mark that exhibit
but not yet enter it, and parties will be given an
opportunity on Tuesday eveni ng or Wednesday norning to
di scuss whet her or not they have any objections to that
material being filed on the record for this public
heari ng, and any party that has questions with respect
to that matter can pl ease cone and see nme in advance of
t he di scussi ons on Tuesday eveni ng or \Wdnesday
norni ng. Thank you, Madam Chair.

THE CHAI R: Agni co Eagle, Ms. Kowbel.
MS. KOWBEL: Thank you, Madam Chair

Christine Kowbel for Agnico Eagle | egal counsel.

Ms. Meadows, | just wanted to clarify one nore
thing. | think the two additional slides that
M. Haney spoke to are also new. |'mnot sure |'ve

seen those before, so should those al so be added to the

mar ked but not entered?

MR. CARROLL: Eamonn Carroll, |egal counsel.
Ch, sorry.
THE CHAI R GN | egal counsel.
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MR CARROLL: Eanonn Carroll, |egal counse
for the Governnment of Nunavut.

W will be entering those as a conpleted exhibit
with the forthcom ng data that M. Haney al so
mentioned. It sinply is just not conpleted over the
weekend, so we'll have that on Monday, and we'll be
entering it all as a single exhibit.

THE CHAI R Nl RB | egal counsel.

V5. MEADOWS: Thank you, Madam Chair
Teresa Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut | npact
Revi ew Boar d.

Madam Chair, it's also ny understanding that the
two slides that were presented, although you couldn't
see themvery clearly, is data that's derived fromthe
proponent's report that's already filed with the public
hearing -- already filed on the public hearing registry
entitled "Meliadine Mne Caribou Mvenent Mappi ng,
Browni an Bri dge Movenent Models Errata, August 2023",
and it's already on the registry. So if there is new
material that is going to be included in that, ny
expectation is that wll be circul ated anongst the
parties, discussed, and, again, the procedure would be
that we would mark those exhibits but not enter them
until we've had a discussion on Tuesday ni ght or
Wednesday nor ni ng.

THE CHAI R Agni co Eagl e, | egal counsel,
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Christine Kowbel .
M5. KOWBEL.: Thank you, Madam Chair
Christine Kowbel, |egal counsel.

Yes, the pictures | ooked famliar. W just wanted
to make sure we had a chance to review the slide and
t he context because they were up there for a very short
tine.

Thank you, Madam Chair.
THE CHAI R Nl RB | egal counsel.
V5. MEADOWS: Thank you, Madam Chair. Those
are nmy procedural matters.
THE CHAI R Now to questions to the
Governnent of Nunavut fromregi stered intervenors, the
representatives that were at the table earlier this
week. Any of the registered intervenors have any
questions? Nunavut Tunngavi k? Kivalliq Inuit
Associ ati on?

Nunavut Tunngavi k I ncor porated, Gbri el
Ni rl ungayuk.

Nunavut Tunngavi k | ncor porated Questi ons Governnent of

Nunavut

M5. MEADOWE: Madam Chai r .

THE CHAI R Nl RB | egal counsel.

V5. MEADOWS: Thank you, Madam Chair

So just for the convenience of the parties who are

in the back, there is a m crophone at the back. You
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can see we have a m crophone at the back, a roving mc
so that you don't have to cone up to the table. W'l
get the m crophone to you. Just raise your hand if you

have a questi on.

THE CHAI R Gabriel N rlungayuk.

MR, NI RLUNGAYUK: Quj annam i k, |ksivaut a.
Gabriel N rlungayuk, Nunavut Tunngavi k. | have a
question, and ny colleague will have another question
as wel | .

To the Governnent of Nunavut, the 10-kilonetre
threshol d that Governnment of Nunavut has provided in
terns of the wwndm I, the Kangiqglinigq Hunters and
Trappers has indicated it will be nore than
10 kil onmetres that the caribou woul d have seen the
windm ||, which neans it's nmuch Ionger. How did the
Gover nment of Nunavut derive on that? And the second
guestion to that is: Wat sort of risk anal ysis have
the Governnent of Nunavut did on inpacts of the w nd
farmat that |location and how it mght inpact the herd?

Two questions. Qujannamik.

THE CHAI R Gover nnment of Nunavut, Stephen
At ki nson.
MR.  ATKI NSON: St ephen At ki nson on behal f of

t he Governnent of Nunavut.
Thank you for your question, Gabe. So the first

part of the question was how did the Governnent of
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Nunavut arrive at the recommendation for a 10-kilonetre
shutdown threshold for the wind farm

So this is a question that relies on two things:

It relies on the evidence that we have as well as the
evi dence that we don't have. So in terns of the

evi dence that we have, we know that zones of influence
around m nes, even those w thout w nd turbines, can
range up to 15 or nore kilonetres, and a zone of

I nfluence is a zone in which caribou can be di sturbed.

We al so know that caribou that are calving or in
the post-calving stage tend to be nore sensitive and in
smal l er groups than at other tines of the year to
di sturbance, and we know that the project is
I ncreasingly comng into contact wwth cal ving and
post -cal ving cari bou.

We al so know that sem -donesti cated rei ndeer that
have a visual sight of at | east one wind turbine can
show avoi dance behavi our of those turbines at distances
in the range of 5 to 10 kilonetres. W' ve also seen
sone evidence that the -- under the existing caribou
protection neasures of a 5-kilonetre shutdown that
there has been potentially sone mne-rel ated change in
the use of at |east one historical water crossing.

So those are the things that we do know. The
evi dence that we have, | shoul d say.

The evidence that we don't have is we do not have
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studies of the reaction of barren-ground caribou to

wi nd turbines because they are a new thing on the

| andscape. W also, at this point in tine, still do
not have a conplete picture of what inpacts the

exi sting project and, therefore, the extension of this
proj ect m ght have on cari bou.

So in arriving at a 10-kil onetre shut down
di stance, the Government of Nunavut considered that it
was sinply a matter of having sonething nore than
5 kilonmetres. W | ooked at zones of influence around
exi sting mnes and considered 10 kilonetres to be a
nore cautious approach than that that's being proposed
by the proponent. The idea being that it is better to
start what is essentially an experinent with less risk
and take greater caution and then adapt fromthere.

However, recognizing the comments that have been
recei ved about caribou potentially seeing and reacting
to these turbines at greater distances, yes, certainly
It is possible. W do not know how far they wl|
react. Thank you.

The second part of the question -- sorry. |
shoul d al so add that we did do an anal ysis, not of
risk, but in order to estimate the nunber of days a
wi nd farm m ght be shut down. If it utilized a
shut down di stance of 10 kil onetres, we estimated that

under the current conditions, that it would necessitate
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about three weeks of shutdown per year. So we were
trying to assess the inpacts on the project at that
poi nt .

As far as a risk analysis of the inpacts on
cari bou, the answer is, no, the Governnment of Nunavut
did not do a risk analysis. Such analysis are
typically part of an inpact assessnent, which is
provi ded by the proponent. Thank you.
THE CHAl R Nunavut Tunngavi k
I ncor por at ed.
MR. GREENE: Quj annam i k, Ilksivauta. Ezra
G eene, Nunavut Tunngavi k | ncorporated, and thank you,
St ephen, for your answer.

So the Governnment of Nunavut's recomrendations are
to extend the threshold distance, and there's -- to
10 kil ometres and there's discussion that nore research
woul d be necessary to determ ne whether that's
appropriate, whether it should be bigger or whether it
should be different, smaller. The Rankin Hunters and
Trappers Organi zati on and nenbers fromthe Dene
comuni ti es have al so expressed cari bou can see froma
| onger distance than the 5 kilonetres that's currently

t he t hreshol d.

THE CHAI R Can you --
MR. GREENE: Too fast.
THE CHAI R Can you sl ow down and pause
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bet ween sent ences.
MR, GREENE: Yeah.
THE CHAI R They have a light, but
soneti mes you guys can't see.
MR GREENE: Yes.

If the distance threshold to trigger mtigations
Is bigger, the area that you need to nonitor becones
bigger, and it's further away fromthe mne, so the
hei ght -of -1 and surveys you may not be able to see the
caribou fromfurther away.

So ny question is: Wat nonitoring nmethods does
t he OGN suggest could be used to know whether certain
nunbers of caribou are within that distance threshold
and whet her those thresholds are being triggered and
mtigation should begin -- or be initiated? And
related to that, what inpacts could different

noni t ori ng net hods have on cari bou?

THE CHAI R Gover nnment of Nunavut, Stephen
At ki nson.
MR.  ATKI NSON: Thank you, Madam Chair.

St ephen At ki nson on behal f of the Governnent of
Nunavut .

Thank you for your question. You are correct.
The | arger the distance threshold, the larger the area
obviously, and this is one of the |imtations of using

di stance threshol ds as opposed to, say, a season-long
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shut down.

Wth distance threshol ds, obviously height-of-Iand
surveys, as we found in other mne projects, are
typically effective to about 4, maybe 5 kil onetres
using the -- wth the aid of binoculars and such. And
i f you increase a distance threshold beyond that, you
start to have to rely on other possible nethods of
det ecti on such as observations by other people who are
on the land, hunters, aircraft that may be flying
either privately or commercial aircraft. Another one
Is the use of collars. W -- we estimate that when
there is a single collar within that 10-kil onetre zone,
it's very likely there are nore than 50 cari bou.

So there are a variety -- now, there are others
whi ch may be less -- which nmay be considered | ess
desirabl e, for exanple, conducting regular aerial
surveys using helicopters. Cbviously that cones with
potential for nore disturbance, though, and then there
are things such as the use of drones, which could be
extrenely useful and very |ow inpact for getting that
| ong-range detection.

But you are correct, the | onger we set these
thresholds -- and that's a practical consideration in
recommendi ng a di stance threshold, is how far can you
effectively detect caribou. Thank you.

THE CHAI R Nunavut Tunngavi k
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I ncorporated, Ezra G eene.

MR. GREENE: Quj annam i k, lksivauta. Ezra
G eens, Nunavut Tunngavi k I ncorporated. Thank you for
your response. No further questions fromthe Nunavut
Tunngavi k | ncor por at ed.

THE CHAI R Are there questions from ot her
regi stered intervenors? Kivalliq Inuit Association.

V5. GUNN: Good afternoon, Madam

Chai rman. Anne @unn, consultant to the Kivalliq Inuit
Associ ation.

Gover nment of Nunavut, thank you for your
presentation. In terns of caribou protection, the
current mtigation could be considered reactive. It
depends on the presence of caribou to trigger the
mtigation. In your experience within Nunavut, are
there projects with special caribou protection neasures
for calving and early post-calving that are, in a
sense, |less reactive, |ess dependent on threshold --

di stance threshol ds or nunbers of caribou? Thank you.
THE CHAI R Just renenber to pause between
your sentences for the interpreter.

Gover nnment of Nunavut, Stephen Atkinson.

MR ATKI NSON: Thank you, Madam Chair.
St ephen At ki nson on behal f of the Governnent of
Nunavut .

Wth respect to there being other projects that
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have | ess reactive or special caribou protection
neasures, there is. One exanple would be the Back
Ri ver mne. The approved project has a wildlife
mtigation and nonitoring plan.

In that plan in Section 7.1.5.3, there is a
speci al provision for cal ving and post-cal ving cari bou,
whi ch i ndicates that when there are two breedi ng cows
per square kilonmetre wthin 4 kilonetres of the project
during cal ving or post-calving, that the project wll
enter into a -- what's called a "rapid operationa
shut down" whereby all the above-ground activities,

I ncl udi ng open-pit mning, blasting, aircraft, and
heavy equi pnent operation, will automatically stop.

The sane plan also has a special provision in the
event that calving and post-cal ving caribou range
undergoes a long-termshift to bring it into contact
with the mne, and that is called a "pl anned
oper ati onal shutdown", and that operational shutdown
begi ns at the begi nning of the calving season and ends
at the end of the post-cal ving season regardl ess of
di stance or group size. It is not dependent on -- as
you asked ne, it's not dependent on any thresholds. It
Is a seasonal shutdown.

And, interestingly, the Back River project is
currently in the process of proposing w nd turbines,

and they have proposed that their wind turbines would
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be part of those automatic shutdowns, either the rapid

shut down when -- if cal ving and post-cal ving cari bou
turn up or -- and the seasonal |ong shutdown called the
“pl anned operational shutdown". So they've included

those provisions specifically for those types of

cari bou. Thank you.

THE CHAI R Kivalliqg Inuit Association,
Anne @Gunn.
V5. GUNN: Thank you, Madam Chair.

Thank you, Dr. Atkinson, for that very clear
account, and | have no further questions. Thank you.
THE CHAI R Any questions fromthe
Gover nnent of Canada departnents? Crown-1 ndi genous
Rel ati ons and Northern Affairs Canada, Spencer Dewar.
MR. DEWAR: Madam Chai r, Spencer Dewar,
Crown- I ndi genous Rel ati ons and Northern Affairs Canada.
The Governnent of Canada has no questi ons.

THE CHAI R Kangi gl inig Hunters and
Trappers Organi zati on. Noel Kal udj ak.

Kangi gl iniqg Hunters and Trappers O gani zati on Questions
Gover nment of Nunavut

MR. KALUDJAK: Thank you. Noel Kal udj ak,
Kangi gl i nig Hunters and Trappers Organi zati on.

A question to Governnent of Nunavut: W are -- we
have been bringing up the very good eyesi ght of the

caribou during -- this week, and |I' mwonderi ng how you
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did the study, why are you doing the study, and who do
you do the study with with the eyesight of the caribou?

Thank you.

THE CHAI R Gover nnment of Nunavut, Stephen
At ki nson.

MR.  ATKI NSON: St ephen At ki nson on behal f of

t he Governnment of Nunavut.

There have not been any studies directly of the
eyesight abilities of caribou; however, there have been
studies in sem -donesticated reindeer using -- which
| ooks at the distribution relative to wi nd turbines.
And what was -- what has been found is that when
they -- they tend to avoid areas of habitat where they
have direct |line of sight of w nd turbines, which
suggests that they are able to see them or hear them or
bot h. Thank you.

THE CHAI R: Kangi gl inig Hunters and
Trappers Organi zati on, Noel Kal udjak.

MR. KALUDJAK: Thank you, Madam Chair. Noel
Kal udj ak, Kangi gliniqg Hunters and Trappers

Or gani zat i on.

Thank you for your answer, and we | ook forward to
working with you in that area. | have no further
questions. Thank you.

THE CHAI R Sayi si Dene and Nort hl ands

Denesul i ne First Nation, Dan Chranowski .
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Sayi si Dene and Northl ands Denesuline First Nation
Questions Governnent of Nunavut

MR, CHRANOWBKI : Thank you, Madam Chair. Good
af t ernoon, everyone.

In your presentation for the Governnment of
Nunavut, you tal k about your concerns about the
protection neasures, and | believe now M/ question
was very simlar to Anne GQunn's about any ot her
exanpl es of mnes wth special protection neasures for
cari bou during calving and post-cal ving peri ods.

But al so your presentation tal ked about continued
studi es of caribou novenent and analysis, so | would
like to ask if the -- as | didn't see it referenced in
your presentation, if the Governnent of Nunavut is --
feels that the Conm tnent 38 anal ysis has been -- has

been nmet by Agnico Eagle. Thank you.

THE CHAI R Gover nnent of Nunavut, Danie
Haney.
MR. HANEY: Thank you, Madam Chair.

Dani el Haney, Governnent of Nunavut.

As you probably have heard over the week,
Comm tnment 38 requires the proponent to consult and
col |l aborate with the project's terrestrial advisory
group on the design of a study evaluating the effects
of the project's all-weather road on caribou novenents.

Al so rel evant here are Comm tnment 56 that cane out of
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the technical review of the Ml iadi ne extension
proposal, and Term and Condition 44 of Project
Certificate Nunber 006, Anmendnent 2, both of which
outline simlar requirenments for an anal ysis of caribou
novenent around the project.

These commtnents and term and condition resulted
in areport entitled "Comm tnent 38 Anal yses, Cari bou
Movenents Rel ative to the Meliadine Mne and O her
Factors", what we are calling the "Conm t nent 38
report"”.

The Governnent of Nunavut began its prelimnary
review of the Commtnent 38 report after it was
submtted to the Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board by Agnico
Eagle M nes on July 17, 2023.

Due to this date being past the Governnent of
Nunavut's internal review deadline, the Governnent of
Nunavut did not conment on this report in its final
witten subm ssion, and, as you know, the Conm tnent 38
report was entered into evidence as part of the
Mel i adi ne extensi on proposal review.

The Governnent of Nunavut conpleted a prelimnary
review of the Commtnent 38 report and has identified a
few technical deficiencies in the anal yses presented.
The Governnment of Nunavut is also concerned with the
| evel of consensus anong the nenbers of the project's

terrestrial advisory group and the results of the
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report and the | evel of collaboration and the study
desi gn between the terrestrial advisory group and
Agni co Eagl e.

The Governnment of Nunavut is preparing a fornal
response to be submtted to the Board on this nmatter
but at this tine does not believe that Conmm tnent 38
has been fulfilled by the proponent.

In concl usion --

THE CHAI R | f you hear that noise,
they're asking you to sl ow down.

MR. HANEY: Apol ogies. 1'll go back a
bit.

The Governnment of Nunavut is preparing a formnal
response to be submtted to the Board on this matter
but at this tine does not believe that Commi tnent 38
has been fulfill ed.

I n conclusion, the Governnent of Nunavut
recommends that the study be revised follow ng the
expected consul tative and col | aborative approach as
outlined in Commtnent 38 associated with the saline
ef fl uent di scharge proposal, Comm tnent 56 associ ated
with the Meliadi ne extension proposal, and Term and
Condition 44, Project Certificate Nunber 006, an
anendnent to -- in consultation with the project's
terrestrial advisory group. Thank you.

THE CHAI R Sayi si Dene and Nort hl ands
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Dene First Nation, Dan Chranowski .
MR. CHRANOWEKI : Thank you, Madam Chair

Thank you, Governnent of Nunavut, for that
response. | personally don't have any further
questions. |'mjust -- and it doesn't appear -- okay.

So we're finished as far as our questions. Thank you

very much
THE CHAI R Geof f Bussi dor.
MR. BUSSI DOR: Thank you, Madam Chair.

During the presentation, there was nention of a BQ
neeti ng where there was going to be an increase in the
nunber of collared caribou, radio collars, | guess, and
earlier -- yesterday, | think, when you were talking
about the collared caribou, there was supposed to be

only 50 allowed at a given tine, and so the question is

whet her there is -- there has been an increase.

THE CHAI R Gover nnent of Nunavut, Danie
Haney.

MR. HANEY: Thank you, Madam Chair.

Dani el Haney, Governnent of Nunavut.

| just want to clarify that that neeting that we
nmenti oned took place in 2000, and, yes, since then, the
nunber of collars have increased, and it's up to
that -- the 50 that we nentioned. Thank you.
THE CHAI R Sayi si Dene First Nation,
Geof f Bussi dor.
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MR. BUSSI DOR: Thank you for your response.
No further questions fromthe Sayi si.

THE CHAI R At habasca Denesuline Ne Ne
Land Corporation, D ane MDonal d.

V5. MCDONALD: D ane McDonal d, At habasca
Denesul i ne Ne Ne Land Corporation. The questions | had
had al ready been answered, so | have no questions.
Thank you.

THE CHAl R Agni co Eagl e, Manon Turnel.
Brad Arnstrong.

Agni co Eagle Mnes Limted Questions Governnent of
Nunav ut

MR. ARMSTRONG Thank you, Madam Chair. Brad
Arnmstrong, |egal counsel for Agnico Eagle.

W do have a few questions of the Governnent of
Nunavut. The first is with respect to correcting sone
errors in your subm ssion.

M . Haney, you did correct the error about the
37 percent overlap, but I just want to go back to
your -- your final witten subm ssion of August 2 and
on page 6. If you -- do you have that? |If you could
have that. And on page 6 | think you agree that the
nunbers there in the second paragraph under the
"Rational e", those also have to be corrected, | think.
Sorry. Page Nunmber 6 of your witten subm ssion.

THE CHAI R Gover nnent of Nunavut, Dani el
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Haney.
MR. HANEY: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Dani el Haney, Governnent of Nunavut.
That is correct. The 36.8 percent that is in that

paragraph is incorrect. That's correct.

THE CHAI R Agni co Eagl e, Brad Arnstrong.
MR. ARMSTRONG Thank you, Madam Chair. Brad
Ar nst rong.

But al so, M. Haney, the next sentence down you're
tal ki ng about the herd's cal ving grounds overl appi ng
with the regional study area, and that says
14.5 percent, and | ooking at the -- | ooking at the
errata report, that should actually be 2.6 percent
overlap with the regional study area, and the calving
has O percent overlap with the |local study area that is

around the mine. Are we in agreenent on that,

M. Haney?

THE CHAI R: Gover nment of Nunavut, Dani el
Haney.

MR, HANEY: Thank you, Madam Chair.

Dani el Haney, CGovernnent of Nunavut.
W will be filing a correction to this final

witten subm ssion wth those nunbers anended. Thank

you.
THE CHAI R Agni co Eagle, Brad Arnstrong.
MR. ARMSTRONG Thank you, Madam Chair. And |
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can confirm WMadam Chair, that since we're | ooking at
it, I"'m-- the figures I'mlooking at are fromthe
docunent which your | egal counsel, M. Meadows,
referred to, which is the "Meliadine Mne Caribou
Movenent Mappi ng, Browni an Bridge Myvenent", and those
are where the correct figures are filed with the Board,
and also it's in this docunent that the heat maps that
M. Haney referred to, that they also cone out of this
docunent as well. [It's an Agnico Eagle docunent.

| just wanted to confirm M. Atkinson has given
evi dence about nonitoring and mtigation neasures and
made recommendati ons about changes in threshol ds.
M. Atkinson, | just wanted to confirmw th you just --
I think you'll agree with ne that the -- that you and
the Governnent of Nunavut are not actually engaged on a
regul ar basis or at all, really, with the on-site
nonitoring and mtigati on neasures and the deci sions
about when the threshol ds have been net and when the --
when t he shutdown shoul d occur of the road or the m ne.

You're not directly involved in that process, are you?

THE CHAI R: Gover nnent of Nunavut, Danie
Haney.
MR, HANEY: Thank you, Madam Chair.

Dani el Haney, CGovernnent of Nunavut.
No. W are not directly involved in those

deci sions. Thank you.
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THE CHAI R Agni co Eagle, Brad Arnstrong.
MR. ARMSTRONG Yes. Thank you, Madam Chair.
And | just wanted to confirmDr. Atkinson's

personal experience. | think you were on the site

visit earlier this week, Dr. Atkinson. Wen was the
|l ast tinme, other than that, that you were actually on
the ground at the mne to review cari bou novenent or

mtigation neasures, et cetera?

THE CHAI R Gover nment of Nunavut, Stephen
At ki nson.
MR,  ATKI NSON: Thank you, Madam Chair.

St ephen At ki nson on behal f of the Governnent of
Nunavut .

My last visit to Meliadine Mne was in -- | don't
recall exactly. It would have been probably 2015 or
so, around the tine the mne was going through a
review. Thank you.

THE CHAI R Agni co Eagl e, Brad Arnstrong.
MR. ARVSTRONG Thank you, Madam Chair.

And, M. Haney, if | could | ook at your
presentation. On Slide -- on Slide 11, you -- you
referred to recomendations for changes respecting the
current caribou protection neasures, and that's --

Yes. That slide is up on the Board, Madam Chair.

Your slide says: (as read)

To set interimgroup size and di stance
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t hreshol ds as recommended.
And then it says: (as read)

Devel op evi dence-based group-si zed threshol ds

and i ncrease the distance threshol ds.
In your subm ssion, as | understood it, the
recommendation is -- so right now, the threshold
distance is 5 kilometres fromthe mne and 100 netres
fromthe road, and if |I'mreadi ng your subm ssion
correctly, the governnment is recommendi ng that those
di stances, both of them both the m ne and the road,
shoul d increase right nowto 10 kilonetres. Am|
readi ng that right, or have you dropped that -- have

you dropped that recommendati on?

THE CHAI R Gover nnent of Nunavut, Danie
Haney.
MR. HANEY: Thank you, Madam Chair.

Dani el Haney, Governnent of Nunavut.

No, we have not dropped that recommendati on;
however, we are -- all of these topics we are
di scussing wth Agnico Eagle, and we hope to provide an
update on the status to the Board by the end of this

hearing. Yeah. W're trying to cone to an agreenent.

Thank you.
THE CHAI R Agni co Eagl e, Brad Arnstrong.
MR  ARMSTRONG Thank you, Madam Chair. Brad
Ar st r ong.
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When you say in your subm ssion -- when we talk
about evidence -- evidence-based thresholds, your
subm ssion -- and |I'm 1l ooking right now at your

subm ssion on page 21, and when it tal ks about

evi dence-based threshol ds -- have you got page --

page 21? So this is a table just summari zi ng your
recommendations, but it tal ks about using avail abl e
data i ncluding aerial survey data and ground-based
observations, and | presune the collar data as well.
But when you say -- when you tal k about evi dence-based
t hreshol ds, do you nmean based on -- | think it's true
that you nean based on detailed scientific analysis of
the data and review and concl usions, kind of |ike what
was -- is included in Coonmitnent 38. Are we -- | think
you'll agree with ne that's a very conprehensive
scientific analysis, and is it that kind of evidence
that -- is it that kind of evidence you're speaking of
whi ch shoul d be done to -- to set these threshol ds,

group size or distance?

THE CHAI R Gover nnent of Nunavut, Dani el
Haney.
MR, HANEY: Thank you, Madam Chair.

Dani el Haney, Governnent of Nunavut.

W'l | just take a nonent to confer and get back to
you. Thank you.
THE CHAI R St ephen At ki nson.
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MR ATKI NSON: Thank you, Madam Chair.
St ephen At ki nson on behal f of the Governnent of
Nunavut .

In answer to your question, | think it best if |
can give you an exanple of "evidence based" that would
illustrate some of these things.

W would like to introduce an exhibit, if we may.
It is a couple of graphs, which | can explain once
they've been -- if they're accepted.

THE CHAI R Nl RB | egal counsel.

Procedural Matters by Nunavut | npact Review Board Lega
Counsel

V5. MEADOWG: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Teresa Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut | npact
Revi ew Boar d.

M. Atkinson, before these are introduced, are
they information that is currently before the Board?
Have they been filed previously?

MR.  ATKI NSON: No. This has not been
previously submtted.

V5. MEADOWS: | woul d ask that we park that
for now because if it's newinformation that's not
previously been filed on the record, we nmay need to
have a caucus about that.

THE CHAI R Gover nment of Nunavut, Stephen
At ki nson. Dani el Haney.
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MR, HANEY: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Dani el Haney, CGovernnent of Nunavut.

In that case, we would like to defer this
question. Thank you.
THE CHAI R I"'mnot trying to | eave
suspense. |I'mlistening to the interpreter, and it
takes themlonger to talk in Inuktitut than in English,
so pl ease be patient. |If you can't hear them | can
hear them That's why | have an earpi ece.

Agni co Eagl e, Brad Arnstrong.

MR. ARMSTRONG Thank you, Madam Chair. Brad
Arnst rong.
Madam Chair, I'Il just put context to my question.

Agni co has provided the Board with evi dence about the
efficacy of the current caribou protection nmeasures on
t he ground and how t hey work and has provided you with
a nunber of docunents, including the caribou novenent
docunent, which | just referred to, and al so the very
detail ed anal ysis of cari bou novenent which was done in
col | aboration with the terrestrial advisory group, and
that is the Commtnent 38 report in which the -- the
conclusion was of that report, after analyzing all of
the collared cari bou data, that the cari bou were
actually noving -- their novenents were explai ned by
their desire to nove towards their preferred habitat

and that they were not significantly deterred by the --
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by the mne or the road, and we saw on M. Atkinson's
ani mati ons how the cari bou were crossing the road and
the mne site, et cetera.

So you have been provided with quite detailed
evi dence from Agni co Eagle, and when | ask the
Gover nnent of Nunavut what type of evidence they nean
when they say the threshol ds shoul d be "evi dence-based"”,
t hey apparently can't answer that question today.

And ny point is, Madam Chair, that when the
Governnent of Nunavut presents recomendati ons here --
THE CHAI R Nl RB | egal counsel.

Procedural Matters by Nunavut | npact Review Board Legal
Counsel

MS. MEADOWS: Thank you, Madam Chair.

Teresa Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut | npact
Revi ew Boar d.

| think that's a bit of an unfair characterization
of what just transpired. Governnent of Nunavut had
I ndi cated they wanted to provide an additional graphic
toillustrate the sanple, to provide an exanple, and
what | would ask is if you can just verbally describe
what you want to without -- w thout introducing an
addi tional graphic or a piece of evidence that was not
previ ously before the Board, please do so, but they did
not say that they could not answer the question.

So, Government of Nunavut, if you can just reply
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without the -- if you feel that you need the visual,
then we will park it, and we will have a discussion
about that, but if you can descri be what you nean by --
clarify what is neant by "evidence-based threshol ds"
verbal ly, please do so.
THE CHAI R Before we continue with
guestions to Governnent of Nunavut, we're going to take
a 15-m nute break.
( ADJ OURNMVENT)
THE CHAI R Continuing wth questions to
t he Governnent of Nunavut.

Gover nment of Nunavut, Daniel Haney.
MR. HANEY: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Dani el Haney, Governnent of Nunavut.

Before | respond to the question, | would like to
make a correction to sone text that | read off of
Slide 11. | was reading out of the terrestrial
envi ronment nonitoring and managenent plan, and |
m stakenly -- I will -- | will repeat the sentences,
but I will just give sone context. | mstakenly said
"l ess than 50" when it was supposed to be "greater
than". So just for the record, I wll reread those
sentences: (as read)

In Section 3.1.2, sensory disturbance, the

followng mtigation neasures are outlined:

Bl asting activities will not occur when
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cari bou herds, i.e., greater than 50 ani mal s,

are known to be within 5 kilonetres of the

m ne.

3.1.2.1, air traffic managenent: when flying

over |arge concentrations of caribou -- [in

brackets] 50 or nore individuals in close
proximty to one another [closed brackets] --

a 1,000 netre vertical and 1,500 netre

hori zontal distance fromthe herd is observed

whenever possi bl e.

[And finally] 4.2.1, action thresholds for

cari bou road utilization: For when a group

of caribou greater than or equal to 50 is

within 100 netres froma road, vehicle

traffic i s suspended.

Thank you. That's the end of my corrections.

And, additionally, I'm-- in response to another
question from Agnico Eagle regarding the GN s
I nvol venent in mtigation, our wildlife officers in
Rankin Inlet are actually involved in that nonitoring
and -- especially during the mgration peri od.

And finally getting to the -- the |last question,
the Governnent of Nunavut and the other nenbers of the
terrestrial advisory group dispute the claimthat
Comm tnent 38 has been resolved. Additionally, we have

attenpted to answer the question that was asked
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using -- presenting the type of evidence that was
requested --

THE CHAI R Dani el Haney.

MR. HANEY: Apol ogi es.

THE CHAI R You're going too fast. If you

can pl ease pause between sentences.
MR. HANEY: Apol ogies to the interpreters.
GN and the terrestrial advisory group dispute the
claimthat Comm tnent 38 has been resolved. W have
attenpted to answer the question presenting the type of
evi dence requested, and, additionally, we have deferred
this question.
And finally I wll pass it to Stephen Atkinson to
gi ve sonme context.
THE CHAI R St ephen At ki nson.
MR, ATKI NSON: Thank you, Madam Chair.

St ephen At ki nson on behal f of the Governnent of

Nunavut .
M. Arnmstrong, |I'mquite prepared to answer your
question. | was nerely wishing to introduce an exanpl e

because, in ny opinion, it was the best way to answer
that question. Certainly not being evasive. | hope |

do have anot her chance to answer that question. Thank

you.
THE CHAI R Agni co Eagle, Brad Arnstrong.
MR. ARMSTRONG Thank you, Madam Chair.
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And, yes, Dr. Atkinson certainly has an
opportunity now, if you're able, to answer the
guestion, and that is, in terns of the evidence that
shoul d be brought forward for thresholds, can you
expl ain what -- explain what you nean by
"evi dence- based" and the kind of evidence that should
be brought forward to support the threshol ds?

THE CHAI R: Gover nnment of Nunavut,
St ephen At ki nson.
MR, ATKI NSON: Thank you, Madam Chair.

St ephen At ki nson on behal f of the Governnent of

Nunavut .
As | nentioned previously, | -- | hope to be able
to introduce evidence to -- to give a conplete answer

to that question. Certainly, you nentioned

Comm tment 38 as being a form of evidence, and ny
col | eague, M. Haney here, nentioned -- or indicated
that the Governnent of Nunavut currently doesn't
consider that conm tnent conplete, and therefore that
evidence itself is not considered reliable for
techni cal reasons.

In ternms of other fornms of evidence, | am
referring to various sources of data, for exanple,
aerial surveys, road surveys, where caribou are
observed and recorded such as those who are conducted

by Agni co, height of |and surveys, behavioural studies,
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and al so a conbi nation of surveys that may be conducted
at different distances from m nes and road

i nfrastructure because we know, for exanple, that group
sizes of caribou, for exanple, may change with di stance
frominfrastructure as cari bou approach, for exanple,
roads. There is evidence that the -- the group sizes
may actually increase as they begin to sl ow down and --
and cluster.

So there are many reasons to anal yze those forns
of data and many ways of anal yzing those data, and we
have done simlar things at the Agnico Eagle M ne Wale
Tai | Meadowbank Conpl ex where we have adopted
dat abase -- data-driven group size thresholds that are
updat ed annual |y based on new observational data that
are col lected by Agnico Eagle and are reviewed every
year by that project's terrestrial advisory group. So
those are the types of things I'mreferring to. | have
a good exanple of why that is inportant in the case of
the Meliadine Mne, which, again, is part of our
deferred answer. Thank you.

THE CHAI R Agni co Eagl e, Brad Arnstrong.
MR. ARMSTRONG Thank you, Madam Chair.
Brad Arnstrong.

And ny next question is just to confirmthis,

that -- that -- Dr. Atkinson, that range of anal yses

that you're speaking of -- and we would include in that
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cari bou novenent studies, including the kinds of

studi es done in the Conmtnent 38 report -- are all
part of an evidentiary base. But | think you'll agree
with me that in -- in recomending that the distance

threshol ds for the current project should be noved from
5 kilonetres and a hundred netres for -- for the mne
and the road respectively out to 10 kilonetres. Now,
the Governnent of Nunavut has not provided the Board
with that evidentiary base to support this 10-kilonetre
proposal .

And ny suggestion to you is -- so, first, we don't
see that you've provided the evidentiary base for that
through all of those -- all of those sources, and,
secondly, to ask you to agree that when it cones to the
evidentiary base, wherever it is, that that is best to
be reviewed by the experts around the table at the
terrestrial advisory group and that, in fact, the --
the terrestrial environnent nmanagenent and mitigation
plan is up for review before the advisory group this
fall, and it's at that |evel that the evidence shoul d
be reviewed and these thresholds should be reviewed
rather than at the Board. Thank you, Madam Chair.

THE CHAI R Gover nnent of Nunavut,
St ephen At ki nson.
MR,  ATKI NSON: Thank you, Madam Chair.

St ephen At ki nson on behal f of the Governnent of
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Nunavut .

You nentioned that we have not provided evi dence
for -- for recommending a 10-kilonmetre threshold. In
fact, we do in our witten subm ssion. W do provide a
nunber of witten references, one of which is the study
of the caribou novenents around the Meadowbank Wal e
Tail conplex, particularly the all-weather access road,
whi ch i ndicates that caribou display changes in their
behavi our at distances of up to 17 kilonetres fromthat
road as they're noving across and m grating.

O her studies of northern-landscape-based nmi nes
show zones of influence around roads and ot her m ning
infrastructure in a simlar order of magnitude. So we
have provi ded evi dence, and the Governnent of Nunavut
has reconmended an interimincrease to 10 kil onetres
whil e the studies are done or "conpleted", | should
say, or -- or even conducted that are necessary to
eval uate what a project-specific threshold should be
because there will be differences between projects at
different parts of the country, and that is -- that is
evident in the literature.

So while we recognize that the TAG has a role in
reviewi ng and updating the -- the terrestrial ecosystem
managenent plan, the Governnent of Nunavut has proposed
interimincreases in the thresholds while that is being

done. Thank you.
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THE CHAI R Agni co Eagle, Brad Arnstrong.
MR. ARMSTRONG Thank you, Madam Chair.
Brad Arnstrong.

Just goi ng back to your aninmation, Dr. Atkinson.
You went through the various years to show the caribou
novenents, and | think you referred a nunber of tines
to 50 collars. But it's our understanding that, in
fact, the nunber of collars -- and you recall in your
ani mation, you -- you said that since 2019 the collared
cari bou had not passed through the Meliadi ne narrows,
and you'll renenber that the on-the-ground surveys had
I ndi cated that they had passed through the Meliadine
narr ows.

But | want to refer you to the nunber of collars
because -- and |I'm |l ooking at -- so you can have a
reference, it is a -- a docunent submtted by Agnico
Eagl e on May 23rd of this year, and it is called
“Addi tional Technical Questions Fromthe Kivalliq Inuit
Association". And in this docunent, one of the
guesti ons was about the nunber of collared cari bou.
And so on Table 3 -- and you may need sone tinme to go
and confirmthis. But on Table 3, in 2019 there were
82 collars. And then in each of the subsequent years
after that, quite a fewless collars, quite a few --
fewer collars, | think, is the way to put it. The

nunmbers | have are 2020, 60 collars; 2021, 36; 2022,
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45. And then we understand -- it's not on the table,
but we understand that in 2023 there are only 34. |
know t hat you didn't have 2023 in your -- in your
ani mat i on.

But could you confirmthat, in fact, the nunber of

collars has -- has been |lower than -- certainly |ower
than the 2019 year and then down as low as -- in

your -- in '21 and '22, 36 and 45? Thank you.

THE CHAl R Gover nment of Nunavut,

St ephen At ki nson.

MR,  ATKI NSON: Thank you, Madam Chair.
St ephen At ki nson on behal f of the Governnent of
Nunavut .

Two -- two responses. First of all, we would |ike
time to confirmthose nunbers, and it will take us sone
tinme to do that with our biologist who is responsible
for the collaring program

But I can confirmthat the nunber of collars does
go up and down the -- the -- we don't have the sane
nunber of active collars at any point in time, and this
IS because sone collars will electronically fail;
others will be -- wll fall off the caribou that they
are on, and, in sone cases, even the caribou that are
carrying themare -- may -- may, for sone reason, be
caught by a wolf or sonmething. So those collars becone

not part of our -- our novenent studies.
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Also, collars are -- new collars are put on
whenever funding is available, and as we all know,
funding is not always available. So the -- the target
of 50 is a -- is a-- is an objective, and we don't

al ways hit that objective, so the nunber of collars

will vary fromyear to year
THE CHAI R Dani el Haney.
MR. HANEY: Thank you, Madam Chair.

Dani el Haney, Governnent of Nunavut.

| also want to nention that we have been in the
process of changing our -- the type of collars that we
use, and we also recently added a geofencing feature
and increased the nunber of pings per day. So this
reduces battery life significantly. So -- yeah. Steve
nmenti oned the nunbers fluctuate. Thank you.
THE CHAI R Agni co Eagl e, Brad Arnstrong.
MR. ARMSTRONG Thank you, Madam Chair.
Brad Arnstrong.

And this is ny final question, Madam Chair. W

have heard -- and | think I -- | think that the
Governnent of Nunavut -- | think you' d agree that the
terrestrial advisory commttee is -- is

wel |l -represented in the sense that there are nmany
experts around the table: You, Dr. Atkinson; Dr. unn,
the expert biologist for Agnico Eagle, and al so

representatives of -- representatives for the hunters
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and trappers organization and the Kivalliqg Inuit

Associ ation that can bring | ocal know edge and I nuit
Quaj i maj atugangit to the -- to the process. | think
that the Governnent of Nunavut probably will agree with
me that it's a well-represented organization and is
functioning well.

Your proposal for -- and one of the purposes of
the advisory group is a continuous review of -- of
monitoring and mtigati on neasures, including the
cari bou protection neasures and the thresholds, and
then reporting back to the -- to the Board. | just
want to confirmwth you -- and | think you'll agree --
t hat your proposal to nove the current protection
nmeasures out to 10 kil onetres has not been brought
forward to the terrestrial advisory group for their
review and consideration. |t has not ever been an
agenda item It's never been brought forward as a
specific matter for the advisory group to consider.

And -- wll you agree with nme on that point?

THE CHAl R Gover nment of Nunavut,

St ephen At ki nson.

MR,  ATKI NSON: St ephen At ki nson on behal f of
t he Governnent of Nunavut.

You are correct.

THE CHAI R Agni co Eagle, Brad Arnstrong.
MR. ARMSTRONG Thank you, Madam Chair. Those
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are all of our questions.

Nunavut | nmpact Revi ew Board Staff Questions Governnent
of Nunavut

THE CHAI R Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board
staff, Tara Arko.

M5. ARKO Thank you, Madam Chair.

Tara Arko, Nunavut |npact Review Board staff.

Two qui ck questions, and we believe they can be
answered very -- with very concise answers. The first
one is within their final witten subm ssion Nunber 2:
(as read)

The Governnent of Nunavut requested a term

and condition that included a reference --

t he proponent commts such resources

necessary to ensure that sufficient collar

data are collected to assess the wind farms

effects on caribou within three years of its

operation as it is a proposed pl an.
So the question is, is the Governnent of Nunavut
requesting additional resources on top of what Agnico
Eagl e uses for the current project? Thank you, Madam
Chair.
THE CHAl R Gover nment of Nunavut.

St ephen At ki nson.
MR,  ATKI NSON: Thank you, Madam Chair.

St ephen At ki nson on behal f of the Governnent of
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Nunavut .

So the -- the short answer is the Governnent of
Nunavut was -- in this particular recomendati on, was
recommendi ng -- requiring sone assurance that the

resources necessary for this study woul d be avail abl e.
As you know, the Governnent has a collaring programfor
its own purposes which is regional managenent of herds,
but, in any given years, we heard the nunber of collars
goes up and down. So there's no guarantee that in a
t hree-year wi ndow, which is identified for the study of
the wwind farm that in that three-year w ndow the
gover nnment woul d necessarily have sufficient collars on
to undertake a study of the wind farm So what we are
seeking here is sone backstop that would be in the form
of a commtnent fromthe proponent to ensure that --
that regardl ess of the resources the Governnent has
that there will be resources to conplete that
particul ar study. Thank you.
THE CHAI R Nl RB staff, Tara Arko.
M5. ARKO Thank you, Madam Chair.
Tara Arko, Nunavut |npact Review Board staff.

And to follow up on our previous question, does
t he Governnent of Nunavut -- can they conment on
whet her the terrestrial advisory group is able to
achieve the goals for which it was recomended as a

forumto discuss updates to mtigation and nanagenent
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neasures for the terrestrial environnent? Thank you,
Madam Chai r.
THE CHAI R Gover nnent of Nunavut,
Dani el Haney.
MR. HANEY: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Dani el Haney, CGovernnent of Nunavut.
Thank you for the question, Tara. The terrestrial

advisory group is, as its nane inplies, an advisory

group. They're -- it is not a decision-making group.
And -- yeah. W abide by our terns of reference, and
it is-- and it is an effective group. It is a group
of experts; however, it is -- we do not believe it is

the proper avenue to resolve sonme of these inportant
I ssues. W believe they should be resol ved through
terms and conditions. Thank you.
THE CHAI R Nl RB staff, Tara Arko.
MS. ARKG Thank you, Madam Chair.
That's all the questions that we have at this
tinme.
Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board Chair Questions Governnent
of Nunavut
THE CHAI R: Questions fromthe Board.
| have a question. In your -- if the Governnent
of Nunavut can clarify. Wen you tal k about
evi dence- based and behavi oural nonitoring or studies,

can you clarify if what you nmean is that the current
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practices for caribou nonitoring -- fromwhat |
under st ood, the way Agnico Eagle does it is by head
count and not necessarily the group conposition.

Are you suggesting that the nonitoring of caribou
needs to be expanded to include things like visible
avoi dance behavi our or exhibition of stress, group
conposition? Can you explain what you nean when you
tal k about behavi oural nonitoring?

Gover nment of Nunavut, Stephen Atkinson.

MR, ATKI NSON: Thank you, Madam Chair.
St ephen At ki nson on behal f of the Governnent of
Nunavut .

Wth reference to Slide 11 where it indicates
conducti ng behavi oural novenent studies, Agnico Eagle
currently does behavi oural studies and has proposed to
continue to do those as part of the wind farm

managenent plan, and that does involve collecting

i nformati on on group conposition, age, and -- estimted
age, and sex. And also on -- on the behaviour of these
animals, how they respond to -- to the wind farm So

that is certainly what we're recommendi ng, yes.
THE CHAI R Any nore questions fromthe
Boar d?

Thank you for your presentation.

Continuing with intervenor presentations, now

we' || have the Kangiqliniq Hunters and Trappers
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Organi zation provide their intervention.
Noel Kal udj ak.

"Il ask that our |egal counsel swear or affirm
the next group of presenters and mark the exhibits so
that we can begin with presentations.

Nl RB | egal counsel.

Procedural Matters by Nunavut |npact Review Board Legal
Counsel

V5. MEADOWS: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Teresa Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut | npact
Revi ew Boar d.

If I can have the witnesses state and spell your
nanme for the record, please.

MR. KALUDJAK: Noel Kaludjak. Do | have to
spell nmy name too? N OE-L, Kaludjak, K-A-L-UDJ-AK
MR. Pl LAKAPSI : Roger Pil akapsi, RO GE-R
P-1-L-A-K-A-P-S-1.

NOEL KALUDJAK, ROGER PI LAKAPSI, Affirmed

V5. MEADOWS: Teresa Meadows, |egal counsel
for the Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board.

Those are ny procedural matters, Madam Chair.
Presentation by Kangiqliniq Hunters and Trappers
Organi zation
THE CHAI R Kangi gl inig Hunters and
Trappers Organi zati on, Noel Kal udj ak.

MR. KALUDJAK: Thank you, Madam Chair.
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Noel Kal udjak, Kangiqglinig Hunters and Trappers
Or gani zat i on.

Thank you so nmuch for taking tinme to listen to our
concerns and comments. It has been a good week. |
have learned lots, and |I still will |earn nore about
t he proceedi ngs of the Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board and
al so on the other organizations that cone here and talk
about their concerns and issues regardi ng expansi on of
the Agnico Eagle M ne Meliadi ne M ne.

Just for ny background, | have worked with
Keewatin Wl dlife Managenent Board as a chair in the
past, and | also worked with Nunavut wldlife advisory
board when Nunavut was being created. | have extensive
experience in these kind of neetings, and ny father was
also involved with a ot of these neetings in his tine.
I"'mnot saying | know a lot, but | have the experience.

And when | speak for ny people, for ny -- for ny
community, for ny region, for -- for the territory, |
speak with truth, and | expect everyone else to do the
same when they speak to us. | also speak with ny
father's spirit the way he wanted things to be done for
the land and the animals and t he people.

| met wwth the HTO board to nmake sure we stil
have the sane concerns and issues that were brought
forward before and now. The first concern we have is

ongoing, and it comes fromthe people and the Board.
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We have seen nore and nore helicopters operating in the
area, and we feel and see that they have di sturbed
wildlife; nore directly, the caribou. The hunters have
been having to go further and further in the sumrertine
to try and catch the -- the caribou to provide for
their famlies.

We feel the choppers flying too | ow and too often
are one of the causes for the caribou to be staying
further away fromthe communities. W would |like the
right departnents to look into this. | nentioned it
earlier to Transport Canada, and I'msure it wll be
put in record to investigate, to nake sure that
choppers are flying in properly regul ated areas and
hei ght .

W al so brought the concern of water
contam nation. W feel that the Meliadine Lake is
bei ng affected and the surroundi ng areas: the
Mel i adine River, small Meliadi ne Lake, Peter Lake,

D ane Lake, and Di ane River.

The | ocal people in Rankin Inlet use those areas
for fishing and water supply. Like | said earlier,
lnuit, we used to get water from Meli adine River. That
IS easier access to Elders to pick up water in jugs and
make our tea and cook wth it. But lately nore and
nore El ders nostly and the people cease to use that

wat er source for fresh water. W even choose to get
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water from Northern or Co-op, fromfiltered water. Now
we are getting water fromDiane River. It is not as
fresh due to many fish in that river. But it is okay.
W even stopped using the ice water from surroundi ng
areas in the wintertine as the Elders absolutely | ove
ice tea, ice water, the ice fromthe |akes. W have to
go to Thonpson Island area to get clean ice.

The next concern is -- is the road, which can be
corrected, | amsure; the all-weather road that |eads
fromRankin Inlet, the conmmunity, to the mne. The
cari bou do not have netal hooves enbedded in their
hooves |i ke horses. It is bare and natural. And there
are many sharp rocks fromthe quarries that is laid
al ong the road. And on the edge -- sone edges of the
road, there are very sharp rocks that -- that the
cari bou nmust wal k over to cross the road that injure
the cari bou hooves or feet or legs during their attenpt
to cross the road. And in sone areas, sone of the road
Is built too steep, especially for the younger cal ves,
to cross the road. In turn, it separates the nother
and the calf.

The pipeline that is being installed fromthe m ne
to the community of Rankin Inlet is in process, and
I -- we understand it will be operating in one to two
years, and we have been prom sed that the water going

through the pipes will be tested before it is dunped
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right at Itivia and during the dunping. That needs to
be official. The Kangiqglinig Hunters and Trappers
Associ ation highly recommends that be done properly.

There are anot her concern. There are a |ot of
boats, boat owners in Rankin Inlet that use the Itivia
area to launch their hunting boats. That is taken over
during the shipping season by ships unloading. It is
very extrenely inconvenient during those tines and
danger ous because we have famlies, hunters, children
that go over to Itivia to launch their boats.

Yes, we have one at the Johnson Cove that is
provided by the hamet. It is okay but not feasible.
That is, it's not built right. The one in Itivia that
we traditionally use is -- is very inconveni ent and
har nful and dangerous. |f Agnico Eagle can attenpt to
hel p us build a proper |aunch for the boats, it would
be very, very helpful for the community.

The | ocation of the windm ||l agreenment. Al week
we have been tal king about the windmIls, w nd turbines
that are being planned and the m ning conpany which is
to build -- install them W -- we support their need
to create environnent -- environnental friendly power
source. W feel that if they are installed on the
north end at the mning site, mning canp, they wl|
have a diverse effect on the mgrating caribou herd,

the mgrating birds, and nesting birds in that area.
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They will be -- they will -- they are planning to
buil d 300-netres-high wind turbine. R ght nowit seens
i ke a great idea, but when reality hits and they are
actually installed, it will be a different story
because they wll diversely affect the mgrating
cari bou herds and di srupt their natural habitat, in

turn which affects our main food source and |iveli hood.

The HTO is still pushing, recomendi ng, hoping
they will -- that -- that wind turbines wll be
installed in the Subblu area. First of all, that area

is | east used by humans, by animals, and other things
that mght be in that area. Also, if they are
installed in the Subblu area, positive effects. You
can hire local people to help and learn to instal
them You can hire apprentices, and they can learn to
install themon their own in the future and operate
them You can also install themin Subblu area to
provi de sone power source, good energy source to the
community in the future. W are thinking in the

| ong-term plan, not a short-termplan |ike you are
hoping to build at the canp area. Rankin Inlet could
be one of the first in Nunavut to have windm Il for
their community. |t would be such a great thing for
the community and the territory and Canada and the
worl d. The Kangigliniq hunters and trappers

association -- organization -- sorry -- will continue
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to push for that Subblu area |ocation.

Those are our highlights, points, and
presentation. |I'msorry | do not have a Power Poi nt
because it's distracting. Thank you.

THE CHAI R Thank you to the Kangiqgliniq
Hunters and Trappers Organi zati on for your
present ati on.

Now to questions fromthe intervenors. Any
questions fromthe registered intervenors?

Nunavut Tunngavik -- Kivalliq Inuit -- Nunavut
Tunngavi k | ncor porated, Gabriel Nirlungayuk.

MR. NI RLUNGAYUK: Thank you. The hunters and
trappers organi zation, we'd |like to thank them for
their presentation. And thank you for allowing us to
under stand how you think and what you think. So |

i ked that -- that presentation very nmuch. | hope it
becones part of the NIRB' s decisions and to the
Governnent of Canada's departnent of environnent as
wel | .

THE CHAl R Kivalliqg Inuit Association,
Lui s Manzo.

MR, MANZO Kivalliqg Inuit Association,
Lui s Manzo.

Thank you to the HTOin the Kivalliq for the
presentation. Kivalliqg Inuit Association will be

wor king to get better with the -- with the HTO and - -
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and the goals of the hunters. Thank you.
THE CHAI R Gover nnent of Nunavut,
Daniel -- no -- no questions?

Crown- I ndi genous Rel ations or federal governnent
depart nent s?
MR. DEVWAR: Quj annam i k, Madam Chai r.
Spencer Dewar, Crown-I|ndi genous Rel ati ons and Northern
Affairs Canada.

The Governnent of Canada has no questions. Thank
you for the presentation.
THE CHAI R Sayi si or Northlands Dene
First Nation? No questions?

At habasca Dene? No questions?

Agni co Eagl e, Manon Turnel.
M5. TURMEL: Manon Turnel, Agnico Eagl e.
We have no questions. Thank you.
Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board Staff Questions Kangiqliniq
Hunters and Trappers Organi zati on
THE CHAI R Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board
staff, Tara Arko.
M5. ARKO Thank you, Madam Chair.
Tara Arko, Nunavut | npact Review Board staff.

One qui ck question to follow up, and the sane as
we' ve been with the other parties on the terrestrial
advi sory group to seek coments on whet her the

terrestrial advisory group is able to achieve the goals
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which it was intended as being a forumto di scuss
updates to mtigation and nanagenent neasures for the
terrestrial environnment. Thank you, Madam Chair.

THE CHAI R Kangi gl i nig Hunters and
Trappers Organi zati on, Noel Kal udjak.

MR. KALUDJAK: Thank you, Madam Chair.

Noel Kal udjak, Kangiqgliniqg Hunters and Trappers

Or gani zat i on.

Pl ease ask your question again. Roger didn't
conpl etely understand what you said. Thank you.
THE CHAI R NI RB staff, Tara Arko.

MS. ARKO Thank you, Madam Chair.
Tara Arko, Nunavut |npact Review Board staff.

Have you found the terrestrial advisory group
effective and a forumfor discussion of mtigation
noni tori ng nmeasures? Thank you, Madam Chair.

THE CHAI R: Kangi gl inig Hunters and
Trappers Organi zati on, Noel Kal udjak.

MR. KALUDJAK: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Noel Kal udj ak, Kangiqgliniq Hunters and Trappers

Or gani zat i on.

Thank you for your question. W totally agree
with and how it works. Thank you.

THE CHAI R NI RB staff, Tara Arko.
M5. ARKO Tara Arko, Nunavut | npact
Revi ew Board staff. Thank you, Madam Chair.
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That's all of the staff questions at this tine.
Nunavut | nmpact Revi ew Board Panel Questions Kangiqliniq

Hunt ers and Trappers Organi zation

THE CHAl R: Questions fromthe Board.
Quy Alikut.
VR, ALI KUT: Thank you, Madam Chair.

GQuy Ali kut, N RB board nenber.

| just have one question in regards to the
waterline. Is it -- do you think the -- the waterline
Is too -- too far, or it won't be as effective because
it's too far away?

There are no wind farns yet, but -- there -- there
are no wind farnms yet nor any effective power
generators.

THE | NTERPRETER: W didn't really catch what he
was sayi ng.

THE CHAI R: Kangi gl inig Hunters and
Trappers Organi zati on, Roger Pil akapsi .

MR Pl LAKAPSI : Thank you, Chair. Rankin
Inlet hunters and trappers, Roger Pil akapsi.

| didn't quite get the | ast sentence. But ny
mc -- my ear piece -- sorry -- nmy ear piece was quite
stati cky.

But | would like to thank all the guys who -- who
did the caribou survey, keeps us -- the whole Kivalliq

i nformed, and the studies, what pattern they go
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t hrough, and how -- how it affects the -- the --

the winter route they take is always going to be
different. So that's one thing. Like, we wouldn't
know how many they are, like, in one herd. There could
be t housands and thousands of them But -- but when
you guys are doing the surveys, it nakes a | ot easier

to put the nunbers on the table, on the paper.

Sanme thing with the water survey. It's -- like,
we wouldn't -- like, if I was just a regular person
here in Rankin Inlet, | would have no idea what's going

on at the mning canp or what they're discharging or
what -- what they're doing. But | would like to thank
Agnico informng the community, the whole -- the people

on the roundtable that they' re expl ai ni ng everything

the way they are. | would thank you, Agnico.
MR, KALUDJAK: Thank you, Madam Chair.
To respond to the board nmenber -- |I'm

Noel Kal udjak, Kangiqgliniqg Hunters and Trappers
Or gani zat i on.

In response to Guy Alikut board nenber's questi on,
| do not have the details. Your question is a good
guestion. But |I'msure they have the resources to
install transm ssions along the way. That's anot her
guestion beside it. Maybe they have enough w re that
is large enough to supply enough voltage to go from

this area, Subblu, to the mne site. |'"m sure sone --
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sone expert here has the answer to that question.

Thank you.
THE CHAI R Nl RB board nenber, Guy Alikut.
MR. ALl KUT: Thank you. N RB board nenber.

Yes. Yes. There's probably -- there's probably
experts -- if | ever hear that there's any experts in
here, I'll go to themand find out nyself. Thank you.
That's all the questions that | have.

THE CHAl R Any nore questions fromthe
Boar d?

Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board Chair Questions Kangiqliniq
Hunters and Trappers Organi zation

THE CHAI R | just have a coupl e of
guestions. The Governnent of Nunavut showed an

ani mati on of the Qamanirjuaq cari bou noving close to
the mne site, and based on what they showed with the
collar data, the caribou didn't go through the "sadlik"
area, | think, is what you guys called it.

Can the Kangiqgliniq Hunters and Trappers
Organi zati on comment on whether the harvesting
practices around Meliadi ne Lake have changed?

Noel Kal udj ak.

MR KALUDJAK: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Noel Kal udjak, Kangiqgliniqg Hunters and Trappers
Organi zat i on.

When St ephen Atkinson fromthe Governnent of
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Nunavut made the presentation and did those slides, |
had said what we have said all along is shown in
digital form Yes, we have seen a | ot of changes,
obviously. |If there's sonmething built in the way of
the mgration route, the caribou will change their
mgration route and their -- and their novenent around
Rankin Inlet. W have noticed that the caribou has

nmoved nuch closer to Rankin Inlet during their

mgration, and they -- they noved quite a bit to the
Chesterfield Inlet area this -- this sumrer.
W saw a |l ot of changes. This -- this sumrer was

t he bi ggest change we saw in the mgration and
harvesting of caribou this year and also in D ane River
area and informati on bei ng shared anong hunters and
fam |ies about the changes in the caribou in this area.
Thank you.
THE CHAI R: Al so, can you explain or
clarify if the Kangiglinig Hunters and Trappers
Organi zation has support, financial or otherw se, to do
their own nonitoring or studies to help address their
concerns?

Noel Kal udj ak.
MR. KALUDJAK: In this -- sorry. Thank you
Madam Chair. Noel Kal udjak, Kangiqliniq Hunters and
Trappers Organi zati on.

W have two nonitors along the all-weather road
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that reports to hunters and trappers organi zati on.
They are only on the eight -- eight -- all-weather road
and to report any animal activities around -- around
that road. Oher than that, there is no other funding
to provide Kangiglinig Hunters and Trappers
Organi zation to nonitor the caribou. Thank you.
THE CHAI R And | just have one nore
question. During -- throughout the hearing, we've
heard different interventions about the | ocation of the
wi nd farm and proposed mtigation neasures from Agnico
Eagl e, other intervenors, and one of themfromthe
Gover nnment of Nunavut about making the distance
further, the 10-kilonetre boundary of the different
mtigation neasures that have been presented so far
around the area of the proposed wind farmcloser to the
mne site. Do you -- do you think any of those
proposed neasures woul d address the Kangiglinig Hunters
and Trappers Organi zation's concern about the proposed
| ocation of the wind farn? Has your position changed,
or is it still the same?

Noel Kal udj ak.
MR. KALUDJAK: Thank you, madam speaker.
Noel Kal udjak, Kangiqglinig Hunters and Trappers
Organi zat i on.

Thank you for your question. W -- we would have

to bring it to the Board first, and it has to be
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official. W cannot answer it right off the top of our
heads right now W would have to bring it to the
Board before we can reply. Thank you.

THE CHAI R Thank you to the Kangigliniq
Hunters and Trappers Organi zati on for your
presentati on.

We're going to continue with intervenor
presentations. There's a couple nore. Now to the
conbi ned presentation fromthe Sayisi Dene First Nation
and Northl ands Denesuline First Nation.

"Il ask that our |egal counsel swear or affirm
the next group of presenters and mark the exhibits so
that we can begin with presentations.

Nl RB | egal counsel.

Procedural Matters by Nunavut |npact Review Board Legal
Counsel

MS. MEADOWS: Thank you, Madam Chair

Teresa Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut | npact
Revi ew Boar d.

So, Madam Chair, while the witnesses get settl ed,
let the record show that I am marking the hard copy
presentations that are about to be presented as the
next two exhibits in this public hearing.

EXH BIT 40 - Hard Copy Power Poi nt

Presentation, “Sayisi Dene First Nation and

Nor t hl ands Denesul i ne First Nati on”
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(Denel/ Engl i sh)
EXH BIT 41 - Hard Copy Power Poi nt
Presentation, “Sayisi Dene First Nation and
Nort hl ands Denesuline First Nation”
(I'nuktitut/English)
M5. NMEADOWS: And if | can have the
Wi t nesses state and spell your nane for the record,
pl ease.
MR. CHRANOWEKI : Thank you. Dan Chranowski
with Matrix Solutions on behalf of Sayisi and
Nort hl ands Denesuline First Nations.
D-A-N, first nane; |ast nane, Chranowski,
CHRANOWSK-I.
V5. NMEADOWS: If you can state and spel
your nane for the record, please.
MR, DENECHEZHE: Thank you.
My nane is Benjam n Denechezhe, B-E-N-J-A-MI-N,
Denechezhe, D-E-N-E-CGHE-Z-HE
MR, BUSSI DOR: Carl with a CGA-RL, mddle
nane's Geoffrey, GE-OF-F-RE-Y;, last nane is
Bussidor, B-U-S-S-I-DDOR Thank you
DAN CHRANOWSKI, BENJAM N DENECHEZHE, and CARL GEOFFREY
BUSSI DOR, Affirnmed
M5. NEADOWS: Ter esa Meadows, | egal counse
for the Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board.

Madam Chair, those are all my procedural matters.
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Presentation by Sayisi Dene First Nation and Northl ands
Denesuline First Nation (Sayisi Dene First Nation and
Nort hl ands Denesuline First Nation)
THE CHAI R Sayi si Dene and Nort hl ands
Dene First Nation. Wuo's going to start the
presentation?

Dan -- Dan Chranowski. Geoff Bussi dor.
MR. BUSSI DOR: Yes. (Good afternoon. [|'m
Geof f Bussidor from Tadoul e Lake, Manitoba, a Sayi si
Dene First Nation nenber, part of the Ghotel nene
K' odti neh Dene.

|"mproviding a joint presentation today for the
Sayi si Dene and the Northlands Denesuline First Nation,
but Benji is going to be providing a presentation
too, so ... And then Dan Chranowski, our wildlife
bi ol ogist, wll also provide sonme comments and
guestions -- or he will have a presentation, technica
aspects of our presentation.

| live in Tadoul e Lake, which you can see on the
picture here -- it's a caribou going by -- taken out
froma place called Rock Island doing sone ice fishing.
Community's on the caribou wi nter range of the
Qamani rjuaq cari bou herd.

My col | eague here, Benjam n Denechezhe, is a
menber of the Northlands Denesuline First Nation from

Lac Brochet, which is west of our community about a
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hal f-hour flight by plane. Oher nenbers of our review
team There's Kelly O son, |egal counsel, Myers LLP
from W nni peg, and Dan Chranowski from Matri x Sol utions
fromthe Brandon area west of Wnnipeg. And | also
have a brother here, Ernie Bussidor. He's sitting in
the -- in the Elders' forumthere. And one young
menber, |'mnot sure where he is, but Kyle dipping.

Oh, yeah. W also have the Northlands El ders here,
Napol eon Denechezhe, Modest -- Councill or

Modest Ant sanen, and Tom Shaoul |l i e.

The caribou -- the Qamanirjuaq caribou herd, which
we've shared with the Inuit and other indigenous
peopl es for many generations, still do cone down, and
we hear that they're down into Manitoba already.

One of the things that | noticed that wasn't
menti oned during all the presentations was this year
was really bad for fires. And inmgine being an ani mal
and having to -- to breathe in all that snoke and --
and, you know, existing like that. It's -- it's -- it
woul d be hard on the animals. There's caribou, npose,
bears and other wildlife, birds. And I'mpretty sure

there's going to be sone sort of effect fromthose

fires. | just wanted to nention that.
Before talking to the -- before starting to talk
about the project we're discussing today, | would Iike

to thank Nunavut | npact Review Board for the
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opportunity to present to you today and the
interpreters for their essential work helping us to
comuni cate with each other. Next slide, please.

In this presentation, we will provide infornmation
on the following itens on behalf of both First Nations:
background on why we are participating in the review of
this project, characteristics of the project proposal
that are concerning to us, Agnico Eagle's responses to
our concerns, issues that are resolved with comm tnents
made by Agni co Eagl e, remaining concerns that have not
yet been addressed adequately from our perspective,
actions required to address our renmining concerns, our
recommendati ons to the Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board.

I n our presentation today, we have tried to
i ncorporate new i nformati on provided by Agnico Eagle in
their response to our witten -- final witten
subm ssion to the NIRB. Next slide, please.

For thousands of years, our First Nations have
har vest ed Qamanirjuaq cari bou throughout our
traditional territory in what is now Nunavut, Manitoba,
Saskat chewan, and the Northwest Territories. The
exi stence, culture, and rights of our people are deeply
connected to the caribou and its habitat. Any harmto
the caribou is harmto the Dene. For the people that
represent the Sayisi Dene, back before we were

rel ocated, we lived and continued to |live by noving on
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a seasonal pattern follow ng the novenents of the
Qamani rjuag herd until the 1950s.

My not her was born in Edehon Lake. W call it
"Edol a Tue". And now today's Septenber the 16th. She
was born on Septenber 29th out there. That's 13 days
away fromtoday. And | was just inmagining ny
grandnot her wal king all the way out there. There
woul dn't have been any snow nmachi nes, airplanes back in
1931. That's the way people were, travelling on the
| and even though they were pregnant, going through the
water and all the tundra. That was a whil e ago.

The Sayisi Dene way of life was interrupted when
we were forcibly relocated by governnment to Churchil
in 1956. This decision was based on gover nnent
m si nformati on about the health of the herd. Although
t he Sayisi Dene continue to live with the trauma of
rel ocati on, our people returned to the land in 1973
once again to live and use the -- and harvest caribou
t hroughout our traditional territory.

We are participating in this review to make sure
that any potential negative inpacts to caribou are
fully understood and prevented. W know that even
smal |l inpacts or changes in one spot can build up over
time and cause serious problens for the herd. These
I npacts or changes affect not only ny rights but also

the rights of my children and grandchil dren and beyond.
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It is inportant to note that in the letter fromthe
Nunavut | npact Review Board in January of 2022, the
m nister of northern affairs confirnmed that Canada
acknow edges the Section 35 rights of Sayisi Dene
First Nation and Northlands Dene First Nation in
Nunavut. The mnister highlighted the Board's
responsibility to consider the potential inpacts of
projects on these rights and interests.

The First Nations are also provided a right to be
heard at the Nunavut I|npact Review Board under the
Nunavut agreenent. W also have a right to be
consul ted on any decision by the Crown that could
possi bly have an adverse effect on our aboriginal
treaty rights. Next slide, please.

To summari ze, the main reasons we are presenting
our concerns here today are caribou have been central
to the existence of our First Nations for thousands of
years and continue to be crucial to our ability to
mai ntain our culture and way of life and to provide
food security for our people. Caribou are central to
t he exercise of our aboriginal and treaty rights.

Any negative inpacts of devel opnent on Qamanirj uaq
caribou or the herd's habitat are a concern to us for
reasons that include the size of the herd has been
decreasing for nore than two decades, additiona

activities that create negative inpacts to the
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Qamani rjuaq caribou or the herd' s habitat that may
reduce the ability of the herd to stay strong and
healthy. Further declines in the caribou herd could
affect our culture, our way of life, our food security,
and our aboriginal and treaty rights to harvest

cari bou. Sone aspects of the proposed project are of
concern to us because of their potential negative
effects on caribou. And we wll outline these concerns

and reasons for our concern.

| wll pass this over to ny coll eague here,
Benj am n Denechezhe, to continue -- or is it Dan?
Ckay.
THE CHAI R Dan Chr anowski .
MR, CHRANOWBKI : Thank you, Madam Chair. | am

Dan Chranowski, the wildlife biologist advisor on
behal f of Sayisi Dene and Northl ands Denesul i ne
First Nations.

My notes say | should say "good day", and | guess
we still have daylight, but it's alittle bit later in
the day than | -- | mght have just said maybe good
early eveni ng.

I'"d like to -- before | proceed, to reference a
guestion that | asked in clarification to Agnico Eagl e
on Friday, Septenber 15th, regardi ng Agnico Eagle's
col l ared cari bou presentation. | nentioned -- |

referenced to Slide 9. | should have said "Slide 11"
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as that's the slide that referred to the cari bou
di stribution on May 31st of 2023. Thank you.

Based on our review of the project docunents and
t hrough the technical process, we have identified areas
of concern with the Meliadi ne extension proposal as it
rel ates to cari bou.

First, there has been a recent significant change
to caribou distribution since 2015. The current
I ncreased cari bou presence and cari bou distribution
changes were not anticipated by Agnico Eagl e.

Second, the proposed wind farmhas created a high
| evel degree of uncertainty about potential |ong-term
sensory inpacts to cari bou especially during
post-cal ving and m gration.

Third, the Discovery road waterline structure
coul d change nornmal novenent patterns of caribou during
their post-calving mgration, especially as it relates
to the southeast Ml iadine Lake caribou water crossing,
and interrupt possibly access to key feeding areas and
habi t at .

Fourth, the group size and distance threshol ds and
Agni co Eagle's current caribou protection neasures may
not ensure that nost of the caribou interacting with
the Meliadine Mne infrastructure are exposed to these
pr ot ecti on measur es.

Finally, fifth, the Commtnent 38 anal ysis of
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cari bou novenents did not seemto address or explain
the speed and the direction of caribou novenents
approachi ng or upstreamof the road of the -- of the
al | -weat her access road and cari bou novenents | eaving
or downstream of the all-weather access road. The
anal ysi s conclusions did not seemto support
observations fromthe Governnment of Nunavut cari bou
ani mati on maps or even |lnuit Elder feedback that

I ndi cates cari bou approach and | eave the road in
different -- the road affects their approachi ng and
| eaving of the road. Next slide, please.

For our Concern Nunber 1, reassessing their inpact
predi ctions and significance determ nati ons because of
the increased caribou presence near the m ne, Agnico
Eagl e i ndi cated they had provi ded sone assessnents --
addi tional assessnents related to caribou habitat
sel ection and nmaps of caribou distribution during
cal ving, post-calving, and sunmer near the m ne between
2012 and 2022, yet Agnico Eagle maintains that their
predi cti ons nade nine years ago in 2014 and the current
other -- other analysis still supports the concl usion
that sensory disturbance to caribou mgration is |ow
and nonsignificant. W do not agree with those aspects
of the 2022 environnental inpact statenent addendum or
the additional assessnents. They're not supported by

the anal ysis so far.
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Based on i npact assessnent nethods, sone
fundanental issues were, well, relied on in certain
ways that nade it difficult for Agnico Eagle to change
their predictions. There's a heavy reliance upon the
2014 final environnmental inpact assessnent, and there's
a few changes in the inpact predictions and
significance in the 2022 final inpact assessnent --
statement -- excuse ne.

As well, the 2022 final environnental i npact
statenment relies quite strongly on habitat changes to
predi ct inpacts and significant determ nation.

Exi sting conditions are also -- well, they have changed
in caribou distribution and presence. And specifically
cari bou water crossings don't have -- they don't exi st
as a primary pathway. 1In fact, there was no change in
any of the primary pathways for caribou in the

2022 inpact statenment. Agnico Eagle should have pl aced
nore enphasis on -- on the baseline conditions that
have changed since their studies back in 20 -- 2008 and
2009, and val ued ecosystem conponents coul d possibly
have been added in this assessnent.

In addition, Agnico Eagle relied heavily on their
belief that current mtigation activities are effective
and -- and are mtigating everything that they believe
are -- is -- are inpacts. Those -- those inplicate --

they inplicate and cascade down into nmeki ng deci sions
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about inpacts. In inpact assessnent nethodol ogy, you
have neasurenent endpoints and then assessnent

endpoi nts. If things don't change in the pathway
process, that can affect the endpoint assessnent.

Agni co Eagle only uses caribou in general as a val ued
ecosystem conponent, but it's possible to use other
ecosystem conponents such as the cal ving range or
post-cal ving range, and so these were not identified,
especially, for exanple, caribou water crossings.

Because of sone of these Iimtations that Agnico
Eagl e have i nposed on the assessnent, the results of
the -- the inpact predictions and significance -- well,
they didn't change. Very minor things were -- were
identified. For exanple, on page 189, the increnental
i npact and indirect effects -- excuse ne. Maybe ||
start that again.

W di sagree with the statenent on page 189.
Incremental direct and indirect effects are both
approxi mately less than 1 percent at the scale of a
Qamani rjuaq herd post-cal ving range. Governnent of
Nunavut col |l ared caribou ani mati on maps presented to
the Board so increased in |longer-termcaribou presence
during the post-calving and sunmer peri ods.

And Agnico Eagle's May 23rd, 2023, response to
Gover nment of Nunavut's additional technical questions

i ndicate that cunul ative increnental and direct effects
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to caribou may now be 9.6 to 10 percent of a change
over the life of the mne. W believe that is an

I nportant change fromthe 2022 addendum Al so, on
page -- Table 6.6.8 in which the increnmental magnitude
for the effects pathway disruption or alteration of
mgration routes fromthe presence of the mne or from
mne-related activities is indicated as | ow

Governnent of Nunavut cari bou novenent ani mation
maps i ndicate collared caribou do not cross at the
narrows crossing next to the mne footprint since 2018.
This is a potential negative inpact fromthe m ne
footprint, and this reality was not used by Agnico to
assess significance for the proposed extended |life of
the m ne.

Wil e there has been sonme anal ysis of col oured
cari bou habitat selection from2012 to 2022, the
limtation of maki ng an assessnent is that the cari bou
effect's study area is so large it dilutes the inpacts.
They always are less. It is our opinion that if
basel i ne conditions were established with current
cari bou presence and distribution and if existing
condi tions were assessed as far as the effectiveness of
mtigation neasures currently used, the inpact
predi ctions and significant determ nations for caribou,
their results would be very different in a major way

fromthe 2022 final environmental inpact statenent.
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For Concern Nunber 2 regarding the proposed w nd
farm Agnico Eagle produced visual wind farm
pictures -- you see themon the wall in the far corner
there -- a wind farm managenent plan, a proposed
cari bou nonitoring study, pre-construction pictures of
the habitat where the turbines will be placed, an
alternate wind farmlocation analysis, |ow frequency
noi se assessnent for the wnd farm-- w nd turbines,
and provided a wwnd farmtour to Quebec, and Agnico
Eagl e conmmtted to shut down the turbines when cari bou
are within 5 kilonetres of the mne. And we thank
Agni co Eagle for this additional information.

But we note this was -- all of this information I
just listed was significantly absent fromthe 2022
final environnmental inpact assessnent statenent. This
substantial |lack of detail caused us to have high
| evel s of concern about the proposed wi nd farm
Addi tional information has only increased our concerns.
For exanpl e, based on the Agnico Eagle -- did I do
that? Ckay.

Based on the Agnico Eagle wi nd turbine visual
presentation as you see on the pictures in the back, it
appears that caribou will see rotating wi nd turbines at
di stances greater than 5 kilonmetres. The wind farm if
placed in its current |ocation, would be observed from

the north end of Meliadine Lake by post-cal ving cari bou
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cows and cal ves, which is over 17 kil onetres away,
because the current protection neasures only kick in at
5 -- recommended ones wll only kick in at

5 kilonetres. |f caribou nmay decide to avoid the w nd
turbines at distances greater than 5 kil onetres, then
mtigation is too late. High-quality habitat on the
el evated areas preferred by caribou to escape insects
and to travel will be permanently altered by the w nd
turbine constructions. W have requested alternate

| ocations to be | ooked at, yet the actual existing
footprint was not a -- not a consideration.

The Raglan wind turbine tour only reinforced, to
me, that turbines do -- turbines do emt a noise that
will be unfamliar to caribou and will be seen from
di stances greater than 5 kilonetres. The tour did not
al l eviate nmy concerns about w nd turbines and their
effects to caribou.

As nmentioned by Environnent Canada earlier today,
t hey support industry |ooking at reducing greenhouse
gas em ssions and replacing wth renewabl e energy, yet
the statenent was that it nust be balanced with
potential negative inpacts. W believe that Agnico
Eagl e has not placed enough enphasis on that bal ance.
Qur thought -- thoughts towards that in a neani ngfu
way i s our opinion that the enphasis on this wnd farm

is too strong and not bal ancing. The reduction of
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gr eenhouse gas em ssions fromthis wind farmw | not
stop all greenhouse gas em ssions fromthis
devel opnent .

From a Canadi an perspective, it is mnor em ssions
conpared to large industries down south. The use of
thi s greenhouse gas em ssion reduction by using w nd
farms is really not the right type of technol ogy and
not in the right location. Wth the current scientific
uncertainty, Agnico Eagle has not satisfied the burden
of proof that wind farmmtigation neasures wl|l
prevent adverse inpacts to caribou. They have not
applied the precautionary principle, and therefore this
hi gh | evel of uncertainty of inpacts, in our opinion,
requires a high level of avoidance. Placing the w nd
farmin the post-calving range of cari bou when cows and
calves are at the nost vulnerable tinme is a risk that
shoul d be avoi ded.

For Concern Nunber 3 regarding the Di scovery road
waterline structure, Agnico Eagle provided a D scovery
road waterline schematic profile and have a vi sua
pi cture of the proposed waterline near the road;
however, there is -- there is no specific plans by
Agnico Eagle to mtigate the inportant caribou water
crossing at the southeast of Mliadine Lake. Agnico
Eagl e maintains that the existing caribou protection

measures wll be sufficient.
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And, as well, we have asked about the waterline
markers to allow us to assess the potential for caribou
defl ection. Those -- sone of those details are stil
m ssing. So we are not convinced that the conclusion
of existing mtigation for the -- the D scovery road
wat erline and the sout heast Meliadi ne Lake water
caribou crossing will be sufficient. The southeast
Mel i adi ne waterline crossing has been identified to
Agni co Eagle by Inuit Elders, our own Denesuline and
Dene people, and other interested parties with
the result of still no specific mtigation neasures in
pl ace for this inportant caribou crossing.

Col | ared cari bou al so appeared to have ceased
using the narrows crossing. Because of this inportant
cari bou crossing, we believe a proactive study by
Agni co Eagle of this crossing would help to better
understand the potential inpacts that may be affecting
cari bou response before devel opnent occurs.

For Concern Nunber 4, that -- yeah. Excuse ne.
"Il start again. For Concern Nunber 4 regarding the
group size and distance thresholds for caribou
mtigation protection, we indicated they're not
adequate. Agnico Eagle maintains that there is no
evi dence to change cari bou protection neasures. They
say that distance thresholds are effective as no

cari bou have been identified or died; however, we are
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not convi nced by Agnico Eagle's conclusions. Current
cari bou protection neasures are not mnimzing sensory
di sturbance inpacts to a |large proportion of the

cari bou herd near Meliadine. Goup size thresholds do
not mnimze sensory disturbance to small caribou group
sizes. Agnico Eagle's own caribou behaviour studies in
the 2022 annual report indicate that small cari bou

si zes do show nore di sturbance response than | arger

gr oups.

The 2022 final environnental inpact statenent on
page 169 indicates that annual caribou exposure to the
m ne averages -- averages one day per year. Agnico
Eagl e says the effects to caribou would be | ow or
negligi ble, but the length of caribou exposure to m ne
infrastructure has increased fromthat average of one
day to 30 days annually. If this trend continues over
the life of the mne instead of -- instead of one day
annually, it becones a total of 570 days of exposure
over the next 19 years if the extension proposal is
approved. This is a significant change fromthe
original assessnent. As well, caribou injuries or
deaths are not the only nethod to neasure if caribou
protection neasures are adequate.

For Concern Nunber 5 regarding the Conmtnent 38
anal ysis of caribou novenents, since the terrestrial

advi sory group nmenbers participated in the caribou
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novenent study design, Agnico Eagle says their

comm tnent to cari bou novenent analysis is conplete and
have not commtted to additional analysis; however,
Sayi si Northlands First Nation are not convinced that
all types of analysis have been exhausted. Agnico
Eagle's Commtnent 38 is not fully resolved in our

m nd.

Wile | was involved in this study design on
behal f of Sayisi and Northlands -- and at the tine
there was no concern regardi ng the study design -- when
seeing the final report, further review, in ny mnd,

I ndi cates that certain aspects have confounded the
interpretation of the results.

One of the nmain issues is that they have indicated
that there's a wide variation in individual caribou
response, and small sanple sizes have Iimted the
certainty of the study conclusions. [In our opinion,

t he anal ysis of caribou novenents approaching the

all -weather road are upstreamin the all-weather road,
and those caribou novenents | eaving the all-weather
access road downstream [|If this analysis was done
better, it would increase the clarity to us about the
exi sting conditions so that we can then conpare that to
conditions after the waterlines are installed. And
this analysis mght also explain conflicting

i nformation raised by the caribou ani mati on naps and
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the Inuit feedback given to Agnico Eagle to this point
about caribou novenents near the road. And we
understand there is discussions occurring currently
with interested parties on a path noving forward,

al though | don't know the results yet.

We acknowl edge that Agnico Eagle has made efforts
and conm tnents to address our concerns, including
I nproved spill response and additional noise
nmoni tori ng; however, we still have concerns for severa
reasons. W have five remaining concerns. Sone of
Agni co Eagl e's concl usions are not supported by the
col l ared cari bou ani mati ons which indicate that
collared caribou do not cross at the narrows crossing
since 2018.

Secondary is a high I evel of uncertainty about
potential negative inpacts to caribou fromthe proposed
wind farm This is -- this is key. The unpredicted
and unknown inpacts creates a |lot of concern; therefore
a precautionary principle seens to make sense to apply.

Third, despite the evidence that the information
regarding the narrows crossing -- well, despite the
information that the narrows crossing is not currently
bei ng used as a water crossing by caribou since the
m ne has beconme active and while current protection
nmeasures apparently were being applied, caribou --

Agni co Eagl e does not agree that the sout heast
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Mel | adi ne Lake cari bou crossing, however, should
recei ve any specific mtigation neasures.

Fourth, caribou protection neasures currently do
not protect snall caribou sizes -- group sizes. Wen
the all-weat her access road becones w dened and the
Di scovery road and waterline becones built, small
caribou groups mgrating through these areas may
experience additional sensory disturbances nore often
than -- than currently and with unforeseen negative
I mpacts.

And, fifth, Agnico Eagle's resistance to
addi ti onal caribou analysis before devel opnent occurs
is -- is concerning. Sayisi and Northl ands
First Nations only want a full, clear understandi ng of
i npacts to caribou fromthis devel opnent before it's
too late. Next slide, please.

We submit that additional actions are needed to
mnimze and avoi d project effects that could change
novenent and mgration patterns of caribou that could
negatively inpact caribou during the calving,
post-cal ving, and summer period and coul d negatively
I npact caribou herd productivity and heal th.

Sayi si Dene First Nation and Northl ands Denesuli ne
First Nation recommend the follow ng actions should be
taken to address our remaining concerns related to

cari bou: One, Agnico Eagle should revise inpact
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predi ctions and significance determnations related to
cari bou based on inpacts to known caribou crossings
especially and the proposed extended mne life, and we
recommend this be done prior to the Nunavut | npact
Revi ew Board recommendati on about the Meliadine

ext ensi on proposal .

Due to the high level of uncertainty to potentia
negative inpacts to caribou within their post-calving
range, Sayisi Dene First Nation and Northl ands
Denesuline First Nation do not support the buil ding of
the wwnd farmas currently proposed.

Three, the study of caribou novenent and behavi our
at the southeast Meliadi ne Lake cari bou crossing should
be conducted and prior to the installation of the
Di scovery road waterline.

Four, caribou group size threshold -- threshol ds
for mgration protocols should be reduced, and the
di stance threshold for the m ne operations and
al | -weat her access road shoul d increase or,
alternatively, enploy seasonal date shutdowns for the
m ne and the road.

And, five, the key analysis of caribou novenents
approaching and | eaving the all -weather access road
shoul d be conpleted prior to the Nunavut | npact Revi ew
Board recommendati on about the Meliadi ne extension

pr oposal .
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W submtted two recomended additions to the
project certificate and our final witten conments
shoul d the proposal be approved. Qur first
reconmendation is to revise Term and Condition 43,
called "Terrestrial Wldlife and WIldlife Habitat
Ceneral ", and that would be to change the cari bou
protection group size and di stance threshol ds based on
science and the recent changes to caribou distribution
around the mne and infrastructure or, alternatively,

I npact -- inplenment seasonal date shutdowns. In its
response, Agnico Eagle did not support this
recomendat i on.

Qur second recommendation is to Term and Condition
54, nmovenent of wildlife. W recomended that,
specifically to cari bou novenent crossings, they
i npl ement a study -- excuse ne -- specifically to the
sout heast Mel i adi ne Lake maj or caribou crossing, that
Agni co Eagle inplenment a study of the caribou behavi our
novenents prior to the Discovery road --

THE CHAl R Sl ow down.
VR, CHRANOWEKI : Sorry. 1'll start again.

Qur second recommendation is to Term and Condition
54, nmovenment of wildlife. Revise that condition
specifically for the major caribou crossing at the
sout heast end of Meliadine Lake so that a study is

i npl enented prior to Discovery road waterline
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installation. In its response, Agnico Eagle did not
support this recomendation, and we will indicate also
that information that was presented in the 2022 annua
report has not changed any concerns or recommendati ons
made in this presentation. Last slide, please.

Il wll now pass the m crophone over to ny
col | eague from Northl ands Denesuline First Nation,
Benj am n Denechezhe. Thank you. WMahsi Cho.

THE CHAl R Benj am n Denechezhe.
MR. DENECHEZHE: Thank you, Madam Chair.

| want to thank Nunavut | npact Review Board for
allow ng us and also the representatives that are here
around the table. | also thank the Elder for their
prayer this norning giving us a bl essed day.

My nane is Benjam n Denechezhe. |'mthe chief
negoti ator for Northlands Denesuline First Nation. |
will respond to the Nunavut | npact Review Board to
request -- to provide our views on the terrestrial
advi sory group.

Nort hl ands Denesuline First Nation and Sayi si
First Nation were strongly supportive of establishnent
of a terrestrial advisory group during the waterline's
reconsi deration process from Agnico Eagle M ne's
initial commtnents to establish a technical advisory
group in early 2021. It was a |long, unnecessary,

difficult path to reach the terns of reference which we
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agreed to in January 2023.

In our view, the terrestrial advisory group still
has the potential to provide a neaningful source of
knowl edge and technical advice to Agnico Eagle. W
have been encouraged by Agnico Eagle's offer of support
through this process, and we feel like this process has
given us a chance to get to know the Inuit Elders and
representatives as well as inproving engagenent with
Agni co Eagle in sone regards, but there needs to be
I mprovenents in conmunication, cooperation, and
col l aboration in order for trust to be built up between
the parties over tine.

As an exanple, we are not certain who the fornal
parties to the terrestrial advisory group are because
the approval of the terrestrial advisory group terns of
reference has not been filed with the Inuit -- Nunavut
| npact Review Board. This is a requirenent of the
Project Certificate Term and Conditions 132
and Section 4.1 of the ternms of reference.

But we remain hopeful that the parties can build a
stronger rel ationship and work together in a positive
way. Also, | should nention that Northlands Denesuli ne
First Nation and the Sayisi First Nation are supportive
of the Athabasca Denesuline joining the terrestrial
advi sory group.

We are hopeful that they will be providing the
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terns -- the options of joining the terrestri al
advi sory group as part of the consideration process. |
thank you all for the opportunity to present to you
today. Mahsi Cho.
THE CHAI R Thank you to the Sayisi Dene
First Nation and Northlands Denesuline First Nation for
your presentation.

|"m sure people are well aware it's al nost 6: 00,
and | don't know what the | ocal hours are for
restaurants and places to get neals for supper. So
rat her than going on to intervenor questions, we're
going to end it here, and we'll reconvene on Mnday
norni ng at 9.

| would really like to thank the community
representatives for your patience, waiting for your
opportunity to ask questions and nmake comrents. W --
we are going to start the community roundtable. W
just have a couple nore intervenor presentations that
we need to get through. And if there's any changes to
the agenda for next week, we'll -- we'll let you know
on Monday. Don't forget to | eave your receiver. And

we have sone draws.

PROCEEDI NGS ADJOURNED UNTIL 9: 00 AM SEPTEMBER 18, 2023

Dicta Court Reporting Inc.
403-531-0590




836

© 00 N oo o B~ W DN P

N DN D N DD DNN P P PP PR, PRk
o o A W DN P O © 00 N o 0o AW DN O

CERTI FI CATE OF TRANSCRI PT:

We, Sandra Burns and Derek Lopez, certify that the
f oregoi ng pages are a conplete and accurate transcri pt
of the proceedi ngs taken down by us in shorthand and
transcribed fromour shorthand notes to the best of our
skill and ability.

Dated at the City of Ednonton, Province of
Al berta, this 9th day of COctober 2023.
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Sandra Burns, CSR(A), RPR, CRR

Oficial Court Reporter
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