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KEY TERMS 

Alternatives different ways, such as activities or location, of carrying out a 
proposed project. 

Amendment important changes proposed to a Project that was previously 
assessed by the Nunavut Impact Review Board. These types of 
changes often require changes to the regulatory approvals for the 
Project, such as changes to the Project Certificate issued by the 
NIRB for the Project.  

Baseline the beginning state of conditions used to predict impacts and 
monitor changes. 

Biophysical  the biological and physical parts of the environment 

Climate Change changes to weather conditions and climate that may be caused by 
human activities. 

Community Knowledge reflects the wisdom and experience of community members, 
including observations and understandings about the environment 
and how knowledge is generated, stored, applied, and shared with 
others. 

Cumulative Impacts combined environmental impacts from past, present, and future 
projects and activities in an area.  

Effect a change to a valued component of the environment from an 
activity. 

Impact negative or positive influence from an activity and the 
environment. 

Impact Assessment the assessment of potential positive and negative changes to the 
biological, physical and human environments from a proposed 
project. 

Indigenous Knowledge the accumulated body of knowledge, observations, and 
understandings about the environment and the relationship of 
living beings with one another and with the environment, that is 
rooted in the way of life of Indigenous peoples. 

Inuit Qaujimajatuqangit that which Inuit have always known to be true. 
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Mitigation a plan or an action taken to avoid or reduce a negative effect. 

Phased Development In phased development, a Project Proponent periodically seeks 
adjustments to project activities and timelines at various stages or 
“phases” over the course of the project lifecycle. Phased 
development is a way of developing industrial projects (such as 
mines) in a flexible manner by putting in several check in points (or 
phases) where the Project Proponent revisits whether these 
adjustments can be developed in a sustainable and cost-effective 
manner. 

Project carrying out, including the construction, operation, modification, 
decommissioning or abandonment, of a physical work or the 
undertaking or carrying out of a physical activity that involves the 
use of land, waters or other resources.  

Proponent a person, organization, or government authority that proposes to 
carry out a project. 

Significance whether a proposed project could have a notable effect on one or 
more aspects of the environment. 

Socio-economic  the human environment, including the local economy, health, 
demographics, traditional way of life, cultural well-being, social life, 
archaeological resources, existing services and infrastructure, and 
local and regional government organizations. 

Systems interacting natural systems that include biological, physical, social, 

and economic components of the environment (e.g., a river system 

includes water, soil, air, fish, place for fishing etc.). 

Transboundary Effects environmental impacts that can spread across other territories, 
provinces, or countries. 

Valued Components aspects of the biological, physical, and human environment that is 
of vital importance to a particular region or community. 


