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DETAILS

Non-technical project proposal description

English:

French:

Who: Environment and Climate Change Canada (ECCC) as owner of the Isachsen High Arctic
Weather Station (HAWS) and Crown-Indigenous Relations and Northern Affairs Canada
(CIRNAC) as owner of the Pioneer Bundle Sites (Cape Isachsen and Kristoffer Bay), through
Public Services and Procurement Canada as contracting managers, have retained an experienced
and qualified team of consultants and will be tendering for contractors for the proposed
undertaking.What: The proposed undertaking is the full-scale remediation of the Isachsen High
Arctic Weather Station (HAWS). The Isachsen HAWS is a former weather station and is occupied
by 22 permanent structures, an airstrip, former water and sewage infrastructure, fuel storage and
distribution facilities, power generation equipment, two on-site waste disposal areas, fuel tanks,
thousands of empty/partially empty drums, other abandoned equipment, and debris. The
remediation scope involves the demolition of on-site buildings, off-site removal and disposal of
hazardous materials, borrow development, construction of an on-site landfill, collection and
disposal of all non-hazardous waste in the on-site landfill, and placing aggregate to cap the
existing waste disposal areas. The Isachsen remediation has been bundled with two smaller sites
on Ellef Rignes Isand: Cape Isachsen and Kristoffer Bay. These sites are former oil exploration
sites and contain a minor quantity of non-hazardous surface debris. Their locations (within 75 km
of Isachsen) makes it cost-effective to bundle them with the scope of work for Isachsen. Their
remedial scope involves removing all surface debris. Why: The Isachsen HAWS site is being
remediated because it has been abandoned after being not needed for program requirements
once weather reporting was automated and the site was de-staffed in 1978. The buildings are in
an advanced state of decay and there are thousands of empty fuel drums, 30 old fuel tanks, old
construction equipment, unstable and eroding landfills and other waste materials. Previous
investigations have identified several site elements which would pose an unacceptable risk to
human health and the environment if left without proper decommissioning. On-site disposal of
non-hazardous waste has been identified as the safest and most efficient means of remediation.
Non-hazardous wastes will be disposed of in an engineered landfill to be constructed at
Isachsen of a similar design to other approved arctic non-hazardous landfills. Hazardous wastes
will be abated and removed from the site for safe disposal at facilities outside of the territory.
Removal of non-hazardous waste from Isachsen would require air transportation since there is
no other means of access, and is not practical or safe. The Cape Isachsen and Kristoffer Bay sites
are also being remediated to remove legacy waste debris and restore the sites to their natural
condition as much as possible. Where: The remediation activities will take place at each
respective site, located on Ellef Ringnes Island. Temporary camp facilities will be installed at the
Isachsen HAWS site to support the clean up efforts at the site and Cape Isachsen and Kristoffer
Bay which are a half-hour flight by helicopter. When: The remediation program is planned to
start during the summer of 2027 and be completed in the fall of 2030.

Qui: Environnement et Changement climatique Canada (ECCC), en tant que propriétaire de la
Station météorologique du Haut-Arctique Isachsen (HAWS) et Relations Couronne-Autochtones
et Affaires du Nord Canada (CIRNAC), en tant que propriétaire des sites du Pioneer Bundle (Cape
Isachsen et Kristoffer Bay), par I'entremise de Services publics et Approvisionnements Canada en
tant que gestionnaires de contrats, ont retenu une équipe de consultants expérimentés et
qualifiés et feront appel d'offres pour des entrepreneurs pour I'entreprise proposée.Quoi:
L'entreprise proposée est la réhabilitation a grande échelle de la station météorologique du haut
arctique Isachsen (HAWS). Le HAWS Isachsen est une ancienne station météorologique occupée
par 22 structures permanentes, une piste d'atterrissage, d'anciennes infrastructures d'eau et
d'égouts, des installations de stockage et de distribution de carburant, des équipements de
production d'énergie, deux zones d'élimination des déchets sur place, des réservoirs de
carburant, des milliers de fts vides ou partiellement vides, d'autres équipements abandonnés et
des débris. Le champ d'action de la réhabilitation comprend la démolition des batiments sur
place, le retrait et I'élimination hors site de matiéres dangereuses, le développement emprunté,
la construction d'un site d'enfouissement, la collecte et |'élimination de tous les déchets non
dangereux dans la décharge sur place, ainsi que la pose d'agrégats pour plafonner les zones
existantes d'élimination des déchets. La réhabilitation d'Isachsen a été regroupée avec deux sites
plus petits sur I'lle Ellef Rignes : le cap Isachsen et la baie Kristoffer. Ces sites sont d'anciens sites
d'exploration pétroliére et contiennent une petite quantité de débris de surface non dangereux.
Leur emplacement (a moins de 75 km d'Isachsen) rend rentable de les intégrer a I'ensemble des
travaux pour Isachsen. Leur périmetre de remise en échec consiste a retirer tous les débris de
surface. Pourquoi: Le site HAWS d'Isachsen est en cours de réhabilitation parce qu'il a été
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abandonné apres avoir été inutilisé pour les exigences du programme une fois les rapports
météorologiques automatisés et le site dédoté en 1978. Les batiments sont dans un état avancé
de délabrement et il y a des milliers de barils de carburant vides, 30 vieux réservoirs de
carburant, de vieux équipements de construction, des sites d'enfouissement instables et en
dégradation ainsi que d'autres déchets. Des enquétes antérieures ont identifié plusieurs
éléments du site qui représenteraient un risque inacceptable pour la santé humaine et
I'environnement s'ils n'étaient laissés sans un désarmement approprié. L'élimination sur place
des déchets non dangereux a été identifiée comme le moyen de remédiation le plus sir et le
plus efficace. Les déchets non dangereux seront éliminés dans un site d'enfouissement congu
pour étre construit a Isachsen, d'un design similaire a d'autres sites d'enfouissement non
dangereux approuvés dans I'Arctique. Les déchets dangereux seront éliminés et retirés du site
pour une élimination sécuritaire dans des installations situées a I'extérieur du territoire.
L'élimination des déchets non dangereux d'Isachsen nécessiterait un transport aérien puisqu'il
n'y a pas d'autre moyen d'acces et n'est ni pratique ni sécuritaire. Les sites de Cape Isachsen et
Kristoffer Bay sont également en cours de réhabilitation afin d'enlever les déchets hérités et de
restaurer les sites dans leur état naturel autant que possible. Ou: Les activités de réhabilitation
auront lieu a chaque site respectif, situé sur I'lle Ellef Ringnes. Des installations temporaires de
camp seront installées sur le site du HAWS d'Isachsen pour soutenir les efforts de nettoyage sur
le site, ainsi que sur le cap Isachsen et la baie de Kristoffer, qui sont a une demi-heure de vol en
hélicoptere. Quand: Le programme de remise en état est prévu pour commencer a I'été 2027 et
se terminer a I'automne 2030.
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Personnel on site: 20



Days on site: 600

Total Person days: 12000

Operations Phase: from 2027-04-15 to 2031-05-30
Operations Phase: from 2026-11-01 to 2031-10-31
Post-Closure Phase: from to



Activities

Location Activity Type Land Site Site Proximity to
Status | history | archaeological | the nearest
or communities
paleontological and any
value protected
areas
LUP(2026)_IsachsenHAWS |Site Crown The site is | An archeological | Approximately
V.02 Cleanup/Remediation a former |impact 500km
high assessment
arctic found no
weather |archeological
station value at the site.
which
closed in
1978.

Community Involvement & Regional Benefits

Community Name Organization Date Contacted
Resolute Bay Community members Held community meeting |2026-01-28
and Elders from Resolute |to discuss planned
and Grise Fiord remediation at Isachsen
Resolute Bay Community members Held community meeting | 2025-01-29
and Elders from Resolute |to discuss planned
and Grise Fiord remediation at Isachsen




Authorizations

Indicate the areas in which the project is located:

North Baffin

Authorizations

Regulatory
Authority

Authorization
Description

Current Status

Date Issued /
Applied

Expiry Date

Crown-Indigenous
Relations and
Northern Affairs
Canada

CIRNAC land use
permit

Not Yet Applied

Nunavut Water
Board

Water License

Not Yet Applied

Crown-Indigenous
Relations and
Northern Affairs
Canada

CIRNAC Quarrying
Permit

Not Yet Applied

Project transportation types

Transportation
Type

Proposed Use

Length of Use

Air Transport to site via various aircraft

Project accomodation types

Temporary Camp




Material Use

Equipment to be used (including drills, pumps, aircraft, vehicles, etc)

Equipment Type Quantity Size - Dimensions Proposed Use
Nordberg C80 Crusher 1 6'x4'x7 Aggregate Production
Nordtrack CW85 1 62'x 11" x 14' Aggregate Production
Conveyor
Lokotrack ST2.3 Screener |1 39'x8'x9 Aggregate Production
WA200-8 Komatsu 1 25'x 8" x 10' Aggregate Production,
Loader aircraft loading
HM300 Komatsu Rock 2 34'x10'x 12 Hauling of aggregate /
Truck demolition waste
PC200LC Excavator 1 31'x 10" x10' Aggregate Production,

demolition, grading
D7 Cat Dozer 1 18'x 11" x 11 Aggregate production,
placement and grading
Kubota Backhoe 1 16'x5'x 8' Structure demolition,
waste handling, grading
Ford Dump Truck 2 25'x 8" x 10' Demolition waste hauling
Mid-sized ATV 2 5x4' x4 Personnel transport
Ford F350 Pickup Truck 22'x8'x 7' Personnel transport,
refueling equipment
L.A.D - Limited Access 1 8'x3'x6' Aggregate Production
Drill
Honda 2' Pump 2 2'x2'x2' Dewatering, transfer of
non-potable water for
camp operations
Bobcat PL65 Light Tower |4 9'x5x9 Power supply, lighting
CAT DE100EO Generator 6'x3"x5' Camp power supply
Detail Fuel and Hazardous Material Use
Detail fuel | Fuel Type Number of Container Total Units Proposed Use
material use: containers Capacity Amount
Aviation fuel |fuel 1 10000 10000 Liters Aircraft Use
Diesel fuel 1 630000 630000 Liters Camp
Operations
and Equipment
Gasoline fuel 1 12000 12000 Liters Camp
Operations
and Equipment
Propane fuel 1 5000 5000 Liters Camp
Operations
and Equipment

Water Consumption

Daily amount (m3)

Proposed water retrieval

methods

Proposed water retrieval

location

Pump from meltwater pond.

North of the site's runway.




Waste

Waste Management

Cleanup/Remediation

Project Activity Type of Waste | Projected Amount Method of Additional
Generated Disposal treatment
procedures

Site Combustible wastes | 13000L Off-site disposal Liquid contained in

drums will be
disposed of off-site
and fuels remaining
in the on-site tanks
will be emptied into
an appropriate
container and
transported off-site
for disposal.

Site
Cleanup/Remediation

Hazardous waste

55 cubic meters

Containerization
and disposal in the
in-site landfill

This waste stream is
asbestos containing
materials. Following
safe abatement the
materials will be
containerized and
disposed of in the
on site landfill.

Site
Cleanup/Remediation

Hazardous waste

4 cubic meters

Off-site disposal at
an appropriate
facility.

Hazardous wastes
will be handled
safely and
containerized for
transport according
to TDG regulations.

Site
Cleanup/Remediation

Non-Combustible
wastes

5350 cubic metrs

Disposal in the on-
site landfill

This waste stream
includes all non
hazardous site
wastes from
building demolition,
vehicles, tanks,
drums and
scattered debris.
Tanks and drums
will be cleaned and
crushed/cut up
prior to disposal.
The buildings will
undergo hazardous
materials
abatement prior to
demolition.

Environmental Impacts:

Given that the Project will have a positive impact on many of the valued ecological components and valued
socio-economic components upon completion, the short duration of Project activities, and the absence of
other projects in the region that could interact with the Project in a cumulative manner, no cumulative
environmental effects are anticipated to result from completion of the Project activities. An emergency
response plan, erosion and sediment control plan, spill prevention plan, waste management plan, and
wildlife management plan will be in place for the project.




Additional Information
SECTION A1: Project Info

SECTION A2: Allweather Road
SECTION A3: Winter Road
SECTION B1: Project Info
SECTION B2: Exploration Activity
SECTION B3: Geosciences
SECTION B4: Drilling

SECTION B5: Stripping

SECTION B6: Underground Activity
SECTION B7: Waste Rock
SECTION B8: Stockpiles

SECTION B9: Mine Development
SECTION B10: Geology

SECTION B11: Mine

SECTION B12: Mill

SECTION C1: Pits
See attached remedial action plan summary.

SECTION D1: Facility

SECTION D2: Facility Construction
SECTION D3: Facility Operation
SECTION D4: Vessel Use

SECTION E1: Offshore Survey

SECTION E2: Nearshore Survey



SECTION E3: Vessel Use

SECTION F1: Site Cleanup
See attached remedial action plan summary.

SECTION G1: Well Authorization
SECTION G2: Onland Exploration
SECTION G3: Offshore Exploration
SECTION G4: Rig

SECTION H1: Vessel Use

SECTION H2: Disposal At Sea
SECTION I1: Municipal Development

Description of Existing Environment: Physical Environment

See attached remedial action plan summary.

Description of Existing Environment: Biological Environment

See attached remedial action plan summary.

Description of Existing Environment: Socio-economic Environment

The nearest community is 500km away and the site is not near any protected areas. An archeological
impact assessment was conducted and no archeologically significant site were found at Isachsen.

Miscellaneous Project Information

See attached remedial action plan summary.

Identification of Impacts and Proposed Mitigation Measures
See attached remedial action plan summary.

Cumulative Effects

None expected with proper mitigation measures.



Impacts
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Identification of Environmental Impacts
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Construction

Site

Cleanup/Remediation

Operation

Site

Cleanup/Remediation

issioning

Decomm

Unknown)

Negative and non-mitigatable, M = Negative and mitigatable, U

(P = Positive, N



Project Location

List of Project Geometries

1  polyline LUP(2026)_IsachsenHAWS V.02
2  point Cape Isachsen
3  point Kristoffer Bay




