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Introduction and background 
 
Since 2012, Natural Resources Canada has been conducting research on the marine 
geology of Baffin Bay. The purpose of this research is to understand the geological 
history, processes and geological hazards offshore Baffin Island. The research is used to 
provide advice to stakeholders for the management of this large offshore area. 
 
The original application for the research licence occurred in 2015. At the time, a 1 
month-long marine geology expedition was planned for August-September 2015. After 
the research licence was granted, the expedition was postponed until 2017 due to issues 
with the research vessel. In May 2015 and March 2016, community engagement sessions 
were held in Clyde River, Qikiqtarjuaq, Pangnirtung and Iqaluit. In 2016, the research 
licence was renewed, but no fieldwork was conducted. As of December 2016, the 
proposed plan is for 2 research expeditions to take place in 2017. The first would occur 
between July 22 and August 28 on RV Maria S. Merian and the second occurring 
between August 11 and September 13 onboard CCGS Hudson. The majority of the 
research proposed for 2017 would take place outside of the NLCA boundary (Figure 1). 
The work will consist of seabed mapping and sampling as described in the information 
presented to the communities and provided to NRI in the original licence application.        
   
 
2016 Activities 
 
No fieldwork was conducted in 2016. Community engagement sessions were held in 
March 2016 to provide and update on research activities and get input into plans 
proposed for 2017. Office and lab based research was ongoing in the areas of geological 
framework and marine geological hazards.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Figure 1- Map showing the proposed research areas in yellow. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ᐊ ᕐ ᕌ ᒍ ᑕ ᒫ ᖅ ᓯ ᐅ ᑏ ᑦ  ᓇᐃ ᓪ ᓕᑎᖅ ᓯ ᒪ ᔪ ᑦ  
 
ᐊ ᐅ ᓚᓂᖅ :  ᓄᓇᒥ ᒃ  ᖃᐅ ᔨ ᓴ ᕐ ᓂᖅ  ᕿᑭ ᖅ ᑖ ᓘᑉ  ᐃᒪ ᕕᖓᓂ  (ᓚᐃ ᓴ ᓐ ᓯ  #02 045 16R-M) 
ᓚᐃᓴ ᓐ ᓯ ᑖ ᖅ ᑎᑕ ᐅ ᔪ ᑦ :  ᑭ ᐅ ᓪ ᕕ ᓐ  ᑳ ᒻ ᕗᓪ , ᓄᓇᒥ ᐅ ᑕ ᓕᕆᔨ ᒃ ᑯ ᑦ  ᑲ ᓇᑕ ᒥ , 1 Challenger Drive, 

Dartmouth, NS, B2Y 4A2 
ᐱᓕᕆᖃᑎᒌ ᑦ ᑐ ᑦ :  ᑭ ᐅ ᓪ ᕕ ᓐ  ᑳ ᒻ ᕗᓪ , ᕌ ᕕ  ᕙᓇᑦ , ᑯ ᕆᔅ  ᔭ ᐅ ᐊ , ᐊ ᓚᓐ  ᑲ ᑦ ᓯ ᖕ ᑕ ᓐ   
 
 
ᓇᓗᓇᐃᔭ ᖅ ᑕ ᐅ ᓂᖏᖅ  ᐃᓗᓕᖏᓪ ᓗ  
 
2012−ᒥ ᓂᑦ , ᓄᓇᒥ ᐅ ᑕ ᓕᕆᔨ ᒃ ᑯ ᑦ  ᑲ ᓇᑕ ᒥ  ᖃᐅ ᔨ ᓴ ᕐ ᓂᖃᖃᑦ ᑕ ᖅ ᓯ ᒪ ᒻ ᒪ ᑕ  ᐃᒪ ᕕ ᒻ ᒥ  ᓄᓇᓄᑦ  ᕿᑭ ᖅ ᑖ ᓘᑉ  
ᐃ ᑭ ᖓᓂ. ᐱᔾ ᔪ ᑕ ᐅ ᔪ ᖅ  ᖃᐅ ᔨ ᓴ ᕐ ᓂᕐ ᒧ ᑦ  ᑐ ᑭ ᓯ ᑲ ᓐ ᓂᕈ ᒪ ᓪ ᓗᑎ ᒃ  ᓄᓇᐅ ᑉ  ᐱᐅ ᓯ ᕆᓯ ᒪ ᔭ ᖓᓂᒃ , 
ᐊ ᐅ ᓚᓂᐅ ᓯ ᒪ ᔪ ᓂᒃ  ᐊ ᒻ ᒪ ᓗ  ᓄᓇᐃ ᑦ  ᐊ ᑦ ᑕ ᕐ ᓇᕈ ᓐ ᓇᖅ ᑐ ᑦ  ᐃᑭ ᖓᓂ  ᕿᑭ ᖅ ᑖ ᓘᑉ . ᖃᐅ ᔨ ᓴ ᕐ ᓂᖅ  
ᐊ ᑐ ᖅ ᑕ ᐅ ᔪ ᖅ  ᐅᖃᐅ ᔾ ᔨ ᒋ ᐊ ᕈ ᑕ ᐅ ᓪ ᓗᓂ ᑎᒍ ᒥ ᐊ ᖅ ᑎᓂᒃ  ᐊ ᐅ ᓚᑕ ᐅ ᓂᖓᓄᑦ  ᑕ ᒪ ᑦ ᓱ ᒪ  ᐊᖏᔪ ᐊ ᓘᑉ  ᐃᑭ ᐅ ᑉ .  
 
ᑐ ᑦ ᓯ ᕋ ᐅ ᑕ ᐅ ᒋ ᐊ ᓐ ᖓᖅ ᓯ ᒪ ᔪ ᖅ  ᖃᐅ ᔨ ᓴ ᓂᕐ ᒧ ᑦ  ᓚᐃ ᓴ ᓐ ᓯ ᒧ ᑦ  ᐊ ᑑ ᑎᓚᐅ ᖅ ᓯ ᒪ ᔪ ᖅ  2015−ᒥ . ᑕ ᐃ ᑦ ᓱ ᒪ ᓂ, 
ᑕ ᖅ ᑭ ᓕᒫ ᒥ ᒃ  ᐃᒪ ᕐ ᒥ ᒃ  ᓄᓇᓂᒃ  ᖃᐅ ᔨ ᓴ ᕐ ᓂᕐ ᒥ ᒃ  ᐸ ᕐ ᓇᑕ ᐅ ᓯ ᒪ ᔪ ᖃᔪ ᔪ ᖅ  ᐊ ᐅ ᒡ ᒍ ᓯ −ᓯ ᑦ ᑕ ᕝ ᕙ  2015. 
ᖃᐅ ᔨ ᓴ ᕐ ᓂᕐ ᒧ ᑦ  ᓚᐃᓴ ᓐ ᓯ ᑖ ᖅ ᑎᑕ ᐅ ᓯ ᒪ ᓕᖅ ᓱ ᑎ ᒃ , ᖃᐅ ᔨ ᓴ ᕐ ᓂᖓᑦ  ᑭ ᖑᕙᕆᐊ ᖅ ᑕ ᐅ ᔪ ᔪ ᖅ  2017−ᒧ ᑦ  
ᐃ ᓱ ᒫ ᓘᑏ ᑦ  ᐱ ᔾ ᔪ ᑕ ᐅ ᓪ ᓗᑎ ᒃ  ᐅ ᒥ ᐊ ᕐ ᔪ ᐊ ᕐ ᒨ ᖓᔪ ᑦ . ᒪ ᐃ  2015−ᖑᑎ ᓪ ᓗᒍ  ᐊ ᒻ ᒪ ᓗ  ᒫ ᑦ ᓯ  2016, ᓄᓇᓕᓐ ᓂᒃ  
ᑐ ᓴ ᕆᐊ ᖅ ᓯ ᒪ ᔪ ᔪ ᑦ  ᑲ ᖏᖅ ᑐ ᒑ ᐱ ᒻ ᒥ ᒃ , ᕿᑭ ᖅ ᑕ ᕐ ᔪ ᐊ ᕐ ᒥ ᒃ , ᐸ ᓐ ᓂᖅ ᑑ ᒥ ᒃ  ᐊ ᒻ ᒪ ᓗ  ᐃᖃᓗᓐ ᓂᒃ . 
2016−ᖑᑎᓪ ᓗᒍ , ᖃᐅ ᔨ ᓴ ᕐ ᓂᕐ ᒧ ᑦ  ᓚᐃᓴ ᓐ ᓯ  ᓄᑖ ᕈ ᕆᐊ ᖅ ᑕ ᐅ ᔪ ᔪ ᖅ , ᑭ ᓯ ᐊ ᓂ ᓄᓇᒥ  
ᖃᐅ ᔨ ᓴ ᕐ ᓂᖅ ᑕ ᖃᔪ ᓐ ᖏᑦ ᑐ ᖅ . ᑏ ᓴ ᕝ ᕙ  2016−ᖑᑎᓪ ᓗᒍ , ᑐ ᑦ ᓯ ᕌ ᖑᓯ ᒪ ᔪ ᑦ  ᐸ ᕐ ᓇᐅ ᑏ ᑦ  ᒪ ᕐ ᕉ ᓐ ᓂᒃ  
ᖃᐅ ᔨ ᓴ ᕐ ᓂᖃᕈ ᒪ ᔪ ᑦ  2017−ᒥ . ᓯ ᕗᓪ ᓕᖅ  ᐊ ᑑ ᑎᒐ ᔭ ᖅ ᑐ ᖅ  ᔪ ᓚᐃ  22 ᐊ ᒻ ᒪ ᓗ  ᐊ ᐅ ᒡ ᒍ ᓯ  28 ᐊ ᑐ ᕐ ᓗᑎ ᒃ  RV 
Maria S. Merian ᐊ ᐃ ᑉ ᐸᖓᓗ  ᐊ ᑑ ᑎᒐ ᔭ ᖅ ᓱ ᓂ ᐊ ᑐ ᕐ ᖓᓐ ᓂ ᐊ ᐅ ᒡ ᒍ ᓯ  11 ᐊ ᒻ ᒪ ᓗ  ᓯ ᑦ ᑕ ᕝ ᕙ  13 ᐊ ᑐ ᕐ ᓗᑎ ᒃ  
ᐅ ᒥ ᐊ ᕐ ᔪ ᐊ ᕐ ᒥ ᒃ  CCGS Hudson. ᐊ ᑕ ᖏᒐ ᓚᑦ ᓱ ᓂ ᑐ ᑦ ᓯ ᕌ ᖑᓯ ᒪ ᔪ ᖅ  ᖃᐅ ᔨ ᓴ ᕐ ᓂᕐ ᒧ ᑦ  2017−ᒥ  
ᐊ ᑑ ᑎ ᒐ ᔭ ᖅ ᑐ ᖅ  ᓯ ᓚᑖ ᓂ  ᓄᓇᕗᒻ ᒥ  ᓄᓇᑖ ᖑᓯ ᒪ ᔪ ᑦ  ᑭ ᓪ ᓕᖓᑕ  (ᑎᑎᖅ ᑑ ᔭ ᖅ ᓯ ᒪ ᔪ ᖅ  1). 
ᐃ ᖅ ᑲ ᓇᐃ ᔮ ᖃᕋ ᔭ ᖅ ᑐ ᑦ  ᓄᓇᐅ ᑉ  ᐃᖅ ᑳ ᓂᒃ  ᑎᑎᖅ ᑑ ᔭ ᕐ ᓂᕐ ᒥ ᒃ  ᐊ ᒻ ᒪ ᓗ  ᖃᐅ ᔨ ᓴ ᕐ ᓂᕐ ᒥ ᒃ  
ᓇᓗᓇᐃᖅ ᓯ ᒪ ᔪ ᓂᒃ  ᑐ ᓴ ᕋ ᑦ ᓴ ᓂᒃ  ᐊ ᑐ ᐃ ᓐ ᓇᐅ ᑎᑕ ᐅ ᓯ ᒪ ᔪ ᓂᒃ  ᓄᓇᓕᓐ ᓄᑦ  ᐊ ᑐ ᐃ ᓐ ᓇᐅ ᑎ ᑦ ᓯ ᒍ ᑕ ᐅ ᑦ ᓱ ᑎ ᓪ ᓗ  
ᓄᓇᕗᒻ ᒥ  ᖃᐅ ᔨ ᓴ ᖅ ᑐ ᓕᕆᔨ ᒃ ᑯ ᓐ ᓄᑦ  ᓚᐃ ᓴ ᓐ ᓯ ᒥ ᒃ  ᑐ ᑦ ᓯ ᕋ ᐅ ᑎᒋ ᐊ ᓐ ᖓᕐ ᓂ .  
   
 
2016 ᐊ ᐅ ᓚᓂᐅ ᔪ ᑦ  
 
ᓄᓇᒥ  ᐊ ᐅ ᓚᓂᖅ ᑕ ᖃᔪ ᓐ ᖏᑦ ᑐ ᖅ  2016−ᒥ . ᓄᓇᓕᓐ ᓂᒃ  ᑲ ᓲ ᒪ ᓂᖅ ᑕ ᖃᔪ ᔪ ᖅ  ᒫ ᑦ ᓯ  2016−ᒥ  
ᑐ ᓴ ᖅ ᑎᑕ ᐅ ᑦ ᓱ ᑎ ᒃ  ᖃᐅ ᔨ ᓴ ᕐ ᓂᕐ ᒧ ᑦ  ᐊ ᐅ ᓚᓂᐅ ᔪ ᓂᒃ  ᑐ ᓴ ᕆᐊ ᖅ ᓱ ᑎᓪ ᓗ  ᐸ ᕐ ᓇᑕ ᐅ ᓯ ᒪ ᔪ ᓅᖓᔪ ᓄᑦ  2017−ᒥ . 
ᐊ ᓪ ᓚᕕ ᒻ ᒥ  ᖃᐅ ᔨ ᓴ ᕐ ᕕ ᒻ ᒥ ᓗ  ᖃᐅ ᔨ ᓴ ᕐ ᓂᐅ ᔪ ᑦ  ᑲ ᔪ ᓯ ᓯ ᒪ ᐃ ᓐ ᓇᖅ ᑐ ᑦ  ᓄᓇᓐ ᖑᐊ ᓄᑦ  ᑐ ᓐ ᖓᕕᐅ ᔪ ᓄᑦ  
ᐊ ᒻ ᒪ ᓗ  ᐃ ᒪ ᕕ ᒻ ᒥ  ᓄᓇᓄᑦ  ᐊ ᑦ ᑕ ᓇᖅ ᑐ ᓅᖓᔪ ᓄᑦ .  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
ᑎᑎᖅ ᑑ ᔭ ᖅ ᓯ ᒪ ᔪ ᖅ  1- ᓄᓇᓐ ᖑᐊ ᖅ  ᑕ ᑯ ᑦ ᓴ ᐅ ᑎ ᑦ ᓯ ᔪ ᖅ  ᖃᐅ ᔨ ᓴ ᕐ ᕕ ᐅ ᒍ ᒪ ᔪ ᓂᒃ  ᖁᖅ ᓱ ᖅ ᑐ ᓂᒃ . 
 


