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Nunavunmi Parnaiyiit

Nunavut Planning Commission
Commission d'Aménagement du Nunavut

Dec. 13, 2018

NIRB - Nunavut Impact Review Board Innovation, Science and Economic
Natasha Lear Development Canada (ISED)
Manager, Technical Administration Quebec office

P.O. Box 1360, Cambridge Bay, NU XOB 0CO By email: ic.spectrequebec-
info@nirb.ca spectrumquebec.ic@canada.ca

nlear@nirb.ca
TC - Transport Canada

NRI = Nunavut Research Institute Prairies and Territories Office:

Mosha Cote Box 8550, 344 Edmonton St, Winnipeg, MB R3C
Manager-Research Liaison 0P6

P.O. Box 1720 Igaluit, NU XOA OHO Pnrean-pnreen@tc.gc.ca

mosha.cote@arcticcollege.ca

PROPONENT:

Anja Rutishauser

University of Alberta

1-26 Earth Sciences Building
Edmonton Alberta T6G 2E3 Canada
rutishau@ualberta.ca

Dear Ms. Lear, Mr. Cote, TC, ISED, Ms. Rutishauser:

RE: NPC File # 148995 [Renewal of Airborne geophysical characterization of the Hypersaline Subglacial Lake
Complex on Devon Ice Cap and their surrounding subglacial environment]

The following works and activities have been proposed in the above-noted project proposal:

1. Some of the equipment associated with NPC file 148772 failed in the field. The proponent wishes to make a
second attempt in 2019.

2. Scientific Research: Airborne survey to collect data to further investigate the geological, hydrological and
glaciological framework of the Devon hypersaline subglacial lakes. Surveys will be considered over other ice
caps on Ellesmere and Axel Heiberg Islands, if weather restrictions limit survey flights over Devon Ice Cap.

3. Location: Qikigtani Region; Near the Communities of Resolute Bay et Grise Fiord; [Devon island, Ellesmere
and Axel Heiberg Islands]

A complete description of the project proposal reviewed by the NPC can be accessed online using the link below.

The Nunavut Planning Commission (NPC) has completed its review of the above noted project proposal. The activities
associated with this proposal were previously reviewed by NPC, and conformity determinations were issued on
February 28, 2014 and March 22, 2018, file 148772, which still apply. In addition, the activities were previously
screened by the Nunavut Impact Review Board (NIRB FILE NO.: 14YN0O6). This project proposal is exempt from the
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Nunavut Planning and Project Assessment Act (NUPPAA) under section 235 of that Act. The above-noted project
proposal is exempt from screening by the NIRB because the NPC is of the understanding that it does not change the
general scope of the original project activities, and the exceptions noted in Section 12.4.3 (a) and (b) of the Nunavut
Agreement do not apply.

By way of this letter, the NPC is forwarding the project proposal to the regulatory authorities identified by the
proponent. Project materials, including the applicable conformity requirements, are available at the following
address:

http://lupit.nunavut.ca/portal/project-dashboard.php?appid=148995&sessionid=

This conformity determination applies only to the above noted project proposal as submitted. The regulatory
authorities to which this letter is addressed are responsible under the Nunavut Agreement to implement any of the
applicable conformity requirements by incorporating the requirements directly, or otherwise ensuring that they
must be met, in the terms and conditions of any authorizations issued.

My office would be pleased to discuss how best to implement the applicable requirements and to review any draft
authorizations that regulatory authorities wish to provide for that purpose. If you have any questions, please do not

hesitate to contact me at (867) 857-2242.

Sincerely,

Peter Scholz
Senior Planner,
Nunavut Planning Commission

cc.
NWB - Nunavut Water Board

Richard Dwyer, Manager of Licensing
P.0. Box 119, Gjoa Haven, NU X0B 1J0
licensing@nwb-oen.ca

QIA - Qikigtani Inuit Association
Stephen Bathory

Director, Dept of Major Projects
Qikigtani Inuit Association

P.O. Box 1340, Igaluit NU XOA OHO
dm ia.ca
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