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Nunavut Impact Review Board Guidance:

Approaches to Assessment of Proposed Amendments to Approved Projects

Non-significant Amendment:
Screening Not Required;
Implications for NIRB
Monitoring Program

Significant Amendment:
Screening of Independent
Project Proposal Required

Significant Amendment:
PC Reconsideration Required

Proposed amendment does not meet the definition of
project under the Nunavut Planning and Project Assess-
ment Act (NuPPAA) and is not required to be submitted to
the NPC or NIRB.

Minor project amendment proposed and additional au-
thorizations or amendments to authorizations are below
the threshold for NIRB Screening and/or reconsideration of
Project Certificate terms and conditions. Submission to
NPC only required.

Proposed amendment not a significant modification to
original project , however, changes may have implications
for the NIRB’s monitoring program and required reporting.
NIRB may invite comments to confirm whether reconsider-
ation of Project Certificate terms and conditions necessary

Proposed amendment is a significant modification to the
original project but the proposed modification is not inte-
grally linked to the original project as assessed by the NIRB,
and should be assessed as an independent project pro-
posal.

Proposed project amendment is significant and is integrally
linked to original project as assessed by the NIRB; assess-
ment of the proposed modification as an independent pro-
ject proposal is inappropriate; modification assessed via a
reconsideration of the Project Certificate.

Proposed amendment is a significant modification to the
original project and the NPC determines that the modifica-
tion is not in conformity with an approved land use plan.
Proposal will not be forwarded to the NIRB for further as-
sessment until land use planning requirements are met.

E.g. Routine maintenance or
replacement of storage build-
ings at an approved mine site.

E.g. Archaeological field pro-
gram for an approved mining
development.

E.g. Crown Pillar Recovery
amendment to the Doris North
Project (NIRB File No.
05MNO047)

E.g. Whale Tail Pit Project Pro-
posal (NIRB File No. 16MNO56).
Many screening files annually.

E.g. Mary River Phase 2 Pro-
posal (NIRB File No. 08MNO053)

E.g. amendment to Mary River
Phase 2 Proposal (NIRB File No.
08MNO053) proposing winter
shipping and ice-breaking



