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Community Involvement and regional benefits
A wildlife monitor will be hired from the community of Baker Lake through the Hunters and Trappers Organization (HTO) to support the research team during the approximately two weeks of planned fieldwork activities. Additionally, an interpreter was hired from Baker Lake during the February 2025 engagement visit and will be re-hired, or another individual will be selected, to assist with future engagement visits and community engagements.
This project will provide direct benefits to Nunavut residents and organizations by creating local employment opportunities and supporting local businesses. This research project will require the support of local businesses for a variety of services, including accommodation and grocery/restaurant services for five individuals during the 14-15 days of proposed fieldwork. Additional services will include fuel caching, vehicle rental, equipment/sample storage and shipping, and the disposal of empty fuel drums. 
In terms of environmental benefits, the project will address a regional data gap by collecting essential soil elemental natural (background) values in areas of interest for mineral exploration. The resulting data will be made publicly available through open-access databases, contributing to long-term environmental research and aiding future conservation and resource management efforts. 

Community consultations
From February 9 to February 12, 2025, the community of Baker Lake was visited to engage with local members and organizations, including the Kivalliq Inuit Association, the Hunters and Trappers Organization, and the Hamlet of Baker Lake. During these meetings, feedback was gathered on the proposed fieldwork and research. Residents were able to ask questions directly about the region's geology and learn more about the ongoing geological studies. A visit was also made to a local teacher, providing context on the study of past glaciation to help her incorporate the information into her lessons and better understand the research materials.
During the engagement, concerns were raised regarding culturally sensitive areas, such as grave sites and archaeological sites. In response, the fieldwork plan was revised to exclude these areas from the proposed research. A follow-up visit will be scheduled after the fieldwork to present the results to the community. Additionally, other communities may be engaged as part of the broader consultation process.
