Figure 6: Study participants’ reported site-specific Terrestrial Hunting and Trapping
values in the Project Footprint, LSA, and RSA.
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4.3

TERRESTRIAL HUNTING AND TRAPPING

Section 4.3 provides further details on Inuit-reported site-specific Terrestrial Hunting
and Trapping values by activity class and location. This section also includes a
discussion on the importance of Terrestrial Hunting and Trapping values, and where
possible, the current impacted baseline conditions and change trends. The qualitative
data provides additional crucial context for the interpretation of the site-specific data.
4.3.1

Site-Specific Values

Table 3: Site-specific values for the Terrestrial Hunting and Trapping Valued Component
reported within the Project Study Area, by Activity Class.
Footprint, including
250 metre buffer

Within the Local
Study Area (LSA)

Within the Regional
Study Area (RSA)

# of reported values

# of reported values

# of reported values

Environmental

7

19

19

Subsistence

21

174

174

Cultural

2

9

9

Impacted

0

1

1

Total

30

203

203

Activity Class

Description of documented Terrestrial Hunting and Trapping Values
The following Terrestrial Hunting and Trapping values were documented in the Project
Study Area, organized by Activity Class:
•

Environmental values including: caribou habitat, including caribou calving areas
and caribou migration routes; areas where caribou have been seen; valued wolf
habitat; a denning area for foxes; valued bird habitat; and areas where wolf, fox,
caribou and polar bear have been seen;

•

Subsistence values including: hunting areas and kill sites for various species,
including caribou, fox, eider, goose, snow goose, muskox, ptarmigan, rabbit,
and wolf; and sites where eggs are collected;

•

Cultural values including: sites where caribou meat is processed; a number of
caribou meat caches; and sites where caribou were butchered; and
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•

Impacted values including: an area where a participant has noticed a decline in
caribou population.

Geographic Distribution of Recorded Terrestrial Hunting and Trapping Values
Terrestrial Hunting and Trapping Values are found on Baffin Island, both on the eastern
and western shores of Ikpikitturjuaq. On Baffin Island, Terrestrial Hunting and Trapping
sites are primarily located along the eastern shores of Foxe Basin, south towards Ikpik
Bay. Terrestrial Hunting and Trapping values were also mapped inland near Angijurjuk
lake and towards Mary River.
Terrestrial Hunting and Trapping Site-Specific Subsistence Values
by Species
Eider Other
1% game
1%

Rabbit Ptarmigan
1%
1%

Other bird
1%

Geese
1%

Wolf
5%
Fox
10%

Caribou
53%

Eggs
28%

n=174

Figure 7: Study participants’ reported subsistence Terrestrial Hunting and Trapping sitespecific Subsistence values by species type in the Project Study Area; n = 174.

4.3.2

Importance

For the communities of Igloolik and Hall Beach, hunting and trapping on the land (as
opposed to in the marine environment, discussed in Section 4.2) are also important for
subsistence and cultural continuity. Igloolik and Hall Beach members harvest a range of
species (see Figure 7), with caribou being the most frequent target of hunting
expeditions. Community members also seek out fowl and their eggs, as well as
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furbearing animals such as rabbits, foxes, and wolves. This section of the Report details
the cultural importance of hunting and harvesting activities related to these
aforementioned species for the Igloolik and Hall Beach communities, and in particular
as they relate to the Project.
Illustrating the centrality of caribou to the Study participants’ way of life, Study
participants frequently recounted memories and stories of past caribou hunts from
childhood. Interviewees remembered growing up learning about caribou and hunting
them with family.
As a child he remembered this is the area they actually hunted caribou, and
also, he remembered that his grandfather took him inland in this area, and
spent time in this area during the summer… (I22, 29-May-19, interpreted
from Inuktitut)
And one time they spent a night approximately in this region on this side of
this lake and he remembered that they actually got caribou, some caribous in
here and that’s where he got his first caribou. (I18, 28-May-19, interpreted
from Inuktitut)
And here, he remembered he got his first caribou here, and it's quite
interesting the way he told it, is because just before he got his first caribou,
his father was telling him, showing him how to hunt the – how to stalk the
caribou. And he was actually stalking it, and he tried his best to follow his
father's instructions. And when he shot the caribou, it was a big bull, with a
lot of fat in it. And he was very, very proud, and he immediately went back to
his father. Rather than being praised, he was scolded. And the reason why
he was scolded was because he – he did something very wrong. And he'd
forgotten that you're actually stalking the caribou, and you've forgotten one
thing that I told, and you should have done it. And that is, whenever the
caribou is looking at you, you should stop and do nothing. And when it turns
away, that's when you should shoot it. And he didn't do that. And for that
reason, he got scolded. (I22, 29-May-19, interpreted from Inuktitut)
[near Hall Beach] Yeah, I used go here to caribou hunting, I was little boy …
by skidoo I hang around lots of time with the – looking for caribou, this area. I
was little boy, I was teenager … Yeah, I was little boy, used to lots of caribou,
right now it's gone, now I'm getting older, they getting back now. (H06, 23May-19)
The amount of caribou sought and obtained by Igloolik and Hall Beach community
members further illuminate their importance as a resource. Interviewees described
hunting tens to hundreds of caribou, including, in one instance, directly adjacent to the
proposed southern port facility, as seen in the quote immediately below.
There were caribou everywhere! Everywhere. One fall after the lake ice froze
up, a whole herd just passed by and all the man were getting ready to go out
and they got their dogs and qamutiik ready and just as he went out and he
started shooting around and all kind of caribou started running everywhere
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and all the hunters started shooting everywhere, that was scary, and they
must have caught about, I don’t know, a hundred, hundred-fifty more. It took
them about four or five days to clean all the animals. (I20, 28-May-19)
There were couple big bulls. We go here and ... Oh, maybe we took home at
least 10 caribous from there. Then wintertime, we travel from here, passed
through this, passed and then we walk here. (I19, 28-May-19)
They tried to get as many caribou as possible during that summer and during
the fall, the wind comes and it becomes stormy. So, before that storm
comes, they try to gather as many caribou as possible. (I24, 29-May-19)
Despite the numbers of caribou that may be harvested during a hunt, Study participants
emphasised conscious efforts to hunt responsibly. Interviewees were explicitly
disdainful of waste and also stressed that taking more than necessary was avoided.
The existence of these norms further reveal the value of caribou to the Igloolik and Hall
Beach communities.
The caribou would come very close. They came so close that you could
easily throw a rock at them and they would come by and of course they
would run away, but they tried their best not to get the caribou and that’s
when they started migrating and during the summer they did a lot of caribou
hunting mainly for the skin and the meat as well and, and if they wanted to,
they could easily overkill, but they never overkill. (I10, 27-May-19, interpreted
from Inuktitut)
And you would never leave any part of the animal, every bit of the animal is
used. If you happen to leave a piece of the animal behind then you are a
wasteful hunter… (I16, 28-May-19, interpreted from Inuktitut)
Caribou hunting is a year-round activity, although much of it occurs in the summer
season. However, locations used and targeted for caribou hunting will change with the
seasons and the location of the caribou herds in their migration.
And now we go further south and hunted caribou since 2015, all the way up
here along here along this coast during for the summer and during the winter
in this area and this area and this area and this area. And also along this area
here and those are winter hunting grounds for caribou ... And year-round we
get caribou in this area here. (I01, 22-May-19)
Caribou are a highly mobile species that can be widely dispersed on the landscape, a
consequence of which is Igloolik and Hall Beach hunters having to travel long distances
and stay on the land for long durations. Study participants recalled hunters staying out
on the land for months at a time to hunt caribou (see Section 4.5).
August, September they go caribou hunting to [Parry Bay] ... That's where
they collect water. There's a small river there, Ooglit lsland. For caribou
hunting. They go there in August, September by canoe to hunt caribou. and
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then they'll take their Honda with us on the boat and then they can travel on
the land. (H07, 23-May-19, interpreted from Inuktitut)
And all across here he would hunt caribou down to Sarcpa Lake … going
down and this is the area that he had spent a great – a great deal of time
hunting caribou, both in the summer and winter [central and northern
Alarnaarjuk]. Because in the summer he actually hunted along the shorelines
and also going further south [north and east coast of Alarnaarjuk]. (I18, 28May-19, interpreted from Inuktut)
They would roam all around in the summer by boat, and up, for caribou. (I05,
27-May-19, interpreted from Inuktitut)
The practice of caching caribou meat underscores its importance for food security.
Despite caribou hunting being a year-round activity, numerous Study participants
described the history of caching caribou particularly to be retrieved in the winter
months, indicating that hunting success and the availability are not assured.
[Ipiutik Lake] And that's where they would cache their caribous, around that
area. And in the winter time they would then go and get them by dog team
from Kapuivik … Yeah, just caribou hunting … He was a child, couldn't put
caribou on the back because he was too young and he had a .22 rifle with
him... (I26, 29-May-19, interpreted from Inuktitut)
On this lake they cut up ice into cubes and they were quite high, and they
made a thing [caribou meat cache] there and covered it just so that no dog
can go in there. It was all frozen and when the Christmas time came they
tried bringing a lot of it [caribou meat] back here to Igloolik for my
grandparents and everybody. (I20, 28-May-19)
And then they would go caribou hunting in that area. They would caribou
hunt here. They would cache the meat of the caribou, because those days
there weren't any polar bears so they were able to catch anywhere they
wanted and they were also caching the walrus meat as they move. (I15, 28May-19, interpreted from Inuktitut)
They would cache the caribou and the reason for hunting caribou in that
region, region was because mainly for clothing and also sleeping mats, but
most importantly, to cache for the winter. And every May, every spring in May
they would retrieve these caches and the elders really liked the meat, aged
meat. And they would retrieve them in the month of May. (I24, 29-May-19)
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It can be observed from the Study interviews that caribou hunting is a principal cultural
activity that is, moreover, intertwined with many other aspects of Igloolik and Hall
Beach lifeways, such as, travelling, camping, heritage, and connection with place.
For the past 10 years now I’ve been concentrating on caribou hunting, which
I used to do a lot of marine hunting before that and I got interested in the
caribou and also the landscapes and also recognizing a lot of the place
names, the features of the place names. When we did the oral history project
and where they had actually walked and they start walking in the spring and
spent the summer there inland and in the fall they would start going back to
the campsite and they would bring back skins for winter clothing and also,
and also fresh caribou meat. And there would be a huge abundant of caribou
in this area [Alanajuk Lake]... (I01, 22-May-19)
They would also hunted caribou during the summer in Iqi where they hunted
caribou before at Iqi ... She doesn’t know exactly where they are, but every
time they tell their stories about their hunting caribou during the summer,
they would often – she would often hear the placenames. (I24, 29-May-19)
The Study participants detailed how they utilise a combination of dog teams, boats,
skidoos, and travel on foot to reach caribou hunting grounds that may be hundreds of
kilometres from home (also see Section 4.5). Such travel is necessary to find caribou
herds in different seasons and years, making access to (and across) the ice, water, and
land crucial for caribou hunting.
When this – this lake was – had ice, the ice had formed, so by dog team they
went through here ... when they got to this side at the river, on the other side
of the river, there were lots of caribou and they couldn't cross the river
because it was still flowing and the river was flowing, and so they continued
going down onto the ice ... and they were able to cross the – the ice onto the
other side of the river. (I12, 27-May-19, interpreted from Inuktitut)
They would hunt caribou, there’s a big lake, around there is where they hunt
caribou on the Baffin Island side by dog team and they would stay inland
pretty much. (I16, 28-May-19, interpreted from Inuktitut)
Every time they came back from the caribou hunt during the summer and
once they get to Kapuiviit, then they’re divided. A boat would bring his family,
her family to that camp and they would spend the rest of summer at
Nirliviktuuq. (I24, 29-May-19)
Yes, good caribou. And they’re usually mixed too, like females and males.
Usually more males here, around here and there. All used to be really fat
ones too [Kapuiviit Island] ... Here, this area [Ikpikitturjuaq]. This is where my
grandparents, great-grandparents lived. This whole area, good for caribou,
bull caribou and that’s why, where I used to walk for caribou. (I25, 29-May19)
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Study participants emphasised how caribou are always on the move in their migration
patterns, further highlighting the need for both Igloolik and Hall Beach hunters and the
animals they harvest to travel freely across the landscape. For instance, one quote
below discusses the 50-year caribou migration cycle, while another discusses the
decreasing and increasing abundance of caribou along Ikpik Bay, across Foxe Basin
from the communities.
His grandparents would say caribou return in one lifetime. Like they migrate
back in one lifetime, span. Which is 50 something years. (I25, 29-May-19,
interpreted from Inuktitut)
We hunted caribou all along here. All along this coast up Ikpik Bay and those
we would go there every summer to hunt caribou and we no longer do that,
but if we do, we have – we’re limited to 10 caribous for the community of
Igloolik. So, 10 maybe 5 – no, 10 or 12 yeah 12 caribous per summer or per
year...For the whole community of Igloolik, so maybe 5-6 lucky hunters would
go there and hunt in this area. And caribou had been abundant most of the
time until quite recently. I’d say about 2014, 15 and to date there’s now
coming back. So, people every summer we would go in these areas for
caribous. (I01, 22-May-19)
Caribou hunting grounds are located in close proximity to the Project, including by the
proposed southern marine terminal and along the shores of Ikpikitturjuaq near to the
proposed southern shipping route.
Once in the full moon, we crossed the river. Yeah, once in the full moon, we
crossed the river to go look for caribou hunting [at Tulugalik, near southern
port]. (I19, 28-May-19)
Even after they – they were living in Igloolik, they would travel to those areas
[Ikpikitturjuaq] over here and up here to hunt caribou, because there was
abundance of caribou in those areas. (I05, 27-May-19, interpreted from
Inuktitut)
There’s, there’s some few old sites all around [the shores of Ikpikitturjuaq]
where Igloolik people would go up and to travel by walking up to because
this was a caribou-breeding ground. (I17, 28-May-19)
In that area, it — Steensby Inlet area, there'd be few but not many, but in the
fall the caribou would start migrating towards that area, and there would be
lot of caribou in that area. (I12, 27-May-19, interpreted from Inuktitut)
An important consideration is that for many Study participants, the caribou that can be
obtained on Baffin Island are preferred to those found on the mainland. Some Study
participants differentiate the caribou populations from these two locations based on
taste, colour, size, and behaviour, and are willing to travel further distances to obtain
Baffin Island caribou especially for their taste.
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They caught three, by Steensby Inlet. They caught three caribou ... August
2018. He prefers to travel there and hunt caribou in August, because they’re
nice and fat ... He wants to come back in the area where he hasn't been
through, because he wants see it before it starts to get destroyed. (I15, 28May-19, interpreted from Inuktitut)
Very much so, yeah. And the caribou are tastier in that area than in where
because it’s a part of Baffin Island. They’re much better caribou. When they
say it’s better caribou it means that they’re fatter. Yeah, there’s a difference
... There’s, the caribou fat is very important to people and that’s the
difference in this Baffin Island area. The caribou fat is much dense, where in
Igloolik, Hall Beach area because they’re closer to the, to the ocean, the
caribou is not as dense and it’s softer. And the caribou around here on Baffin
Island side, they don’t run away from you as quickly as they do on this area.
And they’re not as big caribou in this area than they are here. Over on, in this
area there are bigger and darker and fur. (I02, 25-May-19, interpreted from
Inuktitut)
They can't quite get used to the taste of the caribou they get around here,
because they prefer the Baffin Island caribou. (I09, 27-May-19, interpreted
from Inuktitut)
While it is clear that an abundance of effort and time are spent hunting caribou, they are
not the only terrestrial species sought and harvested by the Study participants.
Trapping for foxes is also an important land use activity, including in areas close to the
Mary River mine’s southern developments.
When they had one child with another young couple, the two couples went
up to [Steensby] and they did, they trapped foxes for the winter ... they also
went to Tulugalik ... From November to February they actually, they fox
trapping. (I24, 29-May-19)
For trapping, fox trapping, he actually did trapping with his father and they
had the trapline all along here [Southwest of Hall Beach], down to this area,
covering this region here. And that's where they had their traplines, and by
dog team. And during that time, they did actually have a lot of caribou in this
region, all around Hall Lake, and that's where they actually did their caribou
hunting and where they got the caribou. (H06, 23-May-19, interpreted from
Inuktitut)
Close to the big river, she and her friend would walk and check their traps to
see if they had caught foxes. There was a lot of rabbits where they were.
Yeah, in that. Further out towards the big river where they would walk and
check their traps for fox, foxes. They would get their rabbits where they are,
but the foxes were a little bit further up. (I02, 25-May-19, interpreted from
Inuktitut)
Fox furs were also once relied upon to generate income to support livelihoods and
facilitate access to the land, for instance, funding the purchase of boats and skidoos.
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However, trapping may also be an activity pursued and valued in its own right, rather
than for economic benefits.
They did some fishing on Hall Lake, and also, his father had some traplines
pretty well all over - well close to Hall Beach. And with the foxes that he
caught, he was able to purchase skidoos and also a canoe, over a period of
time. (I22, 29-May-19, interpreted from Inuktitut)
When his father passed on when he was 9, he didn't set any traps, but he
thinks that if they had been there longer, if his father had been still alive, they
would have trapped. But he and his younger brother were actually trapping
by foot, and the reason was they were training themselves. They didn't need
the money for the fox skins. They were actually training themselves to trap.
(I22, 29-May-19, interpreted from Inuktitut)
The Study participants also trap and hunt wolves for their pelts. The proceeding quote
underscores the long history of wolf trapping, as a Study participant describes how wolf
trapping was once accomplished using caribou bait and boulders.
But they landed on top of this hill, and this hill, it was sort of flat at the top,
and around that area they found a large trap, boulders were made, flat rocks
put either side and there was a large door that was – a big flat rock as a door,
and underneath was a caribou leg bone, and at the end of the – the trap, they
could see that they actual had put in some meat there, and if the meat is
grabbed and pulled, this would be pulled out, and the slate of rock would go
down and trap the wolf ... And it was a large wolf trap. And those were made
during the time of whoever made those peeping holes and slates and so on.
And these were used way before Europeans came in, the use of rifles or
guns, but actually they were using harpoons and bow and arrows at that
time. (I12, 27-May-19, interpreted from Inuktitut)
Presently, wolves continue to be trapped and also hunted. Like many cultural land uses,
wolf hunting and trapping may be done in combination with or alongside other
traditional activities.
Oh yes, and springtime we go up here to this lake to do some ice fishing.
There’s a cabin here. Round here ... No we’re ice fishing. We set up nets
while we’re waiting for the nets we would go caribou hunting or wolf, looking
for wolf. I went there with my step-brother just to go wolf-hunting. And we
caught two ... just for the skin … The fur, yeah ... We use it for trims. I never
really sold any skin … I’ve caught five wolves in my life and never sold any of
it... (I20, 28-May-19)
So it was mainly fish, caribou, and once in a while they would catch wolves,
because they were all over there. All over in that area. (I05, 27-May-19,
interpreted from Inuktut)
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Him and his father would have traps, 'cause there are many many wolves in
this area, so they would trap wolves, by trap. (I05, 27-May-19, interpreted
from Inuktut)
Fowl of various kinds, and their eggs, round out the terrestrial species targeted by
Igloolik and Hall Beach hunters. Egg gathering appears to be an especially important
and common activity among Study participants, many of whom recounted memories of
harvesting eggs from numerous species including snow geese, arctic tern, ptarmigan,
eider, old squaw, and loons.
Gather eggs of all the sea fowls, especially arctic terns on this little long
island [Nuvuklit], and also arctic tern eggs in this peninsula, or point – long
point. (H12, 24-May-19, interpreted from Inuktitut)
We used to [collect eggs], any kind of eggs, eider, tern, geese, goose,
seagull, and I don’t know what you call the seabirds, they look like penguins,
I don’t know the English name for them … Pittiulaaq! … Yeah, these three
islands and there were eider eggs there, too. (I20, 28-May-19)
Old squaw, [long-tailed ducks] they [relatives] would walk in land for, to
gather eggs. For tern eggs, snow geese, burnt geese, king eiders, and loons.
(H10, 24-May-19, interpreted from Inuktitut)
Study participants described camping and travelling to harvest eggs, particularly in the
spring.
And when they're in their spring camp, they would gather eggs. From these
islands ... They would be completely filled with sea fowl ... They would gather
Arctic tern eggs, old squaw eggs, eider eggs ... Geese eggs, and loon eggs.
(I13, 28-May-19, interpreted from Inuktitut)
And when they had their camp here, the same spring when they actually
hunted the Silver jars [adolescent ringed seals], they were also collected
Eider and Old Squaw [long-tailed ducks] and Arctic tern eggs here. (I12, 27May-19, interpreted from Inuktitut)
Oh yes [we collected arctic tern eggs]! ... They are the best ... Well, we never
collected eggs here but on this island, closer to Igloolik ... we would camp
somewhere around here, spring time and then arctic terns would have eggs
all over, around … Arctic terns would nest here on the bare, where there is
no growth, rocks, and there would be eider ducks, goose, geese, everywhere
else. Loons would have eggs everywhere else, but arctic terns they would be
along here. (I20, 28-May-19)
Siuraq, and they would gather eggs from that island and mostly arctic terns,
loon, old squaw, and eiders … And one spring, he only remembered, only
one time along that lead were eggs – eider eggs. And there were some eggs
at the bottom of the water, ocean floor, and they could see eggs down there.
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There were so many eiders. Only once did he remember that that happened,
and that would be the end of that. (I26, 29-May-19, interpreted from Inuktitut)
Although most Study participants emphasised egg gathering as the principal activity
relating to fowl, some individuals also described hunting for duck, geese, and
ptarmigan. In one instance, an interviewee also detailed a practice of herding geese into
rock enclosures, specifically during a period when geese are unable to fly. According to
Study participants, fowl hunting usually occurred in the spring and summer.
And springtime we go for duck hunting, like geese, geese hunting, this area
[Quarman Point] … Along this area. We used to camp here in the point, so I
go walk up there by myself looking for geese, I was little boy. (H06, 23-May19)
They hunted caribou during the summer all along the shore of this lake – or,
yeah, this huge lake. And during that time when they were in here, they
hunted caribou. And also during that time, they also hunted ptarmigans. (I13,
28-May-19, interpreted from Inuktitut)
And we go in here for caribou hunting, there is walrus here. And then
sometimes we go in here camp in one of the bays. I once camped here.
Caribou hunting, there is — Yeah [Inuktitut spoken] Cause I have heard, right
here, right somewhere here there is a fence, not a fence but rock, piles of
rock made into a fence. That they used to herd geese ... Certain time of the
month they can’t fly when they are changing feathers. They can’t fly so they
would herd them from here and slaughter them Noapiaptuq. (I03, 26-May-19)
4.3.3

Project Interactions

One concern among Igloolik and Hall Beach community members is that the
combination of the northern and southern rail with two ports on either side of North
Baffin Island, would together disrupt and change caribou migration patterns on Baffin
Island, with potential consequences for their ability to harvest caribou. Study
participants worry that caribou may be unwilling to cross (or have difficulties with)
railway lines.
When I was [employment position], we had this person come up from
Churchill, Manitoba. Some kind of scientist who did some studies in
Meladine River near Rankin, or that other mine. Gold mine near Baker Lake.
He said – he showed us collared caribou would turn back, not even make it
to their calving grounds. When they hit the road, they all turn back. The
collared caribou, they all turned back, none of them made it where they used
to. And so, that’s – the same thing’s going to happen with this if we draw a
line of a road [sic], put it there, for sure, why don’t I just say “ok, go ahead,
make the line so that Arctic Bay will get only 10 too. So that Pond Inlet will
only be allowed 10. Ok build it”. That’s if I would get kind of – to fight back.
But me, I’m still on the right side of track. For the best of Igloolik, Pond Inlet,
Arctic Bay, and they’re catching their main meat. If you don’t want to cut
them off of stuff, don’t make the railroad line. (I22, 29-May-19)
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I don't feel good about it [Project railways]. I don't like it, and I don't want it
built, because I hunted a lot of all kinds of animals in this area, all around, I
can see caribou migratory lines where it's about this deep. That's for caribou
from thousands of years, I guess, from migrating and stuff. (I22, 29-May-19)
While some participants expressed uncertainty with the potential for railways to
physically impede caribou movement, it was noted that noise from railcar operations
would potentially impact their movement. Rail noise would be in addition to noise from
existing and increasing air, vehicle, and sea traffic.
And whether if this is going to be boundary for caribou because of the
railroad. I am not sure. It is slow enough that they can cross it. But how many
trains are going to go through there. If there is so many everyday, caribou are
migrating right along the coast and they usually end up over here and they
are used to migrating over here. So, if they stopped here and they stop
coming here and if I want to use less gas, I wouldn’t be able to use less gas
to find caribou. But rather use more gas to find caribou because it is, there is
a barrier. They could cross it, I know they could cross it, but caribou doesn’t
like noise. (I25, 29-May-19)
Changes to caribou migration patterns also have the potential to increase the costs of
accessing displaced animals, for example by increasing hunters’ expenditure on gas, as
mentioned above and in the following quote.
And, it got too expensive for me to go there with so many activities going on
and not promising any caribou whether I would get it or not, cause there is
air and sea traffic. That’s when I sorta slowed down going there; about eight
years ago. (I25, 29-May-19)
The potential for caribou migration patterns to be impacted by altered magnetic fields
caused by ore extraction was noted during verification meetings, with one participant
noting their observation of such impacts in the Nanisivik area. The Project would also
introduce shipping traffic that may create another barrier to caribou movement. As
noted in the quote below, caribou will sometimes swim through the water to reach their
destinations, routes that may be disrupted by vessel movements.
He feels for sure that caribou coming down from the south from in this area
up will be blocked for crossing [by the railway]. Sometimes they go through,
the swim through the waters. They can go that way and so, but he feels that,
they, there will be a blockage around here ... He feels that he will be blocked
himself trying to go past that. From this way, and the caribou from this way.
(H05, 23-May-19, interpreted from Inuktitut)
Study participants also stressed the existing impact of the caribou quota on Baffin
Island that currently limits the community of Igloolik to 10 caribou per year. Phase 2
(alongside the reasonably foreseeable development of Phase 1) has the potential to
exacerbate the effect of the quota, both by making it more difficult for Study
participants to obtain the limited amount of caribou allowed, and potentially lengthening
the duration of the quota’s implementation by adversely impacting caribou numbers.
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And, as previously described in Section 4.3.2, there is a preference among Study
participants for Baffin Island caribou compared to mainland herds, based on a number
of characteristics.
And I moved to Igloolik when they only go to Baffin Island for caribou
hunting. They weren't even going to the mainland, and everybody seems to
not like mainland for caribou. You'll get lost, or the caribou are too fast
running away, all these stuff. They wouldn't like mainland at all, because
everybody in Igloolik used to go here for caribou hunting. When that mine
thing and explosions started coming in and jets flying in everyday, nowadays
what are we given? Ten caribous per year for Igloolik. (I22, 29-May-19)
The caribou up there are different from the caribou where like from here. And
people from different places always prefer the caribou meat from this, that is
caught from this area [Baffin Island]. (I08, 26-May-19, translated from Inuktut)
And so these are the two types of caribou. The caribou on Baffin Island are
smaller, lighter in colour, the meat is lighter in colour and also the taste is not
as strong as the one in from the mainland. The mainland caribou is the
barren-ground caribou. It’s much larger and also the meat is darker and the
colour of the coat is much, much darker as well. (I01, 22-May-19)
It is the expectation of some Study participants that the number of caribou in their
former hunting grounds on Baffin Island will rebound, absent any further development
or industrial disturbance, and that existing low numbers reflect normal caribou
population fluctuations and movements. A number of interviewees stated their intent to
return to Baffin Island to hunt caribou once the quota is lifted, including due to an
attachment to the area (not only because of better caribou for eating).
They moved to Igloolik in 1964. They would still keep going back to the
hunting grounds in that area [Ikpikitturjuaq and Bray Island] even when they
were living in Igloolik. He really wants to go back to his former hunting
grounds, but there's a quota for caribou now. But he wants to go back this
summer in the area that he just came from. (I15, 28-May-19, interpreted from
Inuktitut)
Once the quota is lifted, I am comfortable that I will start hunting caribou over
here again. And possibly around here. But mostly this area and this area,
where there is good caribou hunts. Once the quota is lifted. (I25, 29-May-19)
Increase in mining operations and ore transport both north and south would also
collectively contribute to an increase in dust dispersal and real and perceived
contamination of valued wildlife. Dust dispersion is of concern due to strong winds and
existing observations of odd colourations on foxes and rabbits.
Where he was just pointing all the foxes and the rabbits are, are pink now. He
uses the word red, but the fur is, is affected by the dust. He hasn’t heard any
information about what is happening there. This is a very windy area, so if
they, the railroad goes ahead then they will be that much more affected by
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the dust [from the Tote Road]. There’s a strong south wind, even some of the
areas will be free of snow from the wind. And from the north wind then the
same effect will happen down further as you go down towards the southern
direction. When, when they’re building the railroad, the dust from the earth
won’t be as bad as the other mineral dust because it’s a part of the natural
ground. When they’re actually building the digging and building the railroad,
but once the railroad starts to operate then the dust will start to spread to all
that area. (I08, 26-May-19, interpreted from Inuktitut)
One thing he is concerned and disturbed about is the fact that between Mary
River and Milne Inlet he has seen foxes and rabbits that are pinks and him
seeing pink foxes and rabbits like that it bothers him. He has asked the
question whether if there’s any other substance that might be in the colour.
He was told that it’s natural, that it’s from the iron ore. But still, it’s, because
he’s never seen them in that colour before it kind of disturbs him. (H03, 23May-19, interpreted from Inuktitut)
Concerns with the potential health impacts of hunters being directly exposed to
airborne dust were expressed during verification meetings. There is also some
apprehension that the dust may be internalised by nearby animals. The effects on the
animals, and implications for human consumers, of this kind of contamination are not
yet well understood.
His, the only concern that he would have is the dust from – yeah, the dust
getting into the animals. (I11, 27-May-19, interpreted from Inuktitut)
Bird populations, and therefore the eggs they provide to the Igloolik and Hall Beach
communities, may also be affected by the Project. One Study participant referenced
past experiences by elders of infrastructure disrupting seabirds. The potential for the
Project to cause more severe effects than on their own cannot yet be discounted.
We don’t know the impact it will have, but we can compare it with other
communities that had been established and we could use those as an
examples like the community of Igloolik. We actually had killed – the elders
were saying to me that we had actually killed the island and it’s no longer
alive. Before buildings were built or erected in that area, we had huge
abundance of seafowl. It would be a great place to gather eggs. A lot of eggs
and if you go to Igloolik now, zoom right into Igloolik. (I01, 22-May-19)
Finally, it is possible that development of the Project will facilitate future mineral
exploration and extraction in the region, multiplying the existing and project effects on
Igloolik and Hall Beach hunting and trapping activities.
And they know this area [Mary River area] very well. This is a calving ground.
The whole area here is the calving ground for caribou and it’s been done so
for centuries. And every now and then, the one migration of the caribou is
one human lifecycle. Equal to one human life cycle, so there will be a large
abundant of caribou on one human life and then the next human life they
would equal that amount of caribou. And in some place, cases there will be
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new caribou at all like now there’s hardly any caribou. And, but in about 1020 years from now, there will be a huge abundance of caribou in this area.
And the expected, they deposit here to last a hundred years, which is now
maybe another 80 years and that’s one deposit. They also discovered nine
other deposits or eight other deposits, so it could go on for centuries if the
demand of iron is still needed. (I01, 22-May-19)
During verification meetings, participants highlighted that any negative impacts to the
ability of Inuit to successfully hunt terrestrial species would result in decreased food
security and increased food cost for the communities of Hall Beach and Igloolik. In light
of the proposed Project and its constituent components and activities, it is likely that
the Project will interact with Study participants’ Terrestrial Hunting values.
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