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( PROCEEDI NGS COMVENCED AT 9: 04 AM)

Openi ng Remar ks

THE CHAI R Good norning, everyone. M
name i s Al bert Ehaloak, and I'"'mthe vice chair of the
Nunavut | npact Review Board or NIRB, and I will be
chairing this public hearing.

On behal f of the Board, | would like to wel cone
you to the start of the NIRB's public hearing
associated with the NIRB s assessnent of B2CGol d energy
centre proposal, which is a nodification of the
exi sting Back River gold mne project. For those of
you attending in Canbridge Bay, welcone to Canbridge
Bay. And for those of you participating over the
audi o-video |ink, thank you for participating.

Just a quick rem nder to turn off your cell phones
or put themon silent before we begin.

W are starting the neeting with an opening prayer
gi ven by Joe Ashevak.

Joe.

Openi ng Prayer
THE CHAI R Thank you, Joe, for that
prayer to start the day.

Now I would like to invite Wayne G egory, mayor of
Canbri dge Bay, to giving opening remarks.

Wayne.

W  CGREGORY: Good norning. U aakut. Thank

Dicta Court Reporting Inc.
403-531-0590
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you, all del egates, Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board,
B2Gol d, VIP, and all spectators, and everybody that is
here in our warm welcom ng Canbri dge Bay.

W'd like to thank you for being here, taking your
time to be a part of this very inportant neeting, and
we want to wel conme you during your tinme and your stay
here in Canbridge Bay, and we want to | et you know on
behal f of the Municipality of Canbridge Bay we have
full support, we have recognition in the audi ence, and
we're here for you.

So pl ease enjoy your tine. Please take your tine
to listen to each other, get value fromyour input, and
nove forward, and we want to thank you for being here
i n Canbridge Bay. Your mayor, Wayne Gregory. U aakut.
THE CHAI R Thank you, Wayne, for that
openi ng remarks.

Before | get too far into the details of the
Board' s assessnment, | want to describe the format of
this hearing so everyone is aware of all the
participants here in the roomor participating through
t he audi o-vi sual feed.

Followi ng the end of the public health orders
requi red during the COVI D-19 pandem c, the Board has
returned to its in-person proceedi ngs, and the Board
continues to prioritize holding our public hearing in

person in a closely -- or closest potential inpact

Dicta Court Reporting Inc.
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comunity to allow the public to participate and speak
to the parties and to the Board directly.

However, due to the limts on availability of the
roons in Canbridge Bay and with the nunber of comunity
reps expected to attend, the Board has provided an
audi o-video link for this hearing so that the parties
provi ding support to the representatives in the room
can view the proceedings renotely and will be able to
speak to provide follow ng-up support if required.

For everyone participating by the audi o-visual
feed, be assured that we are linked to you, and if you
need to speak up as experts, we wll nake every effort
to link you so that everyone in the room can hear you
As we nmay be switching back and forth between the
i n-person video and the audio |links during the hearing,
we ask everyone to be patient in waiting for your turn
to speak.

B2CGol d and the formal intervenors have provided
the Board with a |ist of key speakers who will be ny
primary contact. Wen a question is directed to the
proponent or the intervenors, | will direct the
guestion to your key speaker who can then turn over the
m crophone to the nenber of their teamwho wll answer.

If you are participating online, when | say your
name, please click on the raise-your-hand button at the

bottom of the screen, and this will help the techs

Dicta Court Reporting Inc.
403-531-0590




19

© 00 N oo o B~ W DN P

N DN D N DD DNN P P PP PR, PRk
o o A W DN P O © 00 N o 0o AW DN O

identify you nore quickly so that they can unnute your
line to turn on your canera.

So that everyone is aware, because the Board has
prioritized in-person participation, although the Board
will do everything we can to ensure that the renote
i nks remain stable and avail able, as we all know,
sonetinmes the technology is interrupted due to
ci rcunstances outside the Board's control. If this
occurs, the Board will continue to work with the
I n-person proceedi ngs as planned while we work to
restore the online |inks.

We thank everyone in advance for your flexibility
and patience as we work through any interruptions in
the renote access.

Si mul t aneous interpretation of the proceedings is
bei ng provided through the neetings fromthe
interpreters here in Canbridge Bay. |In the Zoom feed,
you can choose the | anguage feed you want to hear, but
when you go to speak, you may have to turn off the
interpretation feed to avoi d feedback.

For the people here in Canbridge Bay, receivers
are available at the sign-in table, and the receivers
are set to -- channel zero is the floor, Channel 1 is
I nuktitut, Channel 2 is English. |If you are having
troubl e hearing the proceedi ngs, please see our

techni cal support, Ryan Denpster from PIDO, at the side

Dicta Court Reporting Inc.
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of the room

I f you have any issues with the online feed,
pl ease email --

T. MEADOWS: Sorry to interrupt you,
M. Chair.

| believe sound tech is telling ne that the
channel s are different than what we had thought.

R DEMPSTER: Yeah. Channel 1 is floor,
2 is English, 3 is Inuktitut.

T. MEADOWS: kay. So Channel 1 is the
floor, Channel 2 is English, Channel 3 is Inuktitut.
Sorry, M. Chair.

THE CHAI R Thank you for that.

If you're having any issues with the online feed,
pl ease email Kelli Gllard, kgillard@\ RB. ca.

Just a quick rem nder to everyone participating in
this hearing that no one is permtted to record or
rebroadcast the i mages, video, or audio of these
proceedings in any formwthout the express witten
consent of the Nunavut |npact Review Board. Failing to
follow these directions may result in sanctions by the
Board, including suspending access to the live feed or
bei ng asked to | eave the hall. The NIRB is generating
a transcript fromthese proceedings, which will be
avail able follow ng the hearing on NIRB's public

registry.
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Now t hat you know how to participate in the
proceedings, | will give you sone background about the
pur pose of the proceedings of this hearing.

As | stated already, ny nanme is Al bert Ehal oak,
the vice chair of the Nunavut | npact Review Board, and
| amoriginally from Canbridge Bay and now live in
lgaluit. | have served with the Board for severa
ternms, starting with ny first termwhich conmenced in
2002. As the Board's chairperson Kaviq Kaluraq is
unable to join us here today, | will be chairing this
heari ng.

Wth ne today are ny fell ow board nenbers. W are
t he deci sion-nmakers for this assessnment. Now | will
turn over the m crophone for themto introduce

thenselves in order starting fromthe far end of the

t abl e.

Quy.
G ALl KUT: Quj annami i k.

| amfromArviat. | amalso a board nmenber for
13 years, | think, and the -- welcone everyone to this

meeting. QujannamiKk.

P. KUSUGAK: Pet er Kusugak, ClI RNAC
appoi nt ee.

C. EMRI CK: Good norning. It's Catherine
Enri ck.

My hone is in Calgary, and it's a pleasure to be

Dicta Court Reporting Inc.
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in Canbridge Bay. | have been with the board for six
years, and | wel cone everybody here today.

P. OM NGVAKYCK: My nanme is Phillip

Om ngmakyok, and |I'm from Kugl uktuk. [|'m a Nunavut

| npact Revi ew board nenber.

H  OHOKANNCQAK: "' m Henry GChokannoak. [|'m
originally from Canbridge Bay. | |live here. | have
been appointed in 2005 and still continue to be a NIRB

board nenber today.

Thank you for comng to our community and wel cone,
everyone. In order to have our -- our neeting go well,
pl ease be patient wwth us. Thank you once again for
com ng to our community.

THE CHAI R Today the Panel is supported
by the follow ng people: Wen | say your nane, | ask
that you wave so that the people can see you. Robbin
Sinclaire, executive director; Tara Arko, director of
techni cal services; Keith Mrrison, manager of inpact
assessnent; Leah Kl aasen, technical advisor Il; Emly
Koi de, technical advisor Ill; Kelli Gllard, senior
techni cal advisor; Brydon Beattie, comunications and
systens coordi nator; Lena Atatahak, adm nistrative
support.

Al'so joining us is our |egal counsel, Teresa
Meadows of Meadows Law.

For sinmultaneous interpretation, we have

Dicta Court Reporting Inc.
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interpreters Josie Tuktoo, a NIRB staff nenber; joined
by Chri stopher Amauti nuar.

Assisting with us our sound system video |ink,

i nterpretation, and sound recording, we have from Pl DO
Ryan Denpster. |If you are having any issues with the
headset or audio or video feeds, please ask Ryan for
assi st ance.

To ensure the Board has an accurate record of the
public hearing, we will be keeping a transcript of
t hese proceedings. W have Andres Vidal and Derek
Lopez, court reporters fromD cta Court Reporting, here
to prepare the transcript. To assist our court
reporters, | ask that all parties please state their
nanme before they speak every tine.

Now t hat you know t he Board and the support staff,
| want to give you sone details about the purpose,
structure, and agenda of this public hearing.

The Board is holding this public hearing to hear
evi dence, ask questions, and |listen to comments,
concerns, and know edge shared by the intervenors,
comunity representatives, and nenbers of the public to
assess the potential ecosystem c and soci oeconom c
effects of B2Gol d's Nunavut's energy centre proposal,
which is a nodification of B2Gol d' s existing Back River
gold m ne project.

B2CGol d' s assessnent of the potential effects of
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the project proposal has been filed with the Board in
the formof an addendumto the final environnenta

I npact statenent and builds on the Board's previous
assessnent of the Back River gold m ne project.

The addendum and supporting docunents provided by
B2CGol d has been revi ewed and commented on by the fornal
intervenors currently around the table. W wll be
aski ng questions and naki ng presentati ons about their
I nterventions during the technical support -- or during
the technical part of this hearing over the next two
days.

When the technical session concludes tonorrow, the
Board will start the community roundtable part of this
hearing. During the comunity roundtable, community
representatives here in Canbridge Bay will nove to
occupy the seats around the table, and the genera
public in attendance will also have the opportunity to
express their views, share their know edge, and ask
questions of B2Gold and the intervenors regarding this
change to the Back River gold m ne project.

At the close of the community roundtabl e session
on Tuesday, a single spokesperson chosen by each
community will give short closing remarks sunmmari zi ng
if their community concerns have been addressed and if
the community supports the proposal going ahead or not.

| want to enphasize how inportant it is that
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everyone participate fully in this hearing to ensure
that the board has a full and fair basis for our

deci sion and recomrendati ons. The Board has structured
this hearing to support the participation to the

great est extent possible.

After the public hearing has concluded and the
public hearing record is closed, the Board w ||
determ ne whet her or not the proposed anendnent shoul d
be allowed to proceed to the permtting stage based on
all the evidence, information, know edge, and coments
and concerns provided to the Board throughout the
assessnent .

Wthin 45 days fromthe close of the public
hearing record, the Board will provide its final report
and recommendations to the Mnister of Northern Affairs
and ot her responsi ble governnment mnisters for their
consi der ati on.

| f the Board decides that the changes proposed by
B2Gol d can go ahead, the Board w Il al so nake
recommendat i ons about any changes or additions to the
ternms and conditions of the existing Back Ri ver project
certificates that are required to limt the potenti al
for inpacts.

The responsible mnisters will then have the
option to -- of accepting, varying, or rejecting the

Board's report and associ ated recomrendati ons as set
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out under the Nunavut Agreenent and the Nunavut
Pl anni ng and Project Assessment Act.

As many of you know, the project certificate was
originally issued to Sabina Gold & Silver in Decenber
2017. Recently, in 2023, the Board was advi sed t hat
the Back Ri ver project has been acquired by B2CGol d.
Refl ecting this change, the Board will al so be updating
the project certificate to reflect the new ownership
and responsibilities of the -- for conpliance as
requested to -- by Sabina B2Gold. And for the purpose
of this assessnment, the Board will now refer to the
proj ect proponent as "B2CGol d".

Hard copi es of the agenda are avail able on the
public tables at the back of the room Please pick one
up and follow along. All tinmes quoted in the agenda
are Mountain Tinme. Unless | advise otherwi se, we wll
start each day at 9 AM and break at 5 PM for dinner.

The proceedings will start with the technica
session today focusing on summaries of the proponent's
assessnent and the intervenor's final witten
subm ssion, and the Board may include an evening
session if the Board considers it is needed to keep on
track wth their agenda.

W will conplete the technical session during the
day tonorrow and start the community roundtable. W

wi || have a schedul ed eveni ng session tonorrow to
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ensure that the nenbers of the public who may be
wor ki ng during the day have an opportunity to
partici pate tonorrow night.

On the norning of Day 3, we will finish the
communi ty roundtable with closing remarks fromthe
comunity representatives. The Board will then close
the public hearing with closing remarks fromthe
proponent, intervenors, and the Board.

We plan to have one 15-m nute break in the norning
and one in the afternoon. | will et everyone know
when we're comng up to a break tine. W wl|

generally break for lunch at 12 PM reconveni ng at

1:15. We will have an evening session -- when we have
an evening session, we wll break around 5 PM and
we' Il conme back for the evening session at 6:30 until
9 PM

Coffee and tea are provided in the hall during the
neet i ngs.

Now t hat we have gone through the structure of the
meeting, |I'll provide a short description about the
changes to the Back River project being proposed in the
Back River energy centre proposal and considered by the
Board and the steps that have been conpleted in the
NI RB's assessnent to date.

W wll be hearing directly fromB2Gold with a

nore detailed project description following this
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introduction, so | wll keep ny remarks brief.

After several years of assessnent, in Decenber
2017, the original Back River gold project was approved
to proceed, and the NIRB i ssued Project Certificate
Nunber 007 to the original owner project, Sabina Gold &
Si |l ver Corporation.

The project certificate has 94 terns and
conditions designed to limt the potential for the
project to have negative effects. The Back River gold
project is |located approximately 400 kil onmetres
sout hwest of the community of Canbridge Bay,

95 kil onmetres southeast of the southern end of Bat hurst
Inlet, and 520 kil ometres northeast of Yell owknife,
Nort hwest Territories.

The Back River project includes two main
devel opnment areas called the "Goose property" and the
“marine | aydown area" located in Bathurst Inlet. The
two areas are connected with a winter ice road. Open
pit and underground m ne are planned to each -- or to
reach four key gold deposits.

Wth its energy centre proposal, B2Gold is seeking
to change the project by adding new alternative energy
conponents to reduce the use of diesel generators to
power the site.

The additional conponents include the installation

and operation of 13 wind turbines close to the Goose
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canp; the installation of 5 to 7 kilonetres of
electrical transmssion lines that will be laid down on
the ground; the construction of a 400-netre by
400-netre electrical station pad, including a 200-netre
by 400-nmetre solar array and battery energy storage
facility consisting of 10 sea cans.

The current energy centre proposal was referred to
the NIRB's assessnent on August 12th, 2022. After the
Board received clarification from B2Gol d and i nput from
the parties on the proposal, in January 2023, the N RB
determ ned that the assessnent of the energy centre
proposal woul d be assessed as a formal reconsideration
of the ternms and conditions of the Project Certificate
Nunmber 0007.

Under Section 12.8.2 of the Nunavut Agreenent and
the Section 112 of the Nunavut Pl anning and Project
Assessnment Act, in March 2023, N RB revi ewed B2Gol d' s
assessnent of the project -- or potential inpacts of
t hese proposed changes to the Back River gold project
as provided by B2Gld in its final inpact statenent
addendum and determ ned the addendum conforned to the
Board's guidelines, and the Board initiated a technical
review stage of the Board's assessnent.

As part of the technical review process,

i ntervenors and interested parties provided i nformation

requests and technical review comrents on the proposal,
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and B2Col d responded by providing additional
information, conmtments, and responses.

The NIRB held its community information session in
the communities identified by the responsible mnisters
as potentially affected by the Back River energy
proposal , Canbridge Bay, Kugluktuk, G oa Haven and
Kuugaar ak, and Tal oyoak in early May 2023.

However, due to nechanical issues with flights as
well as the wildfire evacuations near Yell owknife, the
Board did not conplete the community information
session in Kugluktuk or in the three Athabasca
Denesul i ne comunities in northern Saskat chewan.

The technical neetings, comunity roundtable, and
prehearing conference for the file was held here in --
in person here in Canbridge Bay in Cctober 2023.

During the community roundtable sessions, representatives
fromthe potentially affected Kitikmeot comrunities of
Canbri dge Bay, Kugl uktuk, Om ngnmaktok, and Ki ngaok,

Bat hurst Inlet, G oa Haven, Kugaaruk, and Tal oyoak were
invited to participate. Representatives fromthe
Saskat chewan Denesul i ne communities of Fond du Lac,

Hat chet Lake, and Bl ack Lake al so parti ci pat ed.

On Novenber 24, 2023, NIRB issued its prehearing
conference decision report advising interested parties
and the public that the Board has directed that the

energy centre proposal was ready to proceed to the
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public hearing stage of the Board's assessnent. In the
Board's report, the Board al so provided notice that the
public hearing would be held in Canbridge Bay on these
dat es.

Anyone interested in |ooking at any of the
docunent ati on associated with the NIRB's assessnent --
NI RB Board's assessnent of the energy centre proposal,
pl ease speak to the NIRB board staff as they can
provi de you wth an opportunity to review el ectronic
copi es of anything you m ght need. This docunentation
Is also available fromthe Board' s online public
registry, and our staff can direct you to the rel evant
part of the website.

Now | turn to sonme renai ni ng housekeeping itens.

I would like to notify all parties that these
proceedi ngs may be attended by nenbers of the nedia.
The Board asks that any nenbers of the nedia joining us
here today to sign in as you enter the hall and wear a
press badge or simlar identification throughout these
proceedings so that it is clear to parties which nedia
outl et you're representing.

Any participants who are approached by the nedia,
it remains up to you as to whether you wi sh to speak
with the media. W ask that the nedia interviews be
conducted outside this room and rem nds the nedi a and

everyone who is attending this public hearing or
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participating in these proceedings renotely that the
Board prohibits recordi ng these proceedings in any
format, including capturing inmges, video, or audio of
the live feed without the Board' s express witten
consent. W also asked that the nedia joining the
proceedi ngs throughout the audio-visual feed nust
provi de notice to Robbin Sinclaire, the Board's
executive director at rsinclaire@irb.ca, and inquiries
for this information fromthe nedia representatives
shoul d al so be sent to Robbin.

The Board wel cones the nedia providing information
about these neetings to those who cannot attend.
However, | rem nd everyone that the Board staff and the
Board t hensel ves cannot take any questions or provide
interviews to the nedia or make public coments
regardi ng these neetings while we are underway.

In the interest of tinme, I'"'mgoing to ask the key
speakers for each party to introduce your entire team
by listing the nanmes of the people who wll be
participating in the proceedings this week, starting

wi th the proponent, B2Col d.

Rol | Call
M KEEFE: M. Chair, thank you. Merle
Keefe, B2Gold Nunavut. | will be the | ead speaker for

B2Gol d Nunavut as we di scuss the Back R ver renewabl e

energy centre project proposal.
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| am joined by ny coll eagues and technical support
staff which I will now introduce, and | ask each of
themto please kindly raise their hands when | say
their nanme. John Kai yogana, supervisor, conmunity
rel ati ons; Dennis Stansbury, senior vice president,
engi neering, and project evaluations, a founding nenber
of B2Gold; Carly Ferizovic, manager of |ndi genous and
northern affairs; Geg Sharam technical director of
envi ronnmental resources managenent; Brian Edwards, a
di rector of business devel opnment wi th Next Era Energy;
and Christine Kowbel, |egal counsel, Lawson Lundell.

Quana. Thank you.
THE CHAI R Thank you.

Now | turn to the intervenors to introduce their
representatives.

Nunavut Tunngavi k | ncor por at ed.

D. FREDLUND: Thank you. M nane is Dustin
Fredlund. |'mthe chief operating officer for Nunavut
Tunngavi k.

Beside me is Gabriel N rlungayuk, director of
wildlife and environnent. And online, we have Arthur
Yuan, our |egal counsel for Nunavut Tunngavik; and
Ronni e Sul uk, senior advisor, |ands use planning.

Quana.

THE CHAI R Thank you.

Kiti kmeot I nuit Associ ation.
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J. EETOOLOCXK: My nanme is Janes Eet ool ook,
vi ce president for comunity association responsible
for wldlife and environnent.

" m here with John Roesch, technical advisor; and
a biologist, Celia Chui. If | didn't say it right, I'm
sorry. W are fromKitikneot Inuit Association.

Thank you very nuch.
THE CHAI R Thank you.

Gover nment of Nunavut.
J. BULLER Thank you, M. Chair. This is
Justin Buller fromthe Governnent of Nunavut. |'m
the Avatiliriniq coordinator.

Wth nme today behind us is Jessica Wal dinger. She
Is the project manager for research and nonitoring.
Next to ne is Shaanzéh Ataul | ahjan, |egal counsel. On
t he phone joining us today we have Lisa-Marie Leclerc.
She's the regional biologist for the Kitikneot region.
We have al so Stephen Synes, external subject-matter
expertise. He's a wildlife biologist. And I think
joining us later today is Jonas Azonaha from econom c
devel opnent and transportation.

Thank you.
THE CHAI R Thank you.

Governnment of the Northwest Territories online.
J. HODSON: Good norning. This is Janes

Hodson fromthe wildlife managenent division of
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Governnment of the Northwest Territories departnent of
envi ronment and cli nmate change.

And |'Il have Jan Adantzewski joining nme |ater
today closer to the tine we're schedul ed to present.

Thank you.
THE CHAI R Thank you.

Crown- I ndi genous Rel ations and Northern Affairs
Canada.
S. DEWAR: Quana, M. Chair. Spencer
Dewar, Crown-Indi genous Relations and Northern Affairs
Canada.

| am supported to ny left by John Maclnnis, and in
t he audi ence we have Lorena Gracia Zayas. W also do
have support in the roomfromthe Canadi an Northern
Econoni ¢ Devel opnent Agency, the Northern Projects
Managenent O fice Kaitlyn Bakker and Margaret Friesen.

And | will note that the Government of Canada is
al so being supported by the Departnent of Justice with
Joseph McHattie, and we are also -- also supported by a
virtual presence online.

"1l turn it over to ny colleague at Health

Canada.
Quana.
C. DUTCHAK: Thank you, M. Chair.

My nane is Cassidy Dutchak, and |I'm an i npact

assessnent specialist for Health Canada. | amj oi ned
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today by ny col | eague Matt hew Goncal ves, environnenta
assessment coordi nator.
THE CHAI R Thank you.

Transport Canada.

S. KI DD Good norning, M. Chair. M
nane is Scott Kidd. |[|'ma regional environnental
advisor with Transport Canada's prairie and northern
region, and ny office is in Wnnipeg.

THE CHAl R Thank you.

In addition to the parties participating in the
public hearing, the Athabasca Denesuline, including the
At habasca Dene Ne Ne | and cl ai nms corporation and
representatives fromthe comunities of Fond du Lac,

Bl ack Lake, and Hatchet Lake participated in this
assessnent providing witten comments and final witten
subm ssions and attendi ng the technical neeting,
preheari ng conference, and the community roundtable in
Canbri dge Bay | ast year.

Unfortunately, due to scheduling conflicts, the
At habasca Denesuline will not be participating in this
public hearing, but the coments they have provided
about the energy centre proposal to date wll be
i ncluded in the public hearing record for the file for
t he Board's consideration.

Before |I turn things over to B2Gol d, just sone

final housekeeping matters. For those of you not
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famliar wwth the hall here in Canbridge Bay, the
washroons are | ocated outside of this roomin the | obby
area. Exits are located throughout the main door to
the | obby and on the side of the roonms and the front
and back corners.

Lastly, to ensure that everyone has a reasonabl e
opportunity to participate in these neetings, the Board
requests that everyone respect the follow ng Board's
directions: It is our tradition to give respect to our
El ders. Therefore, we invite any Elder who are in
attendance to let our staff know that they wsh to
speak. So that we can hear the comments provided, we
do ask that Elders wait until | say their nanme, and our
staff can get the m crophone in front of them before
t hey speak.

It is very difficult to predict the precise tine
requi rements for the presentations and questions, and
as a result of the schedule, it remai ns sonmewhat
flexi ble. Consequently, the Board asks that al
participants bear with us as we adjust to reflect the
need of the participants and the Board throughout these
nmeet i ngs.

To make the best use of our tine, please respect
the tinelines set out in the agenda and the tine | have
given to set for the breaks and return pronptly to the

proceedi ngs. W have a lot to cover during these
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heari ngs, and we cannot wait for late arrivals.

For all the participants, please do not interrupt
when a person is speaking. Please do not begin
speaking until | say your nanme as | amoften waiting
for the interpreters to finish their work before we
turn to anot her speaker.

For the community representatives, as set out in
the agenda for the comunity roundtable tonorrow, there
will be an opportunity for you to ask questions during
the community roundtable and the topics included in the
various technical presentations during the technica
sessions of the hearing. Please keep track of your
qguestions and conments for the discussions during the
comuni ty roundt abl e.

For the sake of our interpreters and all of the
participants, when it is your turn to speak, please use
t he m crophone, state your name and your comrunity or
who you represent, then speak clearly at a reasonabl e
pace. Al so, please do not use abbreviations and
acronyns and be m ndful that some terns may require our
interpreters to take tinme to explain in detail. So
pl ease be aware of the interpreters and pause when it
appears they need extra tine to explain what you're
sayi ng.

The Board asks everyone joining the proceedings to

be patient with each other and the Board as the
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technol ogy we use may result in interruptions and
limtations that are outside of the parties' and the
Board's control .

And, finally, I would Iike to rem nd everyone that
the Board will not tolerate comments belittling the
views, comments and responses of the other
participants, or sinply intend to disrupt the
proceedi ngs. Parties that are not abiding by the
Board's rules and directions may be sanctioned by the
Board and may be barred from parti ci pati ng.

The Board recogni zes that parties nmay have very
different and strong opi nions about this assessnent,
but we appreciate everyone sharing their views in a way
that is respectful and productive. W thank everyone

i n advance for participating in this public hearing in

that spirit.
W will now proceed with the start of the
techni cal session and Agenda Item4. |In this part of

t he technical session, B2Gold will deliver an overview
presentation of the conponents and activities
associ ated with the energy centre proposal .

W will begin wwth B2Gol d's 45-m nute
presentation, including the follow ng: An
i ntroduction, project overview, summary of engagenent,
and response to final witten subm ssions.

Before | turn the m crophone over to B2CGol d, the
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Board's | egal counsel will wal k us through the
proceedi ngs for the swearing in/affirmng B2Gol d's

W t nesses who will be presenting and answeri ng
guestions on the topic and for the -- and for entering
t he docunents filed as exhibits on the public hearing
record.

Ter esa.

Procedural Matters by Nunavut |npact Review Board Legal
Counsel

T. MEADOWS: Thank you, M. Chair. Teresa
Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut | npact Review
Boar d.

For all participants, before a presentation is
made, whether it be the proponent or the intervenors,
we ask that they either swear with respect to their
evi dence on the Bible or affirm if you choose not to,
and we will adm nister the oath to all of the Panel
menbers who w Il be presenting the presentation or who
wi || be answering questions associated with that
presentation. |If a participant does have anyone who is
on the audio-visual feed, we will also affirmthem at
that sanme tine.

And the hard copy presentation materials we mark
as exhibits, and the reason that we do that is although
these materials have already been filed with the Board,

so they are part of the public hearing record. W find
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that for parties who are |ooking at the transcript
afterwards, it's very helpful if they know which of the
presentation materials are being referenced during
soneone's presentation, and so we mark those as
exhibits in the public hearing so that the reference
can be included in the transcript, and soneone can
follow along even if they were not present during the
publ i c hearing.

So if I can have -- the first panel, if | can have
every one of the witnesses to state and spell their
name for the record, please.

M KEEFE: M. Chair, thank you. Merle
Keef e, B2Gold Nunavut. ME-R-L-E K-E-E-F-E.

Thank you. Quana.

G SHARAM Thank you, M. Chair. Geg
Sharam for ERM Canada. GRE-G S-HA R A-M

Thank you.
D. STANSBURY: Thank you, M. Chair. Dennis
Stansbury. D-E-NN1-S S-T-A-N-S-B-U R Y, B2Col d.
T. MEADOWS: Thank you, M. Chair. Teresa

Meadows, | egal counsel for the Nunavut |npact Review
Boar d.

Do the witnesses wish to be sworn or affirnmed?
M KEEFE: M. Chair, thank you. Merle
Keef e, B2Col d.

Affirmed, please.
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MERLE KEEFE, GREG SHARAM DENNI S STANSBURY, Affirnmed
T. MEADOWS: Thank you, M. Chair.

So | have the presentation materials, the B2Gol d
Nunavut energy centre overview. | have it in English,
I nuktitut, and I nuinnagtun, and | propose to mark those
as the first three exhibits in the public hearing, and
t hat concludes ny procedural matters, M. Chair.

EXHBIT 1 - Hard Copy Power Poi nt

Presentati on, B2Gol d Nunavut Energy Centre,

Overvi ew Presentation (English)

EXH BIT 2 - Hard Copy Power Poi nt

Presentati on, B2Gol d Nunavut Energy Centre,

Overview Presentation (Il nuktitut)

EXH BIT 3 - Hard Copy Power Poi nt

Presentati on, B2Gol d Nunavut Energy Centre,

Overvi ew Presentation (I nuinnaqtun)

THE CHAI R Thank you, Teresa.

Now we turn it over to B2Gold who may proceed with
their preparation.

Presentation by B2Gol d Corporation (B2Gol d Nunavut
Energy Centre, Overview Presentation)

M KEEFE: M. Chair, thank you. Merle
Keefe, B2Gol d Nunavut. U aakut. Good norning.

Thank you, quana to the Nunavut | npact Review
Board for allowing us all to be here today and

t hroughout the week, and thank you to the mayor, Wayne
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Gregory, for the warm wel cone back to Canbri dge Bay.

As | nentioned, ny nanme is Merle Keefe. [|I'mthe
manager of environnent with B2Gol d Back Ri ver Corp.
or -- or B2Gold Nunavut. 1'Il now provide a short
opening remark prior to ny overvi ew presentation.

Throughout the rest of this week, we will be here
to discuss a nodification to the approved Back Ri ver
project to allow for the construction of a renewable
energy centre. |If approved, this nodification wl|l
allow for the construction of up to 13 wind turbines,
sol ar panels, batteries for energy storage, and
ancillary infrastructure to support the construction
and mai ntenance of this energy centre.

The Back River project itself is |located
approxi mately 400 kil onetres sout hwest of Canbridge
Bay, and it includes an approved nmine site, marine
| aydown area, and a winter ice road that connects those
two areas.

The mine is currently under construction and on
schedule to reach first gold by the first quarter of
2025.

In April of |ast year, 2023, B2CGold, a
Vancouver - based m ni ng conpany, purchased the Back
Ri ver project and Sabina Gold & Silver. Wth the
purchase of that project, B2Gold brings a wealth of

experience in construction and operation of renewabl e
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energy projects.

At both B2Gol d projects in Mali and Nam bi a,
B2CGol d operates hybrid sol ar power plants. These
plants are sone of the largest in Africa, and they
reflect B2Gold's comm tnent to environnenta
stewardship and a reduction on the dependence of diesel
fuel in operations globally but nore inportantly right
here in Canada's arctic.

The proposed energy centre will see the Back R ver
proj ect reduce carbon em ssions by over 30,000 tonnes,
and recent engineering shows that that nunber could be
as high as 80,000 tonnes. [It'll reduce our reliance on
di esel fuel for energy by over 50 percent, and due to
the reduction in the anmount of diesel fuel required, it
will also reduce the anbunt of fuel truck trips that
are required on the winter ice road as -- as well as
t he anount of ships required for the sealift.

Additionally and nost inportantly, if approved,
the project will introduce a new opportunity for B2CGol d
to work with Kitiknmeot communities, the Kitiknmeot |nuit
Associ ation, and Inuit-owned businesses to introduce
new trai ning and enpl oynent opportunities related to
the construction, operation, and mai ntenance of the
energy centre.

As you wll hear, we have been carryi ng out

communi ty engagenent and st akehol der engagenent on the
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energy since -- sector since 2019. Alnost five years
now. In that tine, we have held public in-person and
virtual sessions, many neetings with regul ators that
are here with us today, as well as ham et governnents,
hunters and trappers organi zati ons, and, again, the
Kitikmeot Inuit Association.

These neetings al ways have one goal, and that's to
listen and hear from our project partners, the
communi ties, and nost inportantly the Kitiknmeot |nuit
to ensure the energy centre was designed in a way that
enhances the Back R ver project, |essens our
envi ronnental inpact, and still provides benefits and
opportunities for Kitikmeot Inuit.

| believe we have achieved that goal. W have
received a total of 28 information requests,
43 technical coments throughout the review process,
and |"mvery pleased to say that through our collective
efforts to date, we have resolved all information
requests and technical comments to the satisfaction of
Nunavut Tunngavi k I ncorporated, the Kitikneot |nuit
Associ ation, the Governnment of Nunavut, and the federal
gover nnment departnments that have participated in this
assessnent .

Col | aborati on has al ways been key. It's always
been the approach to the Back River project, and this

energy centre -- this renewabl e energy centre
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nodi ficati on has been no different.

W have heard fromKitikneot Inuit and others that
there were concerns about the inpact of this project
may have on caribou, so we have nmade i nportant
comm tnents and proposed changes to our already
I ndustry-1eadi ng cari bou protection neasures.

This was all done through collaboration and the
spirit of working together, and we continue to do so.
As we begin our week here in Canbridge Bay, | would
like to thank each and every party who has worked with
us on this assessnment, and the proposal before the
board woul d not have been possible w thout the
col | aborati on shown by everyone.

Thank you again, M. Chair, for the work of the
Nunavut | npact Review Board to bring us all together
here this week. W knowit's not easy work for you and
your team and nyself, and ny team are | ooking forward
to this public hearing.

Thank you. Quana.

THE CHAl R Thank you.

Before we get to the next agenda, we'll take a
15-m nute break. We'IlIl be back at 10:30. Thank you.

( ADJ OURNVENT)
THE CHAI R Thank you.
We' Il continue on with B2CGol d.
M KEEFE: M. Chair, thank you.
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Merl e Keefe, B2CGol d.

| will now present the overview presentation. In
April of last year, B2Gold acquired Sabi na, Sabina Gol d
& Silver, and B2Gol d are now t he owners and operators
of the Back River project.

As | nmentioned, B2Gold is an international senior
gol d producer; however, their headquarters are in
Canada in Vancouver. They were founded in 2007, and ny
col | eague Dennis Stansbury is actually one of those
f oundi ng nenbers.

What's nost inportant is that -- the sane
comm tnments that Sabina nade. Sabina has been in the
Kitiknmeot for a long tine, and those comm tnents that
Sabi na made in terns of environnental stewardship and
community and Inuit engagenent remain the sane.

On this screen you'll see a map which shows
| ocations or projects for B2Gold. The headquarters, as
| nmentioned, are located in Canada in Vancouver.

There are three operating mnes: the Fekola M ne
in Mali, the Ojikoto Mne in Nam bia, and the Masbate
mne in the Philippines.

The Back River project, of course, is |ocated
approxi mately 400 kilonmetres south of us here in
Canbridge Bay. Not to be confused with the headwaters
of the Back River, which are proxinmal to G oa Haven.

The NIRB -- the Nunavut I npact Revi ew Board
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approved the Back R ver project in 2017. W signed the
framewor k agreenent with the Kitikmeot association --

I nuit Association in April of 2018, and we are
currently anticipating a 15-year mne life with
benefits to Inuit throughout the mne life, including
jobs and contracts with I nuit businesses.

We are al so very proud of the strong caribou
protection neasures that we have devel oped t hrough our
comuni ty engagenent and in partnership wth the
Kiti kmeot Inuit Association.

These are many of the environnental and soci al
areas that we have studi ed and addressed at the
Back River project. They range fromthe atnospheric to
the freshwater to the human to the marine and the
terrestrial environnents.

And we have ongoing nonitoring efforts and
managenent pl ans devel oped for these; however, we are
commtted to continuous inprovenent, and that is why we
have deci ded -- one of the reasons we have decided to
bring forward this application to add wind and sol ar
options to the Back River project.

Wiy renewabl e energy? Wnd and sol ar power are
proven renewabl e energy sources. Diavik has a w nd
farmand is installing solar. And the Hope Bay project
here in the Kitiknmeot includes approved w nd turbines

inits project certificate.
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Qur studies tell us that the wwnd wll generate
power for the Goose mne. |It's a world-class wnd
resource. W' ve been studying the wind in that
| ocation for up to five years now, and it's a great
| ocation to capture and generate power.

We have al so considered traditional know edge and
community feedback as well as avail able western
science, and it confirnms the location is a | owuse area
for caribou and not a primary |ocation for hunting or
traditional harvesting.

There are many benefits, environnmental benefits to
addi ng renewabl e energy, many of which are shown on the
screen: a reduction in winter ice road traffic, a
shorter duration for the winter ice road, and a
significant decrease in diesel fuel consunption as well
as related risks of spills to the terrestrial or marine
envi r onnent .

This slide reflects the m ni mum expectati ons about
carbon em ssions. At mninmumthe project will reduce
carbon em ssions by over 30,000 tonnes; however,
current engi neering estimates a reduction of as nuch as
80, 000 netric tonnes of carbon di oxide.

This tineline -- as our original tineline fromthe
application, it has shifted through working through the
Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board process as well as B2Gol d's

acqui sition of Sabina. W're realistically not |ooking
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at nobilization for a few years if approved.

How do wi nd turbines generate electricity? It's a
guestion we get a lot in the comunities. Wnd
turbi nes capture kinetic energy in surface wi nds and
convert that energy into electricity. As w nd noves
over the turbine blades simlar to an airplane wing, it
generates lift and spins those turbines, creating
ki netic energy.

The wi nd generation facility itself wll have up
to 13 wind turbines with a power -- power capacity
between 4 and 4.5 negawatts each for a total power
capacity of approximately 55 negawatts. The hub hei ght
of the turbines will range from81 to 111 netres, and
they are spaced approximately 500 netres apart.

The sol ar panel array is a 200 by 400 netre pad,
an aggregate pad, and they may be added on top of
exi sting buildings if suitable on our project site.

There's also a battery energy storage system which
consists of batteries in sea cans. These are the sane
batteries that are in our |aptops or our cell phones.
And, again, these sea cans will be placed on an
aggregate or a -- a rock pad.

To transmt the power that is generated fromthe
spinning wind turbines to the batteries, there will be
transm ssion lines which will be laid directly adjacent

to the access roads on the tundra and covered with
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aggregate. We will utilize existing roads at the
approved mne site to the greatest extent possible for
the energy centre.

A site layout figure of the Goose project area and
the renewabl e energy centre can be seen on the screen.
The origi nal approved final environnental i npact
statenent included the Goose mne site and included the
potential devel opnent area, which is this red outline.

The proposed wind turbines will be |ocated in
one -- in these two |ocations with connecting roads.

So, as you can see, these wind turbines are going to be
installed in an area directly adjacent to the existing
mne infrastructure and largely within the approved
potenti al devel opnent area fromthe origina

envi ronnment al i npact statenent.

Through our conmunity engagenent and regul ator
engagenent since 2019 when we originally proposed this
Back River project energy centre, one of the coments
we continually heard, especially fromthe Nunavut
| npact Review Board, was to increase the visual aids or
I nfographics and to provide those in our presentation.

So this is one of the outcones of those
conversations and those asks. Wat you see is an
aggregate road connecting the mne site to the w nd
turbine array. Again, the wind turbines, up to 13 of

them spaced approximately 500 netres apart, and that
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spacing is designed to allow mgration, bird mgration
through the wind turbines. Transm ssion |ines running
al ongsi de of the road and covered and connecting to the
energy storage systemw thin sea cans. W al so have
posters printed and hung in the back of the room

And continuing in that spirit, we also produced an
artistic inpression of the wind turbines. Standing
fromthis location -- the first location that you can
see on the screen is the existing -- in the old Goose
expl oration canp that has been around since the late
1980s. The second picture is fromthe south end of the
airstrip. The third picture is fromcloser to the
goose neck.

It is -- it is called "Goose Lake" because the
wat er body is supposed to resenble a goose. This is
the neck and the beak. So I -- |1 wll sonetines refer
to it as the "goose neck" or the "goose beak"

The third picture is fromthe goose beak. And the
fourth picture is |located approximately 2.2 kil onetres
fromthe wind turbines on Chair Lake.

As you can see fromstanding fromthe existing
Goose exploration canp, it's quite hard to see the w nd
turbines. The clarity is hard to see in this -- in
this -- on this screen. But the tips of the w nd
turbines are just show ng over the edge of the horizon.

Again, on the second picture, the tips of the w nd
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turbines are just extending over the horizon and the
backgr ound.

So as | nentioned earlier, this is an artist's
rendition to give people, reviewers, an idea of what
the energy centre will ook like. The w nd turbines,
of course, have not been installed. This picture is
taken from approxi mately 100 netres above ground
surface froma helicopter. And, in addition, there
will be mne infrastructure directly in front of these
wi nd turbines. And the last picture, again, is from--
Is the closest |location to the w nd turbines,
approximately 2 kil onetres away.

Again, in our effort to provide visual aids of the
energy centre, sone of the key mitigation neasures that
have been proposed, we al so conpl eted noi se studi es as
wel | as sone hei ght conparison infographics.

At the very top of the noise scale, we have
100 decibels, and that's a helicopter, so very noisy.

At approximately 70, 76 decibels, we have the Canbridge
Bay generators, so the generators that are here in
Canbridge Bay. Again, quite noisy. A wndy day on the
tundra is between 60 and 70 deci bels. A gas pickup
truck is between 50 and 60 deci bel s.

And at 48 decibels, fromapproximately 50 netres
away, we have the wnd towers. So if you were standi ng

50 netres away fromthe wind turbines, it would sound
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slightly quieter than if you were standing 10 netres
away from a pickup truck, a Ford F-150, for exanple.

If you were 2 kilonetres away fromthe w nd
turbines, the nunber is at 30 decibels, which is
essentially a whisper. It will sound like a whisper if
you are approximately 2 kilonetres away. So they are
not very noi sy.

In terns of height conparison, we have the Centre
Square, the tallest building in Yellowknife, and we
have the Canbridge Bay LORAN Tower, which | understand
is not still standing but was a | andmark here in
Canbridge Bay. The wind turbines thenselves will be in
bet ween t he Canbri dge Bay LORAN Tower and the Centre
Square building in Yell owknife.

As previously nmentioned, the energy centre wll
reduce the fuel truck trips per year by approximtely
700; it will reduce the anbunt of sealifts we need on
our project site by up to 15 percent; it wll reduce
the fuel and greenhouse gas em ssions by nore than
50 percent.

Thr oughout our conmunity engagenent, two of the
key topics that arose during the assessnent, both with
comunity and regul ators, related to caribou and
related to birds. And we are very happy to report that
with our commtnents with the Kitiknmeot Inuit

Associ ation, federal government participants, and the
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Gover nnent of Nunavut, we have confirned that the
technical issues that they raised are resolved, and we
continue to jointly work with the nenbers of our

cari bou technical advisory group on the protection
measures to be inplenented for the renewabl e energy
centre.

We have conmitted to developing a mgratory birds
protection plan. W have -- we have committed to
creating an appendix to the wildlife mtigation and
nmoni toring plan which will house the protection
measures related to wildlife, birds, and caribou as it
relates to the energy centre.

In terms of community engagenent, it's sonething
that we take very seriously and are very proud of.

Si nce 2019, we've had over seven public neetings, in
person or virtual. W' ve had ten engagenents to date
with el ders groups, representatives from Bay Chino and
Bat hurst Inlet, ham et representatives, and hunters and
trappers organi zations, anong others. And we have
ongoi ng engagenents with regulators, the Kitikneot

I nuit Association, and conmmuniti es.

We have recently established an Inuit
envi ronnental advisory commttee, which is a
requi rement of our Inuit Inpact Benefit Agreenent and
our project certificate, that consists of seven

Kitikmeot Inuit nmenbers, including a range of
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denographics -- or groups -- elders, |and users, youth,
and wonen.

In July of 2023, we had a site tour and a
di scussi on of the renewabl e energy centre proposal.

You can see the commttee in the top-left picture.

As a result of that site tour and the discussion
on the energy centre proposal, the lInuit environnenta
advi sory commttee issued a letter of support which was
submtted to the Nunavut | npact Review Board for the
renewabl e energy centre. This slide sumarizes sone of
our project benefits to date. W have 118 -- 118 Inuit
enpl oyees at the project as of the end of this year.

We have -- 465 mllion in project business expenditures
have been made with 122 mllion spent on
Kitiknmeot-qualified business registries. And they are
going to continue to grow significantly with the m ne
in construction.

In terms of the information requests and techni cal
comments we received, this slide gives you a sense of
where nost of the informati on requests received cane
from W had a total of 28 information requests, the
majority fromthe Governnent of Nunavut, and ny
understanding is that there are no infornmation requests
out st andi ng.

This slide gives you a sense of where nost of the

technical comments we received cane from W had a

Dicta Court Reporting Inc.
403-531-0590




57

© 00 N oo o B~ W DN P

N DN D N DD DNN P P PP PR, PRk
o o A W DN P O © 00 N o 0o AW DN O

total of 43 technical comments, nostly fromthe
Kitiknmeot Inuit Association and the Crown-Indi genous
Rel ati ons and Northern Affairs Canada. As | reported
earlier, all of these information requests and
technical conmments are now resolved with the Kitikneot
Inuit Association, the Governnent of Nunavut, and the
federal famly.

We appreciate everyone's -- we appreciate
everyone's w llingness and dedication to neet and
under stand each other's perspectives, and we think our
energy centre is better because of it. This slide
shows that the primary focus of nost of the technical
comments were centered on birds, bird habitat, and
terrestrial wldlife and cari bou.

Due to the |l arge nunber of information requests

and techni cal coments that were received, | won't read
each and every one of them but | wll try to provide a
sunmary.

On birds and bird habitat, questions were raised
about nortality surveys and fog nonitoring. W
resol ved them through additional commtnents to
conpl ete additional surveys for fog and nortality
surveys above and beyond what is required within
Envi ronnment Canada gui delines for wind turbines in
Canada. So we have proposed additional surveys on top

of the guidelines.
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On caribou and terrestrial wildlife, questions
were rai sed about nonitoring for caribou, triggers for
shut down neasures, and behaviour nonitoring of their
response. W have resolved themthrough working with
the cari bou technical advisory group nenbers and to
jointly agree on nonitoring and mtigation nmeasures for
the energy centre in advance of its construction if
approved.

On the description of the project, questions were
rai sed about neteorol ogical towers and whet her or not
t hey had or woul d have guy-w res, the spacing of the
turbines, and |ighting neasures.

W' ve resolved them by commtting to
preferentially selecting unguyed towers if possible,
and, if not, we would mark guy-wires to increase
visibility for birds.

The spacing of the bases of the turbines are
approxi mately 500 netres apart. And to have
di scussions with Transport Canada and the Kitikneot
Inuit Association on lighting shielding that can be
utilized within federal |egislation.

It's inportant to enphasize that we are not nmaking
any changes to the permtted project, the mne, other
than the addition of this renewabl e energy centre.

In terns of the atnospheric environnent and the

geot echni cal, we heard comments on updated greenhouse
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gas em ssions nunbers for the project with the addition
of the renewabl e energy centre, and we have committed
to conplete and revi se our greenhouse gas emni ssion
nunbers if the project is approved and once detail ed
engi neering i s conpl eted.

In ternms of the geotechnical regine or
under st andi ng of the foundation for the construction of
t hese wind turbines, we've nmade comments to the
Crown- I ndi genous Rel ations and Northern Affairs Canada
to collect and understand baseline information in
advance of construction, to inplenent nonitoring
tenperature cables for the turbines once constructed
and through operations, and to build that infornmation
into our Back River project thermal nonitoring plan.

W heard questions on the vegetation aspects of
the Back Ri ver project energy centre, and we've
commtted to including the area -- the infrastructure
fromthis renewabl e energy centre within our existing
vegetation nonitoring plan.

Quana, M. Chair. Thank you.

THE CHAI R: Thank you, Merle.

"Il give it to Teresa.

Procedural Matters by Nunavut | npact Review
Board Legal Counsel
T. NEADOWS: Thank you, M. Chair.

So as you can see fromthe agenda, we're hol ding
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guestions to the next -- after the next presentation,
so if there are -- is a change to the nunber -- the
panelists for the next presentation for B2Gold, if |
can have those witnesses step up to the mc.

Thank you, M. Chair. Teresa Meadows, | egal
counsel for the Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board.

So, M. Chair, as M. Sharamwas al ready affirned,
he is able to provide evidence for -- for this
presentati on.

The next presentation | wll be marking as
exhi bits are B2Gol d's "Nunavut Energy Centre
At nospheric and Terrestrial" presentation. | have
those in English, Inuktitut, I|nuinnagtun. And those
will be the next three exhibits in the public hearing.

And those are ny procedural matters, M. Chair.

EXHBIT 4 - Hard Copy Power Poi nt

Presentati on, B2Gol d Nunavut Energy Centre,

At nospheric and Terrestrial (English)

EXHBIT5 - Hard Copy Power Poi nt

Presentati on, B2Gol d Nunavut Energy Centre,

At nospheric and Terrestrial (lnuktitut)

EXH BIT 6 - Hard Copy Power Poi nt

Presentati on, B2Gol d Nunavut Energy Centre,

At nospheric and Terrestrial (I nuinnaqtun)

THE CHAI R Thank you, Teresa.

B2CGol d, conti nue.
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Presentation by B2Gol d Corporation (B2Gol d Nunavut
Energy Centre, Atnospheric and Terrestrial)

M KEEFE: M. Chair, thank you.
Merl e Keefe, B2Col d.

In ternms of the atnospheric environnent and, nore
specifically, the val ued ecosystem conponents that were
studied within the atnospheric environnent, the
original project |ooked at air quality, noise and
vi bration, and climte and neteorol ogy. | have
provi ded sonme pictures on the slide in front of you on
sone of the atnospheric nonitoring devices that are
currently set up at our project site.

On the left you'll see a dust nonitoring device as
well as a passive air quality nonitoring device. So
this will capture dust em ssions fromthe project site
as well as potential passive air quality em ssions such
as nitrogen dioxide as well as carbon di oxi de.

On the picture on the far right, you'll see a
met eor ol ogi cal station, which is capturing atnospheric
envi ronnental data such as wind speed and direction,
rainfall anounts, precipitation, as well as sone sol ar
radi ation information.

The proposed wind turbine area is located directly
adj acent to the existing Goose m ne devel opnent area.
Sone of the mtigation neasures that we have for the

mne site and are also relevant to the nodification
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whi ch are included in our noise abatenent plan includes
ensuring equipnent is fitted with appropriate nufflers
and silencers, ensuring equi pnent is well-nmaintained,
housi ng stationary sources -- noise sources in
bui | di ngs where feasible, and ot her possible general
noi se abatenent neasures that can be inplenented
on-site, including the reduction in the anmount of
generators, the required anmount of generator running
time on our project site due to the renewabl e energy
centre. Adding the wind turbines will reduce the
anmpunt of tine that the generators on our project site
need to be ran and the noise produced by those
generators.

|'ve previously described this slide. But, again,
wind towers relative to helicopters or the hani et
generators or even pickup trucks, the wind towers
t hensel ves are quieter.

In ternms of clinmate change, renewable energy wl|
enabl e B2Gol d to reduce its reliance on fuel, diesel,
at the approved project. This will, of course, help
reduce the approved project air em ssions, SO
greenhouse gas em ssions, and their contributions to
climat e change.

As previously nentioned, the project, the
renewabl e energy centre, wll reduce our diesel

consunption by 10 mllion litres and over 30,000 tonnes
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of carbon dioxide. And as previously nentioned, recent

engi neering shows that these are the m ni mum

expectations and that those nunbers -- those reductions
in nunbers will be rmuch higher.
| will now pass the remainder of the slides to ny

col | eague, Greg Sharam to present on the terrestrial
envi ronnment .

Thank you. Quana.
G SHARAM Thank you, M. Chair.

My name is Geg Sharam | ama wildlife biologist
wi th Environnental Resources Managenent which is an
I ndependent conpany that helps B2Gold with their
environnmental nonitoring. |'ve been conducting the
wildlife studies on-site now for 17 years. This
presentation includes the terrestrial environment which
is wldlife, vegetation, land fornms, and soils.

The -- the 2017 final environnmental inpact
statenment and the energy centre addendum consi dered the
six groups of wldlife on this slide. That includes
cari bou, nuskox, grizzly bear, fur bearers, mgratory
birds, and raptors.

It al so eval uated vegetation and speci al |andscape
features. This presentation is going to focus
primarily on caribou and birds since those are the
topics that comunities and i ntervenors focused on the

most in this review
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Starting with caribou, four herds of caribou were
eval uated for whether they would interact with the
project. The main herd that interacts wth the project
is the Beverly, Ahiak herd.

There are three other herds who rarely or never
interact with the project and the proposed wi nd farm
Those are the Bat hurst herd, the Dol phin and Union
herd, and the Peary herd.

Starting with the Beverly and Ahiak herd, this is
the herd of caribou that interacts the nost with the
existing project. In winter, they spend their tine
di spersed on the tundra across the Northwest
Territories and into Nunavut. |In spring, they mgrate
northeast up to the coast. At that tinme sone of the
cari bou pass by the mne site, but nostly we see them
interacting with our winter ice road typically dozens
of kilometres away north of the area where the w nd
farmw |l be located. That neans we do not expect to
see themvery often at the energy centre.

The cal ving range for this herd and the
post-calving range for this herd are both in the Queen
Maud Gulf Mgratory Bird Sanctuary which is 250 to
500 kilonetres away fromthe project site. As such,
there wll be no interaction wth calving or
post-calving areas for this wnd farm You can see

that on the nap there. There's the mne site, and that
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woul d be the cal ving and post-cal ving ground about 250
to 500 kilonmetres away. During the |late sumer and
fall, the Beverly and Ahiak herd are observed typically
i nfrequently and for short periods at the project site.
Over ten years of nonitoring on-site, this neans that
we see themonce in a while typically for about a day,
and then they nove on.

Moving on to the Bathurst herd. The Bathurst herd
is, in all seasons, west of the project site and
generally does not interact wwth the mne site where
the wind towers will be |ocated.

The next herd is the Dol phin and Uni on Herd known
| ocally as "island caribou". They spend the sumrer on
Victoria Island, and they winter on the mainland. This
is the project location with a star. And you can see
that they are north of the project |ocation.

The | ast caribou herd that we considered was the
Peary cari bou which occur further north in the arctic
I sl ands and do not overlap the project site.

The addendum eval uated the potential effects of
the energy centre on caribou. Three potential effects
were eval uated: habitat |oss, disturbance, and
di sruption of their novenent.

In carrying out our evaluation, we kept in mnd
sone of the positive facts about the wnd farm that

the wind farmwould result in | ess shipping,
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approximately two | ess ships per year; that the w nd
farmwould result in about 30 percent |ess trucking on
the winter ice road; that the wwnd farmwould result in
| ess fuel needed, about half the anpbunt of fuel, and
resulting generator runtinme; and the wind farm woul d
result in less risks of spills.

B2CGol d applies stringent fuel managenent
practices, but every tinme fuel is handled, there is a
tiny risk of a spill. Wth the -- with 50 percent |ess
fuel, there is I ess chance of a spill

To eval uate potential effects on caribou, we
started wwth Inuit 1Qand traditional know edge. | am
grateful for the wealth of know edge that has been
shared with us by Inuit. They know this area and
cari bou nmuch better than we do.

The Back River project conm ssioned five separate
IQ and traditional know edge projects fromthe
Kiti knmeot region and the Northwest Territories.
Back River also has an Inuit environnental advisory
commttee that neets regularly and di scusses nonitoring
results, mtigation, and nmanagenent with an I Q | ens.
They al so conduct the site visits, as we saw in the
| ast presentation, so that they can see the site and
mtigation for thensel ves.

Participants are all Inuit land users with a

connection to the project site. They are fromthe
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comuni ties of Kugl uktuk and Canbri dge Bay.

The project has incorporated 1Q and traditiona
know edge into each part of the mtigation hierarchy,
avoi di ng cari bou areas through project design,
designing our mtigation and nanagenent prograns, and
desi gni ng our reclamation prograns.

| want to thank the Elders and | and users who have
been so generous to share their know edge with B2 and
nyself. They are the experts on caribou. W have
| earned so nmuch fromthem and continue -- and | ook
forward to continuing to work together.

| Q studies for the project identified gathering
pl aces for harvesters, which are the yellow circles on
this slide, and travel routes on the | and, which are
the purple lines on this slide. You can -- you can see
that a lot of the travel routes converge on the hanlets
of Bathurst Inlet and Om ngmakt ok.

The inportant takeaway fromthis IQ map is that
the Back River mne, |ocated here, including the w nd
farmlocation, is |ocated outside of any inportant
gat hering places or travelling routes for harvesters.

| Q and traditional know edge indicate that caribou
novenent has historically been southwest to northeast
inthis area. That's the purple lines on this map,
going this way. These are the sane novenent directions

that we are seeing today based on our nonitoring using
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telenmetry collars or radio collars. These novenents
continue to be verified by the Inuit environnental
advi sory commttee, and so we have high confidence
since our scientific nmonitoring, lInuit observations,
and long-termtraditional know edge all align. Again,
the inportant takeaway fromthis map is that the
project |ocated here is outside of any inportant
novenent corridors for caribou.

The first step in the mtigation hierarchy at
Back River is to avoid effects on inportant wildlife
areas, particularly for caribou. The project has --
has had a strong history of changi ng the design of the
project to avoid interactions with inportant wildlife
sites. There are sone exanples listed on this slide
whi ch I woul d be happy to tal k about |ater.

The inportant takeaway is that the wind farm has
been placed intentionally outside of any traditional
use or inportant caribou areas. This slide describes
sonme of the protection neasures and nonitoring for
caribou. To limt potential effects, the proposed
energy centre is located within or directly adjacent to
the mne site. So it is not a new area where the w nd
farm woul d be | ocat ed.

Qur existing caribou nonitoring prograns wll
apply to the wind farmi ncludi ng nonitoring of caribou

collars, regional trail canmera nonitoring, behaviour
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nmonitoring, and stress hornone nonitoring. This
mtigation programincludes tenporary shutdowns when
cari bou are present.

B2CGol d i s advi sed by the caribou techni cal
advi sory group that includes the Kitiknmeot |nuit
Associ ation and the Governnent of Nunavut. B2CGold net
with that group and di scussed the energy centre
application before it was submitted to the Nunavut
| npact Review Board. B2CGold has net with the cari bou
techni cal advisory group before and after the technical
heari ng and has devel oped an updat ed nanagenent and
nonitoring programfor the energy centre.

B2Gold is proud to say that we've addressed all of
the formal technical coments provided by the caribou
techni cal advisory group nenmbers to the N RB.

B2Gol d has committed to continuing to work with
the cari bou technical advisory group to update the
details of the mtigation and nonitoring program W
| ook forward to a healthy di scussion on these topics
goi ng forward.

Overall, the addendum application concl uded t hat
the energy centre is not predicted to cause any changes
to the original inpact predictions for the project as
approved by the NIRB. This table shows the 2015 fi nal
envi ronnental inpact statenent for bids. Two potenti al

effects were considered residual effects: habi tat | oss
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and di sturbance.

The energy centre nodification package al so
assessed habitat | oss and di sturbance, but we added an
eval uation for disruption of novenent and direct
nortality for birds.

When we tal k about birds, we typically group them
into raptors and mgratory birds because they have
different life histories. First, we'll talk about
raptors such as eagles and falcons. Mst raptors in
this area nest on cliffs. Habitat for cliff-nesting
raptors at the mne site and the area planned for the
wind towers is limted due to the lack of cliffs.

The closest area that has any cliffs is the goose
neck pictured here on the left. You can see on the map
here on the right. This is not a great area for
raptors since the cliff steps are only about 1- to
2-nmetres tall and therefore easily accessed by nest
predators |ike wolverine and foxes. Sone
ground-nesting raptors such as short-eared ow have
been observed, but they are very uncommon in this area.

Basel ine studies for birds started wwth a review
of the 1Q and traditional know edge for inportant bird
areas. This was followed by consultation with
Envi ronnent Canada. They advised on the types of field
surveys that we should conduct. W over -- we

undert ook those surveys, including studies designed to
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determ ne the peak of mgration, the tinme of year when
nost birds are flying through, aerial surveys for
raptor nests and duck nests, and then area surveys on
the ground at the wi nd tower |ocations.

B2CGol d di scussed the nonitoring for birds with the
cari bou technical advisory group, and that group has
made several suggestions. B2CGold agreed to these
suggestions and conducted an extra year of surveys in
2023. We al so changed the timng of our nonitoring to
nmonitor later in the fall to capture late fal
mgration. The results of these surveys on mgratory
birds agreed with the traditional know edge on the
proj ect, increasing our certainty that we understand
the mgration of birds in this area.

The project has several mtigations for birds.
First, the wind turbines are located directly within or
adj acent to the existing mne site. The towers have
been | ocated to avoid raptor-nesting areas. Surveys
wi |l be conducted for active bird nests during
construction so they can be avoided. And the w nd
turbi nes are spaced so that birds can maneuver around
the wind turbines. They're spaced 500 netres apart.

This slide goes on to describe sone of the
protection neasures for birds. The wind towers will be
tenporarily halted if there are periods of |ow, dense

fog during mgration. This mtigation will be part of
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the plans in place once the turbines are operating.

W' ve planned to nonitor the wind towers for a period

of two years which is nore than what is recommended by
Envi ronment Canada. B2Gold has al so made commtnents

to the Kitiknmeot Inuit Association, the Governnent of

Nunavut, and Environnent Canada for birds. This

i ncl udes nmonitoring for fog year-round and i ncreasing

t he planned nonitoring frequency for bird nortalities

during the first year of surveys. As a result of these
mtigations, no change is expected fromthe 2015 fina

envi ronnmental inpact statenent.

This slide sets out the details of the current
vegetation mtigation neasures. Again, no additional
residual effects have been identified as a result of
the energy centre as conpared to the assessnent
approved by the Nunavut | npact Review Board in 2017.

W have several comments on the terrestrial
environnment part of the assessnent. B2Gold has worked
hard with the cari bou technical advisory group and
ot her parties to cone to resolutions on these coments.
I think you will hear fromall of these parties
participating in the public hearing here in Canbridge
Bay that their comments have been resol ved and t hat
we're aligned on next steps for our nonitoring and
mtigation prograns.

Thank you. Quana.
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THE CHAI R Thank you for your
presentation.

Questions fromour intervenors. Nunavut Tunngavi k
| ncor por at ed.
J. EETOOLOCK: James Eet ool ook. Kitikneot
I nuit Associ ation.

| have a couple questions. Can | ask right now?
THE CHAI R Thank you, Janes.

|'mjust going to go by --

J. EETOOLOXK: Ch, okay.

THE CHAI R: -- the list | have for
guestions. You're -- you're next after Nunavut
Tunngavi k.

J. EETOOLOCK: Ch, okay.

THE CHAI R Thank you.

Nunavut Tunngavi K.
Nunavut Tunngavi k | ncor porated Questi ons B2Gol d
Cor porati on
G N RLUNGAYUK: Thank you, M. Chair.
Thank you for the presentation. Mybe you have
spoke a little bit onit. | -- 1 mssed it perhaps. |

under st and t he

- the -- the caribou -- you have

cari bou in the west, you have caribou in the east,
caribou in the north, and caribou in the south. And we
all know cari bou don't have any boundaries -- and --

with -- with changes fromyear to year. |It's
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different.
What is your -- on the wind -- wind turbines -- |
realize that's a few years down the road. What is
your -- if a -- if a-- if a caribou herd, | don't
know, 10, 15, maybe 20, what is your -- your stopgap, |
guess, for the turbines, 13 wind turbines. If you see
caribou within -- comng into the site, what is your
stopgap for the turbines or shutdown of the turbines?
| didn't hear that. Mybe perhaps | can explain a bit.
Thank you, M. Chair.

THE CHAI R: Thank you, Gabriel.
B2Gol d.
M KEEFE: M. Chair, Merle Keefe.

Thank you for the question. Quana. The
Back River project, the approved m ne, has caribou
protection nmeasures set up for all activities as it
relates to the project site, whether it's blasting or
reduci ng heavy equi pnent. And through conmuni cati ons
with the caribou technical advisory group, we've made
the sane commtnents to reduce those project activities
if caribou herds -- it doesn't matter which herd. |If
they do approach our project site, we are ranpi ng down
those activities.

So fixed-wing aircraft, helicopters, blasting,
heavy equi pnent, we all have -- we ranp those

activities down when cari bou herds approach our project
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site. The sane goes for the wnd turbines. W have
multiple levels of caribou protection neasures that
were generated for our project site. Largely those
wer e devel oped with the Kitikmeot Inuit Association and
t he Governnment of Nunavut and the Nunavut | npact Revi ew
Board process during the original effects assessnent.

The specific protection neasures that we've
commtted to for the energy centre are in line with
those protection neasures and are in line with noise
nodel I ing that we have conpleted for our project site.
Those nunbers are if groups of 25 or nore caribou are
within 2 kilonetres of the wnd turbines, we ranp them
down -- we shut them down until the caribou have
m grated out of that protection zone or that buffer.

W nonitor the cari bou herds when they are
approaching our project site. W have traditional
knowl edge that has been shared with us so we have a
good under st andi ng of when cari bou herds may be com ng
in proximty to the mne, and that aligns with western
science as well as the Inuit environnental advisory
comm ttee. WWenever caribou herds are approachi ng our
project site, for exanple during spring mgration -- we
don't see caribou proximal to the Goose mne site. W
see themin greater nunbers along the winter ice road.

However, when the herd is approaching our project

site, whether it's the winter ice road or the Goose
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mne site, we are sending out what we call site
notifications. So we are |letting operators know -- we
are letting enployees of the mne site know we are
approaching the spring mgration period, please be
vigilant, and we are refreshing what those cari bou
protection neasures are with our staff.

The next level is called a site alert. And if our
cari bou observers identify caribou, then we are, again,
notifying site, and we are inplenenting those
agreed-upon protection neasures. W are ranpi ng down
t hose activities.

Quana, M. Chair. Thank you.

THE CHAI R Thank you.

Nunavut Tunngavi k i ncor porati on.

D. FREDLUND: Thank you, M. Chair.

(NO ENG.I SH FEED) rendition of the -- the w nd
generators, the turbines, froma distance of
100 netres. It could have been renditioned from
anywhere, fromthe noon, for all we -- for our aspects.

I n your noise nodelling, was there any
consi deration given to frequency and not just decibels?
The hertz level, the low -- |owfrequency noise, for
exanpl e, that could cause -- though it may not be | oud,
it could cause disturbance to wldlife?

Thank you, M. Chair.

THE CHAI R: Thank you. B2Gol d.
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M KEEFE: M. Chair, thank you.
Merl e Keefe.
And thank you for the question. |'mgoing to pass

it to ny colleague, Geg Sharam to answer. Thank you.
G SHARAM Thank you, M. Chair

That's a good question. W actually conpleted two
nodel s for the project, a first nodel which was just
total sound, so across different types of frequencies.
And then through discussion with the caribou technica
advi sory group, there was essentially that sane
guestion which was, Do caribou hear better in sone
ranges, and, Can we nodel those ranges separately?

So a second nodel was conpleted, which -- which
nodel s separately for different "octave bands", they're
call ed, so we nodel separately for |ow frequency, md
frequency, high frequency, so we can conpare that to
t he hearing range of cari bou.

Thank you.

THE CHAI R Thank you, G eg.

Nunavut Tunngavi k.

D. FREDLUND: Thank you for the -- thank
you, M. Chair.

So what was the -- the result of that nodelling?
In our witten subm ssion, we identify this survey done
over in Scandinavia and the effects of Rangifer

tarandus -- tarandus which is a subspecies of caribou.
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It's all the sane.
In that study it showed that caribou --
rei ndeer -- caribou were affected by the | owfrequency

noi se of the turbines. So in your nodelling that you

didin-- with your -- working with your terrestrial or

the -- the wildlife group, what was the result of that?
Quana.

THE CHAI R: Thank you for your question.

Bef ore your question, can you state your nane.
Thank you.
D. FREDLUND: Post -- post-question, ny nane
Is Dustin Fredlund, NTI. Thank you.

THE CHAI R: Thank you.
B2Col d.
M KEEFE: M. Chair, thank you.

Merl e Keefe, B2Col d.

"' mgoing to again ask ny col |l eague, G eg Sharam
to answer the question. Thank you.
G SHARAM Thank you, M. Chair
G eg Sharam from ERM

It's a good question. The typical way that noise
is nodelled is for the -- the hearing range of people,
whi ch is known as deci bel -weighted 'A" or "dBA".

Cari bou research indicates -- hears better than
people in the | ow frequency band, and so our nodelling

conpared the hearing range of caribou in that
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| ow-frequency band to the noise that the wi nd turbine
woul d make, and then we add in background noi se, w nd
noi se, to determne if caribou can hear that w nd tower
over the -- the background wi nd noi se, and that would
occur at about 2 kilonetres away fromthe w nd towers.
Thank you.
THE CHAI R Thank you.
Nunavut Tunngavi k.
D. FREDLUND: Quana, | hivaut aq.
Dustin Fredlund again with NTlI, Nunavut Tunngavi k.
Thank you for your response. | would have been
interested to see the -- the caribou that were used for
the -- the hearing nodelling, but, obviously, we'll
take -- we'll take your word and the word of the group

that you worked with on this.

Just for the record, 1'd |ike to point out that
a -- a grave concern that we have is -- is
the | owfrequency noise and the inpact it will have on

caribou. W didn't consider wind direction. Wnd
should carry sound far. So this is in a stagnant

envi ronment where there is no wind. | assune that your
research was done with no wind even though w nd nay
have been included in the nodelling. But wnd carries
sound great distances. Sound carries farther in the
wintertinme. So, | nmean, these are things that | think

t hat shoul d be consi dered when you're devel oping the --
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further devel oping this project.

Quana, | hivaut aq.

THE CHAI R Thank you. | didn't hear a
guesti on about that.

Before we go on to the next intervenor, Kitikneot
Inuit Association, we'll take a break for lunch. Be
back at 1:15. Thank you.

( PROCEEDI NGS ADJOURNED UNTIL 1:15 PM

( PROCEEDI NGS RECOMVENCED AT 1: 16 PM

THE CHAI R Wel cone back, everybody. Just
a remnder to sign back in when you cone back.

This norning before the break we had questi ons
fromNTlI to B2Gold. Next up is we have Kiti kneot |nuit
Associ ati on.

Kiti kmeot I nuit Association Questions B2Gol d

Cor por ati on

J. EETOOLOCK: Thank you, M. Chair. M nane
I's Janes Eetool ook, Kitiknmeot Inuit Association.

| have a couple of questions. The first one

regarding the wndmll, the noise pollution. | don't
know i f you call it "noise pollution"
Did you guys ever study the -- in wntertine -- in

wi ntertinme when the weather gets really cold, the sound
travel s much shorter than normal. So by how nuch it
travels further? That's one question.

And according to the -- the nmaps, how the cari bou
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travel and for this day in wntertine, and they mgrate
up north to born their young ones. On this map, the
herd that we get at Ahiak goes up to -- towards the
east Boot hia Peninsula. That's where they born their
young ones. Wiy is it not on this map?

And what else? W'I|l see. That's it for now.

Thank you.
THE CHAI R Thank you.
B2Gol d.
M KEEFE: M. Chair, thank you. Merle

Keef e, B2Col d.

' mgoing to pass the answers to ny col |l eague,
Greg Sharam Thank you.

G SHARAM Thank you, M. Chair. Geg
Sharam from ERM

To answer the first question about noise and the
wi nter, when we do any form of noise nodelling, we use
t he worst-case scenario, so the scenario where noise
woul d travel the furthest. So we always nodel it in
the wi nter when noise would travel farther.

But for our nonitoring prograns, we nonitor both
inthe -- in the wnter and in the sutmer so we can see
the difference in -- in the actual noise made by the
proj ect, both before the wind towers would go in, so
we're doing that this year, and after the w nd towers.

W'd go in and we'd neasure in the winter and in the
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summer. | hope that answers your first question.

The second question was about maps of the Ahiak
range, and | think there are -- are several different
maps whi ch show the cal ving range of the Beverly Ahiak
range. We've taken our maps fromthe Nunavut Pl anning
Conmm ssion, and that was data that they got fromthe
Government of Nunavut to show the -- the distribution
of that calving range. So -- but | understand there
are sone slightly different maps out there.

Thank you. Thank you.

THE CHAI R Thank you.

Kiti knmeot Inuit Association.

J. EETOOLOXK: James Eet ool ook, Kiti kmneot
[ nuit Association.
You know, for a project |ike you said, howis

it that the -- what's -- what's the reason -- nmaybe you

can answer that -- why not the part of the herd go born
their young ones in Boothia Peninsula? | think that
shoul d be included in -- in the -- in the maps since

it's part of Ahiak regi on anyways, so ...

THE CHAI R Thank you.
B2Col d.
M KEEFE: Merl e Keefe. Thank you for

your question. B2Gol d.
|'"'mgoing to pass the answer to ny coll eague, G eg

Shar am
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G SHARAM Greg Sharam from ERM

It's a good question, and it's an existing
commtnment wthin the nonitoring programfor wldlife,
is to map the distribution of the collaring -- or of
the calving areas and post-cal ving areas and present

those in the annual reports. So coming up in the

annual reports, there will be maps show ng where those
collard caribou are -- are cal ving.

Thank you.
THE CHAI R Thank you.

Kiti kneot Inuit Association.

J. EETOOLOCK: James Eet ool ook, Kitikneot
I nuit Associ ation.

Anot her thing, the collaring, howis it being --
being -- still being used in order to nonitor the --
the cari bou novenent? 1In the Inuit know edge, you
know, we've been wanting to see -- do away with the
collaring prograns and go with the |l ess invasive
nmet hods to -- to have the caribou let -- not ny
guestion, but just a comment.

Thank you.

THE CHAI R Thank you.
Next we have Governnent of Nunavut.
Gover nment of Nunavut Questions B2Gol d Corporation
J. BULLER: Thank you, M. Chair. Justin

Buller fromthe Governnent of Nunavut.
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As has been noted by the proponent, the nmgjority
of our concerns have been addressed. | think there has
been an out standi ng concern about the visual
di sturbance associated with the wi nd turbines
t hensel ves in addition to the noise, but the proponent
has commtted to updating their zone of influence work
to evaluate if there's an effect outside of the
2 kilometre that they have identified as the limt of
their noise inpacts, and the details of that would be
wor ked out with the caribou technical advisory group
along with the Governnment of Nunavut, the proponent,
and the Kitikmeot Inuit Association.

And so we're -- we're satisfied with the way the
proponent is attenpting to address the inpacts
associ ated with noi se and visual disturbance related to
the wind turbines. | thought that was an inportant
point to note, that we've had concerns about that, and
that we had been working with the proponent to address
that specifically.

We don't have any further questions with the
presentati on nade by the proponent today.

Thank you.

THE CHAI R Thank you.

Next we have CGovernnent of the Northwest

Territories.

J. HODSON: Yes. Thank you. Janmes Hodson
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here for the Governnent of the Northwest Territories.

W don't have any questions at this tinme. Thank
you.

THE CHAI R Thank you.

Crown- I ndi genous Rel ations and Northern Affairs
Canada.

S. DEVWAR: Quana, M. Chair. Spencer
Dewar .

On behal f of the Governnent of Canada, we have one
question. It'll be asked by our coll eague Russel
Wkes from Environnment and C i mate Change Canada.
Environnent and Ci mate Change Canada Questions B2Gol d
Cor porati on
R WYKES: Hel | o, everybody. Russel
Wkes, Environnment and i mate Change Canada.

| just have one question. The presentation noted
that an 81- to 111-netre turbine hub hei ght was given.
The i nfographic seened to present an 111-netre turbine
hei ght hub -- hub height. Environnent and Cinmate
Change Canada is wondering if B2Gold has sel ected the
111-netre hub height turbine or if that is still to be
determ ned and whet her -- or whether the hub hei ght
wll be a -- hub height will be determ ned by the nost
environnmental |y sound or the nost avail abl e,
understanding the | ogistics of -- of getting the

different sizes of turbines up there.
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THE CHAI R Thank you.
B2Col d.
M KEEFE: M. Chair, thank you. Merle

Keefe, B2Col d.

And thank you, Environnent Canada, for your
question. | think there were a couple parts to that
question, and I'll try to address them

In terns of the range from81 to 111 netres, the
final turbine nodel has not been selected. The
I nf ographi cs show the 111-netre version again show ng
and depicting the | argest version. However, detailed
engi neering i s necessary to be conpleted prior to
sel ecting the wind turbine nodel.

As di scussed during the October prehearing
conference, B2Gol d has made several comm tnents. Once
detail ed engineering is conpleted and a nodel is
selected within that range, we have commtted, for
exanple, with the Kitikmeot Inuit Association to
redoi ng and reanal yzing inpacts to birds, if the w nd
turbines and the bl ade are closer. So whichever nodel
we choose, we will redo the nodelling and the studies.

We have also nmade a commtnent to redo the
gr eenhouse gas em ssions nunbers once final engineering
is conplete, and in terns of the decision on how we
will select that nodel, we will | ook at various factors

t hrough that detailed engineering process. W wll
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review the conmtnents that we nade from an
envi ronnment al perspective, but we will also include the
other netrics which you nentioned.

So | ogistics, transportation, and the economc
I npacts and the ability for the wind turbines to
harness the wind turbine or the wind resource to its
greatest potential and reduce the anount of diesel
em ssions on the project.

Thank you. Quana.
THE CHAI R Thank you.

Did you have a foll ow up question?
R WYKES: Russel |l Wkes, Environnent and
C i mat e Change Canada.

No. That's a -- that's a great response to ny

question. Thank you for that answer. No further

guesti ons.
THE CHAI R: Thank you.
Heal t h Canada.
C. DUTCHAK: Thank you, M. Chair. Cassidy

Dut chak, Heal th Canada.
No questi ons.
THE CHAI R Transport Canada.
S. Kl DD: Thank you, M. Chair. Scott
Ki dd, Transport Canada.
| have no questi ons.

THE CHAI R Thank you.
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Nunavut | npact Review Board staff. Thank you.
Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board Staff Questions B2Gol d
Cor por ati on
T. ARKO Thank you, M. Chair. Tara
Arko, Nunavut | npact Review Board staff. W do have a
coupl e questions for the proponent here.

The first related to scope. Are the 13
turbines -- the maxi mum 13 turbi nes proposed planned to
be built at once, or will there be tinme between
construction to allow for nonitoring information to be
col | ected?
THE CHAI R B2Col d.
M KEEFE: M. Chair, thank you. Merle
Keef e, B2Col d.

The construction of the 13 turbines wll occur

within the sanme period, the sane tineline. So they

will all go up at once is the current plan.
Thank you.
THE CHAI R Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board
staff.
T. ARKC Thank you, M. Chair. Tara

Ar ko, Nunavut | npact Review Board staff.

The caribou technical advisory group is a specific
group to review parts of the project. How does B2CGol d
consider traditional know edge, I|nuit

Qauj i maj atugangit, and comunity know edge in
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managenent and nonitoring? Sorry. | should add beyond
what the "C -- the caribou technical advisory group is
expected to | ook at.

THE CHAI R: B2Col d.

M KEEFE: Thank you, M. Chair. Merle
Keefe, B2Col d.

We considered traditional know edge from sever al
sources in both instances -- or in all instances to
identify potential interactions for local wildlife and
| and- use considerations in addition to other potenti al
areas of concern. There were two reports produced and
shared with B2Gold by the Kitikneot Inuit Association,

t he Naonaiyaotit traditional know edge project.

W' ve had neetings and wor kshops bet ween Sabi na
and now B2Gold with Inuit | and users and hunters and
trappers organi zations and a very conprehensive
communi ty engagenent program over the last -- a dozen
years.

We al so accessed publicly available traditiona
knowl edge from sel ected | ndi genous groups within the
Nort hwest Territories. |In addition to the above
i nformation, we also continued to collect w th ongoi ng
comuni ty engagenent feedback and traditional know edge
for the project. So it doesn't just stop with the
traditional know edge reports that had been shared with

us.
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In addition, we have the I nuit environmental
advi sory conmittee, which is a requirenment that was
established as part of the Inuit I|npact Benefit
Agreenent but also the project certificate fromthe
Nunavut | npact Review Board. And, as | nentioned,
that's a group of land users famliar with the back of
a project site that have been brought to our sites. W
put their boots on the ground and show themthe actua
envi ronnment al managenent systemthat we have in place,
and we get their feedback.

In 2024, the Inuit environnental advisory
conmmttee is going to be focusing on water quality
nmonitoring, for exanple, and we plan to bring them
and -- and have themparticipate in that water quality
noni t ori ng.

So far the observations of the Inuit environmental
advi sory conmttee have aligned with those traditiona
knowl edge reports that were coll ected during the
original EA and -- which also align with western
Sci ence.

So hopefully that provides an expl anati on of not
just the traditional know edge reports that were shared
wWith us during the effects assessnent but al so the
ot her sources that we continue to collect as well as
the feedback that we gain fromthe Inuit environnental

advi sory conm ttee.
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Thank you.

THE CHAI R Thank you.

Nunavut | npact Review Board staff.

T. ARKO Tara Arko, Nunavut | npact
Revi ew Board staff.

Thank you for that answer, Merle. And it kind of
got, actually, a lot of the response to ny next
question already handled, is how are the updates from
your project mtigation nonitoring shared back to the
advi sory groups and the conmunity nenbers?

THE CHAI R B2CGol d.
M KEEFE: M. Chair, thank you. Merle
Keefe, B2Col d.

We have extensive annual report requirenents
t hrough the Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board where we report
on the ternms and conditions that are within the Back
Ri ver project -- terns -- ternms and conditions within
the Back River project project certificate. The
results of that annual nonitoring as well as project
updat e presentations are provided within our comunity
engagenent prograns where we're annually going into the
Kiti kmeot communities, and we're presenting on where
Back River is, providing a Back Ri ver project update,
but we're al so discussing the results of our annual
report, the terns and conditions for the requirenents

of the project.
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In addition to that and what | had previously
menti oned, we have the Inuit environnental advisory
conm ttee, again, where we are bringing Inuit of
varyi ng denographics, |and users, wonen, Elders. W're
bringing themto our project, and we're allow ng them
to participate in and -- and, in sone cases, |lead the
envi ronnment al managenent systemthat we have on our
project, and we're getting their feedback fromthem and
usi ng that feedback to inprove the environnental
managenent systemthat we have on our project site.

Thank you. Quana.

THE CHAI R Thank you.

Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board staff.

T. ARKG Tara Arko, Nunavut | npact
Revi ew Board staff.

Noti ng the size of sonme of the equi pnent being
di scussed -- and sone parts of the equi pnent woul d
still be very long as it was transported to site -- how
has this been considered and accounted for in both the
wi nter road design or managi ng i npacts fromtransport
to site over the winter road?
THE CHAI R B2CGol d.
M KEEFE: M. Chair, thank you. Merle
Keefe, B2Col d.

Thank you for that question. That's a great

question. W' ve done a detailed review of the
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| ogi stical requirenents for both the sealift and the
winter ice road for the delivery of the wind turbines
and the blades to the project. Trailers designed
specifically for the length of the |loads will be
provi ded. However, it is quite possible to nove the
turbi nes and the bl ades down the winter ice road.

We' ve brought NextEra, who is the proposed
supplier of the wind turbines, to our project site, and
they have conpleted a review of the winter ice road,
the -- and the equi pnent that we have on our project
site, and feel very confident that the success -- the
| ogi stical success, the transportation of those w nd
turbines to our project site, is very possible.

Next Era is one of the |argest conpanies in the
world for the installation of wind power, over
10, 000 turbines globally, and they have extensive
experience with engi neering, design, and | ogistics for
constructions of a wwnd farm and we feel very
confident jointly that the |ogistics can be conpleted
successful ly.

Thank you.

THE CHAI R Thank you.

Nunavut | npact Review Board staff.

T. ARKG Thank you, M. Chair. Tara
Ar ko, Nunavut | npact Review Board staff.

Swi t ching back over to the caribou topic. In
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pl anning mtigation, how has B2Gol d accounted for the
sensitivity of the caribou herds when they are nost
likely to interact with the energy centre conponents in
their anal ysis?
THE CHAI R B2CGol d.
M KEEFE: M. Chair, thank you.

The cari bou protection neasures that we've
devel oped for the Back Ri ver project have been applied
to the Back River project energy centre. \Wenever
cari bou approach our project site -- and we have a good
under st andi ng of when cari bou approach our project site
based on the traditional know edge that has been shared
with us as well as western science, collar data being
one of those forns, and we typically see caribou
approaching our project site during spring mgration.
Hi storically, that mgration route is |ocated far away
fromwhere these wind turbines will be constructed, so
north of the turbines and along the winter ice road.

We have created protection neasures for when
cari bou approach that wnter ice road. So we are
ranpi ng down the trucking activities that are occurring
on that winter ice road. There are actually sone
posters at the back of the room which show t hose
mtigation neasures being successfully applied in
trucks stoppi ng.

In terms of nore sensitive seasons for cari bou
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such as calving or post-calving, again, those |ocations
are not proximal to the Back River project or the w nd
turbines. However, we have made conmmtnents to shut
down activities, wind turbines included, if those

cal ving or post-calving ranges start to shift and nove
towards our project site.

So we have what's called a "rapid operationa
shutdown". |If the calving range shifts towards our
project site, we are inplenenting the rapid operational
shut down, turbines included, and we have one further
step after that called a "planned operati onal
shutdown". So in -- in the year the cal ving range may
shift towards the project site, we rapidly shut down.
The follow ng year, we create -- or we inplenent the
pl anned operational shutdown during those sane
sensitive periods.

| will point out that the calving range or the
post-cal ving ranges historically have never shifted in
| arge di stance -- distances quickly. The calving
ranges have shifted. However, that doesn't happen
wi thin one season or fromone year to the next.
Regardless, if it does happen, we have protection
nmeasures in place to nmake sure we're ranpi ng down the
activities and not creating an inpact during those
sensitive peri ods.

Thank you. Quana.
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THE CHAI R Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board
staff.
T. ARKO Thank you, M. Chair. Two

nore questions. Tara Arko, Nunavut | npact Review Board
staff.

What is the furthest distance fromthe w nd
turbines that B2Gol d could reliably see caribou group
sizes, and does this allow for behaviour nonitoring to
occur? So really looking at the limtations of direct
observation at site to pick up on herds in the distance
and what -- where would that allow for potenti al
behavi our nonitoring to occur?

Thank you, M. Chair.

THE CHAI R: B2CGol d.
M KEEFE: Merl e Keefe. Thank you,
M. Chair.

4 to 5 kilometres is what can be seen reliably
from height of land in advance of activities occurring,
environnmental nonitors on-site currently, transit
through the project area to the areas of -- of -- |
woul d say the hi ghest topography within the Back River
project, and do that nonitoring visually for inspecting
cari bou.

We are al so continuing the conversations around
addi tional nonitoring techni ques such as mlitary-grade

caneras. Those conversations are early, but we are
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| ooking at capabilities to utilize caneras with
software prograns that have the ability to aid our

vi sual base nonitoring.

Thank you.
THE CHAI R Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board
staff.
T. ARKO Thank you, M. Chair. Tara

Arko, Nunavut | npact Review Board staff. Last
guesti on.

WIIl the transm ssion lines or any part of the
ground connecti on between these pieces be covered with
aggregate? |If so, what kind of aggregate? And we are
trying to understand where the aggregate coul d cause
concerns for, you know, aninmals crossing sharp objects
with their hooves and/or reinforcenent of the
i nfrastructure fromchewi ng and gnawi ng as a | ot of
animals on the tundra |like to chew and gnaw on thi ngs.
So if you could just go into if those would be covered
and, if so, by what.

M KEEFE: M. Chair, thank you. Merle
Keef e, B2Col d.

So the first part of the answer is that the
transm ssion lines will be covered by aggregate. In
terns of the type of aggregate material that you wll
use to cover it, the process is to first layer -- put a

base | ayer down of larger rock, let's say 6-inch plus.
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That -- that -- that creates your foundation. So that
woul d be the first layer of rock on your transm ssion
l'ines.

Then you're continually adding snaller-size rock
to fill in those gaps, but you have the |arger rock
under neat h whi ch provides that base. So at the end,
you are going to have what's called a "crush material",
so approximately an inch, and that's a finishing | ayer
that wll be placed on top of that |arger material,
and -- and it fills in those holes and creates a
conpact structure which will mtigate any potenti al
I npacts to hooves or -- or ankles rolling, et cetera.

That's the sane techni que that woul d be used on
roads within the project site because you're not -- you
do not want those | arge, sharp rocks inpacting your
equi pnment or popping tires, for exanple.

There is also a comm tnent nade during the
original effects assessnment | want to note, which is to
use the Inuit environnental advisory conmttee to cone
to our project site and identify crossing | ocations,
potential crossing locations within roads for cari bou.
So to your point.

So the Inuit environnental advisory conmmttee wll
actually look at this road and the covering of the
lines that we have in place and identify areas to

facilitate caribou crossing in addition to the nmeasures
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| have -- | have al ready spoken about.
Thank you.
THE CHAI R Thank you.

Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board staff.

T. ARKGC Thank you, M. Chair.

That's all fromstaff at this point.

THE CHAI R Thank you.

Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board, Quy.

Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board Panel Questions B2Gol d
Cor porati on
G ALl KUT: Yes. Thank you.

| have two questions -- | have two coments. My
first question is with regards to the windm I s.
There's going to be birds that are going to be flying
back and forth in and throughout the windmlls. Wat
type of mtigative nmeasures are you going to put in
pl ace? The ravens like to nest around March to April
and t hroughout the sunmer.

There's going to be other raptors like the
Peregrine falcons and the -- and the other falcons that
like to nest on anything that's high. So what type of
preventative nmeasures are you going to put in place so
that the birds don't nest on -- on these -- on these
Wi ndm || s?

That's ny -- I'm-- I"'msorry. |I'msorry. |

didn't nmention ny nane. M nane is Guy Alikut. | have

Dicta Court Reporting Inc.
403-531-0590




100

© 00 N oo o B~ W DN P

N DN D N DD DNN P P PP PR, PRk
o o A W DN P O © 00 N o 0o AW DN O

anot her question after | get an answer from B2CGol d.

Thank you.
THE CHAI R: B2Col d.
M KEEFE: M. Chair, thank you. Merle

Keefe, B2Col d.

And thank you for your question. |In terns of
nests and nesting, we conplete and we have requirenents
within our wldlife managenent plan to conplete nesting
surveys i n advance of construction. So in transects,
we're -- we're scanning the area during nesting periods
or seasons, and we're identifying nests. That's in
advance of construction.

Once the turbines are constructed and operati ng,

you asked whet her or not nests would be -- whether or
not there was -- has been evidence or shown to nest on
the turbines. W've -- in all of our research,

including turbines in the south, it's been shown that
turbines are not a preferred area to nest. They're
actually quite high relative to the cliffs that they
typically like to nest on, and the infrastructure
itself, the turbine, is -- is netal, and it's snooth,
and there aren't a |lot of areas on top of the turbine
hub for a nest to be created. And -- and due to that
big, netal, slippery structure, it's not -- it's not
been shown as an area that raptors particularly like to

nest.
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In ternms of birds flying around during the
tur bi nes operating, we've proposed shutdown neasures
during mgration periods in foggy conditions. So if it
is amgratory bird season and the conditions becone
foggy and visibility is less, then we have conmtted to
shutting down the w nd turbines.

Thank you. Quana.

THE CHAI R Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board,
Quy.
G ALl KUT: GQuy Alikut, N RB board nenber.

Thank you for that answer. M/ second question

IS -- I"mgoing to speak a little bit about -- or --
or -- or the question that Janes Eetool ook was asking,
| Q should be -- 1Q should be used nore throughout

Nunavut irregardl ess of the type of projects that are
being -- irregardless of the type of projects that are
bei ng done up north, and 1Q should be inpl enented
especially to caribou. It's just nore of a comment of
what Eet ool ook was saying. |1Q should be nore -- nore
used especially during caribou mgration and the tines
where caribou are -- are cal ving.

Thank you. Thank you, M. Chairnman.
THE CHAI R Thank you.

Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board, Catheri ne.
C. EMRI CK: Thank you, M. Chair.

Cat herine Enrick, Nunavut | npact Review Board
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nenber .

So | just have a question about the caribou
techni cal advisory group and the Inuit environnental
advi sory conmittee, and |I'mjust wondering if you could
talk a little bit about how the information that's
presented in the discussion and the recomendati ons
that m ght conme out of each of those groups. Howis --
isit, and, if so, howis that information shared

bet ween the two groups?

Thank you.
THE CHAI R: B2CGol d.
M KEEFE: M. Chair, thank you. Merle

Keefe, B2Gol d Nunavut.

Just quickly before | -- before | get to that
answer, | wanted to touch base just on the -- on the
I nportance of traditional know edge and -- and into

Janmes' original question about Boothia, the peninsula,
and including that on maps going forward. And | just
wanted to confirmthat we -- that is sonething that we
can do, and that's sonething that we'll do going
forward with annual reporting. So I just wanted to
clarify that first.

In ternms of the caribou technical advisory group
and the Inuit environnmental advisory commttee and the
sharing of information, we've actually only conpl eted

our first formal trip to site with the environnenta
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advi sory commttee in 2023.

The -- taking that information fromthe Inuit
envi ronnental advisory commttee and providing it
directly to the caribou technical advisory group is
sonmething that I think we could do going forward. [I'l]|
| ook to ny nenbers within the caribou technical
advi sory group to comment or -- or confirm

But, typically, the caribou technical advisory
group starts with a presentation fromthe proponent,
us, B2CGol d, dependi ng on what we're tal king about. For
exanple, in May we're tal king about the winter ice
road, and in this past February, the caribou technica
advi sory group, we focused on the energy centre.

If the information within that particular caribou
technical advisory group is specific to observations
fromthe Inuit environnental advisory commttee, B2CGol d
coul d absolutely incorporate that information into the
presentation that we provide at the start of the
cari bou technical advisory group neetings, and we could
di scuss that with the cari bou technical advisory group.

| think "Il stop there. Thank you.

THE CHAI R Thank you.
Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board, Catheri ne.
C. EMRI CK Thank you, M. Chair.
Cat herine Enrick, Nunavut |npact Revi ew Board nenber.

Thank you for that response. But thinking also
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about the information going the other way, so the
i nformati on di scussed at the caribou technical advisory
group and their sort of discussion and recommendati ons,
does that flow back to the Inuit environnmental advisory
comm ttee?

Thank you.
M KEEFE: M. Chair, thank you. Merle
Keef e, B2Col d.

If the -- the -- the environnental -- Inuit
envi ronnmental advisory commttee has been focused on
one specific area within our environnental managenent
system So, for exanple, in 2024, we wll| be focused
on water quality nonitoring, or at |east that has been
what has been di scussed for 2024.

If that information is applicable to what the
cari bou technical advisory group is discussing and the
Kitiknmeot Inuit Association participates in both the
Inuit environnental advisory commttee as well as the
cari bou technical advisory group, then that information
coul d be discussed within both groups, and a sunmary of
the results coul d be provided.

Again, if -- if it's -- if the area or the subject
area that we are discussing is applicable, then a
hundred percent it -- it nmakes sense to transfer that
i nformati on and have that discussion. Again, the Inuit

envi ronnmental advisory commttee is -- is not purely
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focused on caribou. W certainly have di scussed
caribou, and that information could get sent back, but
it isn't just pertaining to the matters that is

di scussed at the caribou technical advisory group.

Thank you.
THE CHAI R Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board,
Cat heri ne.
C. EMRICK Thank you, M. Chair.

Cat herine Enrick, Nunavut |npact Review Board. Just
one nore foll ow up.

Coul d you just explain to ne how the hunters and
trappers organi zations are linked in wth the various

advi sory conmittees.

Thank you.
THE CHAI R: B2Col d.
M KEEFE: Thank you, M. Chair. Merle

Keef e, B2Col d.

The sel ection process for the Inuit environnental
advi sory conm ttee chooses | and users applicable -- or
| and users famliar with the Back R ver project, and
those appointnents are jointly made between B2Gol d and
the Kitikmeot Inuit Association. | believe there are
hunters and trappers organi zati on nenbers on our |nuit
envi ronnmental advisory commttee. |f you would like
specifics or nunbers, | can commt to getting that

i nformati on back to you.
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In addition to that, we -- in our conmunity
engagenent, we neet with hunters and trappers
organi zations, so outside of the commttees -- or the
Inuit environnental advisory conmttee, and we're goin
in and we're providing a project update, and we're
getting their feedback and incorporating that feedback
I nto our managenent pl ans goi ng forward.

Quana. Thank you.

THE CHAI R Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board,
Cat heri ne.
C. EMRI CK Thank you, M. Chair.

And thank you very nmuch for those responses. |It'
appr eci at ed.

| just have one nore very sort of specific
guestion. |I'mjust wondering if you can tell ne,
roughly, with the battery energy storage system how
many days of storage would you have? Just out of
curiosity.

Thank you.
THE CHAl R B2Col d.
M KEEFE: M. Chair, thank you. Merle

Keefe, B2Col d.

The -- several hours is the answer in short. |If
the wind turbines are producing power, the wind is
bl ow ng, and those batteries are charging and then the

wi nd stops and the turbines stop, there is severa

g

S
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hours worth of batteries -- energy stored within those
batteries to power the nne.
Thank you. Quana.
THE CHAI R Thank you.
Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board, Catheri ne.
C. EMRI CK Thank you, M. Chair.
Cat heri ne Enrick, Nunavut Inpact Revi ew Board.

No nore questions.

THE CHAI R Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board,
Phillip.
P. OM NGVAKYCXK: Thank you, | hivautag.

We've heard earlier this norning about the noise
fromthe turbines. M question -- | have -- | have a
guestion regarding the noise. |'mjust wondering as to

whet her those studies are carried out in terns of a
timng of the season, the type of the day, and whet her
it's cloudy or not. |Inuit that have lived up here in
the north a long tinme, they know that sound carries
very, very far when it's -- when it's very calm al
over the place, and that sound travels a | ong ways.
And nmy other -- other part of ny question is

whet her those -- the noise fromthe turbines is even
during the type of the winter because in the -- in the
cl oudy days and cl ear days, there is very, very big

di fference, and clear days, the sound tends to travel

very far.
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Quana, | hivaut aq.
THE CHAI R: B2Col d.
M KEEFE: M. Chair, thank you. Merle
Keefe, B2Col d.

Thank you for your question. | think there were
several questions in there. |I'm-- I"mgoing to try to
answer them If | m ssed one, please do let ne know.

So in ternms of the weather and the seasonality of
when the noise nodelling was conpleted, it was done
during the -- the winter during the period where, as
you nentioned, it is the highest transm ssion of noise.
So during the winter, colder air noise travels farther.
That is when the -- that is the -- the -- how we
conpl eted the noi se nodelling, so the worst-case
scenari o.

And | just want to touch on -- when we speak about
noise -- and -- and we understand it is central to
mtigation neasures for this project in -- in
mtigating potential effects -- we believe that the
addition of these wind turbines will actually reduce
t he anmobunt of noi se generated fromthe Back River
project, and that's because it will allow us to turn
the generators off.

And as | showed earlier in ny presentation -- the
overvi ew presentation, generators are quite a bit

noi sier than wind turbines. And by utilizing these
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wi nd turbines and reducing or turning off the wind --
the generators, we will actually reduce the anount of
noi se that the project is going to generate.

| hope | answered all parts of your question.
Again, if | mssed one, please |let ne know.
THE CHAI R Thank you.

Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board, Phillip.
P. OM NGVAKYCXK: Quana, |hivautag. N RB board
menber, Phillip Kadl un.

That's all | have. Thank you.
THE CHAI R Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board,
Henry.
H.  OHOKANNOAK: Thank you, M. Chair.

First, the question | was going to raise, it's --
it's already questioned -- it's already answered.
However, | have one question regarding the -- the

cari bou advisory conmttee. Wo are they fromand --
where -- and where are they from and what

organi zation -- what organization -- are they -- are
they representing other organizations too that are
sitting wwth, or are they com ng fromvarious
communities, the -- the caribou technical advisory
group as well for the environnental advisory group --
envi ronnmental advisory group -- the advisory --

envi ronnent al advi sory group?

And | just wanted to find out who -- because, of
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course, people all in the comunity may want to know
who they are, so those are ny questions. So where are
these -- are -- these committees for environnental

advi sory group and for caribou advisory group, what
comunity -- where are they -- who are they -- are they
comng fromthe [ ocal conmmunity |evels or from

di fferent organizations?

Thank you.
THE CHAI R: B2Col d.
M KEEFE: M. Chair, thank you. Merle

Keef e, B2Col d.

"Il speak about both groups, the caribou
technical advisory group first and then the Inuit
envi ronnental advisory comm ttee second.

The cari bou technical advisory group is actually a
requi rement of our Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board project
certificate, and it's focused on Inuit and the
Governnent of Nunavut participation. That was a
requi rement that was discussed and agreed upon during
the original -- the mne Back River project
envi ronnent al assessnent.

The focus of the group is on the |local Kitikneot
Il nuit Associ ation, who are the | andowners and are
heavily involved in the project, and the Governnent of
Nunavut as the territorial governnent and the

responsi bl e party for caribou w thin Nunavut.
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The caribou techni cal advisory group was proposed
by the Kitikmeot Inuit Association and the Governnent
of Nunavut to be a small technical group that would
neet frequently and work col |l aboratively to conduct
technical reviews of nonitoring data and mitigation for
t he project.

So the caribou technical advisory group is a snall
group, highly technical, and consists of the Kitikmeot
Inuit Association, the Governnment of Nunavut, and
cari bou biologists. The Inuit environnmental advisory
conmttee is a requirenent of the Kitiknmeot Inuit
Association lnuit |npact Benefit Agreenent, and it's
focused on lnuit participation.

It does not include external parties such as the
Governnent of Nunavut, for exanple. It is -- it
consi sts of menbers of |land users, and -- and it is
supposed to try to get a wide array of denographics.

So we want to have youth there. W want to have wonen
there. W want to have | and users there. They consi st
of community nenbers that are famliar with the
project, famliar with the |ocation, and have used it
in the past. The nenbers are selected jointly by the
Kiti kmeot Inuit Association and B2CGol d.

So to recap, the Inuit environnmental advisory
conmmttee is just Inuit across a w de range of

denogr aphi cs, youth, Elders, et cetera, whereas the
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cari bou technical advisory group consists of the
Kiti kmeot Inuit Association and the Governnent of
Nunavut and cari bou bi ol ogi st s.

Thank you. Quana.

THE CHAI R Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board,
Henry.

H.  OHOKANNOAK: Thank you. | apol ogi ze.
didn't -- nmy nane is Henry Chokannoak. | forgot to
mention ny nane. |I'mwth the NIRB as a board nenber.

Thank you for your honest answer to my questi on.

And nmy second question is the -- for the

project at the Goose canp and that -- between those
two. How -- | just want to see how -- they have to be
the --

THE | NTERPRETER: The what -- wi nd turbines,

he's tal ki ng about.
H.  OHOKANNOAK: And how far apart the w nd
tur bi nes are supposed to be installed between --
THE CHAI R B2Col d.
H  OHOKANNOAK: -- between Back River -- Back
Ri ver and Goose Lake.
THE | NTERPRETER: Sorry.
M KEEFE: M. Chair, thank you. Merle
Keef e, B2Col d.

If I may, I'mjust -- I'd like to clarify the

guestion. Are you asking the distance between the w nd
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turbines that will be constructed, if approved, to the
Goose M ne, the distance between the turbines and

Goose? No. Sorry.

THE CHAI R Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board,
Henry.
H  OHOKANNQAK: | was aski ng about the

di stance. How far apart are they? Like, Goose Lake --
from Goose Lake to Back River canp, what's the distance
between the two there?

Thank you, M. Chairman. Henry Ghokannoak,
Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board.
THE CHAI R B2Col d.
M KEEFE: M. Chair, thank you. Merle
Keefe wth B2CGol d.

The di stance between Goose Lake and the turbines
Is approximately 4.5 kilonmetres, so fromthe
accommodati on conplex to Goose Lake is -- is
4.5 kil ometres, approxi mately.

"1l give you sone additional distances. From
Goose Lake south to Back River is approximtely
30 kilonetres, and the distance between Goose Lake and
our -- our farthest site, or the marine | aydown area,
that's approximately 130 kilonetres as the crow flies.
The winter ice road is approximately 170 kil onetres.

Hopefully I have answered your question. Thank

you.

Dicta Court Reporting Inc.
403-531-0590




114

© 00 N oo o B~ W DN P

N DN D N DD DNN P P PP PR, PRk
o o A W DN P O © 00 N o 0o AW DN O

THE CHAI R Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board,

Henry.

H  OHOKANNQAK: Thank you. N RB nenber.
Thank you for your -- your honest question, and

now | know t he answer.

That's all the questions | have, M. Chair.
THE CHAI R Thank you.

Moving on to item-- Agenda Item Nunmber 5. | wll
ask that our |egal counsel swear in and/or affirmthe
next group of presenters for the third presentation and
mark the exhibits so that we can begin with the
presentati on.

Ter esa.

Procedural Matters by Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board Legal
Counsel

T. MEADOWS: Thank you, M. Chair. Teresa
Meadows, | egal counsel for the Nunavut | npact Review
Boar d.

B2CGol d, do you have any additional wtnesses to
affirmfor this? No.

So, M. Chair, | have presentation nmaterials
entitled "Soci oeconom c, Human Heal th, and Ecol ogi cal
Ri sk Assessnent”, and | wll be marking that as the
next exhibit in this public hearing.

And those are ny procedural nmatters, M. Chair.

EXH BIT 7 - Hard Copy Power Poi nt
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Presentati on, B2Gol d Nunavut Energy Centre,

Soci o- Economi ¢, Human Heal t h and Ecol ogi cal

Ri sk Assessnent (English)

EXH BIT 8 - Hard Copy Power Poi nt

Presentation, B2Gol d Nunavut Energy Centre,

Soci o- Economi ¢, Human Heal t h and Ecol ogi cal

Ri sk Assessnent (Il nuktitut)

THE CHAI R Thank you.

B2Gol d, you may proceed.

Presentati on by B2Gol d Corporation (B2Gol d Nunavut
Energy Centre, Soci o-Econom c, Human Heal th and

Ecol ogi cal Ri sk Assessnent)

M KEEFE: M. Chair, thank you. Merle
Keef e, B2Col d.

| will now be providing the socioecononic and
human heal th and ecol ogi cal risk assessnent
present ati on.

In ternms of the socioeconom c conponents -- the
val ued soci oeconom ¢ conponents that were studied and
addressed at the Back River project, these are many of
them archeol ogy and pal eont ol ogy, enpl oynent,
education and training, and country feuds -- foods and
human health to nanme a few.

We have ongoing nonitoring efforts and managenent
pl ans devel oped to continually address these areas, and

we're committed to continuously inproving these areas,
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i ncluding the addition of a renewable energy centre to
the Back River project.

As previously nentioned, B2Gold is very fond and
proud of our community engagenent program Specific to
the Back River project energy centre, conmunity and
st akehol der engagenent has been ongoi ng since 2019, and
we' ve had 18 public neetings, 31 engagenents to date
wi th El der groups and representatives fromthe
communities of Bay Chino and Bathurst Inlet as well as
hunters and trappers organi zati ons.

And we have ongoi ng engagenents with regul ators,
the Kitiknmeot Inuit Association. W've also created
and -- and discussed quite a bit here today, the Inuit
envi ronnental advisory committee.

In terms of enploynent and econom c devel opnent,
B2Gold will, by devel opi ng renewabl e ener gy
infrastructure for the project, create additional
econom ¢ expenditures within Nunavut to I|nuit-owned
busi nesses. The renewabl e energy centre creates the
potential for additional Inuit business opportunities
t hrough procurenent with one or nore Inuit firnms to
build and mai ntain the renewabl e energy centre.

Addi ti onal enploynent and training opportunities
may be created to support the construction and the
ongoi ng operation of the renewabl e energy centre. W

al so recogni ze that with the reduction of fuel required
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and the correspondi ng reduction in trucking on the
wi nter ice road necessary that there may be a m nor
reduction in the short-termw nter ice road

truck driving enpl oynent opportunities.

In ternms of traditional know edge and | and use, a
very inportant conponent of the soci oeconomc
envi ronnment, we recogni ze the inherent val ue of
traditional knowl edge and its inportance to
envi ronnment al assessnent.

Tradi ti onal knowl edge was shared with us during
the original effects assessnment by the Kitiknmeot I|nuit
Associ ation's Naonaiyaotit traditional know edge
project, and as | previously nentioned, we al so
connected existing and publicly available traditional
knowl edge from sel ected indi genous groups in the
Nort hwest Territories, and we continue to have neetings
with Inuit |and users and hunters and trappers
or gani zat i ons.

In terns of technical coments that have been
recei ved on the Back River project energy centre as it
relates to the socioeconomcs, we did not receive any
t echni cal comrents.

Moving on to the human health and ecol ogi cal risk
assessnent, as part of the original effects assessnent,
the project risks to human health were eval uated, and

that | ooks at potential risks to human health. Wth
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the addition of the renewable energy centre, we wll
see an inprovenent in air quality, a reduction in dust
em ssions fromthe project, and there will be no change
to the quality of vegetation or wildlife.

There is no predicted change to human health from
the addition of the renewable energy centre as it's
been identified as an area not traditionally used for
harvesting or travelling. And, again, by approxinmately
2 kilonetres away, the wind turbines will be around the
sounds of a whisper in the background noise on the
tundra fromthe w nd.

In terms of communities, B2Gol d identified through
mul tiple sources that the key issue is related to Inuit
culture and harvesting and renai ni ng vi brant
l'ivelihoods. Conmunities should benefit fromthe
project is what we heard. W also heard that
enpl oynent and trai ning should focus on youth and that
Inuit wanted prograns to support workers and their
famlies when |leaving their comunities and comng to
our project site. W've worked hard to address these
I ssues, and we continue to do so, and I'I|l speak to
sonme of those.

We've created an Inuit enpl oyee assistance
program and nost recently we've partnered with the
Kiti knmeot Friendship Society to help offer that program

to enployees. It's a culturally appropriate support
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systemin partnership with the Kitiknmeot Friendship
Soci ety that has been created for B2Gol d Nunavut | nuit
enpl oyees. W recognize the need for an Inuit-specific
enpl oyee and fam |y assistance program and it's
tailored to the uni que needs of Inuit enployees.

And -- and that system doesn't just exist if Ilnuit
need it. For exanple, if they've been away fromtheir
famly for a week and they're feeling honesick, the
Kiti kmeot Friendship Society and our enpl oyee
assi stance programw || provide support for themin
that situation.

It's also proactive. So we're engaging with them
prior to themeven comng to the Back Ri ver project
site. This enpl oyee assi stance programis doi ng
pre-depl oynent work, and it's engaging with the Inuit
before they conme to our project site and letting them
know t hat those support systens are there for them W
al so have post-depl oynent support, so when you're on
your tinme off. And we also have a crisis hotline
avail able at all tinmes for Inuit enpl oyees should they
need it.

W have commitnents to create a country food
facility at our project site, so a kitchen where
traditional food can be brought to our project site and
can be shared with Inuit, or other enployees, but it

provides Inuit with the ability to eat traditional food
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and not the food that the mne is serving.

In terms of technical coments that were received
during the application process and the revi ew process
specific to human health, we did not receive any
techni cal coments.

Quana. Thank you.

THE CHAI R Thank you.

Questions fromthe intervenors on the
soci oeconom c presentation.

Nunavut Tunngavi k | ncor por at ed.

D. FREDLUND: Quana, | hivaut aq.

At this tinme we have no questions. Quana.

THE CHAI R Kiti kmeot Inuit Association.
Kiti knmeot Inuit Association Questions B2Gold

Cor porati on

J. EETOOLOOK James Eet ool ook, Kiti kmneot

| nuit Associ ati on.

| don't really have a question. | think the Inuit
and the non-lnuit in -- in a workforce like that, you
know, they -- they should try and m ngle as nuch as

they can 'cause that cuts down a | ot homesi ckness, you

know.

But, your presentation, | don't really have a
guestion to it. And, you know, it's -- | think it's
wor kabl e. And, you know, | talked to a few peopl e that

work there, and they seemto be happy. And | think the
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wor kforce -- you know, we like to see Inuit advanci ng
to the high position as well as tinme goes al ong.

Thank you.

THE CHAI R Thank you.

B2CGol d, do you have anything to add to that?
M KEEFE: M. Chair, thank you.
Merl e Keefe, B2Col d.

Your conmments are very appreciated. W have
initiated what we call country food nights where
traditional Inuit food is brought to the project site
by B2Gold. And it's open to not just Inuit, |ike you
menti oned, but also the southern workforce. | have
participated in many of those country food nights.

And to your point about m ngling and under st andi ng
ot her people's cultures, it is -- it is an awesone
event, and nmany sout hern enpl oyees try country food for
the first tine whether it's nuktuk or dipping it in the
soy sauce. And | don't know what |I'mtrying to say
here, Janes, but all I'msaying is that those country
food nights are -- you know, have been set up to expose

sout hern enployees to Inuit culture, and they' ve been

recei ved very well, including by nyself.
Thank you.
THE CHAI R Thank you.

Gover nnent of Nunavut.

Governnent of Nunavut Questions B2Gol d Corporation
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J. BULLER Thank you, M. Chair. Justin
Bul l er for the Government of Nunavut.

It's been nentioned a few tines, but | think there
was a question about the timeframe for construction and
that, realistically, you may have a couple years
bet ween potential approval and construction. \Wat
woul d be the delay associated with that -- or perhaps
t he cause of that del ay?

THE CHAI R B2Col d.
M KEEFE: M. Chair, thank you.
Merl e Keefe, B2Col d.

Thank you for your question, Justin. In terns of
tineline for nobilization and construction, you are
correct. There are nultiple years left prior to
actually seeing the wind turbines constructed if
approved.

In terms of those steps, you know, of course, this
exi sting regulatory process has to be conpleted. |If
the project was allowed to proceed, then we have to
conpl ete detailed and final engineering.

So the engineers will do the final studies and
nodel ling efforts based on the wind resource nodel ling
data we have and the econom cs and cone up with the
final design for the project. After that happens,
B2Gold will need to fulfill the commtnents we've nade

to update environnental nodelling, so greenhouse gas
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em ssions information or potentially reanal yzing
i npacts to birds, and we'll have to conplete that
nodel | i ng exercise as well.

Once final engineering and detail ed engineering is
conplete, then it's purely a matter of logistics in
|l ong-lead itens. These wi nd turbines, sonme of them
will be potentially brought to site fromlocations
t hroughout the world. And these will have to be during
open-wat er season shipped to the marine | aydown area in
the winter, trucked down the winter ice road -- or
shi pped during the open water season -- sorry --
trucked down the winter ice road during the w nter
season, and then constructed that foll ow ng sumrer.

So, to sumit up, the existing regulatory process
nmust be conpl eted, then detail ed engi neering woul d have
to be conpleted as well as any potential conmtnents
we' ve made based on final engineering, and then we

woul d need to nobilize long-lead itens to our project

Site.
Thank you.
THE CHAI R Gover nnent of Nunavut.
J. BULLER: Thank you, M. Chair. And

thanks to Merle for the detail ed expl anati on.
The interest is in understanding at what points
| ocal firnms, Inuit-owned conpanies, would have the

stated opportunities to participate in the construction
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and potentially operation of your wind farm

So |l think we're -- we're trying to see how to
forecast the construction decision and the tinmefrane
associ ated with when you woul d be nmaki ng sone of those
deci si ons about your contractors and forecasting your
needs for |abour to maxim ze the opportunity that | ocal
firms and Inuit have to participate in your
construction, delivery, and everything associated with
that project if approved.

THE CHAI R: B2Gol d.
M KEEFE: M. Chair, thank you.
Merl e Keefe, B2CGol d.

It's a great question. And in ternms of ny
response, | want to point to a requirenent that's built
into our Inuit Inpact Benefit Agreenent established by
the Kitiknmeot |Inuit Association.

Prior to any contracts bei ng awarded, whether it's
related to wind turbines or anything in our project, so
bl asti ng or heavy equi pnment providers, we have to
provi de a proposal in advance of that activity being
conpleted to the Kitikmeot-qualified business registry.
And that's a -- a function created within the Inuit
| npact Benefit Agreenent which gives |nuit-owned
busi nesses first pass at awardi ng or receiving
contracts or being awarded contracts on our project

site.
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Thank you. Quana.

THE CHAI R: Gover nnment of Nunavut.
J. BULLER: Thank you, M. Chair.
No, | appreciate that, and the rel ati onship

bet ween your procurenent and the Inuit |npact Benefit
Agreenent that you have with the Kitikneot Inuit
Associ ati on notw t hst andi ng.

We do have an interest in understandi ng what
opportunities exist or are planned for |ocal
i nvol venent. You nentioned earlier that you have a --
it sounds |like you have a preferred contractor,
NextEra. That's a third party. [|'massumng that they
woul d be doing the bulk of the delivery and
construction, or do you have other partnerships

i nvol ved with that?

Thank you.
THE CHAI R: B2Col d.
M KEEFE: M. Chair -- sorry -- thank

you. Merle Keefe, B2Cold.

You are correct. B2CGold Nunavut has partnered
with NextEra, the world's largest utility conpany who
specialize in building energy projects in North
Anerica; however, an Inuit-owned firm has been engaged
as a partner to develop, construct, and operate the
project through a power supply agreenent. This wl|

ensure the econom c benefits through the project

Dicta Court Reporting Inc.
403-531-0590




126

© 00 N oo o B~ W DN P

N DN D N DD DNN P P PP PR, PRk
o o A W DN P O © 00 N o 0o AW DN O

revenues as well as new enpl oynent and training
opportunities that have really never existed on this
scale are provided to lnuit in the territory. And we
expect that the new enpl oynent opportunities wll
result in new skills being introduced to Nunavut's
wor kf orce, renewabl e energy centre skills, that are
really at the forefront of -- of the transition from
conbusti on engi nes and energy production to renewabl e
energy. So an lnuit-owned firm has been engaged.

THE CHAI R Gover nnent of Nunavut.

J. BULLER: Thank you, M. Chair. And

t hanks for the response.

W certainly recognize that this is an opportunity
for new skills devel opnent that, as you said, is
somewhat unique to the territory and even to Canada
that having the opportunity to build skills in this
fieldis -- is crucial.

One of the benefits of the energy centre is the
reduction in diesel fuel use and reduced trucking and
reduced noi se and the inpacts associated wth that
reduction of generator time as well. That al so cones
wi th reduced need for staff when it cones to trucking
and hauling fuel, genset maintenance, and so on.

W were wondering if there was a plan for
retaining and retraining affected enpl oyees, and if one

of the progranms you nentioned, the Inuit enploynent
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assi stance programor other prograns, are built into
this anticipated change in enploynent |evels or -- and
the needs of the project. And maybe a third aspect of
that is roughly how nmany enpl oyees do you anti ci pate

bei ng affected by this change, and how many of them are

| ocal ?
Thank you.
THE CHAI R B2Col d.
M KEEFE: M. Chair, thank you.

Merl e Keefe, B2Col d.

A few questions in there, Justin. 1'Il try to
answer themall.

In terms of -- one of the aspects you brought up
was -- there -- | believe was woul d there be a
potential for those |ost positions to be retained and
training provided to give them enpl oynent el sewhere
within the Back R ver project, and the answer is yes.

Specifically to Inuit, we've nade commtnents to
have a certain percentage of our workforce as Inuit,
and we are commtted to that nunmber and working jointly
with the Kitiknmeot Inuit Association to identify a
target.

So when reducing or reallocating enpl oyees on our
project site, we have to consider those commtnents
that we've made to the Kiti kneot Inuit Association, so

specific to Inuit enployees, and preferentially trying
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to keep themand -- and provi de additional economc
opportunities.

| think a second part of your question was whet her
or not the enpl oyee assistance programthat we have in
pl ace, the Inuit enpl oyee assi stance program would be
able to provide support if a | ost econom c opportunity
was in the near future.

And, yes, absolutely the enpl oyee assi stance
programis set up to help Inuit enpl oyees at our
project site. Wether or not that's introducing them
to ajob or -- or potentially having them nove on, the

enpl oyee assi stance programisn't specific to either of

t hose.
THE CHAI R Gover nnent of Nunavut.
M KEEFE: Sorry, M. Chair. Thank you.

Merl e Keefe with B2CGol d.

| think the other question was about the nunber of
enpl oyees that could potentially be reduced fromthe
resulting -- the trucking.

The approxi mate nunber of winter ice road truck
drivers that we have now is around 100. So there would
be a reduction in that hundred applicable to the
reduced anount of trucking on the winter ice road. |
don't know what that specific nunber is, but it would
be a portion of that 100 truck driver -- 100 winter ice

road truck drivers.
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Thank you. Quana.
THE CHAI R Gover nnent of Nunavut.
J. BULLER: Thank you, M. Chair. And
t hanks, Merle, for the response.

| think just to take that a step further in regard
to the nunber of enployees, it's not just the drivers.
| think earlier you said roughly 30 percent fewer truck
transits, so we would expect 30 percent fewer truck
drivers.

Wth that, you have a reduced need for fl eet
mai nt enance and nechani cs potentially. You nay have a
reduced need for your genset nmaintainers or nechanics
because you're running your generators |ess.

We understand that there would be a spike in
enpl oynent during the construction phase of the w nd
farmand the generators. W're wondering if you have
any forecast on the total |evel of enploynent of the
m ne post-construction, so during the operation phase
of the wind farmshould it be constructed, recognizing
the reduced | evel of activity elsewhere in the mne

that's associated with the operation of the wind farm

Thank you.
THE CHAI R: B2Col d.
M KEEFE: M. Chair, thank you.

Merl e Keefe with B2Gol d.

" mgoing to ask ny coll eague Dennis Stansbury to
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answer this question. Thank you.
D. STANSBURY: To start with -- oh -- sorry.
M. Chair, thank you. Dennis Stansbury, B2Gol d.

To start with at these -- these renote sites,
we -- we have a lot of turnover. And we have turned
over lnuit people; we have turned over southern people.
We are constantly | ooking for people. So as things --
as one thing wi nds down, repurposing those people into
ot her positions is sonething we constantly | ook to do.
And we'll be -- and, again, priority to the Inuit
people. We'll be -- they'll be right up front.

You know, what -- if a guy was a nai ntenance guy
on a generator, he could probably be a pretty good
mai nt enance guy on a truck engine too. ay. And we
have nobile fleets running around the surface, and we
have our underground fleets of equipnent.

W have a constant need for maintenance peopl e,

surface and underground, whether it be in the generator

house or in the truck shop -- I'll slow down.
Apol ogi es.

But we're always | ooking for good electricians,
mechani cs, and operators. W -- | think our plan is to
snoot h out at about 500 enployees. | think that's the

nunmber we have right now, total enployees.
So, yes, things will be changing with the -- with

the energy centre. There will be a spike during
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construction. There will be specific people brought in
fromthe south to erect these towers. |It's a very

uni que construction. Way up in the air. Big pieces to
handle. There will be a special crane brought in to do
all of this, so there will be experts brought in for

t hat constructi on.

W will be bringing -- a question cane up on
the -- on the ice road. | nean, we're -- this -- this
winter, we wll be doing detailed | ooks at that ice

road: curve radiuses, clearances for trailers,
everything |ike that.

But for the -- for the enploynent, enploynent is
sonet hi ng where we're al ways | ooki ng for good, trained

peopl e. Enployees we're happy with, with skill sets

out on that site will have a job long-term So ny
answer .

THE CHAI R Gover nment of Nunavut.

J. BULLER: Thank you, M. Chair. And

t hank you, Dennis, for the response.

No, | appreciate the added detail, and we
understand the shift in enploynent will have changes
and that -- | think the concern is that if we are able

to provide that training, whether that's by the conpany
or partnership with the Inuit association or
contractors, lnuit-owned firns, that that is the

i nt erest. | don't -- | don't think there's an
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expectation that we'll have a -- a wind farm conpany
wi th decades of expertise in Nunavut for this project.

| think the expectation is that associating people
who are living and working in Nunavut with this type of
industry is forward-I|ooking and positive, and that
where we have the opportunity to do so, we shoul d.

And that while you' re always | ooking for people to
join your team you're |ooking for good staff on your
site; those willing may not necessarily have the skills
that you' re looking for and that they'll need support
to get that training. O even just being associ ated
with the operations that you just descri bed.

Because if your project is a test case for how you
can run a large-scale wind farmin Nunavut, the folks
that are able to be there on-site and see how t hose
towers are erected and see that construction process
gives themthe basic skill set to participate in future
proj ects, and we see that as highly val uable.

So | think that's nore of a comment than a
guestion, but | appreciate the detail on the questions
that | have asked so far.

Thank you. No further questions fromthe
Gover nnent of Nunavut .

THE CHAI R Thank you.
Before we nove on to Governnent of Northwest

Territories, we'll take a 15-m nute break.
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( ADJ OURNMENT)
THE CHAI R Vel come back, everyone. Next
up we have CGovernnent of Northwest Territories.
J. HODSON: Yes. Thank you. This is
Janmes Hodson with the Governnent of the Northwest
Territories.

We don't have any questions on this presentation.
Thanks.
THE CHAI R Crown- | ndi genous Rel ati ons and
Northern Affairs Canada.
S. DEWAR Quana, | hivaut aq.
Spencer Dewar .

The Governnent of Canada has no questions at this

tinme.
THE CHAI R: Heal t h Canada.
C. DUTCHAK: Thank you, M. Chair.

Cassi dy Dutchak, Health Canada.
No questi ons.
S. KI DD Thank you, M. Chair.
Scott Kidd for Transport Canada.
| have no questi ons.
THE CHAI R Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board
staff.
Nunavut | npact Review Board Staff Questions B2Gol d
Cor por ati on

T. ARKO Thank you, M. Chair.
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One question from Nunavut | npact Review Board
staff. |If B2Gold could provide nore detail on the
ar cheol ogi cal surveys planned before construction of
t he new conponents and/ or possible adjustnents to road
alignment to ensure the snooth novenent of the

trailers, please.

Thanks.
THE CHAI R: B2CGol d.
M KEEFE: M. Chair, thank you.

Merl e Keefe with B2CGol d.

Thank you for your question. |In terns of the
first -- the first part of your question and
archeol ogi cal sites potentially within the devel opnent
area of the wind turbines, in advance of submtting the
application to the Nunavut | npact Review Board for the
Back Ri ver project energy centre nodification, we
col l ected baseline environnmental information.

One of those pieces we coll ected was archeol ogi cal
information. So we had regi stered archeol ogists within
the territory sweep the potential devel opnent area of
the energy centre where the wind turbines would be
created. Also, the solar array or -- or the battery
energy systens. So we've actually already had
ar cheol ogi sts sweep those areas for archeol ogi cal
evi dence, and none -- no sites were found.

In addition, we didn't just search the area for
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archaeology in -- in just the | ocations where we
anticipate building the turbines. W had them sweep a
much larger area. So if there are adjustnents to the
| ocations of the turbines, then we have confidence that
i f those adjustnents, due to final engineering, happen
wi thin that buffer zone, then we know there are no
archeol ogi cal sites. The sanme net hodol ogy for
ar chaeol ogy was applied to the winter ice road.

However, in all instances, if the w nd turbines
were going to be constructed outside of that area,
outsi de of that buffer zone, then we would have to
conpl ete an archeol ogi cal survey in advance.

W al so have what's called a chance find procedure
t hat was devel oped within our cultural and heritage
resources protection plan. That's one of the
managenent plans that we devel oped as part of the
Back River project. And that creates and |ays out a
foundation for |ooking for archaeol ogy sites in advance
of construction at the front of construction, so that
happens during construction.

But | think the answer to your question is the
| ocations the wind turbines are projected to be
construct ed have been surveyed for archaeol ogy, and no
archeol ogi cal sites were identified.

Thank you. Quana.
THE CHAI R Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board
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staff.

T. ARKO Thank you, M. Chair.

Tara Arko, Nunavut |npact Review Board staff.
No further questions.

THE CHAI R Thank you.

And we have nothing fromthe Board.

Moving on to Agenda Number 5. | wll ask that our
| egal counsel swear in or affirmthe next group of
presenters for B2CGol d, next presentation, and mark the
exhibits so that we can begin with the presentation.

Ter esa.

Procedural Matters by Nunavut | npact Review

Board Legal Counsel

T. NEADOWS: Thank you, M. Chair.
Teresa Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut | npact
Revi ew Boar d.

So, M. Chair, it's nmy understanding that there
are no additional witnesses. But | do have the
presentation materials entitled "Alternatives,

Acci dents and Mal functions, and Cunul ative Effects",
and | propose to file those exhibits as the next two
exhibits in the public hearing.

EXH BIT 9 - Hard Copy, Power Poi nt

Presentati on, B2Gol d Nunavut Energy Centre,

Al ternatives, Accidents and Ml functions, and

Cumul ative Effects Presentation (English)
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EXH BIT 10 - Hard Copy, Power Poi nt

Presentati on, B2Gol d Nunavut Energy Centre,

Al ternatives, Accidents and Ml functions, and

Cumul ative Effects Presentation (Ilnuktitut)
T. MEADOWS: And, M. Chair, those are ny
procedural natters.
THE CHAI R Thank you, Teresa.

Back to you, B2Gold. You may proceed with your
presentation on alternatives, accidents and
mal functions, and cunul ative effects.
Presentation by B2Gol d Corporation (B2Gol d Nunavut
Energy Centre, Alternatives, Accidents and
Mal functions, and Cunul ative Effects)
M KEEFE: M. Chair, thank you.
Merl e Keefe with B2CGol d.

In terns of the alternatives assessnment within the
Back River project energy centre, it was eval uated
according to the sane key criteria that were utilized
in the final environnmental inpact statenent, and that
consists of netrics such as the technical feasibility,
econom c viability, potential inpacts to the
environnment to nanme a few

Renewabl e energy was actually an alternative to
di esel power generation during the original Back R ver
project final environnmental inpact statenent. So

renewabl e energy was an alternative during the original
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m ne proposal .

Di esel power generation remains a very reliable
source of power in arctic conditions and remains a
necessary source of power at Back River including as a
backup to renewabl e energy; however, inprovenents since
the original FEI'S, or final environnmental inpact
statenment, in the technical feasibility and the energy
storage as well as a strong interest and support from
communi ties for renewabl e energy has taken renewabl e
energy fromnot just an alternative that was identified
during the original environnental inpact statenent but
to sonething that we want to proceed and progress as a
reality.

The econom c analysis via nmultiple feasibility
studi es conpl eted since 2019 continue to faithfully
show that the Back River project renewabl e energy
centre is both technically feasible but also
econom cal ly feasible.

In terns of technical coments that were received
fromreviewers throughout this regulatory process on
alternative assessnent, there were none received.

The accidents and mal functions assessnent. In
terns of nethodol ogy, we assessed the risk of nmjor
accidents or mal functions that could occur as a result
of the project. The identified hazards are not uni que

to the Back River project and are comon of any
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northern mning operation. And the assessnent of those
risks and mtigating those risks is a process that
conti nues throughout the life of the project and really
i s enbedded within every aspect of a project site.

Safety is always first and forenpost at a m ning
activity in a mning environnent. Every day a safety
t ool box neeting occurs where you tal k about what you're
going to do for the day and how you're going to
mtigate any potential accidents or mal functions that
could occur. In the original final environnental
I npact statenent wthin the accidents and nal functi ons
section, the primary environnental concern was the
possibility for spills, petroleum products into |and or
wat er .

It's noted with the addition of the renewabl e
energy systemthat the Back River project will reduce
t he anount of petrol eum products required to be
nobi i zed and utilized on-site, therefore ultinmately
reducing the primary concerns from acci dents and
mal functions at the mne site.

In terns of technical coments that were received
on the accidents and mal functi ons assessnent, there was
one technical comment fromthe Kitiknmeot |nuit
Associ ation which has now been resolved. | will note
the error in that presentation. |t should say "1"

under "resol ved" instead of "O0".
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In terms of the cunul ati ve effects assessnent, the
potential for cunulative effects to occur arises from
residual effects of a project overl apping or
interacting with the resource or the receptor of other
past, existing, or reasonably foreseeabl e projects.

For the purpose of the assessnent of the
Back River project energy centre, cunulative effects
were evaluated in two steps. So the cunul ative effect
of the energy centre, residual effects added to what
was originally assessed within the final environnenta
I npact statenent, as well as the cunul ative effect of
the energy centre added to any ot her past, present, or
reasonably foreseeable future projects.

Through the cunul ative effects assessnent, no
changes to the predicted residual effects are
anticipated to occur, and, therefore, the cumul ative
effects remain predicted to be not significant with
respect to all val ued ecosystem conponents and val ued
soci oeconom c ecosystem conponents.

In ternms of technical comments that were received
on the cunul ative effects assessnent, there were no
techni cal coments received.

Quana. Thank you.

THE CHAI R Thank you, B2Gold, for the
presentati on.

Now to questions fromthe intervenors on the
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presentati on.

Nunavut Tunngavi k | ncor por at ed.
D. FREDLUND: Dustin Fredl und, Nunavut
Tunngavi k. Quj annam i k, | hivautaq.

At this tinme we have no questions for B2CGol d.

Thank you.
THE CHAI R Kiti kneot Inuit Association.
J. EETOOLOCK: Thank you. Janes Eet ool ook.

At this nonent we don't have any questions. Thank

you.
THE CHAI R: Gover nnent of Nunavut.
J. BULLER Thank you, M. Chair. Justin

Bul l er for the Government of Nunavut.

We have no questions related to the presentation
just provided. Thank you.
THE CHAI R Governnent of the Northwest
Territories online.
J. HODSON: Janmes Hodson with the
Governnent of the Northwest Territories.

No questions. Thank you.
THE CHAI R Crown- I ndi genous Rel ati ons and
Northern Affairs Canada.
S. DEVWAR: Quana, M. Chair.
Spencer Dewar .

The Governnent of Canada has no questions.

THE CHAI R Heal t h Canada.
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C. DUTCHAK: Thank you, M. Chair.
Cassi dy Dutchak, Health Canada.

No questi ons.
THE CHAI R Transport Canada.
S. KI DD Thank you, M. Chair.
Scott Kidd for Transport Canada.

| have no questi ons.

THE CHAI R Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board
staff.
T. ARKC Tara Arko, Nunavut | npact

Revi ew Board staff.

No questions on this topic. Thank you.
THE CHAI R No questions from Nunavut
| npact Revi ew Boar d.

Moving on to Item 6, presentations fromregistered
I nt ervenors.

| would ask that our |egal counsel swear or affirm
the next group of presenters for the -- from Nunavut
Tunngavi k I ncorporated and mark the exhibits so that we
can begin wth the presentation.

Ter esa.
Procedural Matters by Nunavut |npact Review
Board Legal Counsel
T. NEADOWG: Thank you, M. Chair.
Teresa Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut | npact

Revi ew Boar d.
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M. Chair, it's ny understanding that there aren't
formal presentation materials to be marked as exhibits,
but I would |like to have the next panel -- have the

Wi t nesses state and spell their names for the record,

pl ease.
THE CHAI R Nunavut Tunngavi k.
G N RLUNGAYUK: Quj annami i k.

It's Gabriel Nrlungayuk. GA-B-RI-E-L
NT-RL-UNGAY-UK And | amw th Nunavut Tunngavi k
I nc.

D. FREDLUND: Dustin Fredlund with Nunavut
Tunngavik as well. D UST-I-NF-REDL-UND
Quana. That's not part of ny nane.

T. NEADOWS: Thank you, M. Chair.

Teresa Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut | npact
Revi ew Boar d.

Do the w tnesses wish to be sworn or affirned?

G N RLUNGAYUK: Affirmed, please.

D. FREDLUND: Affirmed. Likew se.
GABRI EL NI RLUNGAYUK, DUSTI N FREDLUND, Affirmed
T. MEADOWS: Thank you, M. Chair.

Teresa Meadows, | egal counsel for the Nunavut | npact
Revi ew Boar d.

So, M. Chair, that concludes ny procedural
matters.

THE CHAI R Thank you, Teresa.
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Over to you, Nunavut Tunngavi k | ncorporat ed.

T. NMEADOWS: So, M. Chair, that concl udes
my procedural matters.

THE CHAI R Over to you, Nunavut Tunngavi k
I ncor por at ed.

Presentati on by Nunavut Tunngavi k | ncor por at ed

G N RLUNGAYUK: Thank you, M. Chairman. |
came to ask -- Gabriel N rlungayuk, director of
wildlife and environnment to provide our statenent.
Thank you. Thank you, M. Chairnman.

And thank you, Dustin. This afternoon NTI is --
Is very pleased to be -- to be participating in the
Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board hearing and as wel |
tonorrow at the conmunity roundtable on the B2Gol d
Back Ri ver energy centre project proposal under
Section K 12.8.2 of the Nunavut Agreenent and the --
and Section 112 of the Nunavut Pl anni ng and Proj ect
Assessnent Act.

W want to thank Nunavut |npact Review Board for
organi zing this hearing and the residents of Canbridge
Bay for welcomng us. W also want to thank El ders and
residents of other affected conmunities for
participating in this hearing and share their views.

Nunavut Tunngavik Inc.'s role, our mssion, is to
advance the economc, social, and cultural well-being

of Nunavut Inuit. NTI represents Nunavut Inuit and
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safeguards Inuit rights recognized and affirnmed by
Section 35 of the Canadi an constitution and incl uding
treaty and ot her Aboriginal rights, as well as those
affirmed by United Nation's declaration on the rights
of | ndi genous peopl e.

NTlI is a designated lnuit organization generally

known as a DI O under the Nunavut Agreenent for the

pur pose of ensuring that the rights of -- and
obl i gati ons provi ded under the -- under the agreenent
are fully inplenmented. 1In this regard, NTlI works

closely with the regional Inuit association, in this
case the KIA, Kitikneot Inuit Association, that
exercises certain responsibilities as designated by
NTI .

Kitikneot Inuit Association is designated as the
DIO adm nistering the service title of the Inuit-owned
lands in the Kitikneot region. Kitiknmeot Inuit
Association is also designated as the DIO for the
negoti ati ons of the Nunavut I|npact Benefit Agreenent
with the proponent with the -- respect to major
devel opnment projects in the Kitiknmeot region.

NTI is the DIOon the Article 5 of the Nunavut
Agreenent, which guarantees Inuit many rights in
harvesting and the wildlife co-nmanagenent. For
exanpl e, under Section 5.6.1 of the Nunavut Agreenent,

Inuit have the right to harvest wildlife to their ful
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| evel of econom c, social, and cultural needs when
there's no total allowable harvest |evel established.

NTl's role is to ensure that Inuit rights under
the Article 5 are recogni zed, inplenented, and not
i nfringed upon. Further, NTI holds the subsurface
titles of Inuit-owned |ands often known as "subsurface
ICLs" in the Kitikneot region and al so has the
overriding responsibility in ensuring the full
I npl ementation of Inuit rights under the Nunavut
Agreenent, which includes, for exanple, the institution
of public governnents' processes are in -- keeping up
wi th the Nunavut Agreenent and uphold Inuit
participation and consultation requirenents.

In this NIRB revi ew process, NIl supports the
Kitiknmeot Inuit Association recognizing Kitikmeot |nuit
Association as the primary DIO in the assessnent of the
project in the Kitikmeot region by virtue of its
desi gnated responsibility on the managenent of the
surface titles of the Inuit-owned | ands.

Further, NTI supports Kitiknmeot Inuit Association,
the Kiti knmeot regional wildlife board, the hunters and
trappers organi zation, and the comrunities generally in
addressing issues that are of concern to all Inuit in
the Nunavut, including the pronotion of Inuit culture
and the safeguarding of Nunavut wildlife, environnent,

culture, lands, and the econony.
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In participating in this hearing, NTI is inforned
by parties' subm ssions as well as the NI RB prehearing
conference decisions reported i ssues on Novenber 24,
2023, after a prehearing conference held by NIRB in
Canbri dge Bay on Cctober 3 to 5, 2023.

In the prehearing conference report, N RB
concluded that the technical issues related to the
proposal had been largely solved with very few
unresol ved technical issues renmaining, and, as a
result, the B2CGol d proposal is ready to proceed to the
final public hearing stage.

On the -- on the issue that the -- one of the
I ssues of -- that NTI would |ike to conment on is the
potential inpact on caribou, which has been one of the
central issues comrented by other parties as well.

At the prehearing conference in COctober 2023, N RB
heard from conmunity nenbers the critical inportance of
caribou to their health, livelihood, and culture and
the necessity in finding a way to ensure that the
monitor and mtigation neasures in place neet the
expectation of the hunters and trappers organi zati on,
reflect Inuit Qaujinma atugangit and | ndi genous
know edge.

NTI would i ke to echo the community concerns on
the inportance of caribou nonitoring and mtigation

neasures. As discussed at the recent NIRB hearing on
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the Meliadi ne extension proposal, a project in the
Kivalliqg region, a high degree of uncertainty exists
regardi ng the potential inpacts of the wnd farmon the
behavi our responses and m gration of barren-ground

cari bou of these structures.

G ven the culture and soci al -econom c inportance
of caribou to Inuit and other affected |ndi genous
groups, NTI urges NIRB to consider all neasures to
mtigate any inpacts on caribou. This should include
at m ni num di scussi ons of |ocation of placenent of w nd
turbines on the caribou habitat, a robust nonitoring
pl an, and reporting all data on detection of caribou
responses to the project.

We have heard from B2Gol d that not too nmany people
are hunting in that area. However, there are many
previous -- |I'msure that there are human interactions
in that area. OQut of site, out of mnd, you know,
that's not going to work.

Further, because of any potential inpacts of the
project on Inuit harvesting would have bearing on |nuit
ri ghts saf eguarded under the Nunavut Agreenent, NTI
encourages NNRB to work with, in addition to NTlI and
Kiti kmeot Inuit Association, Inuit from affected
communities, Inuit wildlife organizations on issues.
Thi s includes hunters and trappers organi zati ons

related to the caribou nonitoring nanagenent.
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In conclusion, NTI working wth Kitiknmeot |nuit
Associ ation, we |ook forward to engaging with NIRB and
ot her participants at this public hearing.

Health of wildlife popul ation, especially caribou,
and respect for harvesting rights are of critical
i nportance to Inuit and ot her | ndi genous groups
affected by the project. The reconsideration process
for the proposal nust enhance terns and conditions in
the project certificate and ensure that appropriate
nmonitoring mtigation neasures are in place to
reduce -- mtigate inpacts on environnent, wldlife,
and I nuit harvesting rights.

Thank you.

THE CHAI R Thank you, Nunavut Tunngavi k
| ncor por at ed.

Now we have questions about the presentation.

Kiti kmeot Inuit Association.
J. EETOOLOCK: Quj annam i k, |hivautaq. Janes
Eet ool ook, Kitiknmeot Inuit Association.

As of now, we don't have any questions from Kl A
No questions fromKitikneot Inuit Association.

Quj annam i k.
THE CHAl R Gover nment of Nunavut.
J. BULLER Justin Buller for the
Gover nnment of Nunavut .

| want to thank Nunavut Tunngavik for their
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presentation and Gabriel's statenent. Thank you. No
further questions.

THE CHAI R Crown- | ndi genous Rel ati ons and
Nort hern Affairs Canada.

S. DEWAR: Quana, M. Chair.

The Governnent of Canada has no questions.

Ma' t na.
THE CHAI R: Heal t h Canada.
C. DUTCHAK: Thank you, M. Chair. Cassidy

Dut chak, Heal th Canada.
No questi ons.
THE CHAI R Transport Canada.
S. KI DD Thank you, M. Chair. Scott
Kidd for Transport Canada.

| have no questions for Nunavut Tunngavi k. Thank

you.
THE CHAI R: B2Col d.
M KEEFE: Thank you, M. Chair. Merle

Keef e, B2Col d.

We have no questions.

THE CHAI R Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board
staff.
T. ARKO Thank you, M. Chair. Tara

Ar ko, Nunavut | npact Review Board staff.
No questions at this tine.

THE CHAI R Thank you.
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Al so no questions fromthe Nunavut |npact Review
Boar d.

W will now continue with Agenda |tem Nunber 6. 2,
the presentation fromthe next intervenor, the
Kitikmeot Inuit Association.

Teresa, can you pl ease conplete the procedural
matter for the Kitikneot Inuit Association. Teresa.
Procedural Matters by Nunavut |npact Review Board Legal
Counsel
T. MEADOWS: Thank you, M. Chair. Teresa
Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut | npact Review
Boar d.

So, M. Chair, if | can have the next w tnesses

state and spell their nane for the record, please.

J. EETOOLOOK: James Eet ool ook,
E-E-T-O00OL-O 0K

J. ROESCH: John Roesch, J-O-H N
R-OE-SCH

C. CHuU : Celia Chui, GE-L-1-AGCGHUI.
T. MEADOWS: Thank you, M. Chair. Teresa

Meadows, | egal counsel for the Nunavut |npact Review
Boar d.

Do the witnesses wi sh to be sworn or affirnmed?

J. EETOOLOCK: Sworn in.
J. ROESCH: Sworn in. Thank you.
C. CHU : l'd like to be affirned,
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pl ease.
JAVES EETOOLOCK, JOHN RCESCH, Sworn
CELIA CHU, Affirnmed
T. MEADOWS: Teresa Meadows, |egal counse
for the Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board.

So | have, M. Chair, three presentations fromthe
Kiti kmeot Inuit Association entitled "KIA Public
Hearing of Back River Project Renewabl e Energy Centre",
and | have themin English, | have one in |Inuktitut,
and | have one in Inuinnagtun. And | propose to file
those as the next three exhibits in the public hearing.

And, M. Chair, that concl udes ny procedural
matters.

EXH BIT 11 - Hard Copy Power Poi nt

Presentation, Kitikmeot Inuit Association,

KI A Public Hearing of Back R ver Project

Renewabl e Energy Center (English)

EXH BIT 12 - Hard Copy Power Poi nt

Presentation, Kitiknmeot Inuit Association,

KI A Public Hearing of Back River Project

Renewabl e Energy Center (Il nuktitut)

EXH BIT 13 - Hard Copy Power Poi nt

Presentation, Kitikmeot I nuit Associ ation,

KI A Public Hearing of Back River Project

Renewabl e Energy Center (I nui nnagtun)

J. ROESCH: M. Chairman, this is John
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Roesch for the KIA

l"d like to interject that Janmes will have a
formal statenent, so that should be entered as well.
W have a printout if you don't have it. kay.

T. MEADOWS: Thank you, M. Chair. Teresa
Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut | npact Review
Boar d.

Yes, please, if you can provide it to ne
afterwards. | wll mark it as the fourth exhibit
that's filed by the Kitikneot Inuit Association.

Thank you, M. Chair. | believe those are ny
procedural matters concl uded.

EXH BIT 14 - Hard Copy Statenent from

Kiti kmeot Inuit Association representative

James Eet ool ook, Vice President of Lands and

Resour ces and Environnment (Engli sh)

THE CHAI R Thank you, Teresa.

Kiti knmeot Inuit Association, you nmay proceed with
your presentation.
Presentation by Kitikneot |Inuit Association
J. EETOOLOCOK: Thank you M. Chair. |I'm
Janes Eet ool ook representing Kitiknmeot |nuit
Association at this public hearing held here in
Canbri dge Bay, Nunavut, February 27.

The Kitiknmeot Inuit Association is a designated

Inuit organization under Article 39 of the Nunavut
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Agreenent, a Regional Inuit Association incorporated as
a non-profit society responsibile for managenent of

I nuit-owned lands in Kitikneot region of the western
Nunavut .

Kiti knmeot Inuit Association strictly adm nisters
Article 19, title to Inuit-owned | ands; Article 20,
which is Inuit water rights; Article 21, entry and
access; Article 25, resource royalty sharing; and
Article 26, which is Inuit inpact and benefit
agreenents of Nunavut Agreenent.

Kiti kmeot Inuit Association's mandate is to nanage
Kiti kmeot I nuit-owned | ands and to protect the
interests of the Kitikneot Inuit.

Kiti knmeot Inuit Association supports renewabl e
energy projects in Kitikneot |ands. Kitikneot Inuit
Associ ation al so recogni zes the potential inpact of
wi nd turbines. After careful consideration, Kitikmeot
Inuit Association is satisfied with the response to
14 technical comments and consi der these comments to be
resol ved.

Kiti kneot Inuit Association has al ways supported
the use of renewabl e energy in proponent projects to
reduce the transfer of fuel -- fuel oil in Kitiknmeot
Inuit lands. The reduction of oil on the |ands reduces
the risk of -- benefits by the reduce -- reducing the

em ssi on of greenhouse gasses. The use of renewabl e
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energy proponent project is a net profit to the
interest of Kitikmeot Inuit communities. This project
Is best use of Kitikneot-owned | ands with a benefit of
Kiti knmeot community nenbers.

The caribou are invaluable to Kitikneot
communities. The health of caribou herds in Kitikneot
| ands pronpted the subm ssion of technical coments to
B2Gol d. Ongoi ng di scussi ons between Kiti kneot
communi ty nmenbers and bi ol ogists and Kitikneot Inuit
Associ ation | eaders have resulted in a cautious
solution that protects the caribou while additional
data is collected. The decision is inforned by our
bi ol ogi sts and Kiti knmeot comunity know edges.

The cari bou techni cal advisor conmttee was
established to facilitate ongoing technical discussions
bet ween the B2Gol d Nunavut Kitikneot | nuit Association
and the Governnent of Nunavut on caribou nonitoring and
the mtigation for the duration of the project
oper ati on.

The caribou techni cal advisory group discusses
technical issues with the biologists to make joint
di scussions -- decisions pertaining to nonitoring,
mtigation, reporting, and changes to the standard
operating procedures to protect the caribou.

The caribou techni cal advisory committee

facilitates Kitikneot I nuit Association's

Dicta Court Reporting Inc.
403-531-0590




156

© 00 N oo o B~ W DN P

N DN D N DD DNN P P PP PR, PRk
o o A W DN P O © 00 N o 0o AW DN O

responsibilities as | andowner in the preservation of
wildlife on Inuit-owned |and as well as our
responsibilities as a designated Inuit organization in
the region of Kitikneot.

The cari bou technical advisory commttee is an
i nportant venue for Kitiknmeot Inuit communities. This
is for know edge, and concern about Kitikneot Inuit
| ands are the forefront of discussion informng ongoing
nmonitoring and mtigati on neasures.

Kiti knmeot Inuit Association representatives for
communi ties, Kitikmeot Inuit Association board nenbers
I nclude representatives fromall Kitiknmeot communities
who regularly consult with the |ocal hunters and
trappers organi zations. This level of community
engagenent is integral to Kitikmeot Inuit Association's
mandate to protect the interest of Kitiknmeot Inuit.

Kiti kmeot Inuit Association nenbers sit with the
cari bou technical advisory group. It ensures that the
know edge of the concerns of the entire Kitikneot
regi on are represented.

Kiti kmeot Inuit Association and caribou technical
advi sory group wel cone surroundi ng communities to
review the information produced from our discussions.

And this is end of our -- end of ny presentation.
Thank you very nmuch. Merci

THE CHAI R Thank you, Kitikmeot |nuit
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Associ ati on.

Now we have questions about the presentation.
Nunavut Tunngavi k | ncor por at ed.

Sorry. Go ahead.
J. RCESCH: Hel | o, everyone. | am John
Roesch, the senior Hope Bay project officer for the
departnent of |ands and environnent for the Kitikneot
I nuit Association.

| amresponsible for the project oversight for the
Kitikmeot Inuit Association and provide input into the
regul atory process on the Back River project to both
the NIRB and the Nunavut Water Board. In performng
this role, | nmake use of KIA s consultants who are
subject-matter experts in the areas of hydrol ogy,
hydr ogeol ogy, fisheries, aquatic environnent, and
geot echni cal engi neeri ng.

The purpose of this presentation is to provide --

THE CHAI R Excuse ne.

J. ROESCH: -- a summary --

THE CHAI R Can you sl ow down, please.
J. ROCESCH: Ckay.

THE CHAI R Thank you.

J. RCESCH: The purpose of -- of this

presentation is to provide a summary of our technical
review of the Back River renewabl e energy centre FEIS

or addendum Qur review covered caribou mgratory
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birds and raptors. KIA consulted the reviewin a
col | aborative manner with Sabina Gold & Silver, now
B2Gol d Nunavut, out of which we brought forward

12 issues fromthe original subm ssion in Novenber
2022.

These issues were resolved. Another 14 issues
were identified in the review of the Back River
renewabl e energy centre FEI' S addendum  Through
di scussions with B2Gol d Nunavut, all these issues were
resol ved.

KIA's mandate is to manage Kitikneot [ nuit-owned
| ands and resources and to protect and pronote the
social, cultural, political, environnmental, and
econom c well -being of Kitikneot Inuit.

The Kitiknmeot Inuit region is generally within the
red boundary. The pink and blue | ands are | ands which
KIA owns the surface rights. The Kitiknmeot Inuit
Association is a denocratically elected not-for-profit
society that represents the Inuit of the Kitikneot
regi on of Nunavut.

As a result of the Nunavut Agreenment, Inuit are
one of the largest private | andowners in the world.
Much of this privately owned land is in the areas with
hi gh potential for mneral developnent. This land is a
significant opportunity for Inuit if it is managed

properly. W nust optim ze opportunities and nanage
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liabilities that are inherent with being a private
| andowner. If not, we will affect the well-being of
our Kitiknmeot Inuit nenbership.

The Back River project conposed of the marine
| aydown area, winter road, and Goose Lake mine site is
| ocated on the mainland south of Bathurst Inlet and in
the southern part of the region.

The Back River project conposed of the marine
| aydown area, winter ice road, and the Goose Lake m ne
site reside on five Inuit-owned | and parcels, these
bei ng BB-02, BB-13, BB-15, BB-16, and BB-27.

The -- the marine |aydown area is in BB-27, and
the Goose Lake nmine site is in BB-13. The winter ice
road runs fromthe marine | aydown area to Goose Lake
through all the parcels.

Expl orati on canps currently exist at Goose Lake
and George sites. The CGeorge site is an area of
exploration and future developnent. It is currently
only open in the sumrer for exploration and will not be
devel oped into a mne site in the imediate future. On
the map, you can see the |locations of sone of the
hi ghest priority devel opnent sites are the marine
| aydown area and Goose Lake.

This map shows the Back Ri ver and W shbone m ner al
clainms held by B2Gol d Nunavut, fornerly Sabina. Now

with the marine | aydown area near the top of the map
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and Goose Lake in the southeast area of the map, only
the marine | aydown area, winter ice road, and Goose
Lake canp are devel oped at this present tine.

M ne site construction is currently going on at
Goose Lake. This is a picture of the Goose Lake
exploration canp in Septenber 2020. The Goose Lake
mne site is being devel oped at this location and wl |
have four mning areas within it.

The mnes will be both open-pit and underground
m nes for each of the Goose Lake deposits, these being
Unel t, LIama, Goose main, and Echo. The mne wll
operate for about 15 years producing at | east
350, 000 ounces of gold. The m Il wll process about
6, 000 tonnes of ore per day. The doré bars produced at
site will be flowm out on aircraft.

The Kitiknmeot |Inuit Association had identified
12 issues in the original review of the Back Ri ver
renewabl e energy centre subm ssion. These 12 issues
pertaining to birds and cari bou were, 1, the nunber of
turbines; 2, wind energy installation configuration; 3,
the relative height and el evation of turbines; 4,
guy-wires; 5, lights; 6, notion snear; 7, transm ssion
lines; 8, ancillary loss -- habitat loss; 9, attraction
of site to birds; 10, industrial and other waste; 11,
deconmm ssi oni ng of turbines; 12, disruption of caribou

nmovenent .
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In March 2023, the Kiti kmeot I nuit Associ ation
di scussed these issues with B2Gol d Nunavut, nade
commtnents that were -- that resolved 11 of these
i ssues with one issue, the type and col our of w nd
turbine lights being unresol ved.

Proposed changes to Terns and Conditions 37, 39,
and 51 were discussed and accepted with new Terns and
Condition 95. It was specifically adopted for w nd
turbi nes based on a simlar termand condition for the
Hope Bay project.

One information request was submtted to NIRB in
April 2023 on wind turbine lighting. B2Gold Nunavut
commtted to using directional |ighting rather than
broad lighting to reduce attraction to birds. However,
the colour of the lights nust conformto Transport
Canada regul ati ons and cannot be changed fromred and
white to other col ours.

In June 2023, review of the Back River energy
centre FEI'S addendum Kitiknmeot Inuit Association's
wildlife consultant identified 14 issues. Four of
these issues: One, turbine height differences and
I npl ementations; five, discussions with Transport
Canada; six, sensory disturbance and di sruption of
cari bou; and, nine, references for mgratory birds and
raptors are consultantly, explicitly disagreed wth,

the FEI' S addendum concl usi on. These i ssues were
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resol ved along with others during discussions with
B2Gol d Nunavut with further comm tnents bei ng nade.

All 14 are resolved, and KIA is satisfied with the
comm tnents made by B2Gol d Nunavut for each identified
I ssue. The KIA believes that with all identified
technical issues resolved with commtnents, the
renewabl e energy centre can proceed to final public
hearing and approval. W thank you for |istening, and
we are open to any questions.

THE CHAI R Thank you, Kitiknmeot |nuit
Associ ati on.

Questions about the presentation, Nunavut
Tunngavi k | ncor por at ed.

D. FREDLUND: Quj annam i k, | hi vaut aqg.
Dusti n Fredl und, Nunavut Tunngavi K.

At this tinme, we have no questions. Thank you.
THE CHAl R Gover nment of Nunavut.

J. BULLER: Thank you, M. Chair. Justin
Bul l er for the Governnment of Nunavut.

No. We thank John and Eet ool ook for their
presentati ons and have no questions about the content.
Thank you.

THE CHAI R Gover nment of the Northwest
Territories online.
J. HODSON: Janmes Hodson with the

Gover nnent of the Northwest Territories.
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No questions. Thank you.
THE CHAI R Crown- I ndi genous Rel ati ons and
Nort hern Affairs Canada.
S. DEVWAR Quana, |hivautaq. Spencer
Dewar .

The Governnent of Canada has no questions at this

tinme.
THE CHAI R Heal t h Canada.
C. DUTCHAK: Thank you, M. Chair. Cassidy

Dut chak, Heal th Canada.

No questi ons.
THE CHAI R Transport Canada.
S. KI DD Thank you, M. Chair. Scott
Kidd for Transport Canada.

| have no questions for the Kitikneot Inuit
Associ ation. Thank you.
THE CHAl R B2Col d.
M KEEFE: Thank you, M. Chair. Merle
Keefe, B2Col d.

We have no questions. Thank you.

THE CHAI R Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board
staff.
T. ARKO Thank you, M. Chair. Tara

Ar ko, Nunavut | npact Review Board staff.
No questions as they were all answered with the

presentation. Thank you.
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THE CHAI R Qursel ves, no questions from
t he Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board.

Movi ng on to Agenda Nunber 5.3, the presentation
by the Governnent of Nunavut. | wll ask our | egal
counsel to swear or affirmthe presenters and mark the
exhi bits.

Ter esa.

Procedural Matters by Nunavut |npact Review Board Legal
Counsel

T. MEADOWS: Thank you, M. Chair. Teresa
Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut | npact Review
Boar d.

If | can have the wi tnesses state and spell their
name for the record, please.

J. BULLER: Justin Buller for the
Governnent of Nunavut, J-U-S-T-1-N B-UL-L-E-R
THE CHAI R: Does the witness wish to be

sworn or affirned?

J. BULLER: I will affirm
J. BULLER, Affirnmed
THE CHAI R Thank you, M. Chair. Teresa

Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut | npact Review
Boar d.

So, M. Chair, | have four copies of the
presentation materials that wll be presented by the

Governnent of Nunavut in English, Inuktitut,
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| nui nnagtun, and French, and | wll be nmarking those as
the next four exhibits in the public hearing.
And that concludes ny procedural matters,

M. Chair.

EXH BI T 15 - Hard Copy Power Poi nt
Presentation, NIRB Public Hearing for B2Gol d
Nunavut's “Back River Energy Centre” Project
Proposal , Governnent of Nunavut (English)
EXH BIT 16 - Hard Copy Power Poi nt
Presentation, NIRB Public Hearing for B2CGol d
Nunavut's “Back River Energy Centre” Project
Proposal , Governnment of Nunavut (I nuktitut)
EXH BIT 17 - Hard Copy Power Poi nt
Presentation, NIRB Public Hearing for B2CGold
Nunavut's “Back River Energy Centre” Project
Proposal , Governnent of Nunavut (I nuinnaqtun)
EXH BIT 18 - Hard Copy Power Poi nt
Presentation, NI RB Public Hearing for B2CGol d
Nunavut's “Back River Energy Centre” Project

Proposal, Governnent of Nunavut (French)

THE CHAI R Thank you, Teresa.
Gover nment of Nunavut, you may proceed with your
presentati on.

Presentati on by Governnent of Nunavut

BULLER: Thank you, M. Chair.

Foll owi ng the statenents nade by Nunavut Tunngavi k
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and the Kitikmeot I nuit Association, there's little
left to be said, but I would -- | would note our
appreciation for the Board in hosting and the
participants and intervenors for joining today.

Wt hout your dedication and participation, the
Nunavut regul atory system could not be effective in
managi ng the devel opnent of projects and minimzing the
I npacts to people, wildlife, and the environnent.

So for our presentation, the Governnent of Nunavut
has its Katujjiluta nmandate, which prioritizes
reinvesting in education and diversifying |ocal
econom es. The overall goal is to prepare Nunavunm ut
for new and i ncreasi ng econom c opportunities in the
territory.

Al so, within Parnautit, which is the Governnment of
Nunavut's mneral exploration and m ning strategy,
we' re seeking to bal ance econoni c devel opnent with
ensuring that environnental inpacts from exploration
and mning are mnimzed to the extent possible and
those that remain are mtigated.

The Governnment of Nunavut is al so mandat ed through
| egislation to protect wildlife and wldlife habitat.
THE CHAI R Excuse ne. Before you carry
on, can you nove your mc a little closer to you.

Thank you.
J. BULLER: Sur e.
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In a sunmary of the Governnment of Nunavut's public
engagenent on this project to date, in June, governnent
staff attended board engagenents in various
communi ties, including Kugaaruk, Tal oyoak, and G oa
Haven. Throughout this process, the Governnent of
Nunavut has reviewed the witten statenents and
comments submtted to the inpact review board.

W listened to the statenents nade by intervenors
and the public, both witten and orally, and the
Government of Nunavut is commtted to continue working
with other intervenors, particularly folks in
comunities, hunters and trappers organi zati ons,
ham ets, and other |ocal organizations.

The Governnent of Nunavut includes comrunity i nput
t hroughout our review process in addition to the
over archi ng mandates that apply to whole of governnent
across departnents. W have a team of in-house
experts, scientists, consultants, and staff that review
mat erials provided by proponents and the Board. These
are approved through a nultidepartnent al
consensus- based commttee, and this is passed on to the
board as a recommendati on.

The proponent has provided all of this information
in greater detail. W understand that the Back River
project is now owned and operated by B2Gol d Nunavut,

but the proposal before us includes construction and
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operation of a range of features, notably an expansion
of the project devel opnent area; delivering and
installation of up to 13 wnd turbines; ancillary

i nfrastructure, including access roads and transm ssi on
lines; an electrical station, solar power and battery
array to support this infrastructure.

As part of this project, we're excited that there
IS interest anongst communities in the energy centre,
that it represents an opportunity to reduce the
reliance on diesel oil -- diesel fuel and other
petrol eum products, and that this new industry has the
opportunity to provide educational training and
enpl oynent opportunities and jobs in this alternative
energy industry.

As | nentioned earlier, this is also an exciting
opportunity to denonstrate a |arge-scale wind farmin
Nunavut and show the potential to reduce CO2 em ssions
within the territory.

We woul d note that Sabina has reported -- or
excuse nme -- B2CGol d Nunavut has reported strong
enpl oynent growth in 2022 after the pandem c, which was
al so acconpanied by a rise in Nunavut enploynent at the
site, atrend that we are hopeful wll continue, and
that there are opportunities for additional training,
transferrable skills, and | abour diversification, which

is inmportant throughout the territory, and we recogni ze
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that there's a desire anongst Kitikneot especially to
access this benefit for this project.

In reviewing the project materials, the GN put
together -- the Governnent of Nunavut put together five
technical review comments that related to the potenti al
for caribou to be attracted to wi nd turbine generators
in the project developnent site. This was |ater
expanded to include consideration for avoi dance and
defl ecti on behavi our.

There was a comment about the size and power
anal ysis and a statistical approach to be able to
detect inpacts related to caribou behaviour. There was
an interest in bird baseline surveys prior to
construction as well as the protection of nests through
construction and operation and re-evaluating bird
nortality and nonitoring as well as a threshold
associ ated with that.

Over the last several nonths, we've been able to
resolve all five of the Governnent of Nunavut's
techni cal comments. Through the caribou technica
advi sory group and direct conversations with the
proponent, we've seen a revision to the wildlife
mtigation and nonitoring programplan referred to as
Appendi x A to the proposal, the energy centre
mtigation nonitoring.

Thi s docunment was a nuch-needed addition that
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reflected a better and nore cl ear understandi ng of the
proponent's approach to nonitoring and mtigating
project inpacts associated with the energy centre
proposal specifically.

This was information that was generally | acki ng
during the prehearing conference and through consi stent
cooperation in collaboration with the proponent and the
cari bou technical advisory group. This material was
devel oped and reviewed prior to the final hearing
t oday.

The additions to the wildlife mtigation and
nmonitoring plan are a big step forward. They
articul ate how the proponent will be addressing the
specific inpacts related to the energy centre project,
but this is not a conpleted wildlife mtigation
noni tori ng pl an.

Addi tional technical details remain to be
resol ved, and the proponent has conmtted to devel opi ng
and finalizing this plan by consensus at the caribou
techni cal advisory group as a prerequisite for
construction of any approved wi nd farm conponents.

Due to the relationship between sonme of our
concerns at the caribou technical advisory group and
the overl appi ng mandate with Environnent and Cinmate
Change Canada as it relates to birds, that federa

departnent will be invited to participate in
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di scussions related to bird mtigation and nonitoring.

W would note that the ability for the caribou
techni cal advisory group to discuss and finalize the
noni toring plan by consensus as a prerequisite of
construction is an inportant shift in the way that
these technical groups are operating in Nunavut. It
enpowers these groups to work col |l aboratively together
to resol ve i ssues and supports good faith negotiations
anongst the nenbers.

To conclude, | would reiterate that the Governnent
of Nunavut has resolved all five of its technical
review comments as it relates to the proposal. W
appreciate the efforts nmade by the proponent to work
with us and the other -- and the Kitikneot Inuit
Associ ation as nenbers of the caribou technical
advi sory group to resolve our issues generally.

W al so recogni ze the effort by the proponent to
reduce its inpact and use of petrol eum products and to
advance renewabl e energy resources and projects for
their operation.

W will continue to work with the proponent and
regi onal stakehol ders and our partners at the cari bou
techni cal advisory group to address any outstandi ng
soci oeconom ¢ or ecosystem c concerns, and we'l]l
continue to work with the Board in any of its inpact

assessnent processes.
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And that's it. Thank you. Quana. |[|f you have
any further questions for the Government of Nunavut
after this hearing, please feel free to get in touch.
THE CHAI R Thank you, Governnent of
Nunavut .

Now, any questions on the presentation.

Nunavut Tunngavi k | ncor por at ed.

D. FREDLUND: Thank you, M. Chairnman.
Dusti n Fredl und.

We have no questions at this tinme for the
Gover nment of Nunavut. Quana.

THE CHAI R Kiti knmeot Inuit Association.
J. EETOOLOXK: James Eet ool ook, Kiti kmneot
[ nuit Association.

At this nonent we don't have any questions to the
Government of Nunavut. Thank you very nuch
THE CHAI R: Gover nnent of Nort hwest
Territories online.

J. HODSON: Janmes Hodson with the
Governnent of the Northwest Territories.

No questions. Thank you.

THE CHAI R Crown- | ndi genous Rel ati ons and
Nort hern Affairs Canada.

S. DEWAR: Quana, M. Chair.

Spencer Dewar .

On behal f of the Governnment of Canada, there's no
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guestions at this tine. Thank you.
THE CHAI R: Heal t h Canada.
C. DUTCHAK: Thank you, M. Chair. Cassidy
Dut chak, Heal th Canada.
No questi ons.
THE CHAI R Transport Canada.
S. KI DD Thank you, M. Chair.
Scott Kidd for Transport Canada.

| have no questions for the Governnment of Nunavut.

Thank you.
THE CHAI R: B2Col d.
M KEEFE: Thank you, M. Chair.

Merl e Keefe, B2Col d.

We have no questions. Thank you.

THE CHAI R Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board
staff.
T. ARKO Thank you, M. Chair.

Tara Arko, Nunavut |npact Review Board staff.
No questions at this tine.
THE CHAI R Nunavut | npact Revi ew Boar d.
Quy.
Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board Questions B2CGol d
Cor por ati on
G ALI KUT: Thank you, M. Chairman. |'m
Guy Alikut, Nunavut | npact Review Board nenber.

It's not directly -- it's not a question directly
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to the Governnent of Nunavut, but | wanted to comment
about the youth that will be in the generations to
cone. It's very difficult today when we're in -- |
know t hat nmaybe | nmay be off on a tangent a bit, but we
have to renmenber that it's very -- it becones very
difficult for the youth and younger people to be able
to make ends neet because of the high cost of |iving,
the high cost of food. It's not really -- it's not a
good thing to see. W need to see nore soci oeconom c
opportunities for the youth. 1|'ve been with the Board
for 13 years, and this is nore and nore evident today.
Sonetines it is a depressing thought, but | have to say
it because it -- it's a reality. Thank you.
THE CHAI R Thank you.

Gover nnment of Nunavut.
J. BULLER Justin Buller for the
Gover nnment of Nunavut .

Thank you, Quy, for your conmment. | think it's a
sentinment that is shared by many across the territory,
and it's sonething that the Governnent of Nunavut is
attenpting to address through its various nmandates
whet her that be focusing on additional training
opportunities and its work with the arctic college or
wor ki ng to expand m neral opportunities. It's -- it's
definitely a challenge, so | appreciate you bringing it

up here in this context. |It's sonmething that | think
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we're all working to try to find a solution to.

Thank you.
THE CHAI R Nunavut | npact Revi ew Boar d.
Quy.
G ALl KUT: M. Chairman. That's all the

gquestions | have. Thank you.
THE CHAI R Thank you.
Now we' Il finish off the agenda for today with
Item 5.4, the Governnent of the Northwest Territories.
Teresa, can you proceed with procedural matters
for its presenter.
Procedural Matters by Nunavut | npact Review
Board Legal Counsel
T. NEADOWS: Thank you, M. Chair.
Teresa Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut | npact
Revi ew Boar d.
If | can have the witness state and spell his nane

for the record.

J. HODSON: Thank you.

My nane is Janes Hodson, J-A-ME-S HODS-ON
T. NMEADOWS: Teresa Meadows - -
J. HODSON: And | al so have Jan
Adantzewski. Sorry.
T. NMEADOWS: Ch, ny apol ogi es.

There's soneone el se al so presenting?

J. HODSON: Yeah. 1'Il just ask Jan to

Dicta Court Reporting Inc.
403-531-0590




176

© 00 N oo o B~ W DN P

e e e T T e e s T
© 0 N O O~ W N B O

20
21
22
23
24
25
26

I ntroduce hinself and spell his nane.

J. ADAMCZEWSKI : Good afternoon.
Jan Adanctzewski. [|'ma biologist wth GN\W in
Yel | owkni f e.

"1l spell nmy nanme. First name Jan, J-A-N.  Last
name, Adantzewski, is ADAMCZ-E-WS-K-I.

T. MEADOWS: Teresa Meadows, | egal counsel
for the Nunavut |npact Review Board. |If | can have the
W tnesses affirm

JAMES HODSON, JAN ADAMCZEWSKI , Affirmed

T. NEADOWG: Thank you, M. Chair.

Teresa Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut | npact
Revi ew Boar d.

M. Chair, we have the presentation nmaterials that
were provided by the Governnment of the Northwest
Territories in English, Inuktitut, and Inuinnagtun, and
I will be marking those as the next three exhibits in
the public hearing. And those are ny procedural
matters, M. Chair.

EXH BIT 19 - Electronic Copy Power Poi nt

Presentation, Sabina Gold and Sil ver

Corp./B2CGol d Nunavut’s Back Ri ver Energy

Centre Proposal, Governnent of Northwest

Territories (English)

EXH BIT 20 - El ectronic Copy Power Poi nt

Presentati on, Sabina Gold and Sil ver
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Corp./B2CGol d Nunavut’s Back River Energy
Centre Proposal, Governnent of Northwest
Territories (Inuktitut)
EXH BIT 21 - Electronic Copy Power Poi nt
Presentation, Sabina Gold and Sil ver
Corp./B2CGol d Nunavut’s Back Ri ver Energy
Centre Proposal, Governnent of Northwest
Territories (Inuinnagtun)
THE CHAl R Thank you, Teresa.
Governnment of Northwest Territories. Can you
pl ease proceed with your presentation.
J. HODSON: Yes. Thank you.
Just a technical question. Do | need to share ny
screen for the presentation?
THE CHAI R Ter esa
T. MEADONG: Thank you, M. Chair
Teresa Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut |npact
Revi ew Board. M apologies for the delay. | was just

checking to see what's possible.

So -- yes. M. Hodson, if you can share your
screen, we will be able to see it here.
J. HODSON: Ckay. Al right. Just one

second. kay. Can you see the presentation node now?
T. MEADOWS: Thank you, M. Hodson.
Yes. W can see the presentation node being

proj ect ed.
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J. HODSON: Ckay. Thank you.
Presentati on by Governnment of the Northwest Territories
(Sabi na Gold and Silver Corp./B2CGol d Nunavut’s Back
Ri ver Energy Centre Proposal)

J. HODSON: So, yes, ny nane is

Janes Hodson. |'mthe manager of the habitat and
environnment al assessnment section of the wildlife
managenent division within the departnent of
environnment and climte change at the GN\WI.  And with
nme today is Jan Adantzewski, ungul ate biol ogist, also
with wildlife managenent divi sion.

My presentation today wll provide a high-Ievel
overview of GN\WI"s role in caribou nonitoring and
managenent, how GNW participated in the Back R ver
energy project review process, a sumrary of techni cal
comments submtted by GNW, and how Sabina -- or B2Gold
addressed our conmments through foll ow up discussions
| eading to further conmtnents fromthe proponent.

kay. So the GNW departnent of environnment and
climate change's overarching role with respect to
wildlife and the environnent is to try and nanage these
resources for social and econom c benefit of all NA
residents while maintaining ecosystem heal th.

Wth respect to caribou, GN\W-ECC works with
other territorial and federal governnents, |ndigenous

governnents and | ndi genous organi zations, and wildlife
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co- managenent boards to devel op and i npl enent
noni tori ng and nmanagenent prograns.

For exanple, GNW-ECC participates on the Beverly
and Qamanirjuaq cari bou nanagenent board whi ch advi ses
on the conservation and nmanagenent of these herds
t hroughout their ranges and four jurisdictions.

THE CHAI R Excuse ne. Can you sl ow down
a bit. Thank you.
J. HODSON: Yes. Sorry.

G\WI- ECC col | aborates with the Governnent of
Nunavut in surveys to determ ne popul ati on status and
di stribution of sonme shared herds including the Beverly
and Bat hur st herds.

Sorry. | forgot to advance the slide.

G\W worked with many of its caribou co-mnagenent
partners on the devel opnent of the Bathurst caribou
range plan which was finalized in 2019. The goal of
the range plan is to help ensure the integrity of
I nportant habitats, maintain connectivity between
seasonal ranges, keep hunman-caused | and di sturbance
bel ow certain | evels, and ensure that roads are
desi gned and used with consideration to cari bou.

G\W" s convents on the Back River energy project
were guided by and intended to be consistent with the
Bat hur st range pl an.

So barren-ground cari bou are designated as
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threatened by both the federal Commttee on the Status
of Endangered WIldlife in Canada in Decenber 2016 and
by the NWI' Conference of Managenent Authorities in
February 2018.

Barren-ground cari bou, with the exception of the
Por cupi ne cari bou herd, were added to the NW [|ist of
species at risk in July 2018, and the NW recovery
strategy was finalized in 2020.

Addi ng barren-ground caribou to the federal 1|i st
of species at risk is still under consideration. The
Bat hurst and Beverly barren-ground caribou herds are
nost likely to interact with the Back River energy
project. The Bathurst herd is shown in green on the
map, its calving grounds are just west of
Bat hurst Inlet in Nunavut, and this herd is shared
between the NWI and Inuit.

G\W has the lead responsibility for nonitoring
the status of the Bathurst herd. Calving-ground photo
surveys have been used for this herd since the 1980s.
From a high of 470,000 caribou estimated in 1986, the
herd has declined nore than 98 percent to the nost
recent estimate of 6,800 in 2022. There are three
active dianond mnes and a winter road in the Bathurst
cari bou's range, and other roads and m nes are
pr oposed.

Hunt er harvest of the Bathurst herd was restricted
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in 2010 in the NWI by nore than 90 percent to about

300 cari bou per year and nostly bulls. Harvest of the
herd in the NWI' was cl osed in 2015 follow ng further
decline in the herd. There is a harvest of ten bulls
per year fromthis herd in Nunavut, and that harvest is
for subsistence only.

The Beverly herd was estimted at 104,000 in 2018
and was thought to be slowy declining at that tinme. A
new survey was flown in June 2023 by the Governnent of
Nunavut, but the results are not yet available. Note
there is an additional calving ground for the Beverly
herd south of the one with the Beverly | abel on the
map. This cal ving ground was used until about 2010 but
not since that tine.

The Beverly herd's range is fairly large, and in
recent years, nmuch of the herd has wintered in the NW.
Currently there are no harvest restrictions for this
herd given that it is still relatively large in size.
In recent winters, a portion of the Beverly herd has
been accessible in the NWI fromthe winter roads to the
di anond m nes.

Technical nonitoring of this herd is shared
bet ween the CGovernnment of -- Governnment of Nunavut
which flies the popul ation surveys and the G\W whi ch
pl aces collars on this herd and flies conposition

surveys that provide additional information |ike
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cal f-cow rati os.

G\W has participated in previous review of the
Back River mne project conducted between 2013 to 2017.
GWI submtted technical comrents on the Back River
energy centre proposal in June 2023.

After B2Gol d responded to GNWI's comments in
witing in June 2023, they reached out to GN\W to
request a followup neeting to di scuss whether GNW' s
comments and recomendati ons had been addressed.

G\W net with the representatives from B2Gold on
Sept enber 22nd, 2023, to discuss our technica
comments. This led to two new commtnents from B2CGol d
which will be outlined later in the presentation.

G\W" s technical comments were franed by the
over ar ching concern that the Bathurst and Beverly
caribou -- caribou herds are highly vul nerable and that
actions fromthe project could pose a risk of further
decline and del ayed recovery that need to be carefully
consi der ed.

Qur first technical coment focused on noise
nmonitoring of the wind turbines. G\W was concerned
that B2Gol d's noi se assessnent was based on conpari ng
noi se produced by the turbines to noise guidelines for
human receptors whereas recent research has shown that
cari bou detect noises at |ower frequencies than humans

and that caribou may detect noise fromthe turbines
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beyond the thresholds of 1 kilonmetre and 1.4 kilonetres
used in the tiered mtigation response described in the
wildlife plan.

G\W recomrended that noi se nonitoring be extended
as described in Section 7.2.2.5 of the wildlife
managenment mtigation protection plan to reduce noise
di sturbance from w nd turbi nes.

We recommended that results of the noise
noni tori ng shoul d be conpared agai nst noi se audi bl e by
caribou, and if noise produced by the wi nd turbines can
be perceived by caribou past the 1 kilonmetre and
1.4 kilonetre thresholds, the tiered mtigation
response should be revised to reflect this new
I nformati on.

G\W" s second set of technical comments focused on
nonitoring the zone of influence of the w nd turbines.
G\W highlighted that there is little information on
the inpact of wind turbines on caribou in North
Anerica, but recent studies from Sweden found that
rei ndeer novenents can be affected wwthin 2 to
5 kilometres of wind farms. GNW recommended t hat
Sabi na conduct the ZO, or zone of influence, analysis
separately for the nodification project description
area and the Goose site rather than conducting the
anal ysi s toget her.

And if the zone of influence analysis determ nes
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that cari bou are avoiding the w nd turbines, nore --
THE CHAI R Excuse ne. Can you sl ow down
and pause between sentences? Thank you.

J. HODSON: Yeah. Sorry. "Il -- 1"l
start the | ast one again.

So GNWI" s second part of that reconmendati on was
that if the zone of influence analysis determ nes that
caribou are avoiding the wind turbines nore than
initially predicted in the FEIS, the tiered mtigation
response should be revised to reflect this new
I nformati on.

So after a neeting with B2Gol d in Septenber 2023,
B2Gol d nade the following conmtnents: Wth respect to
noi se nonitoring of wind turbines, B2Gold commtted to
coll ect and evaluate the noise fromthe w nd towers,
(a), in the first year of operation; (b), in the
audi bl e range of caribou; and, (c), tolink this to
adapti ve managenent .

Wth respect to the zone of influence of the wnd
turbines, B2Gold commtted to -- nmade the follow ng two
statenents. First, B2CGold stated they understand the
I nportance in evaluating the response of caribou to the
wind towers separately fromthe mne site.

However, they al so recognize the challenges in
doing so due to the close proximty of the two. B2Gold

commtted to continue to update the anal yses specific
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to this and the design of the nonitoring prograns in
consultation with the cari bou technical advisory group.
They commtted to sharing the details of the study
design with the G\WI i n advance of inplenentation for
G\W" s review and feedback.

G\W was satisfied wwth the conmtnents nmade by
B2Gol d at the Septenber 2023 neeting. GNW considers
the two issues raised in their technical review
comments to be resolved. G\W | ooks forward to
review ng an updated version of the wildlife plan that
i ncludes further details outlining how B2Gol d's two
commtnments wll be inplenented.

So we'd |ike to say thank you, again, for the
opportunity to present today, and we are happy to
answer any questions that you may have. Thank you.
THE CHAI R: Thank you, Governnent of
Nort hwest Territories, for your presentation.

Now, any questions about the presentation.

Nunavut Tunngavi k | ncor por at ed.

D. FREDLUND: Quana, | hivaut aq.

| don't have any questions at the nonent. Thank

you.
THE CHAI R Kiti knmeot Inuit Association.
J. EETOOLOCK: Thank you, M. Chair.

No, we don't have any questions. Thank you.
THE CHAI R: Gover nnent of Nunavut.
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11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26

J. BULLER Thank you, M. Chair.
No questions on the Governnent of Nunavut.
Thanks, Janes, to your -- for your presentation.
THE CHAI R Crown- I ndi genous Rel ati ons and
Nort hern Affairs Canada.
S. DEWAR: Quana, M. Chair.
Spencer Dewar .

The CGovernnment of Canada has no questions. Thank

you.
THE CHAI R Heal t h Canada?
C. DUTCHAK: Thank you, M. Chair. Cassidy

Dut chak, Heal t h Canada.

No questi ons.
THE CHAl R Transport Canada?
S. Kl DD: Thank you, M. Chair.
Scott Kidd for Transport Canada.

| have no questions for the Government of the
Nort hwest Territories. Thank you.
THE CHAI R B2Col d.
M KEEFE: Thank you, M. Chair.
Merl e Keefe, B2Col d.

We have no questions.

THE CHAI R Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board
staff.
T. ARKO Thank you, M. Chair.

Tara Arko, Nunavut |npact Review Board staff.
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No questions at this tine.
THE CHAI R Thank you.

Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board nenbers have no
guesti ons.

That concludes Day 1 of the technical discussions.
Thank you, all, for your contributions to a productive
day.

W' Il be nmeeting back here at 9 AMto start Day 2
of the technical sessions with the intervenor
presentations, and we will then nove into the community
roundt abl e sessi on.

Just a rem nder that tonorrow we'll be having a
schedul ed eveni ng sessi on between 6:30 and 9 PM

Before | eaving, please return your headsets to the
front desk, and we will prepare for sone door prizes.

How many? How many? Last three nunbers: 690,
689. 705.

Thank you, everyone. | hope you have a good

night. And we'll see you in the norning.

PROCEEDI NGS ADJOURNED UNTIL 9: 00 AM FEBRUARY 28, 2024
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CERTI FI CATE OF TRANSCRI PT:

|, Derek Lopez and Andres Vidal, certify that the
f oregoi ng pages are a conplete and accurate transcri pt
of the proceedings taken down by ne in shorthand and
transcribed fromny shorthand notes to the best of ny
skill and ability.

Dated at the City of Calgary, Province of Al berta,
this 10th day of March 2023.

m 7N

Y 8
D. Lopez, CSR(A), RPR

O ficial Court Reporter

Qusefh

A. Vidal, CSR(A), RPR RMR
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