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Number of Personnel / Project Objective / Project Location
Hanseatic Nature will be making one Arctic voyage leaving Sisimiut, Greenland and arriving at Iqaluit, Nunavut on July 31st, 2025 for FPOA.  The vessel will then visit Lower Savage Islands, Diana Island, Erik Cove, Cape Wolstenholme, Mansel Island, Coats Island, Walrus Island, Chesterfield Inlet, Marble Island, and Rankin Inlet before turning in Churchill, MB on August 9th. Hanseatic Nature will then visit the same locations in reverse on a voyage back to Greenland.

The vessel specializes in luxury adventure cruising. Hapag Llyod Expeditions is one of the world’s leading operators in exploration travel in polar waters and the objective is to provide passengers with an immersive and sustainable expedition experience while exploring the remote and pristine landscaped of the Arctic. The ship aims to offer scientifically enriched and adventurous journeys, focusing on nature, wildlife, and environmental conservation. During Arctic expeditions the vessel carries a maximum of 230 passengers and 90 crew members.

During this cruise, the vessel will be stopping at various locations in Nunavut. The dates and locations can be found on the attached itinerary and map.

PROJECT INFORMATION
Vessel will visit the following communities
Iqaluit – July 31th (FPOA) & August 22nd

PROJECT DURATION
2025: Start: 2025/07/31 – End: 2025/08/22

PROJECT OBJECTIVE
The captain and crew are experienced in polar waters and understand the importance of
protecting sensitive areas. They will follow all guidelines issued for the permit to comply and protect the wildlife and habitat of arctic waters.

Method of Transportation / Summary of Activities and Rationale
Approximately 6 to 10 Zodiacs would be transporting passengers between the cruise vessel and shore at one time.  No more than 100 people would be ashore at one time. This number can be reduced if required.

The vessel will either anchor or simply stop offshore of the seabird colonies at the minimum safe distance where there is less chance of impacting wildlife and the vessel safety and passenger and crew safety will not be compromised. The final determination can only be made on the day of arrival and is influenced by numerous factors including weather, sea state, presence of wildlife, presence of ice, passenger, crew and vessel safety, etc.

Once passengers are landed ashore, they will be able to explore the location they are visiting in small groups. They will be assisted by crew members who are trained guides and naturalists that will provide safety guidance and information on the environment. The information supplied is specific to each location and is made in an effort to afford protection and conservation of the locations visited. Passengers will be instructed on where they should go, what to avoid and what is and isn't acceptable so as to avoid causing damage to any sites or to the environment they are visiting. The utmost care will be taken to provide an informative and positive experience without disruptive consequences. Crew members will also be stationed to provide a Polar Bear watch for passenger safety. Any firearms these crew will carry will be properly documented with the Canadian Border Service Agency (CBSA). The main objective of the voyage is to explore unique ecosystems while emphasizing sustainability, education and discovery while offering an exclusive experience. 
[bookmark: _Hlk93585102]Waste Disposal / Potential Environmental Impacts
HEANSEATIC Nature is equipped with a GMDSS emergency communication system and a satellite weather system, receiving real-time satellite images of weather and ice conditions in the area. The vessel also employs the latest environmental practices and technology which conform to the “Clean" ship standard (meets or exceeds all IMO, EPA and IATO operating standards), including using the cleanest-burning marine gas oil fuel and a state-of-the-art positioning system that eliminates the need for dropping anchor in fragile marine reserves. All waste, waste water and waste oil generated will be retained onboard until a port with suitable discharge facilities is available and the vessel will only intake seawater for desalination in order to provide potable water for onboard consumption. 

Measures to Avoid Dangerous Wildlife Encounters
The crew on board the cruise vessel are well versed in measures to avoid dangerous wildlife encounters.  They keep watch for dangerous animals, and will not approach land if dangerous wildlife is spotted ashore.  When ashore, food is not left unattended (if brought ashore at all).  The crew have a system in place to safely and efficiently move passengers back to the vessel by zodiac should they spot dangerous wildlife.  
Community Consultation
As agent for the cruise line, we work closely with Department of Economic Development and Transportation, Government of Nunavut to ensure all proper procedures are followed, and that all required permits are in place.  We will be contacting the communities / organizations over the next few weeks to finalize arrangements for the vessel’s cruise. 
The cruise line and vessel’s crew are very experienced and will do the utmost to minimize any potential impact to the environment, and more specifically seabird chicks in these protected areas. The cruise line is accomplished in organizing cruise in the Antarctic, White Sea, Arctic and Greenland for more than 15 years and is very sensitive to the unique attention required to the environmental areas the vessel travels within.



