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January 6, 2022 
NPC FILE No: 149650 

 
 
 
Mosha Cote 
Manager, Research Liaison 
Nunavut Research Institute  
P.O. Box 1720  
Iqaluit, NU X0A 0H0  
By email: mosha.cote@arcticcollege.ca 
 
Richard Dwyer 
Manager of Licensing 
Nunavut Water Board (NWB) 
P.O. Box 119, Gjoa Haven, NU X0B 1J0 
By email: richard.dwyer@nwb-oen.ca 
licensing@nwb-oen.ca 
 
Tracey McCaie  
Manager Land Administration 
Crown Indigenous Relations and Northern 
Affairs Canada (CIRNAC)  
P.O. Box 100, Iqaluit, NU X0A 0H0 
By email: tracey.mccaie@canada.ca; 
aadnc.landsmining.aandc@canada.ca; 
isa.qamaniq-mason@canada.ca; 
jeff.hart@canada.ca 
 
Linda Vaillancourt  
Director, Nunavut Parks & Special Places 
Department of Environment (GN-DOE) 
P.O. Box 1000, Iqaluit, NU X0A 0H0 
By email: lvaillancourt@gov.nu.ca; 
abrown@gov.nu.ca; jgarbarczyk@gov.nu.ca 

 
 
Amy Robinson 
Manager, Land Use Planning 
Department of Environment (GN-DOE) 
P.O. Box 1000, Iqaluit, NU X0A 0H0 
By email: arobinson@gov.nu.ca;  
wildlife_research@gov.nu.ca, 
environment@gov.nu.ca; JNeely@GOV.NU.CA 
 
Jared Ottenhof 
Director, Qikiqtani Nunalirijikkut  
Qikiqtani Inuit Association (QIA) 
P.O. Box 1340, Iqaluit NU X0A 0H0  
Byemail: jottenhof@qia.ca;dmp@qia.ca; 
ARandall@qia.ca 
 
Talia Maksagak 
Manager, Technical Administration 
Nunavut Impact Review Board (NIRB) 
P.O. Box 1360, Cambridge Bay, NU X0B 0C0 
By email: tmaksagak@nirb.ca, info@nirb.ca; 
kmorrison@nirb.ca 
   
 
 
Gifford Miller 
University of Colorado 
4001 Discovery Drive 
Boulder CO 80303-0450 
By email: gmiller@colorado.edu 
 

 
   
Dear Mr. Cote, Mr. Dwyer, Ms. McCaie, Ms. Vaillancourt, Ms. Robinson, Mr. Ottenhof, Ms. Maksagak, and Mr. Miller: 
 
RE: NPC File # 149650 [Barnes Ice Cap Disappearing] 
 
The following works and activities have been proposed in the above-noted project proposal: 
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1. Scientific research: Renewal of this project that was postponed due to Covid 19. The research aims to 
determine whether the Barnes Ice Cap disappearance is unprecedented in more the two million years.  The 
project will use a back-packable gasoline-powered drill to take a 10 cm diameter bedrock core about four 
meters long. The field season will be about two weeks from a base camp at the northern margin of the 
Barnes Ice Camp, where a Twin Otter can land on a gravel bar in a previous base camp. There will be a PCSP 
helicopter on site to take personnel to 4 drill sites along the northern margin where bedrock is exposed at 
the edge of the Barnes Ice Cap. 

2. Related NPC FILE No:149249, and 149250 
3. Associated NIRB FILE No: 09YN002 and 12YN014. 
4. Location: Qikiqtani Region; [Agguttinni Proposed Territorial Park] 

 
A complete description of the project proposal reviewed by the NPC can be accessed online using the link below. 
 
The Nunavut Planning Commission (NPC) has completed its review of the above noted project proposal. The 
activities associated with this proposal were previously reviewed by NPC, and a conformity determination was issued 
on March 27, 201, December 4, 2019, and January 14, 2019. This conformity determination still applies. In addition, 
the activities were previously screened by the Nunavut Impact Review Board (NIRB FILE NO.: 09YN002 and 
12YN014). 
 
This project proposal is exempt from the Nunavut Planning and Project Assessment Act (NUPPAA) under section 235 
of that Act. The above-noted project proposal is exempt from screening by the NIRB under section 12.4.3 of the 
Nunavut Agreement as amended because it is for a component or activity that was part of the original proposal, and 
its inclusion is not a significant modification of the project. 
 
By way of this letter, the NPC is forwarding the project proposal to the regulatory authorities identified by the 
proponent. Project materials, including the applicable conformity requirements, are available at the following. 
address: 
https://lupit.nunavut.ca/portal/project-dashboard.php?appid=149650&sessionid= 
 
This conformity determination applies only to the above noted project proposal as submitted. The regulatory 
authorities to which this letter is addressed are responsible under the Nunavut Agreement to implement any of the 
applicable conformity requirements by incorporating the requirements directly, or otherwise ensuring that they 
must be met, in the terms and conditions of any authorizations issued.  
 
My office would be pleased to discuss how best to implement the applicable requirements and to review any draft 
authorizations that regulatory authorities wish to provide for that purpose. If you have any questions, please do not 
hesitate to contact me at (867) 979-3444. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 

Senior Planner 
Nunavut Planning Commission 
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