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P.O. Box 1360 Cambridge Bay, NU  X0B 0C0          Phone:  (867) 983-4600     Fax:  (867) 983-2594 

While out of necessity we have been functioning with our current levels of connectivity, 
there is much more that we could achieve with a better communications infrastructure 
backbone to better fulfill our mandate. 
 
From a communications technology perspective, NIRB (and others involved in 
assessment and monitoring roles in Nunavut) would make use of many services that rely 
on a stronger broadband backbone.  
 
Office requirements  
 
We currently rely on our QINIQ connection at our offices in Cambridge Bay, as well as 
during travel into all communities in Nunavut.  For our office of 25 we have one QINIQ 
modem with a 50 GB cap, which is only possible because of significant investment into a 
proxy server to direct our Internet traffic.  
 
By law, our organization must maintain an online public registry. We must have the 
ability to transfer large files, respond to queries at all times, and be able to conduct 
research.  Improving speeds and GB caps would be of great benefit to our operations. 
 
Audio-video streaming for public events 
 
NIRB holds 6-10 public events a year – many of which affect multiple communities in a 
region. Many of our events have national significance.  
 
One of our key events in a multi-year review process for a major project such as a large 
mine, is the  “Final Hearing”, where all participants in the assessment physically come 
together to discuss the proposed project in the most potentially-impacted community. 
These final hearings are formal, like a court, with ordered speaking, swearing in of 
witnesses and cross-examinations.   
 
At this time, the communications infrastructure available to our organization will not 
support live streaming of our proceedings. Our hearings take place in affected 
communities all over Nunavut – from Kugluktuk, Baker Lake, Rankin Inlet, and Repulse 
Bay to Pangnirtung and Pond Inlet — virtually anywhere a major project is proposed.  In 
order to consider developing and investing in this type of equipment, expertise and 
service, we must know that every Nunavut community can access the necessary 
bandwidth to both stream and receive the proceedings. 
 
To be able to offer interested parties and the public better access to our proceedings via 
audio-video streaming would be extremely helpful at all stages of our screening, review 
and monitoring processes. 
 
Videoconferencing 
 
Currently, we are unable to provide services to the public that comparable agencies in 
"the South" are able to provide, such as videoconferencing.  
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