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DETAILS
Non-technical project proposal description

English: This research supports current community-based and DFO research and conservation
initiatives within the Belcher Islands (Qikiqtait Area). Coastal sampling in collaboration with
the Sanikiluaq community and partnership with the Arctic Eider Society and Hunters' and
Trappers Association will continue around the Belcher Islands through zooplankton tows and
community benthic dredge to collect invertebrate. The main species of interest includes
Icelandic scallop (Chlamys islandica), green sea urchin (Strongylocentrotus droebachiensis)
and Atlantic sea cucumbers (Cucumaria frondosa) that will continue to be collected from
spring to fall (see map) providing the opportunity to examine temporal and spatial differences
in genetic diversity, carbon source use and trophic position of each species between northern
versus southern areas of Qikiqtait. Objectives: 1) Identify sea-ice algae reliance of benthic
species, including sea scallops, urchins and sea cucumbers by analyzing highly-branched
isoprenoid (HBI). 2) Establish food web baseline using stable isotopes. 3) Compare nearshore-
offshore in their foraging ecology using biotracers.

French: NA

Inuktitut: ᐱᓕᕆᐊᒃᓴᐅᑉ ᖃᓄᐃᑦᑑᓂᖓᑕᒪᓐᓇ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᕐᓂᖅ ᐃᑲᔪᕐᓯᔪᖅ ᓄᓇᓕᓐᓂ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᕋᔭᕐᓂᒥᒃ ᐊᒻᒪ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ
ᐃᒪᕐᐱᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᓂᒃ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᕐᓂᑯᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᒥᐊᓂᕐᓯᓂᕐᒧᐊᖓᔪᓄᑦ ᓴᓂᑭᓗᐊᑉ ᕿᑭᕐᑕᖏᓐᓂᒃ (ᕿᑭᕐᑕᐃᑦ). ᓯᒡᔭᒥ
ᖃᐅᔨᓴᕐᕕᖃᕐᓂᖅ ᓴᓂᑭᓗᐊᒥ ᓄᓇᓕᓐᓂᒃ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐱᓇᓱᖃᑎᖃᓂᑯᑦ ᐅᑭᐅᕐᑕᕐᑐᒥ ᒥᑎᕐᓄᑦ ᐃᓚᒌᕝᕖᑦ−ᓂᒃ ᐊᒻᒪ
ᓄᓇᓕᓐᓂ ᐊᖑᓇᓱᑦᑐᓕᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᑲᑐᔾᔨᖃᑎᒌᓂᒃ ᑲᔪᓯᖏᓐᓇᓚᖓᔪᖅ ᓴᓂᑭᓗᐊᑉ ᕿᑭᕐᑕᖏᓐᓂ ᐃᒪᕐᒥᐅᑕᓂᒃ
ᐅᒪᔪᐊᕈᕐᓂᒃ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᕈᑎᖃᓂᑯᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᓄᓇᓕᓐᓂ ᖁᐱᕐᕈᓂᒃ ᐃᒪᕐᒥ ᓄᐊᑦᓯᓗᑎᒃ. ᐃᒪᕐᒥᐅᑕᐃᑦ ᐅᑯᐊ ᑕᓪᓗᕈᓐᓇᐃᑦ
(Chlamys islandica), ᐃᑎᓐᖑᐊᑦ (Strongylocentrotus droebachiensis) ᐊᒻᒪ ᕿᖅᑯᐊᑦ (Cucumaria
frondosa) ᓄᐊᑕᐅᖃᑦᑕᕋᔭᕐᑐᑦ ᐅᐱᕐᒐᒥᑦ ᐅᑭᐊᒃᓵᒧᑦ ᐱᕕᒃᓴᐅᒐᔭᕐᒪᑦ ᑕᒪᒃᑯᓂᖓ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᕈᑎᖃᓂᐅᒐᔭᕐᑐᑦ
ᑕᒪᐃᓐᓂ ᐅᒪᔪᐊᕈᕐᓂᒃ ᐃᖅᑲᒥᑦ ᕿᑭᕐᑕᐃᓂ. ᑐᕌᕐᑕᖏᑦ: 1) ᓇᓗᓇᐃᔭᐃᓗᑎᒃ ᓯᑯᒥ ᓂᐱᓐᖓᔪᓂᒃ ᐱᕈᕐᓕᑯᓕᒃ
ᐆᒪᔪᐊᕈᓂᒃ, ᐱᖃᓯᐅᑎᓗᒋᑦ ᑕᓪᓗᕈᓐᓇᐃᑦ, ᐃᑎᓐᖑᐊᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᕿᖅᑯᐊᑦ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᕐᑕᐅᒍᑕᐅᒐᔭᕐᓂᖏᑎᒍᑦ. 2)
ᐋᖅᑭᒃᓱᐃᓗᑎᒃ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᕈᑎᒃᓴᓂᒃ ᐊᑐᕐᓂᑯᑦ stable isotopes−ᓂᒃ. 3) ᕿᒥᕐᕈᓗᑎᒃ ᐊᔾᔨᒌᖏᓐᓂᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᓄᓇᒥ
ᓯᓇᓂᓗ ᐆᒪᔪᓕᒫᖅ ᐱᕈᖅᑐᓕᒫᑦ ᒥᒃᓵᓄᑦ.

Inuinnaqtun: NA

Personnel

Personnel on site: 3
Days on site: 56
Total Person days: 168
Operations Phase: from 2025-05-18 to 2028-11-16



Activities
Location Activity Type Land Status Site history Site archaeological

or paleontological
value

Proximity to the
nearest

communities and
any protected

areas

Sampling stations
for benthic
invertebrates
around Belcher
Islands

Sampling
sites

Marine NA NA Sanikiluaq

Community Involvement & Regional Benefits

Community Name Organization Date Contacted

Sanikiluaq Lucassie Arragutainaq HTA 2025-02-20



Authorizations
Indicate the areas in which the project is located:

Authorizations

Regulatory Authority Authorization
Description

Current Status Date Issued /
Applied

Expiry Date

Fisheries and Oceans
Canada

LICENCE TO FISH
FOR SCIENTIFIC
PURPOSES

Applied, Decision
Pending

Hunters and Trappers
Associations/Organizations

Letter of support
from the
Sanikiluaq HTA

Active 2025-05-21

Project transportation types

Transportation
Type

Proposed Use Length of Use

Water HTA Boat

Project accomodation types

Community



Material Use
Equipment to be used (including drills, pumps, aircraft, vehicles, etc)

Equipment Type Quantity Size - Dimensions Proposed Use

HTA Boat 1 28ft HTA community boat
(Silver dolphin 28) is used
to sample invertebrates
from the stations marked
in the map.

Detail Fuel and Hazardous Material Use

Detail fuel
material use:

Fuel Type Number of
containers

Container
Capacity

Total
Amount

Units Proposed
Use

Gasoline fuel 50 25 1250 Gallons Boat fuel

Water Consumption

Daily amount (m3) Proposed water retrieval
methods

Proposed water retrieval
location

0



Waste
Waste Management

Project Activity Type of Waste Projected Amount
Generated

Method of
Disposal

Additional
treatment

procedures

Information is not available

Environmental Impacts:

NA



Additional Information
SECTION A1: Project Info

SECTION A2: Allweather Road

SECTION A3: Winter Road

SECTION B1: Project Info

SECTION B2: Exploration Activity

SECTION B3: Geosciences

SECTION B4: Drilling

SECTION B5: Stripping

SECTION B6: Underground Activity

SECTION B7: Waste Rock

SECTION B8: Stockpiles

SECTION B9: Mine Development

SECTION B10: Geology

SECTION B11: Mine

SECTION B12: Mill

SECTION C1: Pits

SECTION D1: Facility

SECTION D2: Facility Construction

SECTION D3: Facility Operation

SECTION D4: Vessel Use

SECTION E1: Offshore Survey

SECTION E2: Nearshore Survey

SECTION E3: Vessel Use



SECTION F1: Site Cleanup

SECTION G1: Well Authorization

SECTION G2: Onland Exploration

SECTION G3: Offshore Exploration

SECTION G4: Rig

SECTION H1: Vessel Use

SECTION H2: Disposal At Sea

SECTION I1: Municipal Development

Description of Existing Environment: Physical Environment

Description of Existing Environment: Biological Environment

Description of Existing Environment: Socio-economic Environment

Miscellaneous Project Information

Identification of Impacts and Proposed Mitigation Measures

Cumulative Effects



Impacts
Identification of Environmental Impacts

Construction
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Operation
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Decommissioning
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

(P = Positive, N = Negative and non-mitigatable, M = Negative and mitigatable, U = Unknown)



Project Location

List of Project Geometries

1 point Sampling stations for benthic invertebrates around Belcher Islands


