ARCHAEOLOGICAL CHANCE FIND PROCEDURE - 2026

1.0 PURPOSE
This Archaeological Chance Find Procedure establishes the protocol to be followed if archaeological materials, cultural artifacts, or heritage resources are encountered during the 2026 diamond drilling program at the Esker Gold Project.
The purpose of this procedure is to:
• Protect archaeological and cultural heritage resources;
• Ensure compliance with applicable territorial legislation and regulatory requirements;
• Respect Inuit cultural values and traditional land use;
• Provide clear guidance to field personnel and contractors.
This procedure applies to all Guardian Exploration Inc. personnel, contractors, subcontractors, drill crews, and helicopter operators.
This procedure is implemented in accordance with the Nunavut Archaeological and Palaeontological Sites Regulations (under the Nunavut Act) and related territorial heritage protection legislation administered by the Government of Nunavut, Department of Culture and Heritage.
This procedure applies to all Guardian Exploration Inc. personnel, contractors, subcontractors, drill crews, and helicopter operators.

2.0 DEFINITIONS
For the purposes of this procedure, a “chance find” includes, but is not limited to:
• Stone tools or lithic flakes;
• Bone, antler, or ivory artifacts;
• Historic campsites or tent rings;
• Inuksuit or other stone features;
• Burial sites or human remains;
• Cultural materials associated with historic or traditional land use;
• Any unusual feature that may have archaeological or cultural significance.


3.0 IMMEDIATE RESPONSE PROCEDURE
If any suspected archaeological or cultural material is encountered:
1. Stop Work Immediately
All work within a minimum 30 metre radius of the find will cease immediately.
2. Secure the Area
The location will be flagged or otherwise marked to prevent disturbance. No material will be moved, handled, or collected.
3. Protect the Find
Equipment will be relocated as necessary to avoid vibration or accidental damage.
4. Notify Site Supervisor
The Field Supervisor will be informed immediately.

4.0 NOTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS
Upon confirmation of a potential archaeological find, the Site Supervisor will:
• Notify Guardian Exploration Inc. management;
• Notify the Kivalliq Inuit Association (KIA);
• Notify the Government of Nunavut – Department of Culture and Heritage;
• Provide location coordinates (UTM), photographs (if appropriate), and a brief description of the find.
No work will resume in the affected area until guidance or authorization is received from appropriate authorities.

5.0 HUMAN REMAINS
If suspected human remains are encountered:
• All work will cease immediately;
• The area will be secured and left undisturbed;
• The find will be reported immediately to territorial authorities and KIA;
• No photographs will be publicly circulated;
• No further action will be taken until direction is provided by competent authorities.
Human remains will be treated with the utmost respect.

6.0 RESUMPTION OF WORK
Work may only resume within the affected area after:
• Written or verbal clearance is provided by the appropriate territorial authority; or
• Direction is provided specifying avoidance measures or mitigation requirements.
If required, drill collar locations, access routes, or infrastructure may be adjusted to avoid the protected area.

7.0 TRAINING AND AWARENESS
Prior to commencement of field activities, all personnel will receive a briefing on:
• Recognition of potential archaeological materials;
• The importance of cultural heritage protection;
• Immediate stop-work requirements;
• Reporting obligations.
Compliance with this procedure is mandatory.

8.0 DOCUMENTATION
A record will be maintained of:
• Date and time of discovery;
• Discovering personnel;
• Location coordinates;
• Description of materials observed;
• Actions taken;
• Correspondence with authorities.
Documentation will be retained in project records.

9.0 STATUTORY REFERENCES
This procedure is guided by, and intended to comply with:
• Nunavut Archaeological and Palaeontological Sites Regulations (Nunavut Act);
• Applicable provisions of the Nunavut Land Claims Agreement relating to heritage resource protection;
• Direction issued by the Government of Nunavut – Department of Culture and Heritage;
• Relevant terms and conditions of land use approvals issued by KIA and NPC.
Nothing in this procedure limits the authority of territorial regulators to require additional protective measures or site-specific mitigation.

10.0 COMMITMENT STATEMENT
Guardian Exploration Inc. acknowledges the cultural significance of Inuit heritage resources and is committed to protecting archaeological materials encountered during exploration activities. This Chance Find Procedure will be implemented throughout the 2026 drilling program.


