Spill Contingency Plan
Contact:
Graydon Kowal – +1-403-862-1234
1. Introduction
This Spill Contingency Plan (SCP) has been prepared for the 2026 diamond drilling program at the Esker Project. It reflects the increased operational scale relative to prior surface programs and is intended to meet the expectations of the Kivalliq Inuit Association (KIA), Nunavut Planning Commission (NPC), and Nunavut Water Board (NWB).
The objectives of this Plan are to:
• Prevent spills of fuel and hazardous materials;
• Protect land, water, wildlife, and traditional land use;
• Establish clear spill classification and response procedures;
• Ensure timely regulatory notification and reporting;
• Minimize environmental impact in the event of an accidental release.
This Plan applies to all Guardian Exploration Inc. personnel, drill contractors, helicopter contractors, and subcontractors operating at the Esker Project during the 2026 field season.
2. Project Summary (2026 Program)
Duration (Drilling and Camp Operations): August 1 – October 31, 2026
Demobilization: By late October 2026
Personnel: 12–15 staff (maximum 18)
Primary Activities:
• Helicopter-supported diamond drilling
• Closed-loop water recirculation system;
• Use of camp at Esker
Fuel and Hazardous Materials (Maximum at Any Given Time On Site):
Diesel: 2,500–4,000 L (drill, generators, equipment)
Gasoline: Limited quantities in approved containers
Propane: Standard cylinders (cooking and camp use)
Drill Additives: Polymers, biodegradable drilling muds, lubricants, foam (as required)
Laboratory Chemicals: Small container quantities only
Estimated Total Seasonal Diesel Use: ~40,000 L
3. Spill Prevention
3.1 Fuel Storage
• All bulk fuel stored a minimum of 100 m from water bodies where practicable;
• Secondary containment (bermed liner, trays, or approved containment system) with capacity ≥110% of largest container;
• Drums stored upright, sealed, and secured against tipping;
• Fuel storage areas clearly marked and access restricted;
• Daily inspection of storage area by designated Fuel / Environmental Monitor.
3.2 Fuel Handling and Transfer
• Refueling conducted by trained personnel only;
• Spill trays placed beneath hose connections and transfer points;
• Pumps attended at all times during transfer;
• No refueling within 100 m of water unless fully contained;
• Immediate shutdown of transfer operations if leak observed.
3.3 Equipment Maintenance
• Routine inspection of drill rigs, pumps, generators, and fuel lines;
• Immediate repair of leaks;
• Absorbent pads placed beneath stationary equipment where appropriate.
3.4 Drill Additives and Chemicals
• Stored in sealed containers within containment bins;
• No bulk chemical storage;
• Used only as required for drilling efficiency.
4. Helicopter Fueling and Sling Operations Protocol
Given helicopter-supported operations, the following controls apply:
• No fuel sling loads flown over open water bodies where practicable;
• No refueling of helicopters over water;
• Refueling conducted only at designated landing zones on stable ground;
• Fuel drums inspected prior to sling loading;
• Pilot and ground crew communication confirmed before transfer;
• Spill kit present at helicopter refueling location;
• Any fuel drum damaged during sling operations removed from service immediately.
Helicopter contractor must comply with this SCP and applicable aviation safety regulations.
5. Spill Response Equipment On Site
Spill kits maintained at:
• Fuel storage area;
• Active drill pads;
• Core logging facility;
• Camp areas;
• Helicopter refueling zone.
Equipment includes:
• Absorbent pads, socks, pillows;
• Hydrocarbon absorbent granules;
• Shovels and hand tools;
• Heavy-duty disposal bags;
• PPE (gloves, goggles, coveralls);
• Empty drums for contaminated materials;
• Portable containment berms.
Spill kits inspected weekly and restocked as required.
6. Spill Classification and Reporting Matrix
Spills are classified as follows:
Class I – Minor Spill
<20 L, contained on impermeable surface, no risk to water.
Action: Immediate containment and cleanup. Internal documentation required.
Class II – Moderate Spill
20–100 L or spill to soil with limited migration potential.
Action: Immediate containment, soil excavation as required, internal documentation.
Notification to Project Manager and KIA.
Class III – Major Spill
100 L OR any quantity entering water OR spill with potential to reach water.
Action: Immediate containment and notification.
Report immediately to Nunavut Spill Line (867-920-8130).
Notify GN Department of Environment and KIA.
Written follow-up within 24 hours.
Detailed incident report within 30 days.
All spill volumes are estimates pending field verification.
7. Spill Response Procedures
7.1 Immediate Actions
• Ensure safety of personnel;
• Stop source (close valve, upright container, shut down equipment);
• Contain spill using absorbents and natural barriers;
• Prevent migration toward water bodies.
7.2 Cleanup
• Excavate contaminated soil where required;
• Place contaminated material in sealed containers;
• Remove from site for approved disposal unless otherwise directed by regulators;
• Restore and stabilize affected area.
No contaminated material will be buried without regulatory approval.
7.3 Documentation
Record:
• Date and time;
• Location (UTM if feasible);
• Material and estimated volume;
• Cause;
• Weather conditions;
• Response actions;
• Photographs where feasible.
Maintain spill log for duration of field season.

8. Training and Responsibility
All field staff and contractors will receive spill response training prior to commencement of drilling operations.
A designated Fuel / Environmental Monitor will:
• Oversee fuel storage and handling;
• Conduct inspections;
• Maintain spill log;
• Coordinate reporting and regulatory communication.
Drill and helicopter contractors must acknowledge and comply with this SCP.
9. Plan Review
This Spill Contingency Plan will be reviewed:
• Prior to commencement of drilling;
• After any Class II or Class III spill;
• At conclusion of the 2026 field season.
Revisions will be documented and communicated to all personnel.
10. Conclusion
Guardian Exploration Inc. is committed to responsible fuel and chemical management during the 2026 Esker drilling program. Prevention, rapid response, transparent reporting, and regulatory compliance form the foundation of this Plan.
Emergency Contacts
Agency / Contact
Guardian Exploration CEO
Graydon Kowal – +1-403-862-1234
Nunavut Spill Line
867-920-8130
spills@gov.nu.ca
GN Department of Environment – Environmental Emergencies
867-920-8130
Kivalliq Inuit Association
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