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March 30, 2026

By Email

Nunavut Impact Review Board
P.O. Box 1360

Cambridge Bay, NU

X0B 0CO

Attention: Mia Beatty, Impact Assessment Officer

Dear Mia Beattie:

Re: Comments on Inuit Mining & Exploration’s “Cache Zone 2026” Project
Proposal; NIRB File No. 26EN012

Sayisi Dene First Nation and Northlands Denesuline First Nation (collectively referred to
as “Ghotelnene K’'odtineh Dene”) appreciate the opportunity to provide comments on Inuit
Mining & Exploration’s Cache Zone 2026 project proposal.

Ghotelnene K'odtineh Dene have, and continue to, harvest Beverly/Qamanirjuaq caribou
throughout our traditional territory in what is now Nunavut, Manitoba, Saskatchewan, and
the Northwest Territories. Ghotelnene K'odtineh Dene have Section 35 rights throughout
our traditional territory. The existence, culture, way of life and rights of our people are
deeply connected to the caribou and its habitat — any harm to the caribou is a harm to the
Dene.

The Cache Zone 2026 project is located in critical habitat for the Qamanirjuaq herd: the
calving and post-calving grounds. The Qamanirjuaq herd is also known to be in the project
area during the spring migration, summer, pre-breeding, and rut or breeding seasons. As
noted above, caribou are critical to our well-being, way of life and the exercise of our
rights. While the duration (July 28 to August 3, 2026) of the proposed activities is short
and intensity relatively low, Ghotelnene K’'odtineh Dene wish to note their concern with
respect to any future change to the timing or increase in the intensity of activities related
to this project.

Ghotelnene K'odtineh Dene also note the need for greater assessment of the cumulative
impacts to wildlife and wildlife habitat, particularly caribou, from projects within the range
of the Beverly/Qamanirjuaq herd. These include:

e Victory Lake

e Whale Cove Project Camp and Regional Exploration Expansion



Baker Basin Project

Angilak Property

Hook Lake

Nut Lake Project

Meliadine Mine

Kivalliq Hydro-Fibre Link Project
Aberdeen Lake-Pelly Lake Overland Haul
Ferguson Lake Prject

North Thelon Joint Venture
Schultz Lake Campsite and Exploration
Turgavik Aberdeen Project
Marce Claims Exploration
Huckleberry Claim

Tagak

Tugak Gold Project

Witch Lake Claim Staking
Meadowbank Mine’'s Complex
Nunavut Uranium Project
Thelon Property
Turquetil-Esker Drilling Program
Yath Property

Potential long-term adverse irreversible cumulative effects are possible from increased
stress to caribou and impacts to caribou habitat. There does not appear to be an effective
framework for the identification and assessment of cumulative impacts to caribou that
could result from the impacts of the proposed activities combined with those of any other
project that has been carried out, is being carried out or is likely to be carried out within
the Beverly/Qamanirjuaqg herds’ range in Nunavut.

Ghotelnene K'odtineh Dene highlight the need for greater assessment of the cumulative
impacts to wildlife and wildlife habitat, particularly caribou, from projects within the
Beverly/Qamanirjuaq herds’ range in Nunavut. As noted above, caribou are critical to our
well-being, way of life and the exercise of our rights.

Masi cho,
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Geoff Bussidor Benji Denechezhe
Chief Negotiator Chief Negotiator
Sayisi Dene First Nation Northlands Denesuline First Nation



