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P.O. Box 360

Kugluktuk, NU X0B 0EO
Telephone: (867) 982-3310
Fax: (867) 982-3311
www.kitia.ca

January 27, 2025

Nunavut Impact Review Board
P.O. Box 1360
Cambridge Bay, NU X0B 0CO

Sent via email: info@nirb.ca

Re: NIRB File No. 25EN075: KitlA comments regarding Somerset Minerals Ltd
“Coppermine Project” Project Proposal

To the Nunavut Impact Review Board,

The Kitikmeot Inuit Association (KitlA) would like to thank the Nunavut Impact Review
Board (NIRB) for the opportunity to provide comments on Somerset Minerals Ltd’s
“Coppermine Project” Project Proposal. Please see the following comments from KitlA
on the proposal at this time.

Timing and Wildlife Sensitivities

o KitlA acknowledges the project’s proposed activities including prospecting, non-
invasive aerial or ground geophysical surveys, downhole geophysical surveys,
rock chip sampling, till sampling, diamond drilling, and RC drilling to test targets
may take place during all seasons of the year and taking place on two different
camp sites. One of the proposed camp sites being on Inuit Owned Land (IOL);
Camp Jura.

e KitlA encourages all involved with Somerset Mineral for the duration of their
proposed project to remain mindful of local wildlife sensitivity periods, including
caribou migrating and calving during the months of May - July. Caribou are an
important and staple source of food for community members of Kugluktuk, and
all caribou mitigation measures and permit conditions should be thoroughly
followed during this sensitive time.

e Wildlife should be closely monitored (such as grizzly bears, wolves, wolverines,

foxes) to ensure safety to all those within the campsite. A bear monitor is highly
recommended to have during all phases of the proposed project.
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Operations and Camp

For the duration of the camp, all waste, fuel containers, and temporary
infrastructure should be removed from the site at the end of operations as per
permit requirements. KIA encourages adherence to “leave-no-trace” principles
and recommends that all food, waste, and other potential wildlife attractants be
securely stored in sealed, animal-resistant containers to minimize the risk of
wildlife interactions.

The storage, transportation and handling of all fuel (jet fuel, diesel, gas, other)
should be with proper care and should be stored in secondary containment. All
waste fuel should be properly contained until it is able to be properly disposed of.
Emphasis should be taken on the Waste and Fuel Management Plan to ensure
that the environment is prioritized and negative impacts to the environment are
mitigated.

Water usage from any Project drilling and activities should be properly managed
throughout operations.

Coordination with Local Organizations

Engagement with the local HTO’s and community members is expected, and KitlA
encourages continued communication with the Kugluktuk’s local Hunter and
Trappers Organization (Angoniatit HTO) to share plans and gather local insight—
especially regarding land use, trail making, wildlife observations, or sensitive
cultural areas of importance.

Inuit Employment and Capacity Building

KitlA would like to encourage hiring local Inuit Beneficiaries to help support the
project as the local knowledge of the area, animals and environment would
support both the project and local community members with employment
opportunities.

If you have any question regarding the attached submission, please contact the
undersigned directly at jamagoalik@kitia.ca
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Jennifer Amagoalik
Project Officer, Department of Land, Environment and Resources
Kitikmeot Inuit Association

Cc: Cory Barker, Interim Director of Lands, Environment and Resources, KitlA
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