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Who we are &

We are the Qikigtait and Sarvarjuag working group

We have members from:
« Qikigtani Inuit Association
« Government of Canada
« Government of Nunavut

We are working collaboratively on marine conservation for two different
areas, Qikigtait and Sarvarjuagq.
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Consultation Purpose

Discuss and learn about the uses of the
areas
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Why Is protection being pursued?

Sanikiluag Community In 2019, Sanikiluag considered developing Qikigtait as a blend of Marine
Conservation Planning Protected Areas (MPA) and National Wildlife Areas (NWA) to protect
Process both the marine and terrestrial areas.

Committed to international conservation efforts to conserve 25% of
Canada’s oceans by 2025. Ministerial direction to advance work,
Government of ) : : .
Canada grounded in science, Indigenous knowledge and local perspectives, and
to support the implementation of United Nations Declaration on the

Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP).

Inuit desire regionally and at the community level to protect Inuit
Qikigtani Inuit connection to the land and marine areas, Inuit culture and Inuit self-
Association determination in the conservation economy, as laid out in QIA's 2022
Prospectus ‘A Regional Conservation Approach’.

Fisheries and In February 2023 Qikigtait was identified as a marine area under
Oceans Canada consideration for conservation.
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Qikigtait
Qikigtait has been put forward by Sanikiluag and QIA as
an important area to protect because it is an area of

Importance to Inuit that provides important habitat for
many marine species of birds and invertebrates.

One of the important physical features of Qikigtait are the

several annually recurring polynyas that are due to the

presence of small estuaries, strong inter-island currents, e e / \
and local oceanography. /

These polynyas are key habitats for Polar Bears, sea
birds, and seals, beluga and Atlantic walrus populations
and is vital for their fithess consequences and feeding /

during winter. ST DY /
NUNAVUT gt /
. . . SETTLEMENT AREA
However, like many other Arctic regions, these polynyas 0 e =
. SETTLEMENT AREA
are also vulnerable to the effects of climate change. /
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How can we protect Qikiqgtait?

« One way to support short-term conservation goals is by creating a Marine
Protected Area by Ministerial Order with DFO under the Oceans Act.

 This tool can be used as a first step on the path towards identifying long-
term management and conservation needs for Qikiqgtait.

* The long-term vision for Qikigtait is to pursue the establishment of an Inuit-
led Protected and Conserved Area.
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Marine Protected Area by Ministerial Order

« This is a temporary protection measure designed to protect an area in the short-term, for a
period up to 5 years.

* This provides more time to develop our understanding of the ecosystem and community
priorities for the region.

« Most importantly, this provides more time to learn how Inuit want to conserve, protect and
manage the area for the long-term.
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Marine Protected Area by Ministerial Order

An MPA by Ministerial Order protects an area by prohibiting any new activities from starting
during the period of the Order, up to five years, to maintain the environment’s current state.
This means that the only activities that will be allowed during the period of the Ministerial
Order-will be:

o All rights secured through the Nunavut Agreement are respected within the boundary of the Nunavut
Settlement Area

o All on-going activities, or authorized activities, taking place 1 year prior to designation
o Research activities consistent with the conservation objectives of the MPA
o Safety, security and emergency activities

o Certain activities carried out by a foreign national, entity, ship or state
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What does this mean for you?

* We recognize the Nunavut agreement as the superior legislation.

 Traditional harvesting within the Nunavut Settlement Area is a

protected right under the Nunavut Agreement, and will not be
Impacted.

 Inuit Impact and Benefit Agreement (IIBA) negotiations are currently
underway to secure resources and benefits for these areas.
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Steps to creating a Marine Protected Area
by Ministerial Order

‘ |dentify a potential area

. Gather information about the area
\
‘ Consult with communities (fall 2023 and winter 2024)
|

. Develop regulatory (legal) documents

suollenodaN v4ll

|
. Seek feedback from Canadians (online posting in Canada Gazette 1)

/
. Seek NWMB and other approvals under the Nunavut Agreement

‘ Designate MPA following successful IIBA negotiations 2025 \/
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Long-term
plans

QIA has expressed a desire for long-term protection in
Qikiqgtait.

The Ministerial Order will give us time to learn about the area
and determine how to support long-term conservation priorities
of Inuit and the community of Sanikiluaqg

Inuit Protected and Conserved Areas (IPCAS) are a big part of
that conversation.
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&CMA QIA’s Vision for an IPCA

-5 SppseCa ADAS bI*ASHNAVNC

* Inuit-Led Protected and Conserved Areas are a preferred protection mechanism because they advance
reconciliation and Inuit self-determination.

* IPCAs will enable Inuit to determine how conservation is established, governed, managed and operated.

* Qikigtani IPCAs (Q-IPCA) are clearly defined marine and/or terrestrial areas by QIA as conservation areas,
that may be recognized by Canada via supporting agreements and funding, and may include support using
federal legislation and tools.

* The Regional Governance Model includes a Qikigtani Inuit Stewardship Council and each community in the
Qikigtani region will have a community level committee for governance and management of protected
areas.

* Inuit-led governance is where Inuit Qaujimajatugangit plays a central role in decision making, based on
Inuit-laws, customs and traditions.



SPPSCID>C AoAS <*NsbNNeg->LC
@ QIA Cd*ac™L AoAS NLHDSIL
ADLARLY <> 4+ SbNPJN*LNJC

« AOA® /2 NN N LA o™ ADcYLA o™ o N 7DD ot N7 DSd7 N d©
N7 DLA]ACY LN ATTLC P2 AP LAPNDONE SELSBNPLAL 00 <L Ao AC AT o PLo ¢
ALAL T o

« AoA® “H7DA7 M ADcLAIPLZ YD SbDBrJCP>J*a %dC b o™ APcYLAIPNNG® o0AYLAIP*a L*LCC,
P> VI alL*LCOH, “bo" > bLM7bP*alL*LC dLo “bo™ P> Yd*al*LC

« PP Co AoAC \>H7DSA7 M ADcLAKPLZ* M 5 @ >0 CHILYDC Cn DT O_O'LLO“.LC PPICID>C AoAC
b2 BNPA*L oS, AcCn7D>Ja PN > ba CP< bRLed* M NI NAH o T a® <M bNrJNP>P*a 01<C
Pa D7 b MNAJ*a I <CO, <L N> JNSE AP SbNToMe bRLISbPd AYd7cDYYLo™MeNJ©
Aa /PN D YYLo* M Ndo.

« 0a.°dNNo® bR]L I AP/ RNIN/L7*C A >C PPCo AoA® bNLA B ND>C PN <L > oac*o
Do PP CclLo oact AP/ bCPc*LN=HoMC bLBCPc*LoNTs "> 7D d7DRo.

« ADA® D> PYabc<C ADAC Sb>rLYDHEC D LA nD>J%a.c LD DPCSALPN Do 0f ADAS NSy ¢
DL DM ASPADB* M NJC ADZIB* NI o,



@ QIA QIA’s Vision for an IPCA

*The expansion of the Nauttigsuqgtiit program would provide
benefits at the community level and support a regional
approach to sustainable conservation.

* Stewardship and the Nauttigsuqtiit program supports Inuit food
sovereignty and reduction of food insecurity, as well as
commitments to conservation infrastructure in the Qikigtani
region.

*Creating long-term conservation requires sustainable funding
for Inuit governance, stewardship and infrastructure.
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Boundary of Qikigtait
Ministerial Order MPA

The map shows the boundaries of the Qikigtait
Study Area.

If established the boundaries will follow the
Nunavut Settlement Area surrounding the Belcher
Islands excluding the north-eastern portion where
the Nunavik Settlement Area overlaps.

We recognize the signing of the Devolution
Agreement and the boundaries of the long-term
protection will be consistent with this Agreement.
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Conservation Objectives

A Marine Protected Area by Ministerial order requires Conservation
Objectives.

Conservation Objectives are very broad statements that describe what
species or features in the protected area should be conserved. For a
Marine Protected Area under the Oceans Act Conservation Objectives
need to refer to protecting or conserving marine species, unigue habitats,
high biodiversity, and/or the ecosystem. These objectives are for the
Interim measure, and long-term objectives will be developed later.
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Proposed Conservation Objective

1. To support the conservation, protection, and understanding of the marine
environment around the Belcher Islands, including the wildlife and other
species, that is of immense value to Inuit and Inuit culture.

2. To support Inuit leadership in the conservation of Qikigtait to ensure the
continuity of Inuit culture, values, and practices, including accumulating
and passing down Inuit knowledge as well as Inuit stewardship and
governance.
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November 6-9, 2023
Survey Results on Proposed Conservation Objectives

Surveys were filled in during community consultations in Sanikiluag between
November 6-9, 2023.

The majority of survey responses supported the proposed conservation
objectives and did not have additions.
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Economic Activities Overview

Oil and Gas

* No current activities underway. Overall petroleum potential is deemed low to very low
Mining

* No current activities underway. Mineral potential in the offshore area is unknown

« The Belcher Islands contain Iron Ore, Marble deposits, undiscovered carving stone sites

Commercial and Emerging Fisheries

« Commercial fisheries are being explored for sea cucumber, scallops and sea urchin
Commercial Shipping and Other Vessel Activities

« Some vessel activity under way.

« General cargo, re-supply or sealift, tanker and tug/barge traffic, and icebreaking activities
Recreational and Tourism Activities

» Guided excursions for site seeing, recreational activities or fishing and hunting
Research Activities

» Benefits from research activities includes direct local employment or other benefits from accommodations,
flights food etc
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Documented Activities within
the Qikigtait Study Area

Subsistence & Traditional Use

« Harvested species includes Arctic char, Canada goose, Eider duck, Ringed seal,
and cod for Sanikiluag (info from NWMB).

« Other animals harvested include Beluga, marine invertebrates (mussels, scallops,
Sea stars, sea urchins, sea cucumbers), polar bear, reindeer/caribou, other fish
such as (trout, whitefish, lumpfish, capelin, sculpin).

« Documented hunting areas include the Lukisee Islands, floe edges, Flaherty Island,
and the large bay in Middle Island.

» Coastal lyme grass is harvested for basket making.
Commercial Use

» Occasional commercial selling of eider down harvested in Sanikiluag.
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Documented Activities within
the Qikigtait Study Area

Scientific Research

» Collaborative research projects include the Arctic Eider Society, the Sanikiluaq
Qikigtait Steering Committee and external organizations.

« Many governmental and other organizations conducting research around this
region such as Qikigtaaluk Corporation, Memorial University, University of
Manitoba, Amundsen Science, Cree Nation Government, Government of NU etc.

Marine Vessel Traffic
« Sealift: NSSI, ArcticSealift, M/V Mitiq

« During open-water season, local/small vessels transit throughout the Hudson Bay
complex, including in and around the Qikiqgtait area

« Search and rescue operations by boat, ATV and snowmobile
Tourism & Recreational Use
« Sanikiluarmiut camp, snowmobile, hike, travel by ATV, travel by boat

* Guided tours offered for tourists
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Other Activities?

All activities that are happening can keep going if Qikigtait becomes a
Marine Protected Area (MPA) designated by Ministerial Order. But,
we need to know what you use the area for so we can record
them!

An MPA by Ministerial Order has a general prohibition meaning that
no new or additional activities are to start after designation. Activities
need to be documented as occurring, or authorized to occur, in the 1
year leading up to designation to continue to be allowed during the
Ministerial Order.

All rights secured through the Nunavut Agreement are respected
within the boundary of the Nunavut Settlement Area.

Activities that will be allowed without documentation include:

o Research activities consistent with the conservation
objectives of the MPA

o Safety, security and emergency activities

o Certain activities carried out by a foreign national, entity, ship
or state
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Other Activities?

Activities allowed under the Nunavut
Agreement by beneficiaries, can continue Iin
the Study Area of this MPA, even if it cannot
be shown these activities are happening right
now.

We have a survey to learn more about the
activities and identify anything that is currently
happening.

We will need to confirm that any activities
reported in the survey have occurred in the
year prior to designation.
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Nakurmiik!
Qujannamiik!
Thank You!

QIA

A--T 7 sppseCa AoAS bI*ASHNAYMNC

info@gia.ca

Ve
uisvat

environment@gov.nu.ca

i+l

Canada

DFO.ArcticMPC-ArctiquePCM.MPO @dfo-mpo.gc.ca

58°

57°

56°

550

_810

RE

_800

_790

_780

-77°
\

-76°
\



mailto:DFO.ArcticMPC-ArctiquePCM.MPO@dfo-mpo.gc.ca

	Slide 1 
	Who we are
	ᑭᓇᒃᑰᓂᕗᑦ
	Consultation Purpose
	ᖃᐅᔨᒋᐊᕐᕕᖃᕐᓂᑕ ᐱᑦᔪᑎᖓ
	Why is protection being pursued?
	ᓱᒧᑦ ᓴᐳᒻᒥᒐᓱᐊᕐᓂᖅ ᐊᔪᐃᓐᓇᑕᐅᕙ?
	Slide 8 
	Slide 9 
	Slide 10 
	Slide 11 
	Marine Protected Area by Ministerial Order
	ᑐᕐᖃᑕᕐᕕᐅᑉ ᑎᓕᔨᒍᑎᒋᓯᒪᔭᖓ ᑕᕆᐅᕐᒥ ᓴᐳᒻᒥᔭᐅᖁᑦᓱᒍ
	Marine Protected Area by Ministerial Order
	ᑐᕐᖃᑕᕐᕕᐅᑉ ᑎᓕᔨᒍᑎᒋᓯᒪᔭᖓ ᑕᕆᐅᕐᒥ ᓴᐳᒻᒥᔭᐅᖁᑦᓱᒍ
	What does this mean for you?
	ᖃᓄᖅ ᑕᒪᓐᓇ ᐃᓕᓐᓄᑦ ᑐᑭᖃᕐᐸ?
	Steps to creating a Marine Protected Area�by Ministerial Order
	ᐊᐅᓚᑦᔭᕆᐊᒍᑎᐅᓗᑎᒃ ᓄᐃᑕᐅᒍᓐᓇᑐᐃᑦ ᑕᕆᐅᕐᒥ ᓴᐳᒻᒥᔭᐅᖁᔭᐅᔪᖅ ᐱᑦᔪᑎᒋᓗᒍ �ᑐᕐᖃᑕᕐᕕᐅᑉ ᑎᓕᒍᑎᒋᓯᒪᔭᖓ ᐱᓪᓗᒍ
	Long-term plans
	ᐊᑯᓂᕐᑐᑎᒍᑦ ᐸᕐᓀᓯᒪᐅᑎᑦᓭᑦ
	QIA’s Vision for an IPCA
	ᕿᑭᕐᑕᒥᐅᑦ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᐊᖏᖃᑎᒌᓐᓂᖓᑕ ᑕᑯᓐᓈᓂᖓ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᓴᐳᒻᒥᔭᐅᖁᔭᖏᑦ ᐱᐅᓕᒐᓱᐊᕈᒪᔭᖏᓪᓗ ᐊᖏᖃᑎᒌᒍᑎᖓᑎᒍᑦ
	QIA’s Vision for an IPCA
	ᕿᑭᕐᑕᒥᐅᑦ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᐊᖏᖃᑎᒌᓐᓂᖓᑕ ᑕᑯᓐᓈᓂᖓ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᓴᐳᒻᒥᔭᐅᖁᔭᖏᑦ ᐱᐅᓕᒐᓱᐊᕈᒪᔭᖏᓪᓗ ᐊᖏᖃᑎᒌᒍᑎᖓᑎᒍᑦ
	Slide 26 
	Slide 27 
	Slide 28 
	Slide 29 
	Proposed Conservation Objective
	ᐱᐅᓕᑦᓯᒐᓱᐊᕐᓂᒧᑦ ᑐᕌᕐᑕᐅᒍᒪᔪᒥᒃ ᒪᓂᔨᒍᑏᑦ
	Slide 32 
	Slide 33 
	Economic Activities Overview
	ᒪᑭᑕᒐᓱᐊᕐᓂᒧᑦ ᐱᓇᓱᐊᕈᑎᑦᓭᑦ ᐃᓘᓐᓈᒍᓕᖓᔪᑦ
	Documented Activities within �the Qikiqtait Study Area
	ᐊᓪᓚᓯᒪᔪᓕᐊᒍᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᐱᓇᓱᐊᕐᑕᐅᖃᑦᑕᓯᒪᔪᐃᑦ �ᕿᑭᕐᑕᓂ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᕐᑕᐅᖃᑦᑕᓯᒪᔪᐃᑦ
	Documented Activities within �the Qikiqtait Study Area
	ᐊᓪᓚᓯᒪᔪᓕᐊᒍᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᐱᓇᓱᐊᕐᑕᐅᖃᑦᑕᓯᒪᔪᐃᑦ �ᕿᑭᕐᑕᓂ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᕐᑕᐅᖃᑦᑕᓯᒪᔪᐃᑦ
	Other Activities?
	ᐊᓯᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᖃᓄᖅ ᐱᓇᓱᐊᕈᑎᖃᓲᒍᒻᒥᔪᑦ?
	Other Activities?
	ᐊᓯᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᖃᓄᖅ ᐱᓇᓱᐊᕈᑎᖃᓲᒍᒻᒥᔪᑦ?
	Slide 44 

