Aivig (Cape Dorset) HTO
Box 300,

Cape Dorset, NU, X0A 0CO
Tel.: 807-8978

Fax: 897-8214

Email: aivig@baffinhto.ca

Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO) have proposed the following community-led
walrus research program in Kinngait during summer- fall 2025:

1. Collection of skin and blubber biopsies using CO2 guns (airguns) by a research
team (4-6 local research assistants) in boats. Skin samples will be analysed for

genetics in an assessment of walrus stock structure.

2. Remote deployment of satellite tags using crossbows (NOTE: tags will be placec
onto the upper back, and not around the tusk: walrus will not be anaesthetized).
Satellite tagging will be done from boats or land by 4-6 local research assistants.
Movement data from the tags will be used to address questions related to walrus

distribution and movements (e.g., stock structure; impacts of shipping).

3. Collect drone imagery over terrestrial haul-out sites to gather information on haul
out size, as well as numbers of adults, juveniles, and calves. This would involve
either training a local person or hiring someone with previous drone experience

to collect this imagery opportunistically. Since walrus are so sensitive to
disturbance, drones will be flown at an altitude greater than 50 m.

4. Deployment of time-lapse cameras at terrestrial haul-out sites during the open-
water season. Photos will be used to assess how numbers of walrus at haul-outs

differ over time, especially in relation to weather and other factors impacting

behaviour (e.g., disturbance from shipping). This component of the project may
also involve setting up a small, portable weather station to collect weather data af

or near the haul out site.

The proposed work is an expansion of community-led field work on walrus in

collaboration with DFO over the past couple of years. We continue to support the

proposed walrus projects for 2025.
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January 22, 2025

Paul Nagmalik

Hunters and Trappers Association
P.O. Box 14

Sanirajak, Nu

X0A 0KO

To Whom It May Concern,

I am writing this to support to deploy the hydrophone for walrus work.

Thank you for your consideration,

Hn P~ A

Sincerely,
Paul Nagmalik, HTA Chairperson




Hall Beach (Sanirajak) Hunters and Trappers Association
PO Box 14,

Hall Beach, NU X0A 0KO

Tel: 867-928-8994

Email: hbhta@baffinhto.ca

Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO) have proposed the following community-led
walrus research program in Sanirajak during summer-fall 2025:

1. Collection of skin and blubber biopsies using CO2 guns (airguns) by a research
team (4-6 local research assistants) in boats. Skin samples will be analysed for
genetics in an assessment of walrus stock structure.

2. Remote deployment of satellite tags using crossbows (NOTE: tags will be placed
onto the upper back, and not around the tusk; walrus will not be anaesthetized).
Satellite tagging will be done from boats or land by 4-6 local research assistants.
Movement data from the tags will be used to address questions related to walrus
distribution and movements (e.g., stock structure; impacts of shipping).

3. Collect drone imagery over terrestrial haul-out sites to gather information on haul-
out size, as well as numbers of adults, juveniles, and calves. This would involve
either training a local person or hiring someone with previous drone experience
to collect this imagery opportunistically. Since walrus are so sensitive to
disturbance, drones will be flown at an altitude greater than 50 m.

4. Deployment of time-lapse cameras at terrestrial haul-out sites during the open-
water season. Photos will be used to assess how numbers of walrus at haul-outs
differ over time, especially in relation to weather and other factors impacting
behaviour (e.g., disturbance from shipping). This component of the project may
also involve setting up a small, portable weather station to collect weather data at
or near the haul out site.

The proposed work is an expansion of community-led field work on walrus in
collaboration with DFO over the past couple of years. We continue to support the
proposed walrus projects for 2025.
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Aiviit (Coral Harbour) Hunters’ and Trappers’ Organization

PO Box 108

Coral Harbour, NU, X0C 0G0
Ph 867 925-9976

Fx 867 925-8300

Email: aiviit@kivallighto.ca

Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO) have proposed the following community-led
walrus research program in Coral Harbour during summer-fall 2025:

1. Collection of skin and blubber biopsies using COz2 guns (airguns) by a research
team (4-6 local research assistants) in boats. Skin samples will be analysed for
genetics in an assessment of walrus stock structure.

2. Remote deployment of satellite tags using crossbows (NOTE: tags will be placed
onto the upper back, and not around the tusk; walrus will not be anaesthetized).
Satellite tagging will be done from boats or land by 4-6 local research assistants.
Movement data from the tags will be used to address questions related to walrus
distribution and movements (e.g., stock structure; impacts of shipping).

3. Collect drone imagery over terrestrial haul-out sites to gather information on haul-
out size, as well as numbers of adults, juveniles, and calves. This would involve
either training a local person or hiring someone with previous drone experience
to collect this imagery opportunistically. Since walrus are so sensitive to
disturbance, drones will be flown at an altitude greater than 50 m.

4. Deployment of time-lapse cameras at terrestrial haul-out sites during the open-
water season. Photos will be used to assess how numbers of walrus at haul-outs
differ over time, especially in relation to weather and other factors impacting
behaviour (e.g., disturbance from shipping). This component of the project may
also involve setting up a small, portable weather station to collect weather data at
or near the haul out site.

The proposed work is an expansion of community-led field work on walrus in
collaboration with DFO over the past couple of years. We continue to support the
proposed walrus projects for 2025.
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Claire Hormby January 8, 2025
Aquatic Biclogist
Arctic Region
Fisheries and Oceans Canada
Government of Canada
201 University Crescent
Winnipeq MB R3T 2NE
Ernail; Claire Hornby@dfo-mpo.ge ca
P: 204 430 7608

Fishaeries and Oceans Canada (DFQ) have proposed the following Community-led Walrus
Research Program in NMaujaat during summer-fall 2025:

1. Collection of skin and blubber biopsies using C02 guns (airguns) by a research team (4-6 local
research assistants) in boats. Skin samples will be analysed for genetics in an assessment of
walrus stock structure.

2. Remote deployment of satellite tags using crossbows (NOTE: tags will be placed onto the upper
back, and not around the tusk; walrus will not be angesthetized). Satellite tagging will be done from
boats or land by 4-6 local research assistants. Movement data from the tags will be used to address
questions refated to walrus distribution and movements (e.g.. stock structure; impacts of shipping).

3. Collect drone imagery over terrestrial haul-out sites to gather information on haul-out siza, as wall
as numbers of adults, juveniles, and calves. This would involve either training a local person or
hiring someone with previous drone experience to collect this imagery cpportunistically. Since
walrus are so sensitive to disturbance, drones will ba flown at an altitude greater than 50 m.

4. Deployment of time-lapse cameras at terrestrial haul-out sites during the open-water season.
Photos will be used to assess how numbers of walrus at haul-outs differ over time, especially in
refation to weather and other factors impacting behaviour (e.g., disturbance from shipping). This
component of the project may also involve setting up a small, portable weather station to collact
weather data at or near the haul out site,

The proposed work is an expansion of community-led field work on walrus in collaboration with
DFO over the past couple of years. We conlinue to support the proposed walrus projects for
2025,
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Questions/comments: The board of directors are in support of numbser one Collection of skin amnd

bubbwer biopsies, 2 remote deploymaent of satellite tags using crossbows, 4 deployment of time-laps
cameras at terrestrial haul-out, but the board of directors DO NOT support 3 collecting drone imagery
over terrestrial haul-out sites.
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Igloolik Hunters and Trappers Association
PO Box 89

Igloolik, NU, X0A OLO

Ph (867) 934-8807

Email: igloolik@baffinhto.ca

Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO) have proposed the following community-led
walrus research program in Igloolik during summer-fall 2025:

1.

Collection of skin and blubber biopsies using CO2 guns (airguns) by a research
team (4-6 local research assistants) in boats. Skin samples will be analysed for
genetics in an assessment of walrus stock structure.

Remote deployment of satellite tags using crossbows (NOTE: tags will be placed
onto the upper back, and not around the tusk; walrus will not be anaesthetized).
Satellite tagging will be done from boats or land by 4-6 local research assistants.
Movement data from the tags will be used to address questions related to walrus
distribution and movements (e.g., stock structure; impacts of shipping).

Collect drone imagery over terrestrial haul-out sites to gather information on haul-
out size, as well as numbers of adults, juveniles, and calves. This would involve
either training a local person or hiring someone with previous drone experience
to collect this imagery opportunistically. Since walrus are so sensitive to
disturbance, drones will be flown at an altitude greater than 50 m.

Deployment of time-lapse cameras at terrestrial haul-out sites during the open-
water season. Photos will be used to assess how numbers of walrus at haul-outs
differ over time, especially in relation to weather and other factors impacting
behaviour (e.g., disturbance from shipping). This component of the project may
also involve setting up a small, portable weather station to collect weather data at
or near the haul out site.

The proposed work is an expansion of community-led field work on walrus in
collaboration with DFO over the past couple of years. We continue to support the
proposed walrus projects for 2025.
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