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( PROCEEDI NGS COMVENCED AT 8:59 AM

Openi ng Remar ks

THE CHAI R Good norning, everyone.

Wel cone back. M nane is Al bert Ehaloak, and | amthe
vice chair of the Nunavut | npact Review Board, and |
will be chairing this public hearing.

On behal f of the Board, | would like to wel cone
you to Day 2 of the Nunavut |npact Review Board's
public hearing associated with the assessnent of
B2CGol d' s Nunavut energy centre proposal, which is a
nodi fication of the existing Back River gold m ne
proj ect.

For those of you attending in Canbridge Bay,
wel cone, and for those of you participating over the
audi o-video link, thank you for participating.

Just a quick remnder to turn off your cell phones
or put themon silent before we begin.

W are starting the neeting this norning with an
openi ng prayer given by Celine N ngark.

Cel i ne.

Openi ng Prayer
THE CHAI R: Thank you, Celine, for
starting off the day with a prayer.

Today we are conpleting the technica
presentations and noving to the comunity roundtable, a

portion of the Nunavut | npact Review Board' s public
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heari ng.

This public hearing provides a final opportunity
for the Board to hear evidence and pose questions to
B2Gol d and the registered intervenors during the
techni cal session.

During the community roundtable, the Board | ooks
forward to hearing fromthe conmunity representatives
and the nenbers of the public with any know edge,
qguestions, or concerns they wsh to share with the
Board in relation to the potential effects of the
changes proposed by B2Gold in its energy centre
pr oposal .

For everyone's benefit, | will do a quick sunmary
of the format of this hearing and outline the parties
who are participating in the roomand online. For
those of you in the hall, we ask that you sign in at
the table as you enter the hall for each of the day's
sessi ons today, norning and afternoon and evening.
This will help the Board keep an accurate record of
att endance.

Al t hough the Board has focused on returning to
I n-person proceedings to allow the public to
partici pate and speak to their parties and the Board
directly, the Board al so recogni zes that sonme parties
may have been unable to travel to Canbridge Bay. As a

result, the Board has nmade arrangenents for parties to

Dicta Court Reporting Inc.
403-531-0590




205

© 00 N oo o B~ W DN P

N DN D N DD DNN P P PP PR, PRk
o o A W DN P O © 00 N o 0o AW DN O

join -- to join the proceedi ngs on Zoom

For the parties -- for the parties who are
participating online, when | say your nane, please
click on the rai se-your-hand button at the bottom of
the screen, and this will help the tech identify you
nore quickly so that you can unnmute your line and turn
on your canera.

While the Board will do our best to maintain the
online link, if there is any interruption to the online
feed, we will continue with the in-person proceedi ngs
as planned while we work to restore the online |inks.

We thank everyone in advance for your flexibility
and patience as we work through any interruptions in
renote access.

Si mul t aneous interpretation of the proceedings is
bei ng provided to the neetings fromthe interpreters
here in Canbridge Bay. |In the Zoom feed, you can
choose the | anguage feed you want to hear, but when you
go to speak, you may have to turn off the
interpretation feed to avoi d feedback.

For the people here in Canbridge Bay, receivers
are available fromthe sign-in table, and the receivers
are set to -- Channel 1 is the floor sound, Channel 2
is English, Channel 3 is Inuktitut. |If you are having
any trouble hearing in the proceedi ngs, please see our

tech support, Ryan Denpster from PIDO, at the side of
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the room |f you're having issues with the online
feed, please email Kelli Gllard at kgillard@irb. ca.

Just a quick rem nder to everyone participating in
this hearing that no one is permtted to record or
rebroadcast the inmages, video, or audio of the
proceedings in any formw thout the express witten
consent of the Nunavut |npact Review Board. Failing to
follow these directions may result in sanctions by the
Board, including suspension, suspendi ng access to the
live feed, or being asked to | eave the hall

The Nunavut | npact Review Board is generating a
transcript fromthe proceedings which wll be avail abl e
followi ng the hearing on the Nunavut I|npact Review
Board's public registry.

For the benefit of the people who did not attend
the public hearing yesterday, |I'm Al bert Ehal oak, the
vi ce chairperson of the Nunavut |npact Revi ew Board,
and I"moriginally from Canbridge Bay and now live in
lgaluit. | have served with the Board for severa
ternms starting with ny first termwhich commenced in
2002.

As the Board's chairperson Kaviq Kaluraqg is unable
to join us here today, | will be chairing this hearing.
Wth nme today are ny fell ow board nenbers, which are
t he deci sion-nakers for this assessnent, and | w ||

turn over the mc for themto i ntroduce thensel ves in
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order starting fromthe far end of the table.

Quy.
G ALI KUT: Thank you, M. Chair.
Yes. | amstill the same person, GQuy Alikut,

Board nenber for the Nunavut |npact Revi ew Board.

|'ve -- so it's 13 years now. This is ny
13th year of termwith NIRB, and as well | amthe
secretary treasurer. | amfromArviat as well. Thank
you.
THE CHAI R: Pet er Kusugak.
P. KUSUGAK: | NAC- appoi nt ed board nenber.
Thank you.
C. EMRICK: Good norning. Catherine
Enri ck.

| have been a nenber of the Board for about six
years, and ny hone is in Calgary, and it's a pl easure
to be in Canbridge Bay. Thank you.
P. OM NGVAKYCK: I"m Phillip Kadl un, Nunavut
| npact Revi ew Board nenber, and | am from Kugl ukt uk.
H  OHOKANNCQAK: Henry Chokannoak. | am from
Canbri dge Bay. Nunavut |npact Revi ew Board nenber
since 2005. Good norning every one of you. Thank you.
THE CHAI R We al so have several nenbers
of the Board staff and | egal counsel supporting the
Board during the public hearing.

In the interest of tinme, | amnot going to
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rei ntroduce everyone, but for the parties just joining
us, if you need help fromthe Board, our staff are
wearing NIRB nane tags and will be happy to assist you.

| am al so not going to reintroduce everyone who
i ntroduced thensel ves yesterday, but to ensure the
Board has an accurate record of all parties,
participants, | ask that you -- | ask that if your
organi zati on has had new representatives joining the
heari ng today, that you bring an updated list of your
representatives, including your primary speaker, to the
Board's | egal counsel, Teresa Meadows, so we can update
our list.

Around the table during these technical sessions,
we have representatives from B2Gol d, Nunavut Tunngavi k
I ncorporated, Kitikmeot Inuit Association, Governnent
of Nunavut, Governnment of the Northwest Territories,
Crown- I ndi genous Rel ations and Northern Affairs Canada,
Heal t h Canada, Transport Canada.

| would like to notify all participants that these
proceedi ngs are open to the nedia and may be attended
by nedia representatives. |f nenbers of the nedia are
attending and in person, we ask that you check-in at
the front table and wear a press badge or simlar
identification throughout these proceedings so that it
Is clear to the parties which nedia outlet you are

representing.
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Medi a participating online should provide notice
to Robbin Sinclaire, the Board' s executive director, at
rsinclaire@irb.ca, and inquiries for information from
the nmedi a representatives should al so be sent to
Robbi n.

The Board wel cones the nedia providing information
about these neetings to those who cannot attend.
However, | rem nd everyone that the Board nenbers and
our staff cannot take questions or provide interviews
to the nedia or nmake public conments regardi ng these
neetings while we are underway.

Hard copies of the agenda are avail able at the
front table at the back of the room Please pick one
up and follow along. Al tinmes quoted in the agenda
are Mountain Tine. Unless | advise otherwi se, we wll
start each day at 9 AM and break at 5 PM for dinner.

W are starting today with the conpletion of the
remai ni ng technical presentations today fromthe
Gover nnent of Canada departnents, followed by questions
to presenters. We will conclude the technical session
of the public hearing with the review of any | ast
deferred questions or procedural matters.

Then we wll rearrange the roomfor the comunity
roundt abl e session with the conmunity representatives
fromthe Kitikneot conmunities noving up to join us

around the table.
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B2Gold w Il provide a brief overview presentation,
and then the community representatives and nenbers of
the public of Canbridge Bay wll have an orderly
opportunity to question B2Gold or any of the
i ntervenors about the Back River energy centre proposal
and the assessnent.

The community roundtable will continue through an
eveni ng session tonight to ensure that nenbers of the
public who nay be working during the day have an
opportunity to ask questions and share their know edge.
Tonorrow we' Il conclude the community roundtable with
one spokesperson from each comunity providing closing
remar ks sunmari zi ng the conments and concerns from
their community and advi sing the Board whet her or not
t hey support the proposal.

W will then close the public hearing with the
closing cooments fromthe intervenors, B2Gold, and the
Boar d.

Before | turn things over to Crown-Indi genous
Rel ati ons and Northern Affairs Canada, just sone fina
housekeepi ng matters. For those of you not famliar
with the hall here in Canbridge Bay, the washroons are
| ocated outside this roomin the | obby area. Exits are
| ocated through the nmain doors to the | obby and on the
side of the roomat the front and the back corners.

Lastly, to ensure that everyone has a reasonabl e
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opportunity to participate in these neetings, the Board
requests that everyone respects the foll ow ng Board
directions: It is our tradition to give respect to our
El ders. Therefore, we invite any El ders who are in
attendance to let our staff know that they wish to
speak so that we hear conments provided. W do ask
that Elders wait until | say their name and our staff
can get a mcrophone in front of them before they
speak.

To make the best use of our tine, please respect
the tineline set out in the agenda. W'IlI|l have one
15-m nute break in the norning, afternoon, and evening
session. Please respect the tinmes | have set for
breaks and return pronptly to the proceedings. W have
a lot to cover during these hearings, and we cannot
wait for late arrivals.

For all the participants, please do not interrupt
when a person is speaking. Please wait until | say
your nane to speak. When it is your turn to speak,
pl ease use a m crophone, state your nane and your
community or who you represent, then speak clearly at a
reasonabl e pace. Al so, please do not use abbreviations
or acronyns and be m ndful that sone terns may require
our interpreters to take tine to explain in detail. So
pl ease be aware of the interpreters and pause when it

appears that they need extra time to explain what you
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are sayi ng.

And, finally, the Board appreciates everyone
setting a respectful and productive tone yesterday.

Just a rem nder that anyone who does not abide by the
Board rul es and directions nmay be sanctioned by the
Board and may be barred from participating. W thank
everyone for their continued contributions to make this
public hearing a success.

W will now proceed with the agenda, Item1, for
today, presentations fromour intervenors, specifically
fromthe Governnment of Canada, Crown-Indi genous
Rel ati ons and Northern Affairs Canada, and Transport
Canada with the tinme for parties' questions between
each presentation.

Before | turn the mic over to Crown-Indi genous

Rel ati ons and Northern Affairs Canada, the Board's

| egal counsel will wal k us through the proceedi ngs for
swearing in and affirmng the wi tnesses who will be
representing -- or presenting and answering questions

on the topic and for entering any docunents filed as
exhibits on the public hearing record.

Ter esa.
Procedural Matters by Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board Legal
Counsel
T. NEADOWS: Thank you, M. Chair. Teresa

Meadows, | egal counsel for the Nunavut | npact Review
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Boar d.
So if I can have the witnesses state and spell

their nanmes for the record, please.

S. DEWAR Spencer Dewar, S-P-E-N-CGE-R
D-E-WA-R
J. MACI NNI S: John Maclnnis, J-O-HN

MACI-NNI-S.
T. MEADOWS: Thank you. Teresa Meadows,
| egal counsel for the Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board.

Do the witnesses wish to be sworn or affirned?
J. MACI NN S: Affirmed.

S. DEVWAR: And 1'Il swear.

SPENCER DEWAR, Sworn

JOHN MACINNI'S, Affirmed

T. MEADOWS: Thank you, M. Chair. Teresa
Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut |npact Review
Boar d.

So, M. Chair, | have the three presentations --
three versions of the presentation that will be
presented today by Crown-Indi genous Rel ati ons and
Northern Affairs Canada in English and I nuktitut in one
copy and English and in -- or in Dene and in
| nui nnaqgtun and in French. And | propose to file those
t hree docunents as the next three exhibits in the
publ i c hearing.

And t hat concludes ny procedural matters,
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M. Chair.
EXH BIT 22 - Hard Copy Power Poi nt
Presentation, Sabina Gold and Sil ver/B2Col d
Nunavut's Back Ri ver Energy Centre Proposal,
Nunavut | npact Review Board Public Hearing,
Crown- | ndi genous Rel ati ons and Northern
Affairs Canada (English/Inuktitut)
EXH BIT 23 - Hard Copy Power Poi nt
Presentation, Sabina Gold and Silver/B2CGol d
Nunavut's Back Ri ver Energy Centre Proposal,
Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board Public Hearing,
Crown- | ndi genous Rel ati ons and Northern
Affairs Canada (I nui nnaqgtun/ Dene)
EXH BIT 24 - Hard Copy Power Poi nt
Presentation, Sabina Gold and Silver/B2CGol d
Nunavut's Back Ri ver Energy Centre Proposal,
Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board Public Hearing,
Crown- I ndi genous Rel ati ons and Northern
Affairs Canada (French)

THE CHAl R Thank you, Teresa.
Crown- I ndi genous Rel ations and Northern Affairs

Canada, you nmy proceed with your presentation.

Presentati on by Crown-Indi genous Rel ati ons and Northern

Affairs Canada

S. DEVWAR: Quana, M. Chair. Spencer

Dewar, Crown-Indi genous Rel ations and Northern Affairs
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Canada.

Before we get started, | just want to recognize
today's Pink Shirt Day. Wile | did not pack a pink
shirt, | also forgot nmy hat and gloves. But | did want
torelay it's a critical nessage for Nunavut that
united we stand up to bullying. W pronote conpassion
and cel ebrate diversity.

Good norning. |I'mthe director of resource
managenent at the Nunavut regional office of
Crown- I ndi genous Rel ati ons and Northern Affairs Canada.
Thank you, Chair, and all of the Nunavut | npact Review
Board nenbers along with your teamfor giving us this
opportunity to present.

|'"d also like to thank B2Gol d Nunavut, community
representatives, fellow intervenors, and the comrunity
of Canbridge Bay for welcom ng us and participating
with us in this review

Joining the neeting in Canbridge Bay today are the
foll ow ng nenbers of Crown-Indi genous Rel ati ons and
Northern Affairs Canada: Lorena G acia Zayas,
environnmental policy analyst; John Maclnnis, senior
envi ronnmental assessnent specialist.

| did want to highlight that we have fellow
menbers of not only Crown-Indi genous Rel ations and
Northern Affairs Canada attending virtually; we also

have nenbers from Envi ronnment and C i mate Change
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Canada, Fisheries and Cceans, and Natural Resources
Canada.

Next slide. | will briefly outline
Crown- I ndi genous Rel ations and Northern Affairs
Canada's role in the Board's assessnent of the Back
Ri ver project energy centre proposal.

The M nister of Northern Affairs is one of the
m ni sters responsi ble for the assessnent of the Back
Ri ver project energy centre proposal and along with
ot her responsible mnisters will be making a decision
on the proposal based on recommendati ons fromthe
Boar d.

As an intervenor during the environnenta
assessnent process, the departnent provides expert
advice to the Board on topics that fall wi thin our
mandat e.

The departnent al so has regul atory
responsibilities for projects that are authorized to
proceed, which includes participating in the Nunavut
Wat er Board |icencing process and issuing
aut hori zations under the Territorial Lands Act. The
departnent al so conducts inspections to ensure
conpliance wth the Nunavut | npact Review Board's
project certificates, water |licences, and
aut hori zati ons issued under the Territorial Lands Act.

In addition, the responsible mnisters as
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deci si on-makers acting on behalf of the Crown nust
ensure the duty to consult wi th Indigenous groups has
been net before deci ding whether or not a project
shoul d proceed.

Next slide. The Governnent of Canada relies on
the Nunavut | npact Review Board' s assessnent process to
assist with fulfilling the duty to consult. The
Board's process provides |Indigenous groups with
opportunities to express their concerns about a
project, including related inpacts on rights.

The Governnent of Canada connects with the
designated I nuit organizations, |ndigenous groups, and
the Governnent of Nunavut after the Board' s report and
recommendati ons are issued. This is to seek any
further views on the Board's report and recomendati ons
as well as any outstanding concerns that may stil
exi st.

In addition, participant funding is provided to
support neani ngful participation in the Nunavut | npact
Revi ew Board's inpact assessnent of projects. This is
provi ded by the northern participant funding program
Partici pant funding was provided to the Kitiknmeot |nuit
Associ ation and the At habasca Denesuline Ne Ne Land
Corporation for the Nunavut |npact Review Board's
I npact assessnment of B2Gol d's Back River project energy

centre proposal.
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Based on Crown-Indi genous Rel ati ons and Northern
Affairs's mandate, we provi de expertise on the
foll owm ng: environnental inpact assessnent nethodol ogy
and best practices, including a cunulative effects
assessnent; surface water and ground water quality and
gquantity; marine water quality as affected by
activities on the land; permafrost; vegetation; waste
managenent; Crown | and contam nation, particularly
cl osure and reclamati on planni ng; and consultation and
acconmodat i on.

Crown- | ndi genous Rel ati ons and Northern Affairs
Canada has participated in every step of the review of
the Back River project energy centre proposal. W
attended comunity information sessions in Kugaaruk,
Tal oyoak, G oa Haven, and Canbridge Bay in May and June
of 2023. The departnent has also participated in the
technical neeting, comunity roundtable, prehearing
conference in Canbridge Bay in October of 2023.

The departnment submtted one information request
and ten technical review coments for review of the
final environnmental inpact statenent addendum W al so
had two bilateral neetings with the proponent to
di scuss concerns raised in the technical review
comrents in Septenber 2023.

Today we'll be tal king about our technical review

comments which was submtted to the Board i n June of
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2023. There were a total of ten coments. Three are
consi dered resol ved, and the renmi ning seven are
consi dered resolved with commtnents by B2CGol d.

| wll provide an update on the status of the
technical review comments starting with Techni cal
Revi ew Comment Nunber 1, which is in regards to
B2CGol d's seismc activity analysis. The departnent was
seeking clarification fromB2Gold on the seisnmc
activity analysis that was described in the final
envi ronnmental inpact statenent addendum B2Gold
provided clarification on the seismc activity analysis
confirmng that the property is in a location of |ow
seismcity. This technical comrent is now considered
resol ved.

Techni cal Review Conment Nunber 2 is about the
potential inpacts of wind tower and sol ar panel
foundati ons on permafrost. The departnent requested
i nformati on on potential inpacts of how -- w nd turbine
generators and sol ar panel foundations on permafrost as
well as ways to mtigate and nonitor changes.

B2CGol d provided informati on on expected i npacts of
wi nd turbine generators and sol ar panels on per mafrost
and proposed mtigation neasures for permafrost before
and after construction. B2Gold comnmtted to including
the Back River energy centre within the Back River

project's thermal nonitoring plan. This technical
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review comrent is considered resol ved.

Techni cal Revi ew Conment Nunber 3 is about
updating terns and conditions in the project
certificate. Crown-Indigenous Rel ati ons and Northern
Affairs Canada reviewed terns and conditions in the
Project Certificate Nunber 7 to determne if any
amendnents are required to reflect the proposed energy
i nfrastructure associated with the proposal.

The departnent recommended that Terns and
Conditions 12 and 13 of the Project Certificate
Nunber 7 be updated to include the nonitoring of energy
i nfrastructure such as wi nd turbine generators and
solar panels if the proposal is recommended to proceed
by the Board. B2CGold indicated it'll be supportive of
the direction chosen by the Board. This technical
review comment i s considered resolved.

Techni cal Revi ew Conment Nunber 4 is about
concerns related to watercourse crossings and the
potential inpacts on freshwater environnent.
Oiginally, the departnent noted that insufficient
I nformati on was provided on the |ocation of three
proposed stream crossings as part of the nodified
proj ect devel opnent area. The absence of this
information limted the ability to assess proposed
mtigation neasures and potential effects fromthe

proj ect on the freshwater environnent.
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The departnent requested that B2Gol d provide a map
identifying | ocations of the three watercourse
crossi ngs and update its managenent plans. B2Gold has
provi ded the nap and has commtted to updating its
managenent plans. This technical review comment is
considered resolved wth this commtnent by B2Col d.

Techni cal Revi ew Conment Nunber 5 is about
confirmation on the direction of water flows.
Crown- I ndi genous Rel ations and Northern Affairs Canada
was seeking clarification on the direction of the Queen
Maud wat ershed water flows. Confirmng the direction
of the water flows was inportant to understand
potential inpacts fromthe project on the receiving
waters in downstream | ocati ons.

B2CGol d provided the information on the direction
of the water flows and commtted to updating the
interimclosure and reclamation plan with accurate fl ow
directions. This technical review coment is
consi dered resolved with this comm tnment by B2Gol d.

Techni cal Revi ew Comment Nunber 6 is about
B2Gol d's site water nonitoring and nmanagenent plan, the
interimclosure, and reclamation plan. B2CGold
indicated that it had devel oped a site water nonitoring
and managenent plan, but this docunent was not nade
avail able for review. The departnent reconmended that

B2CGol d provide the site water nonitoring nanagenent
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pl an, and B2Gol d provided the plan and commtted to
updating it to reflect the Back River energy centre.
This technical review comment is considered resol ved
with this conm tnent by B2Col d.

Techni cal Review Conment Nunber 7 is about the
types of vegetation in the nodified project devel opnent
area that may be inpacted by this project.
Crown- I ndi genous Rel ations and Northern Affairs Canada
recommended that B2Gol d provide information on vascul ar
plants, |ichen species, species of conservation
concern, and an assessnent of potential project inpacts
to these species within the nodified project
devel opnment ar ea.

B2Gol d provided i nformati on on vegetati on species
in the nodified protection devel opnent area and how
potential inpacts to the vegetation were assessed.

This technical review comment is considered resol ved.

Techni cal Revi ew Conment Nunber 8 is about
B2CGol d' s vegetation nonitoring plan. The departnent
noted that B2Gol d's vegetati on nonitoring plan, which
was devel oped before the subm ssion of the fina
envi ronnmental inpact statenent addendumin 2023, was
not nade avail able for review. The depart nent
recommended that B2CGol d update the 2020 vegetation
nmonitoring plan to reflect the Back River energy centre

pr oposal .
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B2Gold commtted to updating the vegetation
nmonitoring plan to reflect the proposal, and this
technical review comment is considered resolved with
this conm tnent.

Techni cal Review Conment Nunber 9 is about how
soils will be managed if they're contam nated with
hydrocarbons at the tinme of closure and reclamation of
the andfarm The departnent identified that the
interimclosure and reclamati on plan did not include a
summary of post-closure contam nants related to
hydr ocar bon contam nati on. The departnent recomended
that B2Gold identify whether nonitoring or renediation
will occur if soils contam nated with hydrocarbons
remain at the tinme of closure and reclamation of the
| andf ar m

B2Gold is committed to reviewing the risk or
acceptability of |eaving hydrocarbon soils in the
| andfarm This technical review comment is considered
resolved wwth the -- this conmtnent by B2CGol d.

Techni cal Revi ew Comment Nunber 10 is about the
managenent of asbestos waste. The departnent was
seeking clarification on how non-fri abl e
asbest os-contai ning materi als woul d be managed, which
was described in B2Gold's landfill and waste nmanagenent
pl an. The departnent reconmmended that B2Gol d update

the landfill and waste managenent plan to reflect the
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Gover nment of Nunavut's guidelines for asbestos and
wast e managenent, which B2Gol d has committed to doi ng.
This technical review comment is considered resol ved
with this conm tnent by B2Col d.

Crown- I ndi genous Rel ati ons and Northern Canada has
identified areas of concern, and B2Gol d has provi ded
the requested information or made commtnents to
address these concerns. B2CGold's responses and
comm tnents have sufficiently addressed the
departnent’'s concerns for the purposes of the Nunavut
| npact Revi ew Board's environnmental assessnent process.

In closing, the departnent appreciates the
opportunity to participate in this assessnent, and
we're | ooking forward to continuing to work with all
parties noving forward.

Quana. Thank you. Merci.

THE CHAI R: Thank you, Crown-Indi genous
Rel ati ons and Northern Affairs Canada.

We now turn to questions fromthe parties starting
wi t h Nunavut Tunngavi k | ncor por at ed.

D. FREDLUND: Quana, |hivautag. Dustin
Fredl und, Nunavut Tunngavi K.

We have no questions at this tinme for Cl RNAC

Thank you.
THE CHAI R Kiti kmeot Inuit Association.
J. EETOOLOCK: Quj annam i k, |hivautaq. Janes
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Eet ool ook.

As of now, we don't have questions at the nonent.

Thank you.
THE CHAI R: Gover nnent of Nunavut.
J. BULLER Thank you, M. Chair.

No questions for the Governnent of Canada on the
presentation. Just a note that the Governnent of
Nunavut has updated its asbestos waste guidelines |ate
| ast year with circulation of that docunent occurring
this year. So just -- I'mnot sure which version you
have avail able, but there would be an update to that.
That shoul d be available within the next nonth or so.
THE CHAI R Governnent of the Northwest
Territories online.

N. NJERERE: Thank you, M. Chair. Nancy
Nj erere here.

W have no questions at this tinme. Thank you.

THE CHAI R: Heal t h Canada.
C. DUTCHAK: Thank you, M. Chair. Cassidy
Dut chak, Heal th Canada.
No questi ons.
THE CHAI R Transport Canada.
S. Kl DD: Good norning, M. Chair.
Scott Kidd for Transport Canada.
| have no questions for Spencer. Thank you.

THE CHAI R B2Col d.
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M KEEFE: Thank you, M. Chair. Merle
Keef e, B2Col d.
No questions. And that's noted on the updated

gui del i nes.

THE CHAI R Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board
staff.
T. ARKO Thank you, M. Chair.

Tara Arko, Nunavut I|npact Review Board staff.

No questions at this tine.
THE CHAI R Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board,
Quy.
Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board Panel Questions
Crown- I ndi genous Rel ations and Northern Affairs Canada
G ALI KUT: Thank you, M. Chair. Thank
you.

Just to get nore clarification from N RB.
Asbest os, about 15 years ago, they stopped using
these -- or we haven't really heard about asbestos.
Can | get nore clarification about -- are they still
using the asbestos up to today?
THE CHAI R Crown- I ndi genous Rel ati ons and

Northern Affairs Canada, Spencer.

S. DEVWAR: Quana, M. Chair. | think it
woul d be nore appropriate -- Spencer from
Crown- | ndi genous -- Spencer Dewar from Crown-I| ndi genous

Rel ati ons and Northern Affairs Canada.
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| think it would be appropriate to defer the use
of asbestos to the -- the proponent and ask B2Gold to

maybe speak to it.

Ma' t na.
THE CHAI R Thank you.
B2Gol d.
M KEEFE: Thank you, M. Chair. Merle

Keefe wth B2CGol d.

The answer to that question is that asbestos is no
| onger used. The | anguage in question wthin our
existing landfill and waste managenent plan is that if
we encounter asbestos on our project site, we wll
manage it, handle it, as per the Governnent of Nunavut
guidelines. So if we encounter asbestos, we have to
handle it per their guidelines. However, we do not
i ntroduce asbestos to the project site.

Thank you. Quana.

THE CHAI R Thank you.

Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board, Quy.

G ALl KUT: Quy Alikut.

Thank -- | have the clarification now Thank you.
That's all | have.
THE CHAI R Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board,
Cat heri ne.
C. EMRI CK: Thank you, M. Chair.

Cat herine Enrick, nmenber of the Nunavut | npact Review
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Boar d.

| just had a question generally around reclamation
I ssues. You have discussed commtnents related to
updating the interimclosure and reclamation pl an.
Were these issues related specifically to the w nd
turbines and the batteries or other energy centre
conponents, or were they sort of nore broadly
applicable to the interimclosure and reclamation plan?

| -- 1 guess a related question is: D d you see
any issues around the energy centre proposal specific
to reclamation and cl osure?

Thank you.

THE CHAI R Thank you.

Crown- | ndi genous, Northern Affairs Canada.

S. DEVWAR: Quana, M. Chair. Spencer
Dewar, Crown-Indi genous Rel ations and Northern Affairs
Canada.

So B2Gold has an interimreclamation plan that's
licenced. | think it's under the Nunavut Water Board.
And it practices progressive reclamation. To ny
understanding, it -- it hasn't been updated to reflect
the wind farnms, and that's sort of the conm tnent that
they'll do with -- with -- wth the -- the update, and
that's why we believe it to be resolved. So we expect
that it'll be updated during the water |icencing

process. But -- but there was no concerns.
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THE CHAI R Nunavut | npact -- oh, sorry.
Go ahead, B2Gol d.
M KEEFE: Thank you, M. Chair. Merle
Keefe, B2Col d.

| just -- just wanted to clarify that the interim
cl osure and reclamation plan was updated to incorporate
the energy centre.

The -- the question for Crown-Indigenous and --
Rel ati ons and Northern Affairs Canada Techni cal Comment
Nunber 9 was about the closure of the |andfarm at the
end of the project life. The interimand -- closure
and reclamation plan, which was revi ewed and approved
during the original final environnmental inpact
statenent, has requirenents set within for how you
close that |andfarm and through the review of the
updated interimand closure reclamation plan,
Crown- I ndi genous and -- Relations and Northern Affairs
Canada had some questions and want to continue
di scussi on on how we cl ose that |andfarm

And we've commtted to having those discussions in
advance of the next update -- or in advance of
providing the final closure and reclamation plan, so
prior to the mne l[ife closing or within the next
amendnent to the Nunavut Water Board Type 'A" water
i cence which Crown-1ndi genous Relations referred to.

So it was updated to include the energy centre.
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However, through that review, they identified wanting
to have sone additional discussions in advance of
actual and final closure specific to the |andfarm

Quana. Thank you.

THE CHAI R Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board,
Cat heri ne.
C. EMRICK: Thank you, M. Chair.

Cat heri ne Enrick, Nunavut |npact Revi ew Board nenber.
Thank you very nuch, Spencer, and for your
responses.
| just wonder, could you just give us just a quick
overvi ew of what the reclamation plan is for the wnd

f arm conponents, the energy centre conponents?

Thank you.
THE CHAI R: B2Col d.
M KEEFE: Thank you, M. Chair. Merle

Keef e, B2Col d.

The interimand -- closure reclamation plan
handl es waste in two main categories: hazardous waste
and non- hazardous waste. So non-hazardous waste, clean
metal, wood, plastic, clean rubbers that any
hydr ocar bons or contam nants have been renoved from
will be land fulfilled and covered and capped wthin
the existing Back-River-project-approved |andfills.
Anyt hi ng hazardous such as oils that are used or | ubes

that are used within the spinning conponents of the
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wi nd turbines have to be renoved and have to be shi pped
off-site to an accredited waste nmanagenent facility.

| think I'lIl leave it at that.

THE CHAI R Thank you.

Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board, thank you.

Moving on to Agenda Item 1.2, | will ask that our
| egal counsel swear or affirmthe next group of
presenters for Health Canada and mark the exhibits so
that we can begin with the presentation.

Ter esa
Procedural Matters by Nunavut | npact Review Board Lega
Counsel
T. MEADOWS: Thank you, M. Chair. Teresa
Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut |npact Review
Boar d.

So if I can have the witness state and spell your
nanme for the record, please.

C. DUTCHAK: Cassi dy Dut chak,
CAS-SI1-DY; Dutchak, DU T-CGH A-K
T. MEADOWS: Does the wtness wish to be

sworn or affirned?

C. DUTCHAK: Affirmed, please.
CASSI DY DUTCHAK, Affirmed
T. MEADOWS: Thank you, M. Chair. Teresa

Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut | npact Review

Boar d.
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So, M. Chair, | have three versions of the
presentation that Health Canada's about to present,
bei ng the English and | nuktitut version, English and
I nui nnaqtun, and English and Dene, and | will mark
those three exhibits as the next exhibits in the public
heari ng.

And that, M. Chair, concludes ny procedural
matters.

EXH BIT 25 - Hard Copy Power Poi nt

Presentation, Back Ri ver Energy Centre,

Heal th Canada's Final Hearing Presentation

(English/Inuktitut)

EXH BIT 26 - Hard Copy Power Poi nt

Presentation, Back River Energy Centre,

Heal th Canada's Final Hearing Presentation

(Engl i sh/ | nui nnaqt un)

EXH BIT 27 - Hard Copy Power Poi nt

Presentati on, Back River Energy Centre,

Heal th Canada's Final Hearing Presentation

(Engl i sh/ Dene)

THE CHAI R Thank you, Teresa.

Heal t h Canada, you may proceed with your

presentati on.
Presentation by Health Canada
C. DUTCHAK: Good norning, M. Chair,

nmenbers of the Board, Elders, residents in the
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audi ence, and all other final hearing participants. On
behal f of Heal th Canada, thank you for the opportunity
to take part in this hearing.

My nane is Cassidy Dutchak, and | am an i npact
assessnent specialist for Health Canada. | wll be
presenting information on the nature of Health Canada's
review and areas of expertise for this project. | am
j oi ned today by ny Heal th Canada col | eague Matt hew
Goncal ves, environnmental assessnent coordi nator.

This slide provides an overview of Health Canada's
presentation. In the next fewmnutes, | will provide
a summary of Health Canada's nmandates in the
envi ronnment al assessnent process, a brief description
of our scope of review, the limtations of our review,
and, finally, the recomendations that Health Canada
shared with the Nunavut | npact Review Board in our
final witten subm ssion.

Heal th Canada is responsi ble for hel ping Canadi ans
mai ntain and i nprove their health. During
envi ronnment al assessnents, Health Canada provides
i nformati on and know edge to the Nunavut | npact Review
Board about the potential inpacts of a project on human
heal th and al so nakes reconmmendati ons to reduce
uncertainty in the project.

In general, Health Canada provi des coments on

whet her the concl usi ons about potential human health
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effects are accurate, scientifically valid and

conpl ete, and whether the proposed mtigation and
nmonitoring prograns to help reduce potential risks to
human heal th are appropriate.

Thr oughout the environnental assessnent of the
project, Health Canada revi ewed sections of the 2023
addendum to the final environnental inpact statenent
rel evant to our expertise as well as the proponent's
responses to Health Canada's comments and questi ons
which it had submtted during the review process.

Heal t h Canada consi dered potential risks to human
health in the followng areas: air quality, noise,
wat er quality, human health risk assessnent, and
country foods.

In its assessnent of the project, Health Canada
consi dered coments fromthe Governnent of Nunavut, the
comunity menbers, and others to informthe
departnent's review, which is provided in our witten
subm ssion and summari zed in the foll ow ng slides.

Heal th Canada's review of the project does not
cover the follow ng considerations: First, Health
Canada does not review or confirmnodelling, and we
assume the results are correct; second, Health Canada
I's not a decision-naker or regulator of this project.
The departnent does not issue any |icences, permts, or

aut hori zations for this project. Finally, Health
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Canada does not offer coments on occupational health
or on the socioeconom c inpacts of this project.

After | ooking at the areas of air, noise, water,
country foods, and human health risk assessnent, Health
Canada submtted two comments to the proponent
regardi ng noi se conpl ai nt managenent and Inuit and
I ndi genous engagenent processes. These comments were
both resolved with additional information provided by
t he proponent.

In the follow ng slides, Health Canada w ||
present its recommendations that were provided to the
Nunavut | npact Review Board. For nore information,
pl ease refer to Health Canada's final witten
subm ssion, which is available on the Board' s registry.

Heal th Canada will now speak to the
reconmendations put forward with respect to noi se.

Noi se | evel s, even those below the threshold for

bi ol ogi cal danage to the ear, can cause potential human
health effects. Noise can, for exanple, negatively

I npact an individual's ability to sl eep, concentrate,
comuni cate, and enjoy the peace and qui et of a natural
ar ea.

As part of this environnental assessnent, Health
Canada reviewed the noise assessnents for scientific
validity and potential risks to human health from

proj ect-rel ated changes in environnental noise.
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Current noise levels before the project extension were
conpared in the assessnent to predicted future noise

|l evel s with the project extension to exam ne how hunman
health may be affected within the project area.

It was noted by the proponent that no human
receptors were identified who woul d be i npacted by
proj ect noise. The proponent has an existing comunity
i nvol venent plan that describes howit wll engage,
communi cate with, and receive feedback fromthe public.
The proponent al so has a stakehol der grievance
mechani smto address noi se-rel ated conpl ai nts.

Based on its review, Health Canada reconnmends to
t he Nunavut | npact Review Board that the proponent
maintain its public conplaint response nmechani sm al ong
with nonitoring and/or mtigation activities in the
event of public conplaints.

Heal th Canada will now speak to the
recommendations put forward with respect to Inuit and
I ndi genous engagenent. The information provided
I ndi cates that the proponent's regional study area is
not currently used for traditional |and-use activities.
However, the proponent acknow edged in their response
to Health Canada -- in response to Health Canada's
I nformati on Request Nunmber 2 that these areas overl ap
with sone historic Inuit hunting areas and travel

routes described in traditional know edge studies
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previ ously conducted for the project.

The proponent detail ed nmethods for nonitoring
access to the site and reporting outcones with the
annual nonitoring report with rationale for forecasted
trends. The proponent conmitted in Term and Condition
Number 80 to continue to nonitor for potential changes
in this area and wll consider updating its adaptive
managenent plans if any substantial trends in
I ncreasing | and use or activity around the Goose
property are noted.

Based on this review, Health Canada recomends to
t he Nunavut | npact Review Board that the proponent
continue nonitoring |land-use activities and undert akes
ongoi ng comruni cation wth traditional |and users and
ot her community nenbers to confirmthat the conclusions
made by the proponent remain current and accurate.

Thi s concl udes our presentation of the issues that
Heal t h Canada rai sed during the environnental
assessnment process.

Thank you for your tine.

THE CHAI R Thank you, Health Canada.

Now we have questions fromthe intervenors on the
presentati on.

Nunavut Tunngavi k | ncor por at ed.

D. FREDLUND: Quana, |hivautaq. Dustin

Fredl und, Nunavut Tunngavi k.
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We have no questions for Health Canada at this
tinme. Quana.
THE CHAI R Kiti knmeot Inuit Association.
J. EETOOLOXK: James Eet ool ook, Kiti kmneot
I nuit Associ ation.

W have no -- we have no -- we have no questions
at the nmonent. Thank you.
THE CHAI R Gover nnment of Nunavut.
J. BULLER: Thank you, M. Chair.
Justin Buller for the Governnent of Nunavut.

We have no questions for Health Canada on this
matter. Thank you.
THE CHAI R Gover nnment of Nort hwest
Territories.
N. NJERERE: Thank you, M. Chair.
Nancy N erere for the Governnent of Northwest
Territories.

We do not have any questions at this tinme. Thank
you.
THE CHAI R Crown- | ndi genous Rel ati ons and
Nort hern Affairs Canada, Spencer.
S. DEWAR Thank you, M. Chair.
Spencer Dewar, Crown-Indi genous Rel ati ons and Northern
Af fairs Canada.

The Governnent of Canada has no questi ons.

THE CHAI R Transport Canada.
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S. Kl DD: Thank you, M. Chair.
Scott Kidd for Transport Canada.

| have no questions for Health Canada.
THE CHAl R B2CGol d.
M KEEFE: Thank you, M. Chair.
Merl e Keefe, B2Col d.

W have no questions.

THE CHAI R Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board
staff.
T. ARKC Tara Arko, Nunavut | npact

Revi ew Board staff.

No questions at this tine.

THE CHAI R Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board,
Quy.

Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board Panel Questions Health
Canada

G ALl KUT: Thank you, M. Chairman.

Quy Alikut, board nmenber for Nunavut |npact Review
Boar d.

This is just a -- a question that | wanted to ask
with regards to country food.

What do you consider -- that -- that you were --
what are you -- what traditional foods were you
referring to? As Inuit, when we nmake cheese, it's the
sane thing. W fernent food.

So what are you -- what are you referring to? |
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follow ny ancestors, the way they used to fernent food.

It's a delicacy for us. So can you el aborate on what

you think -- what you were referring to as country
f ood?

THE CHAI R: Heal t h Canada.

C. DUTCHAK: Thank you.

Heal th Canada's expertise for country foods isn't
sayi ng what could be considered country foods. |Its
concern is how to nmake sure that when people are
harvesting and taking care of their famlies and
feeding themthat they could foll ow neasures to nake
sure that contam nants aren't entering the food chain
such as through projects that woul d put people at risk
from harvesting and suffering i npacts due to food chain

cont am nant s.

THE CHAI R Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board,
Quy.
G ALl KUT: Yes. Thank you. QGuy Alikut,

NI RB board nenber.
| didn't really get your -- your -- your
expl anation, but that's good enough for now

Thank you, M. Chairnan.

THE CHAI R Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board,
Phillip.

P. KADLUN: Thank you, M. Chairnman.
Phillip Kadlun, Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board.
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On your reference to people no |onger harvesting
the herd, people today still harvest that herd. The
peopl e of Kugl uktuk al so share -- hunt that herd. And
the other Dene groups as well.

But the nost inportant thing is the caribou are
mgrating to their nost sensitive area where -- where
the herd will spend tine. They are heading to -- I|ike
| said, they're heading to their calving ground, which

Is of utnost inportance for the continuation of the

herd. 1'd like to get sone clarity on why there is no
harvest -- reference to harvesting this norning and
yest er day.

Quana, | hivaut aq.
THE CHAI R Heal t h Canada.
C. DUTCHAK: Thank you, M. Chair.

Wth reference to harvesting, Health Canada | ooked
at the regional study area provided by B2Gold to see if
harvesti ng was bei ng conducted in the area close to the
project. So our study was based on reported hunter
i nteractions by B2Gold. B2Gold was not reporting any
hunters in the area, so we were not |ooking at effects
of the caribou herd in -- overall, just in the area of
t he project.

THE CHAI R Thank you. W have a
foll owup answer.

B2Col d.
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M KEEFE: Thank you, M. Chair.
Merl e Keefe, B2Col d.

| just wanted to add sone additional clarity to
that response. |In the |large anounts of traditional
know edge that was shared with us as well as western
science, it showed that the area where the Back River
project is and where the wind turbines will be |ocated
I f approved are an area that have not been used or are
not key areas that have been used traditionally for
hunting or harvesting; however, we fully recognize that
they have -- the areas have been used in the past for
hunti ng and harvesting and that they can be used goi ng
forward for hunting and harvesting, and we fully
respect and appreciate that.

The comments and the information that has been
shared with us is that the specific area of the
Back River project is not a key area for hunting and
harvesting, but it absolutely has been used in the past
and can be used goi ng forward.

Thank you. Quana.

THE CHAI R Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board,
Phillip.
P. KADLUN: Quana, | hivaut aq.
Phillip Kadlun, Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board.
That's all | have.
THE CHAI R Thank you, Health Canada.
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Before we go to the next -- next item we'll take

a 15-m nute break. 10: 35.

( ADJ OURNVENT)
THE CHAI R Thank you, everyone. Wl cone
back.

Moving on to Item1.3. | will ask |Iegal counsel

to swear or affirmthe next group of presenters for
Transport Canada's presentation and mark exhibits so
that we can begin with the presentation.

Ter esa
Procedural Matters by Nunavut |npact Review
Board Legal Counsel
T. MEADOWS: Thank you, M. Chair. Teresa
Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut |npact Review
Boar d.

So if I can have the witness state and spell his

nanme for the record, please.

S. KI DD Scott Kidd. Scott, SSCOT-T,;
Kidd, K-1-D-D. And I'Il affirm
T. MEADONS: Thank you. So efficient.

Teresa Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut | npact
Revi ew Boar d.

SCOTT KI DD, Affirned

T. NEADOWG: Thank you, M. Chair.
Teresa Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut | npact

Revi ew Boar d.
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So, M. Chair, | have presentation materials from
Transport Canada, and it is in one version, English,
I nuktitut, and Inuinnaqtun. And | will mark that as
the next exhibit in the public hearing. And those are
all ny procedural matters, M. Chair.

EXH BIT 28 - Hard Copy Power Poi nt

Presentation, Final Hearing comments,

Reconsi derati on of Sabi na/B2CGol d’ s “Back

Ri ver Energy Centre” Project Proposal

(Engl i sh/ 1 nuktitut/Inuinnaqgtun)
THE CHAI R Thank you, Teresa.

Transport Canada, presentation.
Presentation by Transport Canada
S. Kl DD: Thank you, M. Chair.

Good norning. My nanme is Scott Kidd. I'ma
regi onal environnental advisor with Transport Canada's
prairie and northern region. M office is in Wnnipeg.

Thank you to the Nunavut | npact Review Board for
gi ving Transport Canada the chance to go over our final
comments on the board's reconsideration of B2Gol d's
Back Ri ver energy centre project proposal.

Pl ease note that each slide will be repeated. The
first slides are in English, Inuktitut, and
| nui nnagtun. The second slides wll be in English,
Dene, and French. Copies of Transport Canada's slides

and presentation are available at the back of the room
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Transport Canada enforces a nunber of
transportation laws and rules that apply to the
original Back River mne project and its marine | aydown
area. These | aws include the Canada Shi pping Act, the
Canadi an Navi gabl e Waters Act, and the Canadi an
Avi ati on Reqgul ati ons.

Wen it cones to the energy centre proposal,

Transport Canada's role is to make sure the w nd

turbines and -- and solar array follow the rules of the
Canadi an Avi ation Regul ations. The -- these
regul ations are sonetines called the "CARs". Anong

ot her things, the Canadi an Avi ati on Regul ati ons
protects aircraft fromstructures that are above a
certain height |ike wi nd turbines.

Sabina -- or B2Gold is required to send an
aeronauti cal assessnent formto Transport Canada so we
can assess the turbines and their construction plans
before they are built to make sure the turbines will be
easily seen by aircraft in the area.

Pilots need to be aware of structures |like the
wi nd turbines so they will have tine to see and avoi d
them B2Gold has commtted to submtting an
aeronautical assessnent formto Transport Canada before
constructing the turbines.

B2Gol d al so commtted to follow the rules for how

the wind turbines have to be lighted and marked. The
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Canadi an Avi ation Regul ations require that w nd
turbi nes be marked using red flashing lights. This is
the col our that pilots know.

Moving on to the solar array. The Canadi an
Avi ation Regul ations do not allow gl are near aerodrones
like the mne's airstrip. Reflections or glare from
sol ar panels can be a problemfor pilots because it can
affect their ability to see during takeoff and
| andi ngs. Because of this, Transport Canada has
encouraged B2Gold to do a glare analysis study to find
ways to mnimze glare fromthe sol ar panels.

| want to note that Transport Canada did not raise
this issue in our earlier technical coments; however,
since then, B2Gold has told Transport Canada they are
having this glare anal ysis study conpl et ed.

This ends ny presentation. Transport Canada
appreci ates the chance to take part in this assessnent
process and | ooks forward to tal king nore with other
participants.

Thank you for listening and thank you to
Canbri dge Bay for hosting this hearing.

THE CHAI R Thank you, Transport Canada,
for your presentation.

Now questions fromthe intervenors.

Nunavut Tunngavi k | ncor por at ed.

D. FREDLUND: Quana, |hivautag. There's no
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gquestions at this tine from-- Dustin Fredl und, Nunavut
Tunngavi k.

There's no questions at this tinme for Transport
Canada. Quana.
THE CHAI R Kiti kmeot Inuit Association.
J. EETOOLOCK: As of now we don't have
questions for Transport Canada. W don't have any
questions. Qujannami K.
THE CHAl R Gover nment of Nunavut.
J. BULLER Thank you, M. Chair.
Justin Buller for the Governnent of Nunavut.

| have no questions for Transport Canada on their
presentation. Thank you.
THE CHAI R Gover nment of the Northwest
Territories online.
N. NJERERE: Thank you, M. Chair.
Nancy Njerere for the Governnent of Northwest
Territories.

We have no questions. Thank you.
THE CHAI R Crown- | ndi genous Rel ati ons and
Nort hern Affairs Canada.
S. DEWAR: Quana, M. Chair.
Spencer Dewar, Crown-Indi genous Rel ati ons and Northern
Af fairs Canada.

No questi ons.

THE CHAI R Heal t h Canada.
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C. DUTCHAK: Thank you, M. Chair.
Cassi dy Dutchak, Health Canada.

No questi ons.
THE CHAl R B2CGol d.
M KEEFE: Thank you, M. Chair.
Merl e Keefe, B2Col d.

W have no questions.

THE CHAI R Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board
staff.
T. ARKC Tara Arko, Nunavut | npact

Revi ew Board staff.

No questions at this tine.

THE CHAI R Thank you, Transport Canada,
for your presentation.

Moving on to Agenda Item Nunber 2, deferred
response to questions fromtechnical sessions and
procedural matters.

Ter esa.

Procedural Matters by Nunavut |npact Review

Board Legal Counsel

T. MEADOWS: Thank you, M. Chair. Teresa
Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut | npact Review
Boar d.

So, M. Chair, we have no outstandi ng deferred
responses to questions that we've recorded so far over

the | ast day and a hal f; however, we do have sone
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di scussion of a filing of commtnents that have been
made t hroughout this proceeding imediately in advance
of the public hearing and that have not al ready been
filed with the Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board.

So, if I can, | would like to turn the m crophone
over to B2Gold to wal k us through what they're
proposing to file in terms of an updated comm t nents
list, and then we'll go around the table for the
parties who are in that list to confirmthat they are
satisfied wth the commtnents that have been prepared.

Thank you, M. Chair.

THE CHAI R Thank you, Teresa.
B2CGol d.
M KEEFE: Thank you, M. Chair.

Merl e Keefe, B2Col d.

As Teresa nentions, B2CGold provided a technical
revi ew comment status and conmtnent list to the
Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board and copi ed the applicable
I ntervenors when providing it.

This list is essentially the sane list that was
provided at the end of the Cctober prehearing
conference. There were sone m nor changes to the
commtnent list specific to several of Canadi an
I ndi genous rel ations and Northern Affairs commtnents
just as it relates to the tineline of providing the

requested information or the information detailed in
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the commtnent |ist.

As a bit of an oversight, the commtnent |ist
provided in Cctober referenced a date to provide
information as part of this year's annual report
specific to the energy centre. That tineline will cone
prior to the approval of this project, if approved. So
the tineline has been revised to now state that that
information wll be provided 90 days after approval of
the mnister, again, if approved.

And that summari zes the changes in the conm tnent
list since it was |ast provided during the Cctober
preheari ng conference.

Thank you. Quana.

THE CHAI R Thank you.
Ter esa.
T. MEADONG: Thank you, M. Chair

I s ny understanding correct that all of the
parties who have been listed on the commtnents |ist
are aware of the updated docunent and have had an
opportunity to ook at it?

THE CHAI R: B2Gol d.
M KEEFE: Thank you, M. Chair.
Merl e Keefe, B2CGol d.

That is indeed ny understandi ng; however, | wll

| ook to ny coll eagues around the roomto confirm

Thank you.
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THE CHAl R Ter esa
T. MEADOWS: Teresa Meadows, |egal counse
for the Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board.

M. Chair, if you would be so kind as to poll the
parties. W'Ill -- we'll go around the table in order
and -- and just confirmw th themthat they have
recei ved a copy of the updated commtnents |ist and
that they have no objections to that being filed as the
next exhibit in the public hearing. Thank you,

M. Chair.
THE CHAI R Thank you, Teresa.

Nunavut Tunngavi k | ncor por at ed.

D. FREDLUND: Quana, | hivaut aq.

To ny know edge -- Nunavut Tunngavi k | ncor por at ed,
Dustin Fredl und.

To nmy know edge, we don't have an updated

commtnents list from Nunavut Tunngavi k to be invol ved
in this discussion. Quana.
THE CHAI R Kiti kmeot Inuit Association.
J. ROESCH: This is John Roesch for the
Kiti kmeot Inuit Association.

We have received the updated |ist.

THE CHAl R Gover nment of Nunavut.
J. BULLER: Thank you, M. Chair.
Justin Buller for the Governnent of Nunavut.

W' ve received the updated commtnents list, and
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it reflects our understandi ng of the comm tnents made
for the GN commtnents. Thank you.

THE CHAI R Gover nment of Nort hwest
Territories.

N. NJERERE: Thank you, M. Chair.

Nancy N erere for Governnment of Northwest Territories.

Yes, we did receive the updated conmtnent, and it

Is reflected of -- reflective of what we agreed. Thank
you.

THE CHAI R Ter esa

T. MEADOWS: Thank you, M. Chair. Teresa

Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut I|npact Review
Boar d.

So I'"'mgoing to take it that the parties who have
confirnmed that they have received it that they -- that
the commtnents list is -- reflects what they have
agreed to, that they also have no objections to us
filing that updated commtnents |ist as an exhibit.

So, John, if we can get your confirmation on the record
pl ease.

J. ROCESCH: Yes. This is John Roesch for
the Kitiknmeot |Inuit Association.

Yes, we are satisfied, and we confirmthe
comm t ment s.

T. NEADOWS: Thank you, M. Chair.

Teresa Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut
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| npact Revi ew Boar d.

And the Governnent of Nunavut as well.
J. BULLER Justin Buller for the
Gover nment of Nunavut.

Yes, that is accurate, and we have no objections
to filing that docunent. Thank you.
THE CHAI R Crown- I ndi genous Rel ati ons and
Northern Affairs Canada.
S. DEWAR: Quana, M. Chair.
Spencer Dewar, Crown-Indi genous Rel ati ons and Northern
Af fairs Canada.

So we believe the list to be -- the list is
accurate, and we -- and we support it being filed.

| can al so speak on behalf of ny coll eagues at the
Departnment of Fisheries and Cceans and Environnent and
Cimate Change Canada, and they -- they see it the sane
way. Quana.
THE CHAI R: Heal t h Canada.
C. DUTCHAK: Thank you, M. Chair.
Cassi dy Dutchak, Health Canada.

We're in agreenent and have no issues.
THE CHAI R Transport Canada.
S. Kl DD: Thank you, M. Chair.
Scott Kidd for Transport Canada.

Yeah. We're in agreenent with the |ist and have

no issues with it. Thank you.
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THE CHAl R Ter esa

T. MEADOWS: Thank you, M. Chair.
Teresa Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut | npact
Revi ew Boar d.

So for everyone here, the Board will make sure
that we have received the nost up-to-date list. That
list will be circulated, and it will be on the public
registry, and it wll be marked as the next exhibit in
the public hearing.

And, M. Chair, subject to any notions or other
procedural nmatters that any of the parties would |ike
to raise at this point, that concludes ny procedura
matters that | amaware of, M. Chair
THE CHAI R Thank you, Teresa.

That concl udes the technical session of this
public hearing. W wll now take a quick break over
| unch, and the intervenors around the table will nove
back into the seats in the audi ence, and the designated
community representatives fromthe Kitikneot
communities will nove up to join the board around the
tabl e.

We'l|l take an early lunch break, be back at
1:00 -- or 1:15. 1:15. Thank you.

( PROCEEDI NGS ADJOURNED UNTIL 1:15 PM
( PROCEEDI NGS RECOMMENCED AT 1:15 PM
Communi ty Roundt abl e
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THE CHAI R Wl cone back, everybody. W
wi |l now begin the community roundtable portion of the
public hearing. The comunity roundtable is focused on
hearing fromthe designated community representatives
who have cone to Canbridge Bay to hear about the

Back River energy centre proposal and to share their
know edge, views, questions, concerns, and issues with
t he Board about the proposal.

In addition to the questions and conmments fromthe
community representatives here at the table, we wl|l
al so continue to invite questions fromthe public in
Canbri dge Bay.

For the nenbers of the public who want to ask
guestions to the proponent or intervenors, please
provi de your name to the NIRB staff at the table as you
enter the room and they will let ne know you woul d
li ke to speak.

W will -- we will do our best to hear from
everyone who wants to speak, but please be patient with
us as we work through our speaking order.

I f you don't have questions but would like to
provide a statenment for the Board's consideration,
pl ease al so speak with our staff. There are many ways
to share your know edge and perspective wth the Board,
and our staff will assist you in making sure that

happens.
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W wi Il now proceed wth the comunity roundtabl e,
Agenda Item Nunber 3, summary presentation by the
pr oponent .

Foll owi ng the presentation from B2Gol d, comrunity
representatives fromthe communities and the nenbers of
t he general public here in the hall wll have an
opportunity to question B2Gold and any of the
regi stered intervenors who we heard fromduring the
techni cal session.

If you are not sure who to direct your questions
and comments to, | may direct your question to the
I ntervenor who nay be able to provide you with answers.

| wll ask that our |egal counsel mark the
exhibits so that we can begin with the presentation.

Ter esa.

Procedural Matters by Nunavut |npact Review

Board Legal Counsel

T. MEADOWS: Thank you, M. Chair.
Teresa Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut | npact
Revi ew Boar d.

So it's ny understanding, Merle, there isn't a
separate presentation for this, so there is not an
addi tional exhibit that needs to be marked, and it's
al so ny understanding that there are no additiona
W t nesses that need to be sworn in to do this

present ati on.
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So wth that, M. Chair, those are ny procedural
matters conpl et ed.

THE CHAI R Thank you, Teresa.

Presentati on by the proponent, introduction and
overvi ew of the project. B2Gold.

Presentati on by B2Gol d Corporation (B2Gol d Nunavut
Energy Centre Overvi ew Presentati on)

M KEEFE: Thank you, M. Chair.
Merl e Keefe with B2CGol d.

In April of last year, 2023, B2Gold acquired
Sabi na and are now the owners and operators of the
Back River project. B2Gold is an international senior
gol d producer headquartered in Canada in Vancouver.
The sane comm tnents that Sabi na nmade, the inportance
of environnmental stewardship and comrunity and I nuit
engagenent, remain the sane.

On the screen in front of you, you'll see a nap of
| ocations of other operating mnes that B2Gol d owns.
In the very centre we have the Fekola M ne, we have
Ojikoto Mne in Nam bia, and the Masbate project in
t he Phili ppines.

As | nentioned, B2CGol d headquarters are |ocated in
Canada i n Vancouver. And, of course, the Back R ver
project is |ocated approxinmately 400 kil onetres south
of us here in Canbridge Bay. The Back Ri ver project

is, just to -- just to clarify, not to be confused with
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the headwaters of the Back River which is | ocated cl ose
to G oa Haven.

The Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board approved the
Back River project in 2017, and we signed the franmework
agreenent with the Kitikmeot Inuit Association in Apri
of 2018. W are currently anticipating a 15-year m ne
life with benefits to Inuit throughout the mne life
i ncluding jobs and contracts with Inuit businesses.

We are also very proud of the strong caribou
protection neasures that we have devel oped t hrough our
conmmuni ty engagenent over the years, and particularly
in partnership with the Kitikneot Inuit Association.

These are many of the areas you'll see on the
screen in front of you, environnental or social, that
we have studi ed and addressed at the Back Ri ver project
and have ongoing nonitoring efforts and nmanagenent
pl ans for.

That said, we are commtted to continuing to
I nprove, and that's one of the reasons we have brought
forward the renewabl e energy project.

Wiy renewabl e energy? Wnd and sol ar power are
proven energy sources. Diavik has a wind farmand is
installing solar, and the Hope Bay project here in the
Kiti kmeot includes approved wind turbines inits
project certificate.

Qur studi es which have been ongoing since 2019
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show that we have a world-class wi nd resource right
besi de our Goose mine. W have al so considered
traditional know edge and community feedback as well as
western sci ence when choosing the |ocation of the w nd
turbine, which, fromthe information that was shared
wi th us and our observations, is an area of infrequent
caribou use as well as harvesting and hunti ng.

There are many environnental benefits to
I ntroduci ng renewabl e energy at our project on the
screen in front of us including reducing wnter ice

road traffic and di esel consunption. Wth having to

burn |l ess diesel, we'll also have to handl e | ess
di esel, which will reduce the risk of spills. The
slide doesn't want to change. I'Il try now. There we

go. Thank you.

In ternms of a project schedule or a tineline, if
approved, this tineline was the original tinmeline with
the application when we submtted it. This tineline
has shifted wth working through this process, the
Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board process, as well as the
acqui sition of Sabina by B2Gol d, and we're
realistically not | ooking at nobilization for a few
years.

How do wi nd turbines work? W' ve been engagi ng
communities since 2019 on this project, and one of --

this is one of the questions that we would get a |ot.
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Wnd turbines work by capturing kinetic energy, so
capturing the energy that's created when those turbines
are spinni ng.

They spin simlar to an airplane. The w nd
causes -- passing over the wind turbine causes |ift, it
creates that energy to turn the turbine, and that
kinetic energy is captured and converted to power.

In terns of the wind generation facility, it wll
consist of up to 13 w nd turbines, each with a power
capacity between 4 and 4.5 negawatts, so a total power
capacity of approxinmately 55 negawatts.

So what does that nean? Essentially if the w nd
is blowing and the turbines are turning, there will be
enough el ectricity generated that we can turn the
generators off at our mne site.

The sol ar panel array is approximately 200 to
400 netres on an aggregate pad, a rock pad, and we may
al so place sol ar panels on top of existing buildings at
site. There wll also be a battery energy storage
system the sane batteries that we have in our | aptops
or our cell phones, except there will be nore of them
They' Il be stored wthin sea cans, ten sea cans, again,
on an aggregate or rock pad.

To transfer the electricity fromthe turbines to
the batteries, we will have transm ssion lines. They

will run al ongsi de our roads, our existing roads. They

Dicta Court Reporting Inc.
403-531-0590




261

© 00 N oo o B~ W DN P

N DN D N DD DNN P P PP PR, PRk
o o A W DN P O © 00 N o 0o AW DN O

will be covered wwth -- with rock or aggregate. And,
as | nmentioned, we wll use, to the greatest extent
possi bl e, the existing roads that are at the m ne.

This is a map or a site layout of both the Goose
m ne and where the wind turbines will be located if
approved. Everything within the red polygon is the
mne infrastructure. So an airstrip here, a canp here.
Again, this is within the approved m ne.

In terns of the Back River energy centre and what
we're here to discuss today, you'll see two green
| ocations. This is where we plan to construct the
13 wind turbines. There wll be roads connecting those
turbines to the mning roads with the transni ssion
lines laid along the road connecting to the batteries
which will be directly adjacent to the existing mning
I nfrastructure.

Agai n, we have been communicating with communities
and regul ators, including the Nunavut |npact Review
Board, since 2019, alnost five years now. \WWat we
heard a | ot was, Provide visuals. Provide graphics to
hel p explain and understand the wind turbines. This is
one of the graphics that we've created, and -- and
there are sone posters hangi ng on the back.

This shows what | expl ained. The aggregate road
connecting the mne with the wnd turbines. The

transm ssion lines you can't see because they're
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runni ng al ongsi de the road and buried, connecting to
sea cans which house the batteries. The turbines are
spaced approxi mately 500 netres apart.

Again, on the thene of providing visual aid, we've
created an artistic inpression of what the turbines
woul d | ook Iike. W've provided four inmges. One --
['"'mnot sure if anyone's been to the Goose exploration
canp, but if you were standing in the canp, what woul d
you see; if you were standing at the end of the
airstrip, what would you see; if you were standi ng near
t he goose head or beak of (Goose Lake, what woul d you
see: and then the fourth is fromwhat we call Chair
Lake, and it's the closest to the turbines.

As you can see in this first imge, if you're
standing within the canp, which is approxinately
5 kilonmetres away fromthe wi nd turbines, you can --
you can just see the tip of the turbines over the
hori zon.

Simlarly, if you were standing at the southern
end of the airstrip, you would, again, just be able to
see the tip of the turbines on the horizon. This third
image is taken froma hundred netres in the air froma
helicopter. So this is not what you would see if you
were standi ng on the Tundra; however, you can see the
turbine array in the -- oh, sorry -- the turbine array

in the background. It's also inportant to note that
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there will be mning infrastructure devel oped here as
wel | .

And the last artistic inpression is from
approxi mately 2 kilonmetres away and is the cl osest we
have of the w nd turbines.

One of the questions that we got a |lot was -- when
we were doi ng our engagenent was how noi sy are w nd
turbines. Wat we've provided in the top-right corner
Is a conparison of noise levels. So at the very top at
100 deci bel s you have a helicopter, so very noisy. At
76 deci bel s, you have the Canbridge Bay generator. At
70 deci bels, you have a wi ndy day on the tundra.

Bet ween 50 and 60 decibels is a pickup truck. And at
48 decibels is the wind turbines.

So if you were standing 50 netres away fromthe

wind turbine, it would sound a little bit quieter than

standing 10 netres away froma pickup truck. So not

very noisy. |If you were 2 kilonetres away fromthe
wi nd turbines, that's 30 decibels. It would sound |ike
a whi sper.

In ternms of a height conparison, we have the
tallest building in Yellowknife, Centre Square, and we
have the Canbridge Bay LORAN tower, which | understand
Is not standing -- still standing but was a prom nent
| andmark here for sonme tinme. The w nd turbines would

essentially be, in terns of height, in between those
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two buil dings or structures.

As previously nmentioned in terns of benefits, the
energy centre will reduce the anount of trucking and
shipping to the project site and will reduce the anpunt
of fuel and greenhouse gas em ssions that the project
creates.

Thr oughout the conmunity engagenent and the
regul ator engagenent, the two coments that we heard
the nost related to caribou and birds. Wat have we
done about those? W have created and continue to work
jointly with the Governnent of Nunavut and the
Kiti kmeot I nuit Association on protection neasures for
both cari bou and birds, and we are happy to report to
you that, with our conmtnents, the Kitiknmeot I|nuit
Associ ation, the federal governnent participants, and
the Governnent of Nunavut have all confirnmed that their
techni cal issues are resol ved.

In terms of community engagenent, it's sonething
that we take very seriously and are very proud of at
B2Gol d. Specific to the energy centre since 2019,
we' ve had seven public neetings, ten engagenents wth
el ders groups or representatives of Bay Chino and
Bat hurst Inlet, hanml et representatives, and, of course,
hunters and trappers organi zati ons.

W' ve established an Inuit environnmental advisory

commttee, -- it's a requirenment of our Inuit |npact
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Benefit Agreenent and the project certificate -- that
consi sts of seven Kitikmeot Inuit nenbers, including
el ders, |and users, youth, and wonen. On the picture
on the top left, you can -- you can see them at our
project site.

In July they cane to our site and conpleted a site
tour. That's what the picture shows. And we di scussed
the renewabl e energy proposal as well as other
envi ronnment al managenent systens at our site. And as a
result, we received a letter of support fromthat
commttee to the Nunavut | npact Review Board in support
of the energy centre.

W have currently, or at the end of Decenber,
118 Inuit enployees at the Back River project. It's a
nunber we're very proud of. W spent over 49 mllion
in taxes to governnents and 122 mllion on
Kitiknmeot-qualified business. Throughout the review of
the energy centre application, we received many
I nformation requests and technical comments from
reviewers. This slide gives you a sense of where nost
of the information requests received cane from a |arge
nunber fromthe Governnent of Nunavut, and |I'm happy to
report that there are no information requests
out st andi ng.

This slide gives you a sense of where nost of the

technical comments we received cane from W had a
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total of 43, largely fromthe Kitikneot I|nuit
Associ ati on and Crown-1ndi genous Rel ati ons and Northern
Affairs Canada.

M KEEFE: Largely fromthe Kitikmeot
Inuit Association and Crown-I ndi genous Rel ations and
Nort hern Affairs Canada.

Al'l of these technical comments and information
requests have been resolved with the Kitiknmeot |nuit
Associ ation, the Governnment of Nunavut, and the federal
famly, as well as the Governnment of Northwest
Territories. And we certainly appreciate everyone's
dedi cation and willingness to work together, and I
think the energy centre is and -- and will be better
because of it.

As nmentioned previously, this slide shows that the
primary focus of nost of the questions were centred on
birds and bird habitat as well as terrestrial wildlife
and caribou. In terns of the comments that we did
receive, due to the large nunber, | won't explain every
one of them but | will try to give a summary.

On birds and bird habitat, questions were raised
about nortality surveys and nonitoring during foggy
conditions. W have resolved themthrough additional
commtnents, to conplete additional surveys for fog and
nortality above and beyond what is required within

exi sting Environnent Canada guidelines. So we're
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proposing to do sanpling above and beyond what is
wi t hin the guidelines.

On caribou and terrestrial wildlife, questions
were rai sed about caribou nonitoring, triggers for
shut down neasures, and behavi our nonitoring of their
response, how do they respond? And we have resol ved
those through working with the nenbers of our cari bou
techni cal advisory group and have jointly agreed on
nmonitoring and mtigati on neasures in advance of the
energy centre construction.

On the description of project, questions were
rai sed about the neteorol ogical towers, so the weather
stations, and whether or not they woul d have guy-w res,
the spacing of the turbines, the distance in between
them and lighting. W have resol ved them by
commtting to and preferentially selecting unguyed
towers, if possible, and, if not, guy-wires will be
marked to increase visibility for birds.

We have conmtted to spaci ng the base of the
turbines by approximately 500 netres apart to allow for
bird mgration between, and we're having di scussions
and wi |l have discussions with Transport Canada and the
Kiti knmeot Inuit Association on lighting shielding that
can be utilized.

In ternms of the atnospheric environnent and

climate change, the introdution -- introduction --
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sorry -- of renewable energy will positively inpact the
em ssions that the project generates. Once final

engi neering is conplete, we've commtted to Environnent
Canada to update our greenhouse gas em ssion nunbers.

In terms of geotechnical comments, we have nade
comm tnments to conduct and conpl ete geotechnica
i nvestigations in advance of construction, so
under standi ng the base that -- that these w nd turbines
wi |l be constructed on, and to install thernal
noni tori ng equi pnent and ground tenperature cables to
understand the thermal regine -- or -- or the
permaf rost conditi ons under the w nd turbines
t hroughout their operation.

The Back River project has a vegetation nonitoring
programthat nonitors for inpacts to vegetation either
at the marine | aydown area, at the Goose mne site, or
along the winter ice road, and we've also conmtted to
i ncl uding the renewabl e energy centre, if approved,
wi thin that vegetation nonitoring program

That is a summary of the technical coments that
we have received and how we've addressed themand is
the end of ny introduction and overvi ew presentation.

Thank you. Quana.

THE CHAI R Thank you. Thank you, B2CGol d.

Now we have questions about the presentation.

We'll go by order.
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Kugaar uk.

Questions by Cormunity Representatives for Kugaaruk
( Roundt abl e)

B. | MM NGARK: Thank you, M. Chairman.
Bar naby | mm ngar k, Kugaar uk.

Thanks for inviting us, our community, N RB, and
t hanks for your presentations for B2Gold gold m ne.
|'ve got a question about the turbines.

A lot of us older people, we were presented netric
| ater on, so we know nore about feet, mles. W still
use themtoday, |ike, even though we -- we set our
snownobi l es or ATVs to kilonetres per hour, but we
still -- we still prefer mles or feet.

So | was doing a bit of honework the past two
days, and, like, for the wind turbines, the heights
are, like, 111 netres, so | calculated that to
244.2 feet, if |I'"'mcorrect. And also for the total of
height with the blade, it's 180 netres with the tower,
and then converted to feet is 396 feet. So that's
fairly high.

And as the bl ades rotate -- like, the materials, |
believe, are very snooth to mnimze friction on the
wind to catch the -- the energy. So due to that, when
there's sunlight, there will be light reflections on
the blades. In that distance, you guys say

4 Kkilonetres, but for animals that can see further
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di stances, especially light flashing off that rotor
blade -- so it will make -- nmake fl ashes, especially on
sunny days. |I'mestimating | could spot it at 10,

20 kilometres as that light is reflecting.

So that's ny concern about the height of the
bl ades. Like -- like | say, a lot of us know nore
about feet and mles, soif I'mcorrect, that -- that's
what | cal cul at ed.

And ny other question -- or should | stop there
and ask for another question?

THE CHAI R B2CGol d.
M KEEFE: Thank you, M. Chair. Merle
Keefe, B2Col d.

And thank you, Barnaby, for your questions. W
understand that these turbines wll be sone of the
tallest structures in the area, but they are going to
be right -- built right beside our -- our mne. |It's
an area that -- it has -- it already has m ning
infrastructure. W certainly believe that by buil ding
these turbines we will | essen the environnental i npact
on the project.

In terns of the -- the -- the -- the shadow and
the flicker which you nentioned, there have been |ots
of studies conpleted in the south where there are
t housands of wi nd turbines that are constructed and

operating. The shadow -- the shadow flicker happens
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when the -- the sun is behind the wnd turbine. It
typically extends out to ten tinmes the width of the
turbine blade. That woul d be approxi mately

1.4 kilonetres fromour project |ocation, and B2CGol d
has commtted to shutting turbines down if 25 cari bou
are wwthin 2 kilonetres of the turbines.

Thank you. Quana.

THE CHAI R: Kugaar uk.

B. | MM NGARK: Thank you, M. Chairman.
Yes. Being said that -- tal king about shutting

down, |'ve got two questions on that one. Like, how

l ong would it take to shut down a turbine blade, and

then how long will it take to start up again? And al so
when you have it on, whether -- if it's w ndy, that
blade is still going to be vibrating. So that's a

sound concern | have too, even though if you shut down

t he bl ades.
| still have a few nore questions.
THE CHAI R B2Gol d.
M KEEFE: Thank you, M. Chair. Merle

Keefe, B2Col d.

And t hank you again, Barnaby. | think there
was -- there was two questions there in terns of how
qui ck can they shut down, and the answer is -- is
instant. There is -- there will be a control room at

the mne site with a button -- essentially, a big red
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button that we wll hit, and the turbines wll stop
al nost i medi ately.

In terns of after they're stopped and -- and
rotating, the equi pnment has nechani sns installed so
that can't happen, so that if there is bad weather --
these -- these -- these are pieces of equipnent that
the balance is very inportant, and if they're not
operating, then they are |locked in place so that they
cannot spin or rotate.

Thank you. Quana.

THE CHAI R Kugaar uk.
B. | MM NGARK: Thank you, M. Chairman. (NO
ENGLI SH FEED) HTO chair.

Anot her question about the -- you tal k about
nmegawatts. A lot of us, we know voltage, anps, and
ohns, and then you say you have about 4 to
4.5 nmegawatts of power of a turbine, and 1 kil owatt
equal s 1,000 volts. So you' ve got -- you're generating
about 4,000 to 4,500 volts.

So the reason why I'mbringing this up is just
that -- it's for the -- we -- us have better idea how
much power is going instead of about negawatts, and I
wasn't too sure about ny cal cul ati on about the anps.
If | done it right -- | could be wong on this one,
so at 4 kilowatts -- no. At -- 1 kilowatt is

6.014 anps, if I'"'mcorrect. So calculate that by 4;
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we'll get about 24 anps at 4 negawatts. So if |I'm
wrong, correct me, please.

So -- and the other one is, when you run a | ong
line, like, for your instance, your transm ssion |ines,
the | onger they are, you start to | ose power. So
within that 5 to 7 kilonetres, |ike, how nuch power are

you |l osing fromthe turbines to your mne site?

| still have a few nore questions after that.
THE CHAI R: B2CGol d.
M KEEFE: Thank you, M. Chair. Merle

Keefe wth B2CGol d.

And thank you, Barnaby. |In terns of the -- the
power generated by the wind turbines, you re correct,
4 to 4.5 negawatts, and there are a thousand kilowatts
within 1 nmegawatt. For conparison, conmunities such as
Canbri dge Bay woul d have a total power requirenent of
approximately 1.8 to 2.6 nmegawatts for -- just for
conpari son.

You spoke about the power |loss within the
transm ssion lines, and you are correct. That is --
that does occur, but it is very small. It's
approximately 1 percent of the power that you generate
Is lost, and you have -- you install wthin your
generators a transformer to step that power from what
the wind turbines create into what your -- your project

or mne site needs. So it accounts for that 10oss in
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t hat process.

| hope | have answered your question, Barnaby.

Thank you.
THE CHAI R Kugaar uk.
B. | MM NGARK: Thank you, M. Chairman.

Bar naby | mm ngar k.

(NO ENG.I SH FEED). Li ke, have you studied -- done
studi es on the turbines throughout the world that were
installed? Like, |I know there's sone in Canada. Mbst
of themare in an open field, and there's recently one

in Diavik mne, you said. And how nuch study was done

there, like, after they were erected?

And, like, ny main concern is birds that flies.
We don't have X-ray eyes, so we -- we won't be
nonitoring every -- every day or night, especially when
It's dark. Like, I have heard down south out in the
field, |like, there were hundreds and hundreds of birds

killed fromthe bl ade turbines.

So that is why I'mafraid. Like, it's going to be
sone small birds; it's going to be sone also | arger
birds, right? 1t concerns ne there. So have you guys
done any studies on that before?

| have a few nore.

THE CHAI R B2Col d.
M KEEFE: Thank you, M. Chair. Merle
Keefe wi th B2Col d.

Dicta Court Reporting Inc.
403-531-0590




275

© 00 N oo o B~ W DN P

N DN D N DD DNN P P PP PR, PRk
o o A W DN P O © 00 N o 0o AW DN O

And thank you again, Barnaby, for your questions.
W have done research -- there are thousands of studies
t hat have been conpleted on turbines in the south.

Di avi k turbines were studied for approximately two
years, and our teamreviews a |ot of those studies that
have been conpleted. |In addition, we have commtted to
continually studying how -- our wind turbines, if
approved, throughout their entire life.

In terns of the nunber of birds that we anticipate
may be killed fromthe w nd turbines, we anticipate one
bird per turbine per year. W have committed to
shutting down the turbines during bird mgration
peri ods and foggy conditions. W have conmtted to
nmonitoring for foggy conditions year-round, every day,
and if the visibility due to fog during mgration
periods reduces -- it gets foggy -- then we will shut
t he turbines down.

We have also conmtted to bird -- surveys for
bi rds above and beyond what is required with
Envi ronment Canada guidelines. So we've conmtted to
doi ng nore surveys than what is within the existing
gui del i nes.

Hopefully I have answered your question, Barnaby.
Quana. On, one nore. Sorry. You also nentioned if
the turbines are in flat areas as well, the previous

studi es, and the answer is yes.
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As you nentioned earlier about friction, it's the
same with wi nd noving al ong, and you want to reduce the
amount of friction fromthe wnd. So wnd turbines are
constructed in areas where there is less friction.

Thank you. Quana.

THE CHAI R Kugaar uk.
B. | MM NGARK: Quj annam i k, | hivaut aq.
Bar naby | mm ngar k, Kugaaruk, HTO chair.

Thank you for the reply, B2 mne. And, |like, on
the size of the turbines, how nuch wind do you require
to run those turbines? Like, alot of tines up here we
have pretty mld winds. A lot of tinmes we have calm
wi nds. So how nuch wind do you need to harness?
Because the air is not a dense air. So, like, it's not
dense as the water. Like, for instance, if you have a
turbi ne under water, like, for that, it's -- it's very
dense, and you require |l ess energy. For a w nd,
it's -- it's very light.

So that's my other question with that.

THE CHAI R B2Col d.
M KEEFE: Thank you, M. Chair. Merle
Keefe wth B2CGol d.

Thank you agai n, Barnaby, for your questions. W
have been studying the wind around the Back River
project since -- well, with the original project

application in 2012. So for the past 12 years, we've
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been col |l ecting weat her data. Since 2019, we've been
coll ecting weat her data specific to these wind turbines
at a -- at a height where these wi nd turbines would be
| ocated, and there is a world-class w nd resource
there. Based on our studies, when the wind is bl ow ng
and the turbines are turning, they will produce enough
power to power our mne, and we can turn off our
generators.

In terns of the actual speed at which the w nd
needs to travel to turn the blade, it's 2.5 netres per
second -- so apologies that's not in feet, Barnaby --

but 2.5 netres per second and up to 28 netres per

second. I n between those two wind velocities, the
turbines will spin. Belowthat or above that, the w nd
turbines will | ock.

Again, wind -- and -- and bringing it back to
friction, wind travels slower along the ground, along
the tundra, and that's why the wi nd turbines at that
hei ght, between 81 to 111 netres per second -- or
111 metres. At the elevation of the w nd turbines,
there is, again, a great wind resource that we really
believe will be able to power the project when it's
bl ow ng.

Thank you. Quana.

THE CHAI R Kugaar uk.
B. | MM NGARK: Quj annam i k, | hivautaq.
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Bar naby | mm ngark, HTO chair.

Thanks for the reply, B2 mne. | -- 1| really
appreciate the clean energy. It just concerns ne a | ot
about our animals 'cause we don't grow vegetables or we
don't have a farmto our -- and wild animals, eh? So
up here, our way of life is hunting and fishing for
ourself, for our famly, our Elders. So we depend on
our land to hunt our food, country food.

So, like, mning is a good source of a job for
| ocal people. It will help to get our own equi pnents
and stuff, which -- which is great, but it's a very
short term 10, 15 years, 20 years tops, and after
that, it's done. Like, by mning, our |land gets
damaged a lot. And even 80 years ago DEWIines cane
up, and they just |left their garbage along the north --
t hroughout north. So -- and our governnment is still
cleaning up. | know you guys will do it. You guys
cl ean up, but

And the other thing that concerns nme, you guys are
going to bury sone, which is -- that concerns ne 'cause

it does a change on the | andscape. So when we see

sonet hing change, it's -- it's really strange,
especially for animals. They'll have to go el sewhere
to mgrate. So -- so that concerns ne 'cause a |lot of
times they'll stop when sonething changes. |It's our

mai n source of food, so that's what concerns ne.
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THE CHAI R B2Col d.
M KEEFE: Thank you, M. Chair. Merle
Keefe wth B2CGol d.

And thank you again, Barnaby. | think there were
several points, so I'll try to address them all

In terns of the life of mne, B2Gold and fornerly
Sabi na have always said that we don't anticipate being
here for the short term W review -- or view the Back
Ri ver project as a district. Al of our deposits have
not been fully explored. There's also the CGeorge Lake
proj ect which went through the draft permtting stage,

but it hasn't gone through the final permtting stage.

W certainly believe that we will be here | onger
than the 15 mne -- year mine life that you nentioned.
And that's what we're pernmitted for. [If we want to

stay longer than the 15 years, we fully recogni ze that
there would be a permtting process to extend the
permts. However, it is our want and belief that we're
going to be here | onger than that.

In terns of creating opportunities and jobs
outside of the mne itself, we have requirenents within
our lnuit |Inpact Benefit Agreenent to provide what's
called a "regional wealth creation project”. So there
is money, $4 mllion, that has been put to the side
that is set up to create jobs outside of mning

entirely.
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So, for exanple -- and this is just an exanple --
it could be constructing an Elders care facility within
Kugaar uk and havi ng those | ong-term enpl oynent
opportunities, nurses, et cetera, staff, et cetera.
That's an exanple, but that is a requirenent of our
Inuit I npact Benefit Agreenent.

You touched on closure, and -- and, as you
mentioned, certainly the mning of old is not -- is not
applicable to the Back R ver project, and it's not what
we believe in, but we have very strict requirenents for
cl osure at our project site.

Prior to going into a new area, we have to put up
a reclamation security anount. The project has
approxi mately $45 mllion just for reclamation
security, and there are very strict guidelines on how
you conplete that closure. Essentially, everything
hazardous on the project site has to be shipped off
out side of Nunavut to an accredited waste nanagenent
facility.

In terns of caribou protection neasures, which |
believe is -- is -- is what you al so rai sed, Barnaby,
in terns of caribou interaction with the Back River
project and specifically the Back River project energy
centre, we see nost of our interaction with caribou
along the winter ice road, not close to where these

w nd turbines are, so north of where the wi nd turbines
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are.

That aligns with what we see at the project site
and are nonitoring but also with the traditiona
knowl edge that was shared with us. Wen we originally
submtted this project application, we devel oped very
conpr ehensi ve cari bou protection nmeasures throughout
the review process and with feedback fromcomunity
menbers in the Kitiknmeot Inuit Association.

We have staged reductions in work activities, so
If caribou are close to our mne site, we're not
bl asting, we're not flying helicopters or airplanes,
and we're ranpi ng down heavy equi pnent. W' ve nade the
same conmtnents for the wind turbines. |[|f caribou are
proxi mal or birds are mgrating, then we have nmade
comm tments to shut the wind turbines down.

During the original environnmental inpact statenent
and the devel opnment of those cari bou protection
nmeasur es, the Nunavut | npact Review Board, the
regul ators and -- and intervenors, and comunity
menbers at the tinme described the protection neasures
that we devel oped as best in class in the north
representing sonme of the nost protective neasures ever
devel oped in the north, and we have nade the sane
comm tnments for the wind turbines as we have for our
ot her cari bou protecti on neasures.

Thank you, Barnaby. Quana.
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THE CHAI R Kugaar uk.
P. | MM NGARK: | f you guys go ahead with the
turbines -- | know clean energy is very clean for our

comunity because it's not |ike south. Anything that's
damaged will not regrow for years and years, |ike, for
the cold tenperatures we have. Have you consi dered
repl acing your hydro heating systemto electric and hot
wat er makers for nore clean energy?

THE CHAI R B2Col d.

M KEEFE: Thank you, M. Chair. Merle
Keefe wth B2CGol d.

Thank you again, Barnaby. The -- the short answer
is yes. Wien | first started with Sabina originally
and now B2CGol d, nost of the power -- or the heat that
was generated at our project site was done with Toyo
stoves -- diesel-burning Toyo stoves. W have
transitioned nost of those to electricity, as you
nmenti oned, baseboard heaters, and we continue to do
t hat .

We are | ooking at that very same thing within
our -- our power house. However, the renewabl e energy
will, you know, reduce our reliance on the generators.
However, we're always | ooking at ways to recycle and
reuse energy. For exanple, when the generators are in
use, they produce heat. It -- it warns up the

buil dings. W actually take that heat and circulate it
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underground to warm up our underground. So we're --
we're taking the heat that is created by the warm
generators and using it to -- to warmup our

under ground and reduci ng the anmount of diesel that we
have to burn.

We al so use used oil furnaces, as another exanple
of ways that we try to conserve our -- our energy
consunption and di esel burn. Wen oil is changed
wi thin equi pnent at our project site, we put that
sonetinmes wthin a furnace that reuses that oil
I nstead of just shipping it off-site, we reuse it
and -- and -- and heat sone of our other buildings
wi t hin our canp.

So we are continually | ooking for ways to reduce
our diesel consunption and -- and greenhouse gas
em ssions by using cleaner energy, as you nentioned,
and -- and | think the best exanple of that is the
renewabl e energy project.

Thank you. Quana, Barnaby.

THE CHAI R Kugaar uk.
B. | MM NGARK: Quj annam i k, |hivautaq. And
Bar naby | mm ngar k, Kugaar uk.

| have a few nore, but those were already answered
fromthe previous round, so | just have one nore
guestion, ny |ast question.

On your commttee board fromthis area, do you
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guys have sone in the whole region, or just your | ocal
commttees are just from here, or where do your

conm ttees cone fronf? Qujannamik.

THE CHAl R B2CGol d.

M KEEFE: Thank you, M. Chair. Merle
Keefe wi th B2Col d.

And t hank you again, Barnaby. Qur Inuit
envi ronnental advisory commttee consists of -- right
now it consists of nmenbers from Bat hurst Inlet and
Bay Chi no, Canbridge Bay, and Kugl uktuk. The current
commttee, the nenbers that have been nom nated for
this session right now, is, again, from Bathurst Inlet,
Bay Chi npo, Canbridge Bay, and Kugl ukt uk.

Thank you. Quana.

THE CHAI R Thank you.

Next up we have Tal oyoak
Questions by Coormunity Representatives for Tal oyoak
( Roundt abl e)

M  ALEEKEE: Thank you, B2CGol d. M chael
Al eekee, community rep for Tal oyoak.

My -- ny question is fromthe ground and fromthe
air. | just wanted to know if it's going to be a clean
environnent for -- for the air and ground system

Thank you.

THE CHAI R B2Col d.
M KEEFE: Thank you, M. Chair. Merle
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Keefe wth B2CGol d.

And t hank you, M chael, for your questions. |'l]|
answer the air aspect first. By installing the w nd
turbines and the solar panels, if approved, we wl|
reduce the anount of emi ssions that we are -- that are

fromour project. So by installing the renewable

energy centre, we will produce | ess enm ssions. The
generators will be run less, so there will be |ess
exhaust .

In ternms of the ground, we have requirenents
Wi thin our existing project, the mne -- |'ll take a
step back. Before you build the wi nd turbines, you
have to build a road to the wind turbine area and a
pad -- a rock pad where the wind turbines will be built
on top of. That's it. The rock itself has to be
tested before it can be taken out of the pit and put
down on the ground.

So you hear of terns, acid generation or non-acid
generating rock. W have to use -- we're required to
use non-acid generating rock, so rock that will not
generate any acid. W have testing that we have to
conpl ete before we can use it. W do that testing,
confirmthat it is clean rock, and then we wll build
the road and the pad after that testing has been done.

Thank you. Quana.

THE CHAI R Tal oyoak.
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M ALEEKEE: Thank you, B2. M chael
Al eekee, Tal oyoak conmmunity rep.
| have no further questions. Thank you.
THE CHAI R G oa Haven.
Questions by Cormunity Representatives for G oa Haven
( Roundt abl e)
J. ASHEVAK: Thank you, M. Chairman. Joe
Ashevak, representing the HTO of Tal oyoak's hunters and
trappers organi zati on.

When you were doing your presentation, you were
speaki ng about -- about using a renewabl e resource to
harness your energy -- to harness energy. The sound
and the vibration is what |'m concerned about. Now,
they're going to be turning -- the turbines are going
to be turning, and you nentioned that there's going to
be sone type of light that's going to be projecting to
the -- to the propellers.

As hunters, we know -- today we use Ski-Doos to go
out hunting for -- especially for those of us that are
fromthis -- our generation. | can say -- | can say
this: Wether we're caribou hunting or polar bear
hunting, the lights -- the lights of the Ski-Doos are

very bright. The caribou and the polar bears that we

hunt, they -- they quickly run off before they even see
us. It's fromthe light. Yes. The turbines are going
to be at a great height, and the -- it's going --
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the -- the glare fromthe sun is going to -- it's going
to be seen by wildlife.

The cari bou anywhere, it's very, very concerning
about the caribou popul ations up here in the north.
They're on the decline, and there was nention about it,
about the vibration. About 2 kilonmetres -- from
2 kilonetres away, we can hear them and Barney's --
Barnaby just said that they're -- we need to -- we're
still using the standard inperial system of
nmeasur enent .

Now, the vibration of the turbines and the
propellers and the lights are very -- are -- they're
going to cause a glare fromthe sunlight, and as
hunters, we all know this. From2 or 3 mles, the
wildlife begin to run off before we get to them
especially for -- this is going to be visible by -- by

cari bou and as well as polar bears.

The -- the vibration is going to create noise.
The glare is -- and the reflection froma hunman
visibility, it's -- it's going to -- it's going to --

it'"s going to be visible to us, but it's going to

i npact the -- it's going to inpact the polar bears and
the cari bou because we cannot see what aninmals see. W
don't have that type of visibility -- we don't have
that kind of vision. They see what we don't see. They

can see frommles away. They can snell -- they can
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scent anything frommles away, and they becone timd
and run off.

Cari bou, there's nothing -- no nention about
muskoxen. There's no nention of other wldlife.
It's -- those aninmals, they -- they can detect noise
and snells that we don't -- we don't see and we don't
snell fromgreat distances, and that's what | wanted to
comrent on.

Thank you, M. Chairnan.
THE CHAI R: B2Gol d.
M KEEFE: Thank you, M. Chair. Merle
Keefe wth B2CGol d.

And t hank you, Joe, for your questions, and I

think there were a fewin there, sol wll try to
address themall. Starting wth sound, we have done
nodel ling of the -- the wind turbines in w nter

conditions, and our nodelling shows that caribou wl|
be able to hear slightly the wind turbines at the
2 kilonmetres, which is 1.24 mles. W have conmtted

to shutdown neasures for caribou at that 1.24-mle

mar k.

In terns of vibration, nodelling shows that
vibration is -- or travels a magnitude | ess than noi se.
Ten tinmes less. So noise travels -- or vibration

travel s much | ess of a di stance than noi se does. So

that woul d be approxi mately 200 netres.
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The design of the wind turbines, they need to spin
snoot hly and be very well balanced, so -- or they'l]l

break apart. So they are designed to mnimze

vi bration. Essentially, it's -- if -- if you think --
if you think of vibration, it's -- it travels through
the tundra, through the frozen soil, whereas noise

travels through air. So it has less friction and can
travel farther.

Anot her inportant point when we tal k about
vibration is that by installing the wi nd turbines,
we'll be able to reduce or turn off the generators, and
that wll reduce the vibration that the generators
thensel ves are creating. So we actually think there
wi Il be less noise and vibration fromour project due
to these wind turbines because we are reducing the
anount of tinme the generators are on.

In terms of lighting, we have coonmitted with the
Kitikmeot Inuit Association and Transport Canada to
I nvestigate options for light shielding. So there are
federal requirenents to install l[ights on w nd
turbines, and that's so aircraft can see the w nd
turbines and don't fly into them

So we have commtted to having conversations with
Transport Canada and the Kitikneot Inuit Association to
potentially shield the bottom part of the light, so the

light pollution that woul d extend towards the ground
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and wildlife or birds, however |eave the |ight portion
on the top half and remain visible to aircraft.

Al of that, we've conmmtted to ongoi ng nonitoring
efforts to nake sure those neasures that we have put in
pl ace are actually working, and we w |l have those
di scussions regularly with our caribou technica
advi sory group, which consists of the Kitiknmeot |nuit
Associ ation and the Governnent of Nunavut, and we wl|
al so be having those conversations with our Inuit
environnmental advisory commttee. And every year, that
informati on has to be provided within very
conpr ehensi ve Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board annua
reports.

Thank you, Joe. Quana.

THE CHAI R Tal oyoak.

Questions by Cormunity Representatives for Tal oyoak

( Roundt abl e)

J. ASHEVAK: Thank you, M. Chairman. Joe
Ashevak fromthe hunters and trappers organi zati on of
Tal oyoak.

Now, with regards to the birds, today we don't
have any wind turbines situated up here in our region
in the Kiti kneot, but |'ve seen wind turbines -- or |
have seen birds fly through -- throughout the -- the
fall, especially eiders, and in the falltinme, they

start to mgrate south -- southward, and it becones --
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when it becones dark.

Sonetines we find that some birds run into or fly
into the wires, and then they becone injured fatally,
and sone have injuries of their bones because -- they
run into these wires because they're flying during the
night in the dark, and sonme run into buildings. | have
seen that for nyself. | have seen injured birds, and
then they're unable to fly because they have broken
bird -- broken bones.

The wind turbines are going to be at a great

height. | think for sure that that's going to cause a
problemfor mgratory birds. [It's going to be also
not -- it won't be -- it won't be good for caribou as

wel | because of the glare fromthe sun. So that's what
| wanted to bring up.

And from what | understand, the energy that we use
from power houses, they are causing em ssions, causing
a lot of pollution. W have never used or seen power
house -- or wnd -- w nd-generated energy. [It's going
to be clean energy, but today caribou is a concern to
us. They're at a very -- it's -- it's -- it's --
it'"s -- they're going through a period where it's very
critical for caribou popul ations.

If that's going to -- if it's not going to hinder
cari bou or other wildlife, I"'mall for seeing this w nd

power generation, but it's very difficult to know at
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this point how nmuch it's going to -- it's going to
I npact .
Thank you.
THE CHAI R B2CGol d.
M KEEFE: Thank you, M. Chair. Merle

Keefe wth B2CGol d.
And t hank you again, Joe. Let's start with birds.

| want to clarify that the wind turbines thensel ves

will not have any wires. There will be no wres
attached to the wind turbines. In terns of bird
m grations, we have done studies for -- since 2019 and

going back to 2012 to identify the tine that birds

m grate through our project site, and, nore

I nportantly, we've been shared -- we've had traditional
knowl edge shared with us about when mgration periods
are for birds, and those two -- those timngs align.

So our studies on our project site as well as
traditional know edge shared with us have given us a
very good idea of when birds m grate through our
project site.

During those periods when it is foggy and
visibility is poor, we have conmtted to shutting down
our wind turbines. W have also commtted to spacing
our wi nd turbines out by approximtely 500 netres to
allow for mgration between the w nd turbines.

| share your conments about reduci ng eni ssions
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fromthe power house. That is certainly sonething that
we agree with you on and think that is one of the
primary benefits of the renewabl e energy centre.

Specific to caribou and the -- and the inportance
of their protection, we couldn't agree nore, and that's
why we have devel oped and commtted to, again, what was
stated during the last review process as sonme of the
best-in-class protection neasures in the north, and we
have nmade the sanme commtnents for the wi nd turbines.

In ternms of the project's interaction with
cari bou, the Goose mne itself and where the w nd
turbines will be located are in an area where we don't
see a lot of caribou interaction. W see nore
I nteraction north between the Goose project and the
mari ne | aydown area when they are mgrating to their
cal ving range hundreds of kilonetres away, and
traditional knowl edge has shown -- and shared with us
has shown that that agrees with what we have seen and
what our nonitoring has shown and that it isn't a key
area for caribou or hunting or harvesting.

However, if caribou do approach our project site,
we have commtted to shutting down the w nd turbines
and ongoi ng nonitoring throughout the life of the
turbines to make sure those protection neasures are
working, and if they're not, we will work with the

Kiti kmeot Inuit Association and the Gover nnent of
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Nunavut as well as our Inuit general advisory conmttee
to revise them and nmake sure they are.

Thank you. Quana.

THE CHAI R Tal oyoak.
J. ASHEVAK: Thank you, M. Chairman.

And t hank you B2CGol d for your answers. |
understand there's no wires that are comng fromthe
turbine into the power source. Wat |I'mtrying to say
Is before the bird mgrate back where they cane from
they first have to learn howto fly and travel a |ong
di stance before the mgration. So, therefore, they
hang around probably two or three weeks before they
take of f.

In the neantine, they have to learn howto fly, so
they fly around the community and -- and run into power
lines in the dark, and that's going to be sane -- sane
problemw th the turbine. They're going to be flying
around. They gotta learn howto fly before they decide

to take off for the winter. So | just wanted to

mention that -- that part. Thank you.

And that's it fromne until later on. Thank you,
M. Chair.
THE CHAI R G oa Haven.

Questions by Community Representatives for G oa Haven
( Roundt abl e)
P.  AKKI KUNGNAK: Thank you, M. Chair. M nane

Dicta Court Reporting Inc.
403-531-0590




295

© 00 N oo o B~ W DN P

N DN D N DD DNN P P PP PR, PRk
o o A W DN P O © 00 N o 0o AW DN O

Is Peter Akkikungnak. [|I'm-- I'"mrepresenting from CEC
i n Canbri dge Bay.

Wth the B2Gold in Inuktitut -- and in English,
it's called "Back River", and it -- and we -- with this

Back Ri ver and the other one, the Back R ver is

called -- the other one Ookooshal ee [phonetic] and the
ot her one 'cause -- and we from G oa Haven, we have a
place called -- we call it "Back Rver", the

(okooshal ee that we have. |It's because at tines it --

you know, it surprises us out of nowhere that our --

our Back River is being, you know, discussed -- being
di scussed.

So, first of all -- first of all, perhaps it's
Back River, the one you're -- the one you're --

Canbridge Bay, it wouldn't matter to us if the Back

River is called "B2Gol d" instead -- as the | ocation

i nstead of "Back River". Can we -- can they change or

i nprovi se the nane instead of using -- nmaybe call

it Back -- maybe call it "Back River fromthe west".
And because -- and first -- firstly, what we --

what we consider about -- what Burnaby and i ndividual

from Tal oyoak that commented on -- on animals, and --

and what we consi der, because we're not -- you know, ny

first question will be -- is to -- to B2Gold. Wen the

wi nd turbines are turning about, what, six -- six -- |

don't know how many netres they are, but if -- when
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they say this is -- when this neets -- the height is of
the netres, but 1'd like to see it nore displayed of
a -- maybe used a foot systemor feet systeminstead of

metre systens.

Per haps how can -- how -- can you shorten --
short -- make this nmaybe wi nd turbines | ength shorter
or -- just, you know, ny -- ny consideration. | think
It's about 69 netres for one -- one blade, and perhaps
maybe -- maybe if they could neke it short -- nmake it,
you know, shorter, the blades. | wonder what B2Col d
wi |l consider on that, you know, if -- if --- if they

were to shorten these bl ades.

Thank you. [I'Il have a further question |ater.
THE CHAI R: B2Col d.
M KEEFE: Thank you, M. Chair. Merle

Keefe with B2CGol d.

And -- and thank you, Peter, for your questions --
question. In ternms of the height of the turbines, we
have proposed a range, so from81 to 111 netres.

The -- how wind turbines work is that they have to be a
certain height inthe air to capture the wind that is
noving at a -- is noving faster 'cause the wind that is
novi ng closer to the ground is slower due to the
friction. Moving across the ground slows it down. So
we are | ooking at a range of heights; however, for the

wi nd turbines to work, they do have to be hi gh enough
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to capture that quicker noving w nd.

Thank you, Peter. Quana.

THE CHAI R G oa Haven.
P.  AKKI KUNGNAK: G oa Haven
My first question was: In Kitikneot, we have
two Back River now and one in -- in our area, Chantrey

Inlet, Back River. There's one over here. That B2
Back River -- Back R ver also.

You know, us, we -- fromeast area, when the Back
Ri ver's nentioned, we get excited for nothing,
actual ly, and that was ny question, to change Back
Ri ver east or west. Qur -- our -- our east in the
east, over here is west. Thank you.

THE CHAI R B2Col d.
M KEEFE: Thank you, M. Chair. Merle
Keefe, B2Col d.

May | ask that -- if we could pull the overview
presentation up on the screen, and | could -- | could
use the map to help with nmy answer in describing the
| ocation discussion to Peter, Slide 4, please.

Ri ght here. Thank you. Yeah. Perfect. Thank

you.
It's -- it's a hard scale. However, Peter,

fully understand your question. | have been com ng

into the comunities and -- and -- and on the Back

Ri ver project since 2012, and it is always sonething
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t hat has cone up, especially when we go into the
community of G oa Haven and tal k about the project.

Wien | -- when | first started nmy presentation
today, | did try to clarify that this project is not
| ocated at the headwaters of Back River, which is close
to G oa Haven, and -- and -- and that's what you're
referring to, and -- and that starts to the east.
Again, this is a very, very snmall scale, but Back River
starts -- |I'mapparently very shaky, but Back River
IS -- the headwater starts to the east of our project,
as you nentioned about east versus west.

The original -- the reason our project was called
the Back River project is because, as you know, that
Back River runs down and west and actually cones to
Beechy Lake or the end of the Back River, which is
approxi mately 30 kil onetres away from our project.

So -- so the headwaters, the start of the river,
is located closer to G oa Haven, and -- and it cones
all the way down and under by approxi mately
30 kilonmetres to -- to our |ocation.

So it is certainly sonething that we're aware of
internms of -- of the nanme, and -- and in conmuni cati ng
and presenting going forward, we can certainly clarify
the difference and -- and -- and highlight that we are

| ocated to the west, as you nentioned, and not to the

east. That is -- that is something that we can -- we
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can do when we're coming in the communities and
presenting. W can -- we can provide that
clarification.

Thank you. Quana.

THE CHAI R Thank you.

Before we get on to the next question, we'll take

a 15-m nute break. Be back at 3:15.

( ADJOURNMVENT) .

THE CHAI R Wl cone back, everybody.
Before we get on to the next question of G oa Haven.

Teresa
Procedural Matters by Nunavut | npact Review
Board Legal Counsel
T. NEADOWS: Thank you, M. Chair.

Teresa Meadows, |egal counsel for the Nunavut | npact
Revi ew Boar d.

So, M. Chair, | just wanted to give a rem nder to
everybody here that you're entitled to be able to ask
questions of B2CGol d but also to any of the intervenors
who are sitting in the back. If there were any
gquestions that arose when you were watching their
presentations and you would like to follow up with them
as well, please feel free to also ask questions of them
if -- if you would IiKke.

If you don't know who could be best situated to

answer your question of the regulators that are here,
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just ask your question, and then |I invite any of the
i ntervenors who would be able to answer the question to
step up to the m crophone and -- and be able to respond
to any of your questions. This is your opportunity for
themto sit on the hot seat as well. So please fee
free to ask questions of -- of any of the intervenors
here or of B2Col d.

Thank you, M. Chair.
THE CHAl R Thank you, Teresa.

Questions from G oa Haven.
P.  AKKI KUNGNAK: Thank you.

No further questions from 3 oa Haven.
THE CHAI R Canbri dge Bay.
Questions by Community Representatives for
Canbri dge Bay (Roundtabl e)
A. CGERBRANDT: Angel a Gerbrandt for the
Muni ci pal ity of Canbridge Bay.

| don't have any questions, but | would like to
make a coment to the Nunavut | npact Review Board, to
the staff, and to all the participants here today. You
have shown that collaboration and conmunication w thin
the Inuit Qaujimjatugangit systemworks. It has been
So inpressive to see what's been happeni ng here, and
" mvery pleased and proud and thank you enornously for
the invitation to participate.

Thank you. Quana.
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THE CHAI R Thank you.
Kugl ukt uk.
Canbri dge Bay.
P. EVALIK: Thank you, M. Chair. Yeah.

Peter Evalik, EHTO, Canbridge Bay.

Thank you for giving nme this opportunity, and
t hank you, B2Gold and NIRB, for having us here today.

| have a few questions, M. Chair, if | may,
and -- and then thank you, Teresa, for noting that --

t hat about, you know, sone of the intervenors may be
able to answer sone of these questions. But first I'l]
start wwth -- for B2Col d.

The areas in -- where the infrastructure wll be
built, like, for all of the energy project, the -- the
turbi nes, battery banks, the solar panels and stuff.

Li ke, I know the batteries, you know, they could -- |I'm
sure they are hazardous and coul d be hazardous if, you
know, they mal functioned and stuff, broke apart. The
turbines -- | -- they're nechanical equipnent, so |
know that they'll probably require lubrication of oils
and petrol eum products and stuff |ike that.

So ny question is, like, these areas where

infrastructure is to be built, are they going to be

lined with, you know, |ike, berns or, you know, rubber
mats or, you know -- like -- or stuff that, you know,
will contain if there were ever to -- for a spill to
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occur that those harnful -- harnful stuff for -- for
t he equi pnment does not get into the environnent?
Thank you. That's Question Nunber 1. Thank you,
M. Chair.
THE CHAI R B2CGol d.
M KEEFE: Thank you, M. Chair.
Merl e Keefe with B2CGol d.
And t hank you, Peter, for your questions. The
Back River project itself has stringent nmanagenent
plans in place for the handling and use of hazardous
materials. W have a hazardous waste and materials

managenent plan, and we al so have a spills contingency

pl an.

If a spill occurs on our project site, we have a
spill response teamthat nobilizes to clean up that
spill. W have spill response equi pnent and have
recently brought a spill response trailer to our

project site which is always hooked to a truck and
ready to nobilize in the event of a spill

We have a very strong reporting culture at the
Back River project. Spills happen. W recognize that.
It could happen when you're filling up your ATV with a
jerry can. People -- unless they are acting
reckl essly, they do not get in trouble when a spill
happens because we want themto cone and report that

information to us so that we can clean it up properly.
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It also allows us to identify |eading causes.

For exanple, if we notice that we are having
spills from busted hoses and equi pnent, including a
wi nd turbine, then we can | ook at what type of hoses
are we using. Are they arctic grade? Are there better
hoses out there so that we can reduce those spills? So
we want people to report spills to us so that we can
fix themand mtigate them

Any fuel, bulk fuel on our project site has to be
I n secondary contai nnment. Anything over 50 netres nust
be within secondary containnment. That is a requirenent
of our Kitikneot Inuit Association Franmework Agreenent,
and we have inspections nultiple tinmes a year to nake
sure that we are in conpliance with those spil
protecti on neasures.

The batteries wll be wthin sea cans, so the --
t he secondary containnment is the sea can, and they w |
be on an aggregate pad. Thank you for the inmage. |If
t hose batteries becone exhausted and are no | onger
good, they are shipped off-site outside of Nunavut to
an accredited waste managenent facility.

Thank you, quana, Peter.
THE CHAI R Canbri dge Bay.
P. EVALI K Yeah. Thank you for that
answer, Merl e.

| know B2Gold -- and as part of their -- | know,
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M. Chair, thank you, you want -- try not to use
acronyns, but -- final environnental inpact statenent.
There. You know, | was only renenbering it as "FEI S
But in there, | know there's stringent requirenents for
B2Gol d to conduct, like, sanmpling prograns |ike
sanpling of the water table, sanpling of soils if they
get -- becone, you know, if there were spills to occur
and stuff |ike that.

But ny question is, then, |like -- okay. That's
wor k bei ng done by B2Gold. |s there an independent
assessor to confirmthat -- you know, |ike, that --
that they're -- that B2Gold is neeting the
requi rements, say, like, for an independent -- for an
I ndependent sanpling program for exanple.

Thank you.

THE CHAI R Thank you.

B2CGol d and/or any of the intervenors. Thank you.
M KEEFE: Thank you, M. Chair.

Merl e Keefe with B2CGol d.

We do have regul ar inspections conpleted by
several of the intervenors that are in this room [|'l]
speak to sonme of those. And, certainly, | encourage
any of the intervenors if they wish to add. You know,
pl ease do so.

First, Crown-Indigenous Rel ati ons and Northern

Affairs Canada have water resource inspectors that cone
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to our project site multiple tines of year to confirm
that we are in conpliance with the terns and conditions
of our Type A water |icence.

The Kitiknmeot Inuit Association also conpletes

annual inspections of our project site. It's a
conprehensi ve review that | ooks at the health -- the
overall health of the project and -- and its enpl oyees.

The Nunavut | npact Review Board itself conpletes
annual nonitoring trips to the Back Ri ver project.

In all of those instances, they produce inspection
or nonitoring reports which are externally provided and
certainly shared with B2Gold to renedy any
recommendations that are listed in the report or fix
any recommendations in the report.

They' re al so posted externally on the Nunavut
Wat er Board public registry or the Nunavut | npact
Revi ew Board public registry. So there are multiple --
Il will also add, Peter -- sorry -- in 2023 we al so had
Departnent of Fisheries and Cceans cone to our project
site during one of our activities, and they are | ooking
at com ng back in 2024.

Envi ronnent Canada has al so reached out. They
were | ooking to conplete an inspection in 2023;
however, due to the wildfires, were not able to secure
an aircraft, but are -- and have nentioned that they

are looking to cone in 2024 as wel|.
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Thank you. Quana.
THE CHAI R Crown- I ndi genous Rel ati ons and
Nort hern Affairs Canada.
T. NMEADOWS: M. Chair. Teresa Meadows,
| egal counsel for the Nunavut |npact Revi ew Board.

| neglected to nention that there are -- there are
two m crophones over there -- there are two m crophones
over there, and we also have a roving mc. So we wll
get a mcrophone in front of you to any of the

I ntervenors who want to step up and respond to the

guesti on.
THE CHAI R Thank you.
S. DEWAR: Quana, M. Chair.

Spencer Dewar, Crown-I|ndi genous Rel ati ons and Northern
Af fairs Canada.

| can speak, | guess, specifically to sonme of the
noni toring that occurs on behalf of the Federal
Governnent. 1'1l stick nostly to the role of

Crown- I ndi genous Rel ations and Northern Affairs Canada.

So we -- we do have inspections as Merle has
i ndicated. Qur water resource -- resource officers
I nspect the terns and conditions of the NIRB -- the

Nunavut | npact Revi ew Board project certificates, and
we al so inspect the terns and -- the -- the water
|icence terns and conditions. And if there was, we'd

al so i nspect any |eases or |land use pernmts that are
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I ssued in accordance with the Territorial Lands Act.

So that consists of a boots-on-the-ground inspection of
the site. In 2003, we inspected the property tw ce,
think once in May and then once in Septenber. No
significant non-conpliance was found.

And we also nmonitor -- as part of the NI RB project
certificate and as part of the Nunavut Water Board
water |icence, an annual report of all the nonitoring
that has occurred is presented by B2Gol d, and we review
that to ensure that the nonitoring is within the realm
of what was predicted through the nodelling, and then
when we see things that m ght not be behaving as we
woul d, we would wite back to the Nunavut |npact Review
Board or the Nunavut Water Board and hi ghlight those
concerns to B2Gold for -- for action.

That's just the scope of sort of CIRNAC. | know
that Environnent and Cimate Change Canada has sone
I nspection enforcenent capacity, the Departnent of
Fi sheries and Cceans al so does, and so does Transport
Canada and Natural Resources Canada. So we do assi st
in the nonitoring of the activities of B2Gol d Nunavut.

Quana.

THE CHAI R Thank you. | think we have an
answer from Transport Canada.
S. KI DD Good afternoon. Scott Kidd

wi th Transport Canada.
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|"mjust going to provide a little bit of
i nformati on about the oil handling facility at the
mari ne | aydown area and what Transport Canada's role is
for that.

For the mne area itself, there's -- ny
recollection is there's nothing at the mne itself that
Transport Canada is having to deal with. There's no
bridges or anything |ike that that Canada -- Transport
Canada woul d have to deal with under the Canada
Navi gabl e Waters Act so nobst of our work woul d be at
the marine | aydown area.

So the -- at the marine |aydown area, there's the
| arge tanks, and those are called an oil handling
facility. That's what we call them at |east. For
those oil handling facilities, the -- B2Gold has to
have what's called an oil pollution enmergency plan, an
oi | pollution prevention plan on-site.

And so Transport Canada i nspects those plans or
reviews those plans and provides feedback on those
plans to the proponent. Transport Canada doesn't
approve those plans, but as | said, it's a -- a review
process to nake sure that all the information and
details are there.

So that's the -- that's the plans. For the oi
handling facility itself, Transport Canada inspectors

| ook at those, they cone out to those and inspect them
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So when they're at the oil handling facility, they
woul d i nspect how rmuch oil is being transferred. They
want to make sure that that oil handling facility is
the right size and type for the anobunt that -- that's
bei ng shipped in. They |look at all the procedures that
are going on there, so is it being run properly, is the
safety equi pnent there, all that kind of stuff.

They also in particular -- paid particular
attention to the piping, you know, so stuff comng off,
how the -- how the oil is being transferred fromthe
ship, is there two-way communi cati on so that everybody
knows what's going on so if a spill happens, right, it
stops like that. And, again, they review that oi
pol I ution and prevention plan -- and -- sorry -- oil
pol l ution energency plan. So those are sone of the
activities that Transport Canada does at the oil
handling facility. Good? Excellent. Thank you.

Thank you, M. Chair.

THE CHAI R Thank you.
Canbri dge Bay.
P. EVALIK: Yeah. Thank you to the

i ntervenors and B2Gol d for, you know, providing all

that information. | just brought that up because there
was concerns, you know, of -- of -- you know, we're a
mne -- like, we're -- we're an HTO where we don't have

a lot of resources that, you know, could provide those
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types of -- you know, that type of expertise and
sanpling and testing, and -- so it's great to know
that, you know, we're not in it ourselves and, you
know, B2Gol d and, you know, governnent agenci es and,
you know, NI RB and the water board, you know, are

| ooking after all the environment and wildlife, you
know, in our areas.

Ohe -- | -- 1 -- 1 don't knowif -- if it was a
requi rement of the project certificate initially, but
there -- there was also concerns of wldlife, fish, and
marine mammal s in areas of -- of mning and stuff that,
if it's possible, or -- or maybe they've already been
done, that, you know, they've been tested for -- you
know, just to see, like, a before and after, you know,
kind of what |I'm saying. You know, |ike, the, before
m ning, these were the conditions or the -- the way
that the aninmals were, they -- they had no contam nants
in them they were tested. And if they -- if animals
or, you know, in affected areas -- or in areas of,

i ke, B2Gold, they would be tested | ater on, | guess.

And then that's all wildlife and fish and mari ne
mammal s. And |''m sure you' ve tested, you know, the
water and the land in the area and -- and -- and
then -- and you're -- continue -- every year, you're
continually testing it.

But, | guess, what about the -- what about the
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wildlife, |I guess? You know, have they been tested,
you know, to be -- you know, certain -- okay. They're
at this stage at the beginning of the mne; where --
where are the fish at right now? You know, five, ten

years |l ater on down.

Thank you.
THE CHAI R: B2Col d.
M KEEFE: Thank you, M. Chair.

Merl e Keefe, B2Col d.

And t hank you, Peter, for your question. And the
answer is yes. W have to collect, nmultiple years, an
extensi ve anount of what we call baseline data or
basel i ne environnental information prior to a project
actual ly ever getting approved.

Prior -- prior to the Nunavut |npact Revi ew Board
approving the original final environmental inpact
statenment, we had to collect multiple years' worth of
basel i ne environnental information on every ecosystem
conponent .

So fish, water quality. W have a very good
understandi ng of the water quality within all the |akes
around our project or the marine |aydown area. Dust,
vegetation, air quality, wildlife mgration patterns
and routes. We collected that information froma
sci ence perspective, but we also collected traditional

knowl edge that was shared with us fromcomunities
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and -- and Elders and -- and youth.

W had wor ki ng groups during the environnent al
I npact statenent which consisted of groups fromthe
maj or denographi cs within Nunavut, so youth, Elders,
wonen, and they -- they share their feedback with us as
well as the traditional know edge that we coll ected.

So we have traditional know edge and sci ence which
paints a very clear picture of the way things were
before mning activity commenced, and then we do yearly
sanpling on all of those things to confirmthat they
remain the sanme and that we are not having a negative
I npact on the receiving environnment.

That information is shared annually in annual
reports, it's discussed within conmunity engagenent
sessions, and it's discussed in detail wthin our
cari bou technical advisory group as well as the Inuit
Envi ronnent al Advi sory Conm ttee.

And you have what's call ed "adapti ve managenent”
If we are noticing a change. So if we do start to
noti ce a change, because we have that "before", we can

tell that, and then we can adaptively manage what we're

doing to bring it back dowmn. It's called a "before and
after". And we have -- we -- we collected the
"before". And we sanple yearly to nake sure that we

remain in those limts.

Thank you. Quana.
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THE CHAI R Canbri dge Bay.
P. EVALIK: Thank you, M. Chair.
Peter Evalik, EHTO Canbridge Bay.

| think nmy one final one, you know, kind of --
there was a |l ot of remarks on -- on the caribou
techni cal advisory commttee, CTAG not only fromthe
peopl e that are appointed or involved with CTAG but
al so from people on the NIRB board, staff fromthe
NI RB -- Nunavut | npact Review Board. Sorry.

And nmentions from Ilike, KIA that, you know -- the
cari bou technical advisory conmttee, you know, work
with B2Gol d and the Governnent of Nunavut that, you
know, they advise and -- you know. But from-- what --
t hey advi se other regional organizations |ike the HTGCs
and stuff.

But when we asked back in -- at the first public
heari ng, the prehearing, about the caribou technica
advi sory group that, you know, perhaps naybe nenbers of
the HTGs should be part of that advisory group, and --
It was nentioned that, you know, like, No. It's too
technical and stuff like that or sonmething Iike that.

But | don't know if that was the right word.

But, you know, we're -- you know, the -- the
group, you know, they're -- they're inviting
Environnent and Cimte Change Canada to -- to -- you

know, to work on mtigation neasures and stuff |ike
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that, but they're not inviting the HTGs who -- who see
that, you know, all the -- all the wildlife or see that
change day-to-day. And, you know, they're inviting
them from avi an species and -- but there's
reluctance -- | feel there's a type of reluctance to
have the HTGOs involved in such an inportant step in
this process.

And, you know, | never only brought it up
nyself -- not only bringing it up nyself, but | was
hearing it froma N RB board nenber -- an inpact review
board staff. And so I'd like to -- | guess | don't
know if it's a cooment or if there's -- you know, maybe

one of the intervenors want to say sonethi ng about

that. Thank you. | don't know.
Thank you.
THE CHAI R Thank you.

B2CGol d and/ or any other intervenors.

KIA. Kitiknmeot Inuit Association. Sorry.
J. ROESCH: M. Chair, this is John Roesch
for the Kitiknmeot Inuit Association.

The reason why the HTO -- the hunting trapping
organi zation is not involved in CTAG it goes back to
t he Nunavut agreenent. The hunting trapping
organi zation's responsibilities are specified in the
Nunavut agreenent, and it is the Kitiknmeot Inuit --

Inuit Association that is the designated Inuit
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organi zation. W are the regional |nuit organization.
W are the | andowner.

The caribou techni cal advisory group exists
because we requested it. |Its purpose is for our
bi ol ogists to interact with the proponent's biologists
and the Governnent of Nunavut's biologists to discuss
technical matters, and it's up to the group nenbers to
deci de who goes on it.

So we view, as an organization, the hunting
trappi ng organi zations are intruding into the mandate
and responsibilities of the Kitiknmeot Inuit Association
'cause we are executing our mandate and we are nmaking
managenent decisions, and that's what it comes down to.
It conmes down back to the |aw and to Nunavut.

And this was in our opening statenent today made
by Janmes Eet ool ook where we're enphasizing the
i nportance of the CTAGto us and its functionality to
us. And we tailor each group that we create to neet
certain needs. W created through the II1BA the Inuit
Envi ronnmental Advisory Conmttee to get local Inuit to
provi de knowl edge to the m ning conpany on
envi ronnment al aspects. And what we advise all
proponents when running an | EAC, 'cause it's tailored
to the Inuit, we ask for these two basic things:
sel ect an environnental topic that is relatable to them

because they have knowl edge of the area and put it in
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pl ai n | anguage, whether it be in English or Inuktitut
or | nuinnagtun, so that they understand and they
respond because we want themto respond.

Because the first tinme TMAC had an | EAC, which |
attend, they -- they spoke to the people like they're a
bunch of scientists, and they overwhel med themw th
technical ternms and with data, and they did not
respond. And if you keep doing this to people, people
wll withdraw. So | specified to TMAC and al so the --
Sabi na, now B2Gol d, is that when you engage people, you
tailor the neeting to the people you want there. And
so when we're dealing with Inuit, we want themto use
their know edge, we want it to be relatable, and we
want it in plain | anguage so that they provide their
i nput because we want that.

Now, the CTAGis for a different group of people.
It's specific to scientists 'cause we have biol ogi sts,
and our -- we want our biologists to interact with
B2CGol d' s bi ol ogi sts and the Governnent of Nunavut to
deal with specific issues. So it neets our need as the
| andowner. And so B2CGol d cannot just |et anyone in;
they need our perm ssion and perm ssion and agreenent
of the Governnment of Nunavut.

And | also point out that with -- the Athabasca
Dene wanted to be on that. And this project is on

Inuit-owned | and, and the inpact is immediate to the
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nuit, the environnent inpact. And our claimis
greater because it is Inuit-owned land. And if we
all ow the At habasca Dene on it, then any ot her

I ndi genous group of the Northwest Territories wll be
demandi ng the sane thing.

And there's an old adage: Too many cooks spoil
the stew So it beconmes unwi eldy. And then we becone
prone as | andowner to having the CTAG hijacked by ot her
people for political reasons in dealing wwth their |and
claims negotiations wth the Governnent of Canada. And
we are mndful to always protect and act in the
interests of the Kitiknmeot Inuit. That's what we do.
W are the Kitiknmeot Inuit Association. So we have to
defend our interests.

So that's what it cones down to. It's -- it's the
| aw we' re abiding by; it's our decisions that we nake
as managenent in the departnent of land. And so that's
why we select who we want on it and for what purpose
t hat neets our needs.

THE CHAI R Canbri dge Bay.
P. EVALI K Thank you, M. Chair.
Peter Evalik, EHTO Canbridge Bay.

Thank you for that response, John. Wen you
mentioned that the Kitikneot Inuit Association is there
for the Kitikneot Inuit, we are Kitikneot Inuits here

sitting at this table as well.
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And then you nentioned that, you know, the
Kitiknmeot Inuit Association wants to appoi nt biol ogists
who work with biologists from B2CGol d, bi ol ogi sts who
work fromthe federal governnent. |In the regiona
wi I dlife organization, Kitiknmeot Regional Wldlife
Board, which many of ny -- many -- many of these people
up here are part of this board, we have a bi ol ogi st as
wel | .

Can -- can not the -- at least, very least, the
KRWB or, you know, you just don't want -- you're saying
you don't want to be hijacked from anybody else. Do
you think these Kitikneot Inuit up here at this table
are going to hijack anything fromthe Kitikmnmeot |nuit
Association? | don't think so.

Thank you, M. Chair.
THE CHAI R Thank you.

Wuld you like to respond to that or no?
J. ROESCH: |'ve stated our position.
It's our position as an organi zati on. Because, as |
said, we created CTAGin conjunction with the proponent
and the Governnment of Nunavut, and it's for a

particul ar purpose.

THE CHAI R Canbri dge Bay.

P. EVALI K Thank you M. Chair. That's
all 1 have. Thank you very nuch.

THE CHAI R Kugl ukt uk.
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Questions by Community Representatives for
Kugl ukt uk ( Roundt abl e)
A. DUMOND: Thank you, M. Chair.
Amanda Dunond, Kugl uktuk HTO |'mthe manager there.

| think being one of the | ast ones to ask
guestions, | think all of my questions and comments
wer e addressed earlier through this process but also
t hrough ot her engagenents and neetings with the
proponents.

| -- I want to go back to the caribou technica
advi sory group. John fromKitikneot Inuit Association
tal ked about the Nunavut Agreenent, but the hunters and
trappers organi zations are also a part of that. So
when it cones to caribou, Kugluktuk has nmade it a
m ssion to be involved in every -- pretty nuch every
group, every -- every neeting because of the
acknow edged decline of nobst of our herds.

| think a lot of our concern regarding this --
this technical group is that we are not getting the
I nformati on back, and we're not sure what information
I's being shared fromthe community information side.
We acknow edge that Kitikneot Inuit Association is the
| andowner, but there's so nuch out there that i s not
part of Inuit-owned | ands, and that's why we are at the
t abl e t oday.

| just want to al so echo what Peter Evalik had
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said regarding nonitoring and wldlife ecosystens and
the inportance of it. Infrastructure studies often
differ fromother organi zational studies, so it's

really amazing to know and to hear, again, all of the

i nspections and everything that's -- that's going on at
the site. I|I'mjust going to |leave it at that.

Thank you.
THE CHAI R: Thank you. | didn't hear a

qguestion out of that. Thank you.

Om ngneakt ok.
Questions by Community Representatives for
Om ngnakt ok ( Roundt abl e)
P. KAPOLAK: Thank you, M. Chair.

Al'l ny questions and concerns already have been
answered, so | won't repeat them

| just got one question regardi ng your w nd
turbines. WII they all have individual transm ssion

lines to the batteries or just one continuous |ine?

Thank you.

THE CHAl R B2Col d.

M KEEFE: Thank you, M. Chair.
Merl e Keefe.

"' mgoing to ask ny col |l eague Dennis Stansbury to
answer Peter's question. Thank you.
D. STANSBURY: M. Chai r man,
Denni s Stansbury, B2Gol d.
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We are | ooking at the detail ed engi neering on
these right now W're |ooking at the optinum voltages
to produce power at. |If we actually -- if the wnd
turbines actually produce power at a bit higher
vol tage, sonething |ike 13,800, then what we can do is
we can bunch -- like, you can take three of the towers
possi bly and bring themin on a single line. So it
woul d -- you wouldn't have 12 |lines comng in; you may
only have 4 lines coming in. Those details are being
wor ked on now. And then to -- to -- to the transforner
whi ch steps the power down for -- for the batteries and
for the rest of the plant to use.

So -- so that work is ongoing, but we are | ooking

at ways to try to streanline it and to try to mnim ze

the -- the anount of lines that -- that get laid beside
the road and -- and covered.
Thank you.
THE CHAI R Om ngneakt ok.
P. KAPOLAK: Thank you, M. Chair. Sorry.

| forgot to nmention. M nane is Peter Kapol ak,
Om ngnmakt ok HTO
That's all the questions | have. Thank you.
THE CHAI R Ki ngaok, Bathurst Inlet.
Questions by Community Representatives for
Ki ngaok ( Roundt abl e)
A. ROCHE: Thank you, M. Chair. Anthony
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Roche of Burnside Hunters and Trappers.

Over the past eight years, every year, | spend
about three to six nonths harvesting everything in
Bat hurst Inlet. Last year, along with ny famly, we
chose to -- four nonths to harvest our favorite source
of meat. Qur oral history as far back as 130 years
tells us that our ancestors have al so harvested this
meat. And |'m wondering how everyone here has not

ment i oned noose once.

Thank you.
THE CHAI R Thank you. B2Col d.
M KEEFE: Thank you, M. Chair.

Merl e Keefe, B2Col d.

If I may ask, can we please pull up the
at nospheric and terrestrial presentation and advance to
Slide 21, please. It's titled "Avoidance of Wldlife
Areas ldentified By I1Q and TK".

Thank you, M. Chair. Merle Keefe with B2Col d.

And thank you, Anthony, for your question. On the
screen, you'll see a map of B2CGold's winter ice road
connecting the Goose Lake and the south where the
proposed wi nd turbines are |ocated. Follow ng the
wi nter ice road north, you have the marine | aydown
ar ea.

During the original project application, the mne

application, there was an area identified close to the
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mari ne | aydown area just east -- or -- sorry -- west of
southern Bathurst Inlet that traditionally was an area
that was inportant for noose hunting. Wen we | earned
this, we redesigned the winter ice road to avoid that
ar ea.

So through traditional know edge, it was shared
with us that that was an inportant area for winter --
for noose hunting, so we actually redesigned our w nter
ice road to avoid that area.

Additionally, when there is traffic along the
wi nter ice road, we have mtigation neasures, wildlife
mtigation neasures in place for that trucking. |If
they encounter wildlife, they are to stop. And that
I ncl udes noose.

So we have neasures in place within the area and
within the trucking to stop if they encounter wildlife,
and we have redesigned our road to avoid areas that
were identified through traditional know edge as
I nportant for noose hunting.

Thank you. Quana, Anthony.

THE CHAI R Ki ngaok.
A. ROCHE: | appreciate your answer.
Thank you.

Just to be clear as one of the only people who
hunts npose full-time down in Bathurst Inlet, noose are

all over Bathurst Inlet inits entirety, and | do hunt
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it all over the place, so your one |location doesn't cut
it. Thank you.
THE CHAI R Thank you.

W will now break for dinner and continue our
comuni ty roundtable into our evening session starting
at 6:30 and ending at 9. Wen we cone back, we w ||
continue with questions fromthe community
representatives fromthe Kitiknmeot comrunities and
menbers of the public to B2Gol d and regi stered
i ntervenors. See you at 6: 30.

( PROCEEDI NGS ADJOURNED UNTI L 6: 30 PM

( PROCEEDI NGS RECOMMENCED AT 6: 30 PM

Openi ng Remar ks

THE CHAI R Wl cone back, everybody.

Back to the continuation of the Nunavut | npact
Revi ew Board's public hearing in relation to the
assessnent of B2CGold's Back Ri ver energy proposal.

For those of you who don't know nme, |'m Al bert
Ehal oak, and I'mthe vice chair of the Nunavut | npact
Revi ew Board, and | amchairing this public hearing.

Before | nove to introduce the Board and all the
participants in this public hearing, | want everyone to
know that Inuktitut interpretation of the proceedi ngs
IS being provided through receivers that are avail abl e
fromthe sign-in table, and the receivers are set to --

Channel 1 is the floor, Channel 2 is English, Channel 3
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I's Inuktitut.

I f you are having trouble hearing in the
proceedi ngs, please see our technical support, Ryan
Denpster from PIDO, at the side of the room

To ensure we have an accurate record of
participation in the public hearing, please sign in at
the table as you enter the hall.

Wth ne today are ny fell ow board nenbers. W are
the decision-makers for this assessnent. | will now
turn over the m crophone for themto introduce
thenselves in order starting fromthe far end of the
t abl e.

Quy.

G ALI KUT: Thank you, M. Chairnman.

| am Guy Alikut. Also, |'ve been a board nenber
for a total of 13 years, and |I'malso the
secretary-treasurer for the Nunavut |npact Review
Board. Thank you, M. Chairnman.

P. KUSUGAK: Pet er Kusugak, board nenber
first term Thank you.

C. EMRICK Good evening. Catherine
Enrick. This is nmy sixth year with the Nunavut | npact
Review Board. My hone is in Calgary, and it's a

pl easure to be in Canbridge Bay with you. Thank you.
P. OM NGVAKYCXK: ["'m Phillip Kadlun, a Nunavut

| npact Revi ew Board nenber, and |I'm from Kugl ukt uk.
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17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26

H  OHOKANNQAK: "' m Henry Ohokannoak. |'m
originally from Canbridge Bay. |'ve been -- |'ve been
on the Board since 2000. 1I've -- in the past, | have

al ways been a vice chair, and | have al so been a
secretary-treasurer in the past. Thank you.
THE CHAI R We al so have several nenbers
of the Board staff and | egal counsel supporting the
Board during this public hearing. 1In the interest of
time, I amnot going to reintroduce everyone, but for
the parties just joining us, if you need help fromthe
Board, our -- fromthe Board, our staff are wearing
Nl RB nane tags and will be happy to assist you.
During the technical session of this public
heari ng which we conpleted earlier today, the Board
heard fromthe follow ng parties who renain avail abl e
to answer questions during the community round table:
B2CGol d, the proponent; intervenors are Nunavut
Tunngavi k I ncorporated, Kitikneot Inuit Association,
Gover nment of Nunavut, Governnent of the Northwest
Territories, Crown-Indi genous Rel ati ons and Northern
Affairs Canada, Health Canada, Transport Canada.
Tonight is the continuation of the community
roundt abl e session of the public hearing, and during
our tinme here tonight, the Board wll be continuing
Wi th questions fromthe comunity representatives from

the Kiti knmeot comunities, who are sitting around the
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tabl e, and nenbers of the public to B2Gol d and the
I nt ervenors.

For the nenbers of the public who want to ask
guestions to the proponent or the intervenors, please
provide your nane to the NIRB staff at the table as you
enter the room and they will let ne know you woul d
like to speak. We will do our best to hear from
everyone who wants to speak, but please be patient with
us as we work through our speaking order.

I f you don't have any questions but would like to
provide a statenment for the Board's consideration,
pl ease al so speak with our staff. There are many ways
to share your know edge and perspective with the Board,
and our staff will assist you in making sure that
happens.

Around the table, are there any additional
guestions or comments fromthe community
representatives fromthe Kitiknmeot communities?

Kugaar uk.

Questions by Community Representatives for Kugaaruk

( Roundt abl e)

C. NI NGARK: |'"'m Celine Ningark, and |I am
representing ny community of Kugaaruk. | am
representing the CEC, the community enrol nent

comm ttee.

| don't have that many questions. Yesterday Quy
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Alikut -- | heard himnentioning about the youth. W
have to think about our youth and their future because
today we need to ensure that food security is here for
us and our future and -- because we don't have
greenhouses here to grow food and veget abl es.

So as lnuit, we're sitting here. W're here, and
it's because our parents and our grandparents raised us
on country food. | truly believe what Guy Alikut said
yesterday. We need to wake up our -- our youth.

Al'l animals, irregardless of the size of wildlife,
sonme have tendencies to be nore timd, and they have
very good sensory perception, and, like | said, they
can -- they can snell from great distances, and we know
that through traditional know edge.

And as of today, we hear and -- and -- and we can
see forest fire snoke mgrate up north, and we're
seeing different birds comng up north as well as a
result of the forest fire snoke, and we are seeing nore
and nore different insects. W are also seeing birds
of various types that are comng up further north.

We have been raised by country food. | want to
al so say this has been a concern by our El ders because
when prospecting and -- when our -- our land started to
get excavated, there are things that are starting to
energe fromthe ground.

One -- one tine when we were having our comrunity
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cl eanup -- the plastic bags, when they are subnerged in
water for a certain anmount of time, they becone snelly.
I think it was | ast year the hamet -- | had nentioned
that to the hamet. W have a river very close by our
community that has fish, and they all go up river to
spawn. The edge -- the edge of our community, I|ike,

t he seashore, we -- we -- | wanted to have a seashore
cleanup to ensure that the fish are not surrounded by
pol | uti on.

There is a lot of debris that goes into our
shores, and then they start to bi odegrade over tine,
and | just wanted to nention that. Yes, there's that
concern about -- about -- we -- we need to ensure that
our land remains pristine as nmuch as possible, and as
an Elder, | wanted to raise that -- those concerns
about wildlife because that's what we survive on.
That's what we eat on a daily basis. And food
security -- insecurity is a big thing up here, and the
cost of groceries has gone sky-high. So | think we
need to ensure that the wildlife that we live onis --
IS protected.

And there's -- there's always nention about
caribou. There's other wildlife besides caribou.
There's foxes, wolves. Those are part of our -- our
econony and what we -- what we have up here.

And t hank you very much for allowing nme to speak

Dicta Court Reporting Inc.
403-531-0590




330

© 00 N oo o B~ W DN P

N DN D N DD DNN P P PP PR, PRk
o o A W DN P O © 00 N o 0o AW DN O

nmy piece. Thank you.

THE CHAI R: B2Col d.

M KEEFE: Thank you, M. Chair. Merle
Keefe, B2Col d.

And thank you, Celine, for your coments. W
certainly echo the inportance of providing
opportunities to youth. An Inuit-owned firm has been
engaged to partner and devel op and construct the
renewabl e energy centre, if approved, and this wl|l
ensure that econom c benefits fromthe energy centre
are provided to Kitiknmeot Inuit.

Thr oughout the application creation and throughout
nmonitoring efforts, we do our best, and we al ways
I ncorporate youth as well as Elders and wonen and | and
users. W have what's called "career devel opnment
pl ans"” at our project. That's where we take lnuit and
provide themwth a clear path on how to nove up and
take on nore seni or managenent positions.

For exanple, | have an Inuk that works for ne at
site in the environnental departnent. He's currently
an environnmental coordinator. He's gone through the
career devel opnent plan, and he's just been pronoted to
an environnmental supervisor

Cl eanup and keeping the mne site clean is
sonet hi ng you al so nentioned, and you tal ked about

getting out and picking things up. Every year at our
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m ne sites when the snow nelts, all the departnents
ranp down their activities. They pick up garbage bags,
and they wal k out, and they pick up anything that my
not have been visible when there was snow after it
nelts. So we stop activities and wal k around and cl ean
up anyt hi ng.

And in terns of wildlife, yes, a lot of the
conversation has been focused on caribou and birds as
it relates to the energy centre because those are the
concerns that we heard over the last five years as
we' ve been engaging. However, our wildlife mtigation
and nonitoring plan does not just apply to caribou. It
applies to all of the other wildlife, nuskox, arctic
wol ves, wol veri nes, fox, hare, et cetera.

Quana. Thank you.

THE CHAI R: Kugaar uk.
B. | MM NGARK: Thank you, M. Chairman.
Bar naby | mm ngar k.

You are planning to erect 13 wi nd turbines, and
each ones are not very cheap at all, like, a fair
anount, anywhere between 3 to 5 million. And then
especially up north, it costs a lot nore to do
construction work. So the anount you're spending,
like, it's massive for 13 turbines. And for all that,
do you need all that power?

For each, it's, like, 4, 4.5 negawatts, so that's
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quite a bit of power for each turbines. Wy so nmany in

vast space of the land? Like -- and the life span is
only, like, 15, 20 years for -- for each turbines. So
is it well worth spending that -- the noney for 13?

| have one nore after that.
THE CHAI R: B2CGol d.
M KEEFE: Thank you, M. Chair. Merle
Keef e, B2Col d.

And t hank you, Barnaby, for your question. And --
and the short answer is, yes, we do. The -- the
13 turbines will allow us to reduce our fue
consunption significantly. Yes, it is costly to bring
turbines to the project site, but we think that
reduci ng the anount of em ssions that the project wll
generate, the anmount of exhaust fromthe generators,
the reduction in those em ssions -- plus we are going
to al so save the cost of bringing and purchasing the
fuel that we would nornmally need, as you nenti oned,
over those 15 years.

So, yes, the -- the turbines, they' re not cheap,
and -- and it is a big commtnent to purchase them and
ship themand truck themdown to the site. But you

have to renenber that by doing that, there is a | arge

anount of fuel that we will not have to purchase and
ship and truck down to site as well, so we will save
those costs, and we will also save the greenhouse gas
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em ssions that we woul d' ve produced from burning that
fuel .

So over the |life of the mne, it actually reduces
t he anount of noney B2Gol d woul d need to spend, and it
reduces the anount of fuel that we will burn.

Thank you. Quana, Burnaby.

THE CHAI R Kugaar uk.
B. | MM NGARK: Thank you, M. Chair. Burnaby
| mm ngar k, HTO Kugaar uk.

Thanks for the reply, B2.

NI RB, ny next questionis to B2, and it m ght
i nvol ve Kitikmeot Inuit Association.

On the west side of Kitikneot, there are fund --
they get fundings in their comunities, and over on the
east side, we don't see nothing, |like, between
Kugaar uk, Tal oyoak, and G oa Haven. Like, are you guys
provi ding fundings or planning to provide fundings on
the -- like, for Inuit projects or anything el se?

That's ny question. Qujannami k.

THE CHAl R B2Col d.
J. EETOOLOCK: James Eet ool ook, Kitikneot

I nuit Associ ati on.

"Il try and -- 1I'll try and answer these
guestions. | may not properly answer it, but | just
cane, and | just -- ny first termin Decenber with KIA,
and we haven't nmet yet. | haven't been -- | have been
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sworn in, but | haven't been in an official neeting

yet. However, I'm-- what | amaware of is about
the -- with the KIA's -- with the Kitiknmeot Inuit. It
has set sone -- for sone areas, it has sone -- set sone

fundings for sone (NO ENGLI SH FEED) Decenber. W had
pol i shing procedures works up. That's about it. |

haven't been to the neeting yet, a board neeting, and

| -- | cannot answer the -- his questions, and -- and
Il -- I"'mstill newto the Kitiknmeot Inuit Association.
But since -- since I'"'mhere, I'Il -- 1"l consult
with the staff and see what is -- has been spent in
order to give funding to the -- to the -- tothe -- to
the comunities. | think all the comunities -- five

comunities are treated the sane way, and since the --
the mne is closer to Kugluktuk and Canbri dge Bay,
there's probably sone -- a bit nore funding has been
al | ocat ed because they have to find ways to do the
presentation regarding wildlife environnent. And, you
know, everywhere about this m ne being proposed, the
cl osest communities are given nore -- nore attention
even though the whole region is | ooked at.

And I'msorry | cannot answer his question now,
but I can -- you know, | can followit up with -- with
the staff of Kitiknmeot Inuit Association, if that is
okay.

THE CHAI R: B2Col d.
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M KEEFE: Thank you, M. Chair. Merle
Keef e, B2Col d.

And thank you, again, Barnaby. Qur -- we have
mul tiple progranms and policies to provide to the
comunities. They do not distinguish based on the
communities. |f Taloyoak or Kugaaruk has sonething
that they want or wish to see advanced, please take it
to us, B2Gold, and we'd be very happy to have the
conversati on.

We have just hired two new Inuit coordinators that
are working at site, and they are there to support
lnuit. They're from G oa Haven. W have strong --
we' ve al ways had strong enpl oynent nunbers from G oa
Haven. W have Inuit working for us fromall five
Kiti knmeot communities. | know that we're trying to get
nore from Tal oyoak and Kugaaruk. But, again, our
community investnent plan, our Kitikmeot wealth
creation program our donations policy, they do not
di stingui sh based on community.

So, please, if there is sonething that you wish to
di scuss with B2Gol d and our community engagenent team
we'd be very happy to have that conversation.

Thank you. Quana.

THE CHAI R Kugaar uk.
B. | MM NGARK: Quj annam i k, | hi vaut aqg.

Bar naby | mm ngar k.
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At this tinme, | don't have further questions.
Quj annam i k.
THE CHAI R Tal oyoak.
Questions by Coormunity Representatives for Tal oyoak
( Roundt abl e)
M ALEEKEE: Thank you, M. Chair. M chael
Al eekee, CBC (NO ENGLI SH FEED) .

Thank you.
J. ASHEVAK: Joe Ashevak, Tal oyoak HTO
board nenber.

| just want to echo what Barnaby was sayi ng about
the eastern Kitikneot. W' ve always been left out in
Kiti knmeot region. Like the guy from B2CGol d sai d,
there's less workers at the mne in eastern Kitikneot
conpared with western Kitikneot. That's why we al ways
said east and west Kitikneot, but they don't want to
hear east and west. But in the east, we've -- we've
al ways been left out fromKitikmeot Inuit Association
job-wise. | think with this -- with this devol ution,
sonebody is going to have to start doing projects and
do -- and do nore of training on the job, and just |ike
western Kiti knmeot, we're |ooking forward to the future
as well in east Kitikneot.

| just wanted to echo what -- what Barnaby was
saying. W're being left out, and it's a fact, and

nobody wants to hear about it. W want upgrading to do
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training on the job 'cause there's too many -- too --
too -- too many of our young people that are willing to
work but can't find -- find jobs. So I think we shoul d

get back to training on the job with the -- with the
| ocal businesses and mnes in Kitikneot.

Thank you, M. Chair.
THE CHAI R: B2Col d.
M KEEFE: Thank you, M. Chair. Merle
Keef e, B2Col d.

And t hank you, Joe. W're doing a community tour,
a job fair in June of this year. W'I|l be comng to
all the Kitiknmeot communities, including Tal oyoak. W
will bring our human resources teamwhich will be there
just to help Inuit create resunes and find thema job.

So | hope -- and I'lIl be there -- that we see a
strong turnout when we cone to Tal oyoak because we wil |
be there ready to help and create the resunes so that
they can have an opportunity to conme to our mne and
wor k and receive training and even potentially work
their way up.

| cannot speak for the Kitikneot Inuit
Association. | can speak for B2Gold, and we do not
treat the eastern Kitiknmeot communities any different
than the western, and | | ook forward to comng to
Tal oyoak in -- in June as part of the job fair.

Thank you. Quana.
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THE CHAI R Any further questions,

Tal oyoak? Joe, before you start, | have KIA

J. ROESCH: This is John Roesch for the
Kitikmeot Inuit Association. | want to point out that

under our |1 BA with B2Gol d Nunavut, there is an |IIBA
I npl enmentation commttee where two nenbers of KIA neet
with two nenbers of B2Gold to set Inuit enpl oynent
targets and targets for recruiting and tracking from
all Inuit conmmunities. And the |I1BA nanager, Skye
Lacroi x, is on the inplenentation community --
commttee -- inplenentation conmttee, and the |1BA
manager nust neet with Inuit who are hired by B2Col d.
And | al so point out that when it cones to funding
for projects, there's various funding prograns
avai |l abl e through the Kiti knmeot Inuit Association.
There is business devel opnment. This is provided under
the stewardship of Derek Elias, and there's another
program for funding like crafts, and then we have
cultural prograns which are provided to al
communi ties, and we provide, also, training assistance
or prework -- pre-enploynent training, and our
community liaison officers are to provide support in
all comunity, to all Inuit in applying for jobs at
B2Gol d or anywhere el se, and to assist themin resune
witing. That -- that exists.

And so when people talk about funding, there's a
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variety of prograns KIA has in its different
departnents that provide this, and the | ands depart nent
Is the departnent that generates revenue to fund al

t hese prograns because to our |IBA, we get every year a
paynment of over a mllion dollars for |and access.

Plus we're going to get a net snelter royalty of

1 percent that goes to KIA. And this is to sustain KIA
and to sustain its prograns that it provides to

Kiti knmeot Inuit. So there are prograns, and these
prograns are available to all comrunities.

And for project-specific enploynent, the |I1BA
manager has to go and visit all these communities too,
because | had been acting Il1BA nanager, and | did that
in addition to being the senior Hope Bay project
of ficer, and being on the inplenentation commttee,
like with Hope Bay, we set targets, and we track who is
bei ng enpl oyed from where.

So that's being done for the B2Gol d Nunavut
project, the Back River project, and the Il BA nmanager
who is on this conmmttee is responsible for that. So
that -- that's being covered, and you can sinply bring

your concerns about enploynent directly to her.

Thank you.
THE CHAI R Thank you.
Tal oyoak.
J. ASHEVAK: Thank you, M. Chairman. Joe
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Ashevak, Tal oyoak hunters and trappers organi zati on.

| don't know. It's, like, when | said east --
east and west Kitikneot, we've always been treated as
second-cl ass people in the eastern -- eastern
Kitikmeot, and it's true, and we're getting fed up.
It's like there's a border wall between east and west
of Kitiknmeot. W -- we don't get nothing over in the
east when -- when the west side of Kitiknmeot is
profiting fromKIA B2CGold gold -- gold mnes in the
Kitikneot .

We just recently had KIA el ections, and we haven't
seen -- seen the KIA president after the elections in
our hometown. CQur local HTOwote a letter to KIA for
themto visit us and di scuss these kind of matters, and
still we haven't been visited by KIA to tal k about the

future jobs and prograns, and all the while we're being

told that by sone KIA nenbers that east -- west
Kitikmeot is -- how do you call it -- benefitting from
KIA financially, and here in -- in east Kitiknmeot we've
got not hi ng.

And tal ki ng about visiting our communities in east
Kiti kmeot, don't cone and visit us in springtine.
Everybody is out hunting and fishing. Springtine only
cones once a year. June, July, August everybody is out
gathering food for winter supplies. So springtine is

not a good tine for anybody to visit in the communities
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in the Kiti kneot region. And | have to point that out
because a | ot of tinmes we get people comng into our
comunities in springtinme when everybody is out hunting
and fishing, drying fish and neat for w nter supplies,
and that is not a good tine. Another tinme is good.

Thank you, M. Chairnman.

THE CHAI R Thank you.

G oa Haven.

Questions by Community Representatives for G oa Haven
( Roundt abl e)

P.  AKKI KUNGNAK: "' m Peter Akki kungnak. |'m
from G oa Haven representing the hanlet.

W are hel ping, and we're trying to encourage our
comunity. | want to hear nore about jobs bei ng opened
to our youth. W want the -- our econony to -- to grow
in our community. There's noney to be nade, so | am
very pleased to see that the youth in our comunity are
bei ng encouraged to apply for jobs. So that's a very
good opportunity for them

Yes, we would like to see -- yes, we'd like to see
conpani es and associ ations cone to our communities
ot her than springtine because we're out harvesting for
our -- our -- our winters. Us Inuit, we are at hone in
the wintertine, and for those that are -- those of us
that are becom ng Elders. So a lot of us, once the

dark season is -- has -- has ended and we have 24-hour
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dayl i ght, we go

harvesting. It'

our noral e.

out -- out on the |land to do our

s better for our -- our well-being and

W don't have too many nechanics in our

communities as well,

engi neers or --

and we don't have d ass 4

or drivers. There's Cass 4 and 5 jobs

avai l abl e,

but we al so have to abide by licences. So

that's a -- alnost |ike a discouragenent for people to

apply for those type jobs |ike heavy equi pnment | obs.

As Joe was

Kugaar uk, we are not given the sane equal

to -- for funding.

communities. It
don't get any of
citizens. For t
ham et council s,
our conmuniti es,
opportunities.
On the topi

di fferent herds

not only because of overhunting.

there's predators out there that --

are -- are sone

that we could naybe help with the --

or -- and |

agai nst

-- against culls.

sayi ng, G oa Haven, Tal oyoak, and
opportunity
So that's not good for our
's good that there's funding, but we
it. We are treated like third-class
hose of us that are on the hamet's --
we need to see nore jobs available to
nore job opportunities, nore career
c of caribou, we hear that the

are declining. |It's because -- it's

It's al so because
that -- that are --

of the cause. | think there's -- we --

maybe a wol f cul

know t here's organi zations that are

So we'd |ike to see Cl RNAC,
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NTI, KIA-- | think there should be nore nonitoring of
these predators so that the -- there's a popul ation
i ncrease on the caribou herds.

Thank you. It's not -- it's not too nuch of a
question but nore of a coment. Thank you.
THE CHAI R Thank you.

If there are any intervenors that would like to
ask a question, just conme up and take your seat.

Kiti knmeot Inuit Association.
Kiti kmeot I nuit Association Questions B2Gol d
Cor por ati on
J. EETOOLOOK: Quj annam i k, | hivautaq. Thank
you, M. Chairman. | have a brief coment.

When B2CGol d cane to our communities and they spoke

to us, they did a presentation -- a presentation on
their nost-recent project proposal. Yes, there -- not
too nmany people attend the -- when there's conmunity

consultations in our communities, especially during the
springtinme, especially for the three eastern
communities in our region. There was the mning --
there's -- there was a mne site, Lupin and then

El dorado in the Northwest Territories and al so

Nani sivik mne and Little -- and then after that,
Little Cornwallis. There was also -- that -- that --

t hat was m ned.

It's -- they were totally -- they weren't agai nst
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m ni ng, but they had concerns. So ever since -- | want
to -- mnmy people to know if there's going to be a

mne -- a project proposal, there's always going to be
concerns even up to -- right up to today. For those --
there's three communities, Kugaaruk, Tal oyoak, and G oa
Haven, that we -- we always see. W have tel evision
ads. W see job advertisenents on conputers about the
possibility of m nes opening.

There are ways. There are career devel opnent
officers at our KIA office that can help with filling
out applications. The -- our region on Kitikneot east,
it's -- they -- they are always nore concerned about
proj ect proposals. So they're -- the east mnes are
situated nore on Kitikneot west side, so they have |ess
concerns. There are nore benefits. There are nore job
opportunities. It's going to be like that again
once -- once B2 project gets running.

KI A al ways has training opportunities, and they

have regul ar board neetings. |In October, they had
their financial neeting recently. |It's always after --
once -- once soneone gets elected, there are sone board

nmenbers that really don't report to their communities
after what KIAis -- is doing for their people. So
reporting is very essential.

There are also tal ks about benefits directly to

Inuit, but ever since mning started com ng up north,
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this has always been a big concern. It's -- yes, it's
our land, but there are job opportunities, and that's

part of the benefits. The ol der generation at the tine

when mning first started, they didn't -- they were
totally agai nst m ning devel opnent, but it's -- it's --
it"s right up to today, it's all -- there's stil

concerns. There are always going to be pros and cons
toit. There are going to be people that are going to
be opposed to m ning.

Li ke, as Peter was saying, there are -- there are
pros. |If there's environnental assessnent, there's

reviews, but if terns and conditions aren't foll owed,

then that would be -- that -- that wouldn't be good.
Kiti kmeot Inuit Association can see it as a -- as a
pro. In 1975, I'm-- I'"'ma (NO ENG.I SH FEED) in 1975.

| followit right to this day, and I go back as a -- as

a board nmenber |ast election in Decenber.

You know, we have a lot of work to do, and | think
the Kitiknmeot Inuit Association have to go back where
they wll be before, supported by all people, and I
think -- 1 think sonmetinmes w thout too nuch
communi cation from board of directors, it creates a --

I would say it creates a problem between their
communities and the organization that -- that is
supposed to represent them

And | think we're going to work towards that, nmake
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sure everybody gets the actual communication, what's --
what's going on with the organi zati on and what's goi ng
on with the mning -- mning -- mning people, and not
only the m ning people, any project in the north that
can be created to -- to create jobs.

The -- the thing is there. There's a staff in --
in KIA that can help any individual with their
applications. |[If they don't know how to apply, there

IS a person going to the comunities to help with the

application fornms, and -- and, you know, these kind of
t hi ngs do cone up, and we think -- we think they' re not
doi ng enough jobs. [It's probably true in sone cases,
but there's sonmething there that -- to us as the

i ndividuals, if they want work within the industry,
Il i ke, such as m ning and ot hers.

Thank you very nuch.

THE CHAI R: Thank you.
Canbri dge Bay.
P. EVALIK: Peter Evalik, (1 NUKTITUT

SPOKEN) hunters and trappers organi zati on, Canbridge
Bay.

We have nothing to ask at this tinme. Thank you.
A. GERBRANDT: Angel a Gerbrandt fromthe
Muni ci pal ity of Canbridge Bay.

We have no further questions. Thank you.

THE CHAI R Kugl ukt uk.
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A. DUMOND: Amanda Dunond, Kugl uktuk HTO.
| have nothing further at this tine. Thank you.
THE CHAI R Om ngnakt ok.
P. KAPOLAK: Thank you M. Chair. Peter
Kapol ak, Om ngnmakt ok HTO.
No nore further questions. Thank you.
THE CHAI R Ki ngaok.
Questions by Community Representatives for Kingaok
( Roundt abl e)
C. KAPOLAK: Quana, |hivautaq. Kingaok HTO

for Bathurst Inlet, Chair.

Quana for giving nme this chance to speak to

2BGold [sic]. |1've been here before. W've been here

before, but this is sonething new. | m ssed yesterday,

and quana for having the evening session, that |I'm able
to forward ny concerns regarding your plan to put in
the power windmlls.

Li ke everybody el se's concerns here that are
voiced, it's always the concerns regarding the |and,
the wildlife, and the possibilities of sonething going

wong. Any tinme sonething goes wong, you can't

repl ace what goes off in the areas that you're working
at and put it back to its pristine's positions that it
was before you touched it.

But if it neans that

l'i ke,

it's going to save on fuel,

it only -- up here, we've never had that in
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Nunavut, so this is sonething new for everybody, and
it's going to take tine to adjust to what -- what are
the practices of what happens in the south. The only

i ssue and concern that | have are the ness on the |and,
the cleanup after it's all done. And, |like, the rest
of the east community's concerns are after 20 years,
what do you do with all that equi pnent?

|"mgrateful that you guys are close to where we
are living because of what happened | ast summer where
we all faced the forest fires, and to this day, the
governnent -- | nmet themwth them|ast week
indicating -- and they | abelled us as, Ch, you're the
one fromthe tundra fire.

So it's been really, really dry for the last few
years. W haven't had any rain in the |last few years.
Li ke, probably just two days |ast sumrer was our rain,
and we don't have the equipnent to do tundra fires in
our areas because all our willows are as tall as the
Billiken. People don't believe that unless they see it
for thenselves. Like, we have a lot of valleys in
Ki ngaok, and they're about that tall from previous
noi st years that we used to have. But then these days
it's so dry that we ended up with a tundra fire.

And to have 2BGold MLA site (I NDI SCERNI BLE) from
us no matter how snokey it was, we were able to nake it

with all our four boats and spent the night there until
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they figure out how else we're going to deal with this
tundra fire, and we stayed at the canp.

| know there's concerns voiced throughout these
neetings regardi ng anything that is new, whereas before
we have people who work in those mne sites that are
fromthe communities, and rather than hear fromthe
conpany thensel ves, things that happen, we hear it from
the people that work there. And then, you know, we
voi ce our concerns towards the conpany, and that's how
we work with them

| just hope that if anything like this in the
future continues, it's a possibility for -- you know,
we' re al nost near retirenent where we could nove hone,
and it's the only place that we could nove hone. For
us to nove hone is the plan that we had to have in
place for a long tinme, but, you know, there's risks in
pl ace. There's health issues in place. And having
this beside Kingaok is sonething that is good in a way
where we can rely on that, but then, you know, there's
al ways risks |ike everybody el se said.

As long as there's open contact and conmuni cation
with 2BGol d or whatever future m ning conpany that
woul d take over -- and we're okay wth that as |long as
there's open line in communication with al nost anything
t hat happens. Then we -- we're here. Like, we know

the land. Qur famlies know the land in and out of it,
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all the way -- from Contoywto Lake all the way up here,
and any advice you would like to hear fromus, then
we're always able to email through Anthony. Then he
can communi cate that to us.

The biggest one is -- are things that we hear are
not okay. Then that kind of sets off things where the
conmuni cation is not there, so -- for the wwndm Il that
you guys are planning to put in place, and we would
i ke this communication to be open as nuch as you guys

can give us that. (1 NUKTI TUT SPOKEN) .

Quana.
THE CHAI R: B2CGol d.
M KEEFE: Thank you, M. Chair. And I'm

Merl e Keefe, B2CGol d.

And t hank you very much, Connie. CQur relationship
fromthe Back River project, whether it's Sabina or
B2Gol d, with your conmunity and your famly as well as
Om ngnmekt ok are sonething that we deeply respect, and
those lines of conmunication are sonething that we
strive to keep open. And we hear you, and we'll do our

best to keep them open.

You know, due to that deep | evel of respect -- you
nmentioned the wildfires. | was actually on-site. That
was ny helicopter -- not mne, but it was for ny

envi ronnental prograns, and the decision to send it up

to help fight that fire was the easi est decision |
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made. And, yeah, just | really respect the
relationship there, and we'll definitely work to keep
those lIines of conmuni cati on open.

Thank you. Quana.

THE CHAI R Are there any nenbers fromthe
public from Canbridge Bay that would |ike to ask any
guesti ons?

There's nothing. That concludes Day 2 of our
public hearing. Thank you all for your contributions
to a productive day. We'Ill be neeting back here at
9 AMfor the final day of the public hearing, and we'l|
be continuing wwth the community roundtable. W'IlIl see
you tonorrow norning. Before you | eave, please return
to -- your headsets to the front desk, and then we'l]l
prepare for a door prize.

Everybody ready? 726, 724. Sorry. Those are the
| ast three nunbers. 728.

Goodni ght, everyone. W'Il|l see you in the

norni ng, 9 AM

PROCEEDI NGS ADJOURNED UNTIL 9: 00 AM FEBRUARY 29, 2024

Dicta Court Reporting Inc.
403-531-0590




352

© 00 N oo o B~ W DN P

N DN D N DD DNN P P PP PR, PRk
o o A W DN P O © 00 N o 0o AW DN O

CERTI FI CATE OF TRANSCRI PT:

We, Andres Vidal and Derek Lopez, certify that the
f oregoi ng pages are a conplete and accurate transcri pt
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