Community Consultation Correspondence (Panniqtuuq):
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We are currently waiting to hear back from Anita Evic, and will follow up soon. 
image1.png
Microbial Permafrost in the Context of Climate Change inbox x X a8

Sebastian Charge Thu Apr24,721AM  ¥¢ @ @ i
to anita.evic@pangnirtung.ca, me, Sarah v

Hi Anita,
Great connecting with you other the other day. Adventure Canada is very much looking forward to visiting!

As a separate matter, | want to connect you with Gwen Freeze. Gwen hopes to collect soil samples and permafrost cores across the Arctic this August to learn more
about the microbial communities present and how they will respond to permafrost thaw in different northern regions.

By understanding these processes, we can better predict greenhouse gas emissions from Arctic permafrost, which will ultimately help support climate resilience
planning for northern communities, strengthen advocacy for northern interests, and improve climate change models.

Gwen is hoping to connect with a couple of people in the community to discuss her research and get some local perspectives on climate change.
Il leave it to Gwen to reach out from here.
Best,

Sebastian Charge
Operations Manager
Adventure Canada
Office: 1-289-326-4795
Mobile: 1-613-410-5598
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Hi Anita,
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Hi Anita,
Itis lovely to connect with you and thanks so much for the introduction, Sebastian. My apologies for the slow reply.

As Sebastian mentioned, | am hoping to collect soil and permafrost samples this August throughout the Canadian Arctic. This work is part of an ongoing project in Dr. Eric Bottos' lab at
Thompson Rivers University in British Columbia, where he studies the microbial lfe in Arctic permafrost and how it responds to warming temperatures. | have been working with
Adventure Canada since 2018, and so this year | am excited to combine the work | do onboard with conducting microbial field research, which is what my academic background was
focused on.

As Adventure Canada is planning a visit to Panniqtuug this August, and as | will be travelling onboard, Eric and | would be honoured to include your community as one of our potential
sampling locations. The aim of our research is to better understand greenhouse gas emissions resulting from permafrost thaw—knowledge that we hope can ultimately contribute to
improved climate modelling and support climate resilience planning in northem communities. We recognize that permafrost change is deeply connected to the fand and daily life in Arctic
communities, and our goal is to ensure this research is guided by and responsive to northem perspectives and priorities.

That said, it is very important to us that Panniqtuuq and its community members are involved in the research process at each stage (development, delivery, and outcomes), should there
be interest. If there are individuals or organizations in the community who would like to learn more, we would be very grateful for the opportunity to share details about the project's
goals, methods, potential outcomes, or any other aspect of interest. Above all, we are committed to work with Pannigtuug community members to ensure this research respects the
community’s knowledge and priorities, and would also greatly welcome and appreciate any feedback or questions about the research.

To give a sense of what the field work entails, we plan to collect a small amount of surface soil (just above the permafrost layer) and, where conditions allow, a small permafrost core at
each of our sampling locations across the Arctic. On the day of sampling, we would be very grateful for the opportunity to collaborate with any interested community members. In
particular, we would greatly value local guidance in identifying a sampling site that is appropriate and respectful of the land, as well as welcome help in collecting the soil samples
themselves. If a few individuals from the community would be interested in participating, we would love to discuss the detals further, including fair compensation for their time,
knowledge, and contributions.

At this stage, we are in the process of applying for the necessary research permits and licenses, and would be honoured to include Pannigtuug in our research. Itis our priority that
community members and all Nunavut residents have access to the data and research findings that result from this work, and that they are shared in the most inclusive and accessible
way possible.

Please don't hesitate to reach out if you have any questions, concerns, or would like to discuss the project further. We really appreciate your time and consideration.

Kind regards,
Gwen Freeze




