EMERGENCY RESPONSE PLAN

The field team leader must perform pre-emergency planning tasks before undertaking any field activity in order to effectively coordinate on-site emergency response plans with employees, local emergency service providers and Natural Resources Canada. The team will be linked with 2-way radios, portable satellite phones and InReach Explorer+ devices to the helicopter. The team will carry one satellite phone at all times while in the field and will call Baker Lake airport or Rankin Inlet airport in case of emergency or in case of concerns while in the field (if the helicopter pilot cannot be reached or if the helicopter is down). Baker Lake airport or Rankin Inlet airport can then radio the helicopter or start search and rescue protocols. If Baker Lake airport or Rankin Inlet airport cannot be contacted or do not respond during an emergency, the team will contact the local RCMP. If no contact can be made, the team is instructed to push the SOS button on the InReach Explorer+ device. In all cases of an emergency or medical evacuation, the team will also contact the Director as soon as it is possible (see emergency contacts below). 

At all sites accessed by helicopter, the team is instructed to stay relatively close to the helicopter (visual contact) and to return back to the helicopter or advise the pilot in case of concerns or for an emergency. If the helicopter leaves the team in the field for refueling, the team will stay together at the drop-off site with the emergency drop-pack and all communication devices.

Search and rescue protocols 
If the pilot and crew of the helicopter have not returned within 2 hours of the scheduled return time and has not contacted Rankin Inlet Airport or Baker Lake Airport to advise a change in schedule, emergency procedures will be initiated. Rankin Inlet Airport or Baker Lake Airport will work in collaboration with the local RCMP, and the National Search and Rescue if search and rescue procedures are required. The helicopter crew is advised to stay put and await rescue.

Medical evacuation procedures
If a medical evacuation is needed and the helicopter is down, the Operations Base is instructed to contact the Rankin Inlet or Baker Lake RCMP to organize a rescue team. Any medical evacuations will involve return of the injured persons to the Kivalliq Health Centre in Rankin Inlet or the Baker Lake Health Centre in Baker Lake by helicopter or floatplane. If required, they will be transferred to Saskatoon in the most expedient manner depending on aircraft availability. After stabilization of injured person(s), the Director will be notified of the situation. If the Director is not available, the Security Operations Control Centre or the Departmental Emergency Operations Centre will be contacted. Both are available 24 hours a day, seven days a week.

Gathering area/places
The crew accommodations in Rankin Inlet or Baker Lake will be the designated gathering place for crew members and will follow their emergency procedures.

Maps and routes of field team members 
The crew will access and work in designated areas less than 150 km from the Rankin Inlet or Baker Lake. The helicopter pilot will advise and maintain contact with Control at Rankin Inlet or Baker Lake airport of the daily area of operation.

Planned workplaces inspections before and during fieldwork
Each accessed sampling/observation site will be accessed only once during about 1 hour and left with minimal disturbance.

Briefing on the safety of the planned workplaces before and during the fieldwork 
The field party leader will discuss field operations and safety procedures with the team at the beginning of the field work. All crew members will be reminded of their obligation to follow the health and safety procedures prescribed by the LM Sector of the Natural Resources Canada and Government of Nunavut.

Emergency Contacts

Sally Pehrsson
Activity Lead, Western Hudson Regional Bedrock Mapping
Geological Survey of Canada/Commission géologique du Canada
Land & Minerals Sector/Secteur des terres et minéraux
Natural Resources Canada
661-601 Booth Street, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0E8
sally.pehrsson@NRCan-RNCan.gc.ca
Phone: (613) 943-8883

Director
David Mate
Northern Division Director
Geological Survey of Canada/Commission géologique du Canada
Land & Minerals Sector/Secteur des terres et minéraux
Natural Resources Canada
367-601 Booth Street, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0E8
Telephone: (343) 550-1198
E-mail: david.mate@NRCan-RNCan.gc.ca
Security Operations Control Centre
Phone number: 1-613-947-9111
Email address: NRCan.security_operations_control_centre_socc-centre_de_controle_des_operations_de_la_securite_ccos.RNCan@canada.ca
Departmental Emergency Operations Centre
Phone number: 1-613-943-0000
Email address: coum.deoc@canada.ca

Program Manager
Michel Plouffe
GEM-GeoNorth Program Manager
Geological Survey of Canada/Commission géologique du Canada
Land & Minerals Sector/Secteur des terres et minéraux
Natural Resources Canada
239-601 Booth Street, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0E8
Telephone: (613) 218-4728 
E-mail: michel.plouffe@NRCan-RNCan.gc.ca

Project Manager
Martin W. McCurdy
GEM-GeoNorth Project Officer
Geological Survey of Canada/Commission géologique du Canada
Land & Minerals Sector/Secteur des terres et minéraux
Natural Resources Canada
279-601 Booth Street, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0E8
Telephone: (613) 859-5835
E-mail: martin.mccurdy@NRCan-RNCan.gc.ca
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Closest professional medical assistance:	
Kivalliq Health Centre
Tariuq Avenue, Rankin Inlet
Phone: 867-645-8300
Hours: Open 24 hours

Baker Lake Health Centre
Baker Lake
867-793-2816

Closest police stations
Rankin Inlet RCMP
Rankin Inlet NU X0C 0G0
Telephone: 867-645-0123

Baker Lake RCMP
Baker Lake NU X0C 0A0
Telephone: 867-793-0123

Airports
Rankin Inlet Airport
Phone: 867-645-2746

Baker Lake Airport
Phone: 867-793-2873
