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September 19, 2022

Francis Emingak
Technical Advisor |
Nunavut Impact Review Board
P.O Box 1360
Cambridge Bay, NU X0B 0CO
Sent VIA Email: info@nirb.ca

RE: NIRB 125728/22KN046: Screening for Crown-Indigenous Relations and Northern Affairs
Canada’s(CIRNAC) (CSPNU) “Coral Harbour Remediation Project” Proposal

Dear Mr. Emingak,

On behalf of the Government of Nunavut (GN), please find attached comments pertaining to the
Nunavut Impact Review Board’s (NIRB) Screening for Crown-Indigenous Relations and Northern
Affairs Canada’s(CIRNAC) (CSPNU) “Coral Harbour Remediation Project” Proposal.

The GN has reviewed the information provided to the NIRB regarding the above-mentioned
project and Culture and Heritage has provided the following comments pertaining to
Archaeological and Paleontological Sites.

Should you have any questions regarding this submission, please contact me at 867-975-7828 or
by email at asimonfalvy@gov.nu.ca.
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GN 01: Archaeological and Paleontological Sites

Department Culture and Heritage
Organization Government of Nunavut
Subject/Topic Archaeological Sites
References NIRB Notice of Screening
CONCERNS

In the context of the Coral Harbour Remediation Project, CIRNAC is proposing to undertake
the remediation of the Coral Harbour Military Facility site that was used between the 1940s
and 1970s to support Canadian Militaries operations.

The project is located approximately 10km northwest of the hamlet of Coral Harbour and
includes the following activities:

Clean up/remediation of the Military Facility Site;

Construction of a temporary camp and associated components (incinerator; sewage,
etc.);

Construction of waste facility;

Improvement of site access roads, internal roads and airstrips;

Transportation of material and persons to and from site;

Use of heavy equipment for remediation activities.

A search of the Nunavut Archaeological Site Database indicates that eleven (11)
archaeological sites are recorded in the vicinity of the proposed project area. This however
does not preclude the presence of unidentified sites or cultural features as to this day no
systematic archaeological reconnaissance has been conducted in this general area.

The Department of Culture and Heritage considers that there are reasonable grounds to
believe that there could be sites of archaeological/cultural significance on the lands affected
by the current project (NA Article 33.5.12; 33.5.13).

A Class 2 archaeology permit is required from the Department of Culture and
Heritage. Deadline for application is March 31.

On the basis that the area proposed for development has not been the object of
archaeological surveys the Department of Culture and Heritage recommends that an
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archaeological program be initiated prior to any land disturbance activities in order to
record archaeological/heritage sites and implement appropriate mitigation measures.

RECOMMENDATIONS

The GN recommends the following:

1. An Archaeological Impact Assessment be carried out in advance of proposed
activities to determine if archaeological sites are in potential conflict and identify any
necessary avoidance or mitigation measures.

2. A qualified archaeologist must apply for a Class 2 permit to conduct an
archaeological field assessment and inventory along the access road, the proposed
development corridor and any installation areas and/or additional project
components subject to ground disturbance activities (Deadline for permit application
is March 31).

3. No activities be conducted in the vicinity (50 m buffer zone) of any
archaeological/historical sites. If archaeological sites or features are encountered,
activities should immediately be interrupted and moved away from this location.
Each site encountered needs to be recorded and reported to the Government of
Nunavut Territorial Archaeology Office.

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS

All archaeological and palaeontological sites in Nunavut are protected under the Nunavut
Act. The Proponent must understand that it is their responsibility to ensure that no heritage
resource sites are disturbed in the course of their activities. No person shall alter, or
otherwise disturb an archaeological site, or remove any artifact from an archaeological site
without the proper authorizations. Moreover, the building of inuksuit is not recommended.
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