WILDLIFE IMPACT MITIGATION AND MONITORING PLAN 

The Geological Survey of Canada proposes specific measures to mitigate the potential impact of 
Western Hudson Regional Bedrock Mapping on local wildlife. The survey aircraft only take on fuel from pre-existing facilities at Rankin Inlet and Baker Lake airports. To access sites on the ground, the helicopter will depart from Rankin Inlet or Baker Lake airport, fly high (>1,000 ft) to avoid disturbance to wildlife and then land at pre-determined sites of interest for bedrock geology and structure. If wildlife is present near a pre-determined site, the helicopter will not land but proceed to another site. A wildlife monitor will be present at all times. Field work at each site will involve making observations, collecting GPS locations and hand-held compass measurements, taking photographs, and collecting samples of bedrock. No camps, buildings, ditches, trenches, dams, roads or other structures will be constructed. Report of the field work in English and Inuktitut will be prepared and released in Fall 2023. 

The recommendations from the Nunavut Department of Environment (below) will be observed.


The Nunavut Department of Environment provides the following information and recommendations for the Proponent’s information and consideration.

WILDLIFE: 

    DOE asks that the proponent records all wildlife observations in a ‘wildlife log’ and maps the location of any sensitive wildlife sites such as denning sites, calving areas, caribou crossing sites, and raptor nests. The timing of critical life history events (i.e., calving, mating, denning, and nesting) should also be identified. Additionally, the proponent should indicate potential impacts from the project, and ensure that operational activities are managed and modified to avoid impacts on wildlife and sensitive sites; the log and maps will be a useful tool to achieve this. It would be beneficial if the proponent provide DOE with a summary of wildlife observations after project completion. 

    Barren-ground caribou require a relatively uninterrupted feeding/fattening cycle - when this cycle is significantly interrupted, calf production may decrease, calf mortality may increase, and female and male condition may drop affecting future breeding cycles. DOE cautions that disturbances between the calving and post- calving periods (May - August) will likely have a negative impact.

· Flights of less than 1000 m above ground should be avoided when caribou are in sight of operation or at all points during transportation between project points of interest. 

· During caribou migration, the proponent shall not locate and operate to block or cause diversion to migrating caribou. The proponent shall cease activities that may interfere with migration such as airborne geophysics surveys or movement of equipment or personnel, until the caribou have passed.

· Between May 15 and Sep. 1, the proponent shall not construct any camp, cache any fuel, conduct blasting or drilling operations, operate ground, air or water based mobile equipment, including geophysics surveys, within 10 km of caribou crossings.

Polar bears have been assessed as a species of Special Concern by the Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada (COSEWIC). Because bears are forced on land during much of the summer and fall, this period is energetically challenging. Every effort should be taken to avoid polar bears and their young.  Bears can be disturbed by over-flights. It is recommended that the proponent not fly over any bear, especially if they have made a kill or cubs are present. 

Polar bears are a currently managed under a quota system and any human caused mortality results in the removal of a tag from the total allowable harvest. In several regions changing sea ice patterns may disrupt normal hunting of seals; increased conflicts with people over food can result. Mortality resulting from mismanagement during research, exploration, or industry activities can be a significant loss to the nearest community and compensation may be requested (Article 6, NLCA; Wildlife Act, S.Nu. 2003).

· Ensure appropriate licensing, training, and experience is acquired for firearm use. 
· Include non-lethal deterrent rounds (scare cartridges, rubber bullets, and bean bag rounds) for use with a 12-gauge shotgun in bear deterrence plans. Ensure designated personnel are familiar with the appropriate use and storage of these. 
· Employ wildlife monitors to assist in the protection of personnel and equipment from wildlife, and to monitor levels of wildlife activity in the area, and work to identify and resolve sources of human-wildlife conflict around camp. They should be equipped and knowledgeable on non-lethal deterrent techniques.
· Be prepared to take lethal action to resolve an imminent or occurring attack by wildlife on a human. Have a suitable caliber firearm and shoot to kill.

The proponent should contact the nearest Conservation Office:

· If a situation occurs where wildlife becomes a nuisance (returning frequently, or unable to deter). 
· Immediately if you have killed wildlife (either to resolve a conflict or unintentionally).
· Immediately if you have injured wildlife and have not been able to relocate or destroy.
· Immediately if a human has been attacked or bitten by wildlife. Note: Current policy is for any wildlife that attack humans to be destroyed; only in special circumstances would wildlife not be destroyed. If no further injury or human life is in danger contact the Conservation Officer to report and for further instructions.

