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DETAILS
Non-technical project proposal description

English: A new opportunity has arisen to expand the community-led walrus work to gather
information on beluga. We, Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO), are proposing the following
community-led beluga research program in Kinngait during fall 2024 to coincide with the
walrus work.Our objective is to better understand marine mammals (beluga and walrus)
surrounding Kinngait with increased shipping with the construction of Baffinland’s Steensby
Port in Foxe Basin. We have proposed the same sampling methods as the walrus project listed
below, with the addition of drone imagery. □Collection of skin and blubber biopsies using CO2
guns (airguns) by a research team (4-6 local research assistants) in boats. Skin samples will be
analysed for genetics in an assessment of beluga stock structure.□Remote deployment of
satellite tags using crossbows (NOTE: tags will be placed onto the upper back; beluga will not
be anaesthetized). Satellite tagging will be done from boats or land by 4-6 local research
assistants. Movement data from the tags will be used to address questions related to beluga
distribution and movements (e.g. stock structure, impacts of shipping).□To collect drone
footage of beluga. We would fly the drone from the shore/ice or boat at a minimum height of
20 meters to ensure we do not disturb the animals. The drone will fly directly overhead to
ensure we get a straight down view of the whales, to gather information on body condition.
The proposed work is an expansion of community-led field work on walrus in collaboration
with DFO over the past couple of years to now include beluga. In the following pages we
have included summaries about the different parts of the project for your review.

French: NA

Inuktitut: ᓄᑖᖅ ᐱᕕᒃᓴᖅ ᓴᖅᑭᓯᒪᓕᖅᑐᖅ ᐊᖏᒡᓕᒋᐊᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂ−ᐊᐅᓚᑕᐅᔪᑦ ᐊᐃᕖᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᓂᖏᑦ
ᑲᑎᖅᓱᐃᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᑐᓴᖅᑕᐅᑎᑦᑎᔾᔪᑎᓂᒃ ᕿᓚᓗᒐᐅᑉ ᒥᒃᓵᓄᑦ. ᐅᕙᒍᑦ, ᐃᒪᕐᒥᐅᑕᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ (DFO),
ᑐᒃᓯᕋᖅᑐᒍᑦ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂ-ᐊᐅᓚᑕᐅᔪᓂᒃ ᕿᓚᓗᒐᕐᓂᒃ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᒥᒃ ᑭᙵᕐᓂ ᐅᑭᐊᒃᓵᒃᑯᑦ 2024-ᒥ
ᐊᑕᐅᑦᑎᒃᑰᖃᑎᖃᖁᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᐊᐃᕖᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖏᓐᓂᒃ.ᑐᕌᕆᔭᕗᑦ ᑐᑭᓯᐅᒪᑦᑎᐊᒃᑲᓐᓂᕈᒪᓂᐅᕗᖅ ᐃᒪᕐᒥᐅᑕᓂᒃ
ᐆᒪᔪᓂᒃ (ᕿᓚᓗᒐᖅ ᐊᐃᕕᓪᓗ) ᑭᙵᐃᑦ ᖃᓂᒋᔮᓂ ᐊᖏᒡᓕᒋᐊᖅᓯᒪᔪᒥᒃ ᐊᐅᓪᓚᖅᑎᑦᑎᔪᖃᖃᑦᑕᕐᓗᓂ
ᓴᓇᔭᐅᑎᓪᓗᒍ ᓄᓘᔮᑦ ᔅᑏᔅᐱ ᑐᓚᒃᑕᕐᕕᒃ ᓯᑯᓯᓛᕐᒥᐅᑦ ᑕᕆᐅᖓᓂ. ᑐᒃᓯᕋᖅᓯᒪᕗᒍᑦ ᐊᔾᔨᑦᑎᐊᖓᓂᒃ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᕈᑎᒥᒃ
ᐊᐃᕖᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖓ ᒪᓕᒡᓗᒍ ᐊᑖᓂ, ᖁᓕᒥᒎᕋᓛᓂᒃ ᐊᔾᔨᓕᐅᕆᒃᑲᓐᓂᖅᖢᑕ.□ᐊᒥᖏᑦ ᐅᑲᓪᓘᓪᓗ ᑎᒥᖏᓐᓂᑦ
ᐲᖅᓯᓂᖅ ᐊᑐᕐᓗᑎᒃ CO2 ᖁᑭᐅᑎᓂᑦ (ᒥᖅᑯᓖᑦ) ᖃᐅᔨᓴᖅᑎᓂᑦ (4-6 ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᖅᑎᓄᑦ ᐃᑲᔪᖅᑎᓂᑦ)
ᐅᒥᐊᓂᑦ. ᐊᒥᖏᑦ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᒐᒃᓴᑦ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᖅᑕᐅᖃᑦᑕᕐᓂᐊᖅᐳᑦ ᓇᑭᙶᕐᒪᖔᑕ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᖅᑕᐅᓕᖅᐸᑕ ᕿᓚᓗᒐᐃᑦ
ᐋᖅᑭᒃᓯᒪᓂᖏᑦ.□ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔮᓂᒃ ᐃᓕᐅᖅᑲᐃᓂᖅ ᖃᖓᑦᑕᖅᑎᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᒃᑯᑦ ᓂᕕᙵᑖᓂᒃ ᐊᑐᖅᑐᖃᕐᓗᓂ ᐃᑰᑕᕐᓂᒃ
(ᖃᐅᔨᒪᔭᐅᓕ: ᓂᕕᙵᑖᑦ ᐃᓕᔭᐅᓂᐊᖅᐳᑦ ᖁᓛᓃᓐᓂᖅᓴᒧᑦ; ᕿᓚᓗᒐᕐᒧᑦ ᓯᒥᒃᑕᐅᖃᑦᑕᔾᔮᙱᓚᑦ).
ᖃᖓᑦᑕᖅᑎᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᒃᑯᑦ ᓂᕕᖓᑖᓕᖅᓱᐃᖃᑦᑕᕐᓂᐊᖅᑐᑦ ᐅᒥᐊᒃᑯᑦ ᓄᓇᒃᑯᓪᓘᓐᓃᑦ 4-6−ᓂᒃ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᖅᑎᑦ
ᐃᑲᔪᖅᑎᖏᓐᓂᒃ. ᓇᒧᙵᐅᕙᖕᓂᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᑎᑎᖅᑲᐃᑦ ᓂᕕᖓᐅᒃᑯᑕᓂᑦ ᐊᑐᕐᑕᐅᓂᐊᖅᐳᑦ ᐊᐱᖅᑯᑎᓂᑦ ᑐᕌᖓᔪᑦ
ᕿᓚᓗᒐᑦ ᓯᐊᒻᒪᒃᑕᐅᓂᖏᓐᓂᑦ ᐃᖏᕐᕋᓂᖏᓐᓂᒡᓗ (ᓲᕐᓗ, ᐋᖅᑭᐅᒪᓂᖏᑦ, ᐊᒃᑐᐃᓂᐅᕙᒃᑐᑦ
ᐊᐅᓪᓚᖅᑎᑕᐅᓂᖏᓐᓂᑦ).□ᑕᑯᔭᐅᓗᑎᒃ ᖁᓕᒥᒎᕋᓛᓖᑦ ᕿᓚᓗᒐᐃᑦ. ᖃᖓᑕᑎᑦᑎᕙᓚᐅᖅᑐᒍᑦ ᖁᓕᒥᒎᕋᓛᒥᒃ
ᓯᒡᔭᒥᑦ/ᓯᑯᒥᑦ ᐅᒥᐊᒥᓪᓘᓐᓃᑦ 20 ᒦᑕᒥᑦ ᐳᖅᑐᓂᓕᖕᒥᑦ ᐅᓚᕕᓴᖁᓇᒍᑦ ᓂᕐᔪᑎᓂᑦ. ᖁᓕᒥᒎᕋᓛᓕᒃ
ᖃᖓᑕᓂᐊᖅᑐᖅ ᑐᕋᐃᓐᓇᖅᑐᒥᒃ ᖃᐅᔨᒪᒋᐊᕐᓗᓂ ᑕᐅᑐᑦᑎᐊᕐᓂᑦᑎᓐᓂᒃ ᕿᓚᓗᒐᕐᓂᒃ, ᑲᑎᖅᓱᐃᓗᑎᒃ
ᓇᓗᓇᐃᔭᐅᑎᓂᒃ ᑎᒥᖓᑕ ᖃᓄᐃᓕᖓᓂᖓᓂᒃ. ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᔪᒪᔪᖅ ᐊᖏᒡᓕᒋᐊᖅᑕᐅᓗᓂ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂ
−ᐊᐅᓚᑕᐅᔪᖅ ᓯᓚᒥ ᐱᓕᕆᓂᐅᔪᖅ ᐊᐃᕖᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᖃᑎᒋᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᐅᑭᐅᒃ ᒪᕐᕉᒃ ᐊᓂᒍᖅᑐᓂᒃ ᒫᓐᓇ ᐃᓚᐅᑎᓪᓗᒍ
ᕿᓚᓗᒐᖅ. ᒪᒃᐱᖅᑐᒐᐅᓂᐊᓕᕐᒥᔪᓂ ᐃᓚᓕᐅᔾᔨᓯᒪᕗᒍᑦ ᓇᐃᒡᓕᒋᐊᖅᓯᒪᔪᓂᒃ ᐊᔾᔨᒌᙱᑦᑐᓄᑦ ᐃᓚᖏᓐᓄᑦ
ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᔪᒥ ᕿᒥᕐᕈᐊᒃᑲᓐᓂᕐᓂᐊᖅᑕᕐᓄᑦ.

Inuinnaqtun: NA

Personnel

Personnel on site: 2
Days on site: 14
Total Person days: 28
Operations Phase: from 2024-09-09 to 2024-10-08



Activities
Location Activity Type Land Status Site history Site archaeological

or paleontological
value

Proximity to the
nearest

communities and
any protected

areas

Kinngait Researching Marine Baffinland
shipping
operations will
begin in the
area in the
next few years.

None known Within 200 km of
Kinngait,
conducting day
trips from the
community.

Community Involvement & Regional Benefits

Community Name Organization Date Contacted

Cape Dorset Annie Suvega Aiviq Hunters and
Trappers Organization

2024-03-01



Authorizations
Indicate the areas in which the project is located:

Authorizations

Regulatory Authority Authorization
Description

Current Status Date Issued /
Applied

Expiry Date

Hunters and Trappers
Associations/Organizations

Support letter from
the Aiviq Hunters
and Trappers
Organization
(Kinngait) for
community-led
fieldwork on walrus
(tagging, biopsy,
and imagery
collection).

Active 2024-04-23

Hunters and Trappers
Associations/Organizations

Support letter from
the Aiviq Hunters
and Trappers
Organization
(Kinngait) for
community-led
fieldwork on
beluga (tagging,
biopsy, and
imagery
collection).

Applied, Decision
Pending

Fisheries and Oceans
Canada

License to fish for
scientific purposes
(needed for
tagging)

Applied, Decision
Pending

Fisheries and Oceans
Canada

Authorization to
Disturb a Marine
Mammal

Not Yet Applied

Fisheries and Oceans
Canada

Approval of Animal
Use Protocol

Not Yet Applied

Project transportation types

Transportation
Type

Proposed Use Length of Use

Water Motor boats will be used during day trips from the community

Project accomodation types

Community



Material Use
Equipment to be used (including drills, pumps, aircraft, vehicles, etc)

Equipment Type Quantity Size - Dimensions Proposed Use

Drones 2 3.8 x 3.6 x 8.7 Will be flown by licensed
pilots to collect
information on beluga
and walrus diving
behaviour and body
condition

Air rifle 2 42.5x3 To collect biopsy samples

Crossbow 2 15x20 To deploy satellite
telemetry tags

Camera 2 5x 4 To take time lapse images
of walrus haul-outs

Boat 2 0x0 Boat dimension / driver
will be determined by the
Aiviq HTO

Detail Fuel and Hazardous Material Use

Detail fuel
material use:

Fuel Type Number of
containers

Container
Capacity

Total
Amount

Units Proposed
Use

Gasoline fuel 2 205 410 Gallons Boats needed
for day trips

Water Consumption

Daily amount (m3) Proposed water retrieval
methods

Proposed water retrieval
location

0



Waste
Waste Management

Project Activity Type of Waste Projected Amount
Generated

Method of
Disposal

Additional
treatment

procedures

Information is not available

Environmental Impacts:

No adverse environmental impacts are expected based on this project.



Additional Information
SECTION A1: Project Info

SECTION A2: Allweather Road

SECTION A3: Winter Road

SECTION B1: Project Info

SECTION B2: Exploration Activity

SECTION B3: Geosciences

SECTION B4: Drilling

SECTION B5: Stripping

SECTION B6: Underground Activity

SECTION B7: Waste Rock

SECTION B8: Stockpiles

SECTION B9: Mine Development

SECTION B10: Geology

SECTION B11: Mine

SECTION B12: Mill

SECTION C1: Pits

SECTION D1: Facility

SECTION D2: Facility Construction

SECTION D3: Facility Operation

SECTION D4: Vessel Use

SECTION E1: Offshore Survey

SECTION E2: Nearshore Survey

SECTION E3: Vessel Use



SECTION F1: Site Cleanup

SECTION G1: Well Authorization

SECTION G2: Onland Exploration

SECTION G3: Offshore Exploration

SECTION G4: Rig

SECTION H1: Vessel Use

SECTION H2: Disposal At Sea

SECTION I1: Municipal Development

Description of Existing Environment: Physical Environment

No adverse effects are expected based on this project.

Description of Existing Environment: Biological Environment

Description of Existing Environment: Socio-economic Environment

Miscellaneous Project Information

Monitoring walrus and beluga is especially important because Baffinland Iron Mines plans to ship ore from
its Mary River mine on Baffin Island using a railway south to Steensby Inlet. This will include an all-season
deep-water port, and ice-breaking ore carriers travelling through Foxe Basin and Hudson Strait. This project
is important for gathering baseline data on marine mammals in Hudson Strait.

Identification of Impacts and Proposed Mitigation Measures

This project is a collaboration with the HTO, ongoing discussions and joint planning will ensure timing of
this study does not coincide with the subsistence hunt.

Cumulative Effects



Impacts
Identification of Environmental Impacts

Construction
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Operation
Researching - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - P - - -

Decommissioning
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

(P = Positive, N = Negative and non-mitigatable, M = Negative and mitigatable, U = Unknown)



Project Location

List of Project Geometries

1 polygon Kinngait


