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November 17, 2020
To: Meliadine Distribution List
Sent via email
Re:

Updated Direction from the Nunavut Impact Review Board Regarding Postponement
of the Upcoming Technical Meetings for Agnico Eagle Mines Limited’s “Saline
Effluent Discharge to Marine Environment” Project Proposal

Dear Parties:
On November 12, 2020 the Nunavut Impact Review Board (NIRB or Board) issued notice
adjusting the timing and format of the upcoming Technical Meeting and postponing the Prehearing Conference including Community Roundtable associated with the Board’s assessment of
Agnico Eagle Mines Limited’s “Saline Effluent Discharge to the Marine Environment” Project
Proposal (the Proposal) to reflect public health restrictions in Rankin Inlet and the Kivalliq Region.
Additional restrictions and guidance have since been issued from public health authorities which
further altered the circumstances for the Technical Meetings. The new directions from the
Government of Nunavut’s Chief Public Health Officer on November 16, 2020 implement a 2week closure of offices, daycares, schools, and community facilities as well as imposing additional
restrictions on public gatherings and non-essential travel throughout Nunavut. As explained in
greater detail below, these new measures severely limit the NIRB’s ability to carry out these
important meetings, even by teleconference. Accordingly, the NIRB has now cancelled the
Technical Meeting, Community Roundtable and Pre-hearing Conference originally scheduled to
take place in Rankin Inlet on November 23-26. The NIRB will re-schedule and determine the
appropriate format of these meetings in the coming weeks depending on changes to applicable
guidance from public health authorities in relation to limits on public gatherings, travel restrictions,
office and school closures.
Although the NIRB hoped to be able to conduct at least part of the Technical Meeting via
teleconference, with a revised agenda, the NIRB acknowledges that with office, school and
daycare closures across the Territory, the ability of parties to participate fully in scheduled
teleconferences may be very limited. The NIRB’s office has been similarly affected, with staff
teleworking and encountering challenges and limitations with local phone networks, sound and
interpretation systems and internet access in Nunavut which impact the effectiveness of our
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operations and our ability to successfully facilitate meetings with large numbers of participants.
Recognizing these developments and the limitations on the participation of parties that may result,
the Board will not be issuing a revised agenda or rescheduling these meetings at this time.
Once the current circumstances, including public health directions change, the Board will revisit
its guidance regarding next steps in the assessment of the Proposal. In the interim, the Board
continues to encourage Agnico Eagle and parties to use this pause in the NIRB’s process to engage
in party-to-party dialogue regarding technical issues if possible, to resolve as many issues as
possible prior to the technical meetings occurring; the Board may seek an update to the status of
technical issues prior to convening the meetings.
As the Board continues to monitor and respond to ongoing developments arising from the
unprecedented public health response to COVID-19 (novel coronavirus), the Board appreciates
the support from participants in its assessment process in light of these challenging circumstances.
The Board continues to be guided by the priority of preserving the health and safety of
Nunavummiut and all participants in our processes. If you have any questions regarding the
Board’s approach moving forward, please contact the undersigned directly at (867) 983-4608 or
kcostello@nirb.ca.

Sincerely,

Karen Costello
Executive Director
Nunavut Impact Review Board
cc:

Jamie Quesnel, Agnico Eagle Mines Limited
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