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Who are we?

We are the Qikigtait and Sarvarjuag working group.

We have members from:
Qikigtani Inuit Association
Government of Canada
Government of Nunavut

We are working collaboratively on marine conservation for two
different areas, Qikigtait and Sarvarjuagq.

@ Canada

Nunavut




Consultation Purpose

Provide information on Sarvarjuaq

Discuss the proposed approach to
marine conservation — next steps

Hear what you think, share your
experiences and uses of the areas




Sarvarjuaqg

Sarvarjuaq is one of the
areas identified as
important for
conservation in QIA’s
2022 Prospectus.

These areas are a
priority for both
cultural and ecological
reasons.
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Why protect marine areas?

* Marine Protected Areas can conserve and protect marine species and
their habitat. Reduce additional pressures on species that are already
impacted by climate change.

* The Government of Canada has committed to supporting Inuit
leadership on marine conservation initiatives. We want to safeguard
ecosystems, wildlife and Inuit culture, while promoting sustainable
employment and economic opportunities for communities.

* QIA can you provide some text reflective of the Inuit perspective
on protecting marine areas.



Why are we pursuing protection?

Qikigtani Inuit
Association

Government of
Canada

Pikialasorsuaq
Commission

Inuit Circumpolar
Council

Fisheries and
Oceans Canada

Sarvaqgjuag was identified in QIA's 2022 Prospectus ‘A Regional
Conservation Approach’.

Committed to international conservation efforts to conserve 25% of
Canada’s oceans by 2025. In 2019 Prime Minister Trudeau jointly
committed with Inuit leaders to advance conservation in this region.

The Pikialasorsuaq Commission consulted with communities in Canada
and Greenland to assess strategies aimed at safeguarding this region.
The 2017 report recommended Inuit-led conservation and management.

In 2013 a workshop in Nuuk brought together communities from Canada
and Greenland to discuss conservation and the future of the polynya

In 2011, the Canadian part of the North Water was identified as an
Ecologically and Biologically Significant Area



Why protect Sarvarjuaqg?

QIKIQTANI REGION

NUNAVUT SETTLEMENT AREA

SARVARJUAQ STUDY AREA

QIKIQTAIT STUDY AREA

Sarvarjuaq is located in northern Baffin
Bay. Narrow channels help ice bridges
form between Canada and Greenland,
creating one of the largest recurring
polynyas in the Arctic. The polynya
supports a large variety of marine life,
including algae, fish, seabirds, and
marine mammals.

The ice bridge has also been a method
of travel for Inuit, connecting Canada
and Greenland. This polynya supports
the harvesting species by communities
throughout the Qikigtani Region and
beyond.



QIA’s Slide to fill in

Text or images?



Sarvarjuaqg

Its open waters are an important feeding
ground for many species, and whales use
the region for calving.

Overall, the North Water Polynya's
Importance extends beyond its local
region, with whales and seabirds migrating
to it every year.

However, like many other Arctic regions,
the polynya is also vulnerable to the
effects of climate change. The changes in
iIce cover and altered ocean currents may
Impact the animals that rely on it.




How can we protect Sarvarjuaq?

* One way to support short-term conservation goals is by using a
Marine Protected Area by Ministerial Order under the Oceans Act.

* This tool can be used as a first step on the path towards
identifying long-term management and conservation needs for
Sarvarjuagq.

* The long-term vision for Sarvarjuaq is to pursue the establishment of
an Inuit-led Protected and Conserved Area.



Marine Protected Area (MPA) by Ministerial Order

This is a temporary protection measure designed to protect an area in the
short-term, for a period of up to 5 years.

An MPA by Ministerial Order protects an area by “freezing the footprint”.
This means that activities already underway (or allowed) in the area may
continue, but no new activities are to start during this time.

All rights secured through the Nunavut Agreement are respected within
the boundary of the Nunavut Settlement Area.

This provides more time to develop our understanding of the ecosystem
and community priorities for the region.

Most importantly, this provides more time to learn how Inuit want to
conserve, protect and manage the area for the long-term.



What does this mean for you?

Traditional harvesting within the Nunavut Settlement Area Is a
protected right under the Nunavut Agreement, and will not be
Impacted in any way.

Inuit Impact and Benefit Agreement (IIBA) negotiations are currently
underway and will provide resources and benefits for these areas.

Your ideas and knowledge will directly affect the development of
conservation objectives and regulations for the Ministerial Order
MPA.

You will be involved in the discussions about how to support these
areas in the long term, your ideas and priorities are important.



Steps to creating a Marine Protected Area
by Ministerial Order

‘ |dentify a potential area

. Gather information about the area
\. Consult with communities (fall 2023 and winter 2024)
‘ Develop regulatory (legal) documents
‘ Seek public input (online posting in Canada Gazette I)
./ Seek NWMB and other approvals under the Nunavut Agreement

‘ Designate MPA following successful IIBA negotiations 2025
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QIA has expressed a desire for long-term protection in

L t Sarvarjuag.

on g -term Freezing the footprint will give us time to understand more

p I ans about the area, learn more about how communities use and
want to protect the area.

Inuit Protected and Conserved Areas (IPCAS) are a big part of
that conversation.



Conservation Objectives

A Marine Protected Area by Ministerial order requires Conservation Objectives.

Conservation Objectives are very broad statements that describe what species or
features in the protected area should be conserved. For a Marine Protected Area
under the Oceans Act Conservation Objectives need to refer to protecting or
conserving marine species, unique habitats, high biodiversity, and/or the
ecosystem. These objectives guide the interim nature of this work and long-term
objectives will be developed, following the MO.



Proposed Conservation Objective

To be filled in when CO is ready



What are your thoughts?

What would you like to see for marine

conservation in the Sarvarjuag Study
Area?

How do we stay connected with you?

How else would you like to be
iInvolved?



Survey

This is an important way to tell us about how you use the
area. We want to hear from you!

» Tell us about what activities you are doing in the region.
« What do you think about the Conservation Objective?

* |s there anything else you would like to tell us?




We will be back in winter 2024. We will share more information and

N eXt St e p S present our proposed regulations for this area.
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DFO.ArcticMPC-ArctiguePCM.MPO@dfo-mpo.gc.ca
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info@gia.ca

Nunavut

environment(@gov.nu.ca

Canada

DFO.ArcticMPC-ArctiquePCM.MPO @dfo-mpo.gc.ca
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