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Project Component(s) Discussed Terms of Reference revisions
Amendment(s) Discussed N/A

1IBA / ICA Relevance N/A

Meeting Material File Path

(e.g., Sign In Sheet, Presentations, Terms of Reference

Photos)

MEETING SUMMARY

BIM and stakeholders discussed major revisions to the Terms of Reference, including definitions,
functionality of the working group, time frame of distributed materials prior to a meeting, working group
recommendation processes, and selection of an independent Chair. Questions were raised on voting
thresholds, consensus, the independent Chair selection process, significant impact determinations, BIM's
power related to the independent Chair, and the TOR editing process moving forward.

SUMMARY OF ACTION ITEMS

Action ID Item Description Due Date Responsibility

1 Baffinland to revise the flow chart of N/A BIM
the selection of the independent Chair
to include a section on when co-Chairs
would be selected versus a single
Chair.

2 BIM, QIA, and GoC legal counsel to N/A BIM
coordinate on further edits.

MEETING MINUTES

Meeting began at approximately 1:00 PM EDT.

CO — Welcome to new participants, the MHTO, and Pond Inlet. Note that the meeting on Zoom today will
be recorded for minutes. If there are any concerns, please speak up.

CO — Welcome everyone. This is a combined meeting of the MEWG and TEWG. The purpose of today is to
go over the terms of reference and the revised final draft. We will walk through key changes, address
comments received, and then Q&A and discussion on next steps to select an independent Chair. The
revised TOR have been a long time coming and will improve the functionality of the working groups. Not
all of your comments were addressed in the draft, and not all of Baffinland’s comments were addressed
either, but we are in a good place to move forward.

CO - If there are comments not addressed, there will be further revisions in a couple of years.

CO —Thank you everyone. | will pass it over to Christine to provide overview of key changes in the TOR.

Page 2



2
EBaﬁinland MARY RIVER PROJECT

CK — Hello everyone, I’'m Christine Kowbel, and I'm one of Baffinland’s lawyers. I’'m going to go through
the changes at a high level so there is time for questions. The first section we had comments on was
Definitions. First, was the definition of the “precautionary principle”. The main comment was that
Baffinland was using a definition that only considered cost. Baffinland has now added more to this
definition to include many factors about making recommendations, not just cost. The next definition is
“consensus”, where the original definition said that all members need to agree. The definition has been
revised to say 80% need to agree, not everyone.

CK — The next changes are in Section 2 Function. One of the important functions of the working group is
to give recommendations, and there were comments on what should be considered in a reasonable
recommendation. We’ve added to the list of things to consider, like the precautionary principle and other
definitions, the connection of the effect to the project, whether the change is needed to make the project
sustainable, what it would take for Baffinland to implement, including what workers would need to do
and what studies are necessary. Also added a definition of recommendations that would not be
reasonable and would not be carried forward at a meeting as they would have too big an impact on the
project. The Chair would decide this, not Baffinland. Added detail on the Chair or NIRB stepping in for
dispute resolution.

CK — Also made changes to the composition of the working groups. When TOR are accepted, Baffinland
will no longer be the Chair and a new Independent Chair will be hired. We have also added members to
the group. Any HTOs from Arctic Bay, Sanirajak, Igloolik, Clyde River, Kimmirut, and Kinngait can be
members of the working group. Members have full participation rights, including ability to make
recommendations to Baffinland. The role of observers has also been changed. Observers can participate
in meetings but do not have power to make recommendations to Baffinland.

CK — Next is Section 5. We received comments that people want to have the right documents and have
time to read them before the meetings. We have made that process better and set deadlines for the Chair
to circulate materials before meetings. Clarifications made to the schedule of meetings to allow for more
meetings moving forward.

CK — Next is Section 8, which sets out the process for how the working group can make recommendations
to Baffinland. If a member wants to make a recommendation, there is a process to present it to the group
and explain why the recommendation is needed and how it will be effective to address a problem. There
will be a vote, including by Baffinland, because they are a member of the group. If Baffinland votes yes to
the recommendation, it becomes enforceable and must be implemented. If other members do not agree,
there is a process to go to the Chair or NIRB. The process is meant to give everyone a chance to work
together to adjust the recommendation, which will help make the recommendations something
Baffinland can accept.

CK — Last section is “Other”. TOR are subject to review in two years. This is almost a pilot project to see if
these TOR work better than what we’ve been working with. In two years, the Chair will run a process to
allow members to review TOR again. Final change comes from conversation with QIA. The working group
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is meant to deal with day-to-day and operations, but QIA wanted a process for when a member thinks
something is urgently needed. In that situation, the member would go to the Chair and Baffinland and
point out there is something to be immediately reviewed.

CK — The rest are appendices. We've added a list of qualities we and other members would like to see for
the independent Chair in Appendix C. We recognize these may not all be present in one person and we
may need two Chairs. Those are the big changes as we see them.

CO — Thank you for the overview. Let’s take a break if there are no immediate questions, and we will
address questions when we come back.

Ikajutit HTO — How do we become a member?

CO - If you are interested in membership then you can become a member. As of today, you are a member.
Sanirajak HTO — Sanirajak would like to become a member too.

CO — That’s great, thank you. Any other questions? I'll start with Jessica from the GN.

JW — Why are the voting thresholds different for the selection of the Chair, which is unanimous, while the
selection for the final member recommendation is 80% or higher, but needs to include a positive vote
from Baffinland? So why is there a discrepancy between those two voting thresholds and why is it not by
majority? My concern is the functionality of those thresholds.

CK —The reason that the TOR looks for unanimous consent to the Chair is that we think that given the way
the appointments work, if we are not able to come to an agreement on the Chair, we start over with a
new person. This way everyone will be motivated to come to an agreement. The Chair will be selected
from a list of nominees, and members can nominate too, so there’s a good chance we will be able to come
to a consensus on that. If everyone agrees, they’ll be more supportive of the Chair. The 80% threshold
was in response to comments which asked for less than 100%, so we chose 80%. And for why Baffinland
needs to be part of the 80% for the recommendation to be enforceable, the reason is that the terms and
conditions for the project are set by the Minister. If Baffinland adds commitments, then other mitigations
can be added. But if the working group was able to make a recommendation and make it binding without
Baffinland’s agreement, it would be like putting them in the position of the Minister. So this approach is
consistent with respecting that the Minister sets the terms and conditions for the project. The other
aspect is that in an ideal world, we would always want 100% agreement, but that won’t always happen.
Recommendation votes will happen a lot more often than the Independent Chair vote. So if we made it
100% agreement for all votes, that would reduce functionality. Part of what we’re trying to do with these
new TOR is make things more functional.

JW — Thank you for explaining. My other question is can Baffinland provide insight on how the short list
for the Independent Chair candidates would be created.
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CO — Before we conclude the meeting today, we will go through the selection process for the short list of
the Chair. Next is Connor Goddard from QIA.

CG — Something that QIA has taken issue with during the TOR editing process has been the ability for
Baffinland to veto final member recommendation. | thought we had established some agreeable grounds
with Baffinland making concessions at Section 8.2.14. And the linking back of 8.2.14 to 8.2.11 still gives
Baffinland the power of veto. Is that a clerical error during the iterative editing process of renumbering
items? Wanted to flag this as something we still take issue with.

CK —That is not a clerical error. The way that was worked through with QIA and Baffinland is that there is
additional process where Baffinland has more evidence being brought forward and additional discussion.
If in the end Baffinland does not agree with the final vote, it’s still recorded as a recommendation and
goes to NIRB that someone made the recommendation. The reason for Baffinland’s lack of support would
then need to be communicated to NIRB. For recommendations Baffinland accepts, those become
enforceable and Baffinland has to follow through on those.

CG — | will pass it over to Lorraine Land.

LL — There may be some miscommunication here, because from QIA’s perspective, we understood this
was being resolved to ensure that there was a situation where a recommendation could go through a
process to deal with any potential disputes about the recommendation. | think the reason why CG flagged
this as a potential clerical error is in some of the discussions back and forth, we went through different
versions that referred within the TOR to other provisions, and it looks like some of that may not track in
terms of the relationship between provision 8.2.14 and the other provisions. So just to be clear that from
QIA’s perspective, the intention is not to say that if Baffinland does not support a recommendation that
is made, that it then goes to the Chair for resolution, then to NIRB for resolution, and then it comes back
for a final vote that would then still be vetoed by Baffinland.

CK —That isn’t a clerical error. It's important to focus on provision 8.2.12 and going back to NIRB and the
Chair and there is opportunity to consider the recommendation further. There will be opportunity for
members to explain why they think the recommendation should follow the original wording. However,
the power to set terms and conditions for the project is with the Minister alone. It is not proper in law for
the working group to be given that power. Baffinland is happy to go back and discuss references and
wording further with QIA.

CO — Going to Joseph now.
JM — Thank you. The basis here is that the Minister sets the terms and conditions for the project. We

cannot delegate the Minister’s ability to impose conditions on the project. But the Minister here has
imposed conditions on the project — specifically Term and Condition 77 — which says the working group
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can create binding conditions. | don’t think we have to be too worried about exercising ministerial power
that we don’t have, because the Minister has said that exercising that power is a condition of the project.

CK — Since you’re a lawyer, you're familiar with the law, which is that the Minister can’t delegate things
he can’t give away to other people. That’s a conversation for us to have as lawyers. Just because there is
a term and condition that says something doesn’t mean the minister delegated that authority. We don’t
agree that it says what you think it says, and even if it did, we don’t think the Minister has the legal
authority to do that.

JM —Thank you. I'd like to go over some previous points, like consensus decision making. There’s no single
definition of consensus, but in each case it’s the opposite of tie-breaking votes. It’s more about discussing
and arriving at views. If 80% of people agree on a point, how is it consensus-making when one party can
veto the consensus?

CK — If you look through Section 8, part of consensus isn’t just the vote at the end of the day, it’s the
conversations and understanding people. The way these TOR have been restructured is to give more
shape to that process, so that is the goal of consensus. People will be very clear when they’re making a
recommendation for consideration, clear about the IQ, and the scientific evidence to support it. Baffinland
is going to look at that and explain what they need to do on-site to implement things, and then we’ll come
to a vote. Consensus is a process, not just about the vote. And the second part of your question, why
should Baffinland have to agree to it? The answer is that they’re the ones who have to implement it.
You’ve heard my point on the Minister being the one to set terms and conditions. That’s the basis for
Baffinland deciding to go ahead with this project. Working groups and other things are there to help
improve the project if there are things we need to do. Maybe Cortney, you could speak to the diving
recommendation as one example where Baffinland was able to not implement the exact recommendation
but something very similar to it. That’s the kind of compromise and consensus we’re hoping this group
can get to. It’s not a veto, it’s coming to something that will actually work and that we can invest time and
finances into and be confident it is going to be effective.

CO — The example CK mentioned was a recommendation from a few years back where we were asked to
use divers to do some work on the hull of boats. We looked into it, but from a Baffinland perspective, it
was a significant health and safety risk. But what we were able to implement was the use of mechanized
equipment that can do the same work as divers with less risk. So it wasn’t that Baffinland ignored the
recommendation, it was a retooling of what made the most sense from an operational perspective.

CK — So in that case, if the recommendation was accepted as worded, people would have been at risk.
When Baffinland doesn’t accept the recommendation, it’s not because of money or Baffinland being
difficult, there are a lot of factors that go into that decision.

JM —Thank you for those examples. A second question | had about the TORs is that the text of term and
condition 77 provides that disputes about recommendations should be referred to a third party and in
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this proposed process we have disputes proposed to the Chair. So I’'m wondering why we’re departing
from the term and condition on that point.

CK — I think it's a good chance to emphasize that the Independent Chair will be a third party, not someone
already part of the working group. This new resolution to the Independent Chair will be dispute resolution
by a third party. There’s also a section which talks about how NIRB can help with dispute resolution, and
they are also a third party.

JM — Thank you. Lastly, | understand that previously every government department was treated as a
separate member, as opposed to now, we have the Government of Canada treated as one member. Why
is this? We have several departments, all of whom have different perspectives.

CK—In Appendix B, all MEWG members and observers are listed. Various departments of the Government
of Canada are listed separately there. | think what you're talking about is a distinction about voting, and
we thought it was most fair for the Government of Canada to vote as one, just like Government of
Nunavut, gets one vote, QIA gets one vote. If every sub department of GoC was able to vote on
recommendations, the numbers could cause a problem for voting and be unfair to others.

JM — 1 guess we'll follow up later to clear up the difference between, can GoC vote and then departments,
as members with their own representatives in their own roles.

CK — It sounds like we’re on the same page on that point.
CO - Any other questions? Amanda?

AJ — Thank you. | have a question about the determination of what is a significant impact to the project
and how the Chair would make that determination. As well, some confusion between Section 2.3 and
8.2.3. Section 2.3 has a voting process that relies on the working group seeing a recommendation, but if
the Chair rejects it before it gets to the working group, how would that reach the voting process? | think
there is a lack of clarity that needs to be looked at again. That also includes 2.1.6.2.

CK—-Thank you, Amanda. The decision about proposals that would significantly challenge the scope, scale,
and viability, that’s not something Baffinland would decide. The Chair would decide. If you look at the
qualifications for the Independent Chair, and there may be co-Chairs, we need to trust their ability to
make recommendation decisions. The reason for that particular provision you’re talking about is that we
respect that once the formal recommendation is made, it’s a lot of work and emotion for people to invest
in a process. If a recommendation is for all shipping for the project to stop and it’s a non-starter, we think
it's better for the Chair to look at that and give direction to that person to go back and rethink that
recommendation, rather than going through a process all the way to the end, when there isn’t a chance
of success based on the nature of the impact of the recommendation. So | don’t think those will happen
very often. And | think even having this provision means that people will do their best to make
recommendations that are implementable and wouldn’t have this impact.
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AJ — Thank you. My next question is that Baffinland has the power to fire the Chair. | don’t think that
qualifies as independent, and | understand why that financial issue clause is there. But | think there may
need to be a shift in the wording to refer the financial issue to an independent third party for review,
instead of Baffinland reviewing it and making the unanimous decision to fire the Chair. If we could shift
that wording, it would create further independence of the Chair.

CK — The provision you’re talking about is Section 4.2.9, and those are situations, the only time that
Baffinland would be able to trigger by itself the termination of the Chair, would be for financial
misconduct. The reason that doesn’t compromise independence is that what happens next isn’t that
Baffinland becomes the Chair, but a new one is appointed. That person will still be independent.

AJ—Thank you. | think to avoid any perception that Baffinland has the power to remove the Chair, it would
be easier to refer any financial impropriety or issue to an independent review to review and remove the
Chair if needed. | think that would provide better understanding and view of independence.

CK — I think it’s important to note that there are many working groups for projects across the north, but
Baffinland is the only proponent that has said they’re willing to pay for an independent third party Chair
for the working groups. This is something new and is quite a big financial commitment, so | think this is
reasonable and generally, if any member has a concern that the Chair is not following the TOR or not
running the group in a way that we think is consistent with the appendices and qualifications, we would
just get a new Chair. It’s not going to control what people do, it’s just asking them to follow the rules of
the job that they take on, as anyone would expect of anyone taking on a contract.

AJ — Thank you. One more comment. | wanted to state that we agree with QIA that the working groups
are not put in the position of the Minister if the working group provides a recommendation that Baffinland
disagrees with, and this is an important part of the TOR, so it may be time to go back to NIRB or the
Minister for clarification on the types of recommendations because this is a really important part.

CK — That is noted and we think we put forward a reasonable process and an improvement over the
current process. And it's important for everyone to recognize that these TOR will be in place for the next
two years, and then there will be a chance to revisit them generally. If we keep delaying the TOR, we don’t
get a chance to improve. We don’t get a chance to get this Independent Chair, or to improve our system.
And the current frustrations that people are having and the challenges we’re having in getting to what we
really want to do with the working group will continue. | think the kind of process you’re talking about,
Amanda, is going to push things out in a way that it’s just going to keep causing these problems. So we all
need to reflect on that, and as Cortney said, this is all a compromise. This is not all what Baffinland wants,
this is not all what anyone wants. So our suggestion is to move forward with these TOR and see how they
work.
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AJ — Thank you for that answer. | wasn’t suggesting that anything stop in the process. | think those two
things can happen at once, so we can move forward with the TOR and we can also ask the Minister for
clarification on what is meant by enforceable recommendation.

CK — Not to belabour the point, but moving forward with TOR that are still open to issues the way you're
talking about is not going to support functionality for the next two year period that | think we all need. So
again, | ask everyone to reflect on that. We have been modifying these TOR since 2019, and these open
issues are making it hard to come to something. | think everyone could look at this and say it’s better than
what we have now. It’s not perfect, but it’s better. So | encourage everybody to reflect on that.

AJ —That’s actually what I’'m trying to avoid is having two years of disagreement over what an enforceable
recommendation is, so | think asking the Minister and NIRB what an enforceable recommendation is
would actually make things a little easier and clearer as we move through these two years. That’s what
I’'m trying to achieve.

CK —So | hear that you don’t like it, Amanda, but | think it’s clear. | think we’ll move on with, and I'll turn
it back to Cortney.

CO — Any more questions or comments? I'm not seeing anyone, so we'll take a five minute break to give
Lizzie, our translator, a break. We'll reconvene and then we’ll go through the selection process for the
Chair so we’re clear on that. We can talk about the qualifications and then take any last questions and
conclude.

<<Meeting breaks for 5 minutes>>

CO — On the screen is the qualifications and qualities required for an Independent Chair. | wanted to see
if anything on here needs clarification, or if there were any other characteristics, skills, or qualities that
anybody wanted to add to this list. I'm sharing my screen so | can’t quite see everybody. If you can put
your hand up, it’ll pop up and I'll be able to address comments that way. Okay, so I’'m taking silence as
consent here, what I’'m seeing is no hands. The list is comprehensive and we’re okay with it. I'll bring up
the flow chart of how to select the Independent Chair. Basically all members of the working group can
select or put forward up to two candidates they think meet the qualifications, and some written rationale
explaining how the candidate meets the qualifications set out in the criteria list. Once we’ve received
either a list from all members or confirmation they are abstaining, we will reach out to candidates and
gauge interest and discuss the budget that comes with the scope of work. Once we have confirmation
from those candidates that they are interested, and like any job application, they’re okay with the budget
set for the terms of work, we would circulate to the members a short list of candidates from the larger
group. Then after the short list with the rationale and confirmation is received, we would schedule a
virtual meeting with at least 14 days’ notice. At that virtual meeting, there would be an opportunity to
discuss all of the candidates from the short list as a group, and potentially bring them to the meeting to
introduce themselves and describe their qualifications and interest in chairing the working group. The
objective of that meeting would be to ultimately select a Chair, or Chairs, through unanimous consensus
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vote if that’s achievable. If it was not achieved, it could be referred to the NIRB for advice. If after that
advice is received, there is still uncertainty or it’s not a unanimous consensus, then a new process would
begin. It's encouraging that the qualifications seem to speak for themselves, so we all know the type of
Chair the group is looking for. Any questions on the process or candidate selection or qualifications?
Jessica, go ahead.

JW = From the flow chart, where does the mechanism for it to be one Chair then two Chairs, co-Chairs?
Where in the process does that happen? | searched the document and it wasn’t spelled out anywhere.

CO —You're right, it’s not explicit in the flow chart, but we see that as being part of the selection meeting.
If there was interest to have two of those candidates work as co-Chairs, there would be the opportunity
to discuss it.

JW — If we meet and see the credentials of the potential candidates, and after that Baffinland gauges
temperature in the room to determine if people wanted a single Chair or co-Chairs, then how does it
work? What's the voting mechanism there?

CO - There would be opportunity as well to consider the idea once we had that short list of candidates.
Once we have a comprehensive list of candidates and then have a short list of who's interested and willing,
once it is circulated, there would be a discussion at that time as to whether the group is in favour of a co-
Chair or a Chair. It would be hard to gauge that until we know the quality of candidates that come forward
and what skills they bring and how they might complement one another. There could be one single Chair
that exhibits all the qualities that the Chair needs, and in the event where that’s not the case, there could
be two complementary candidates. We can add a piece to the flow chart where the co-Chair decision
would be made. Any other questions? Go ahead Connor.

CG —l ask that further bilateral discussion take place, or back and forth on edits resume, between QIA and
Baffinland’s mutual counsel. | wanted to see what the group’s thoughts were on that process continuing
as we move forward on the selection process for the independent Chair, simultaneously, and not having
the finalization of the edits a necessary prerequisite to engaging the independent Chair selection process.
And further add that we’d like to see the GoC engage in that discussion at the legal level. For clarification,
that legal counsel re-engage on finalization of the TOR edit. In referencing legal counsel, I'm referring to
QIA, Baffinland, and the government, and that at the same time, we advance the selection process for the
independent Chair.

CK —Thank you, Connor. Baffinland is always happy to meet with QIA. We don’t think we support moving
forward with the Independent Chair until we have this finalized and more certain, but we can talk about
that offline.

CG — Does the GoC have a perspective on this that they’d like to raise?

CO — I'm not hearing GoC weigh in here, so I'll turn it over to the rest of the group to provide last minute
feedback.
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AB — We were discussing in the background, but we do see the value of being further engaged in that part
of the process as QIA requested, so we would like to participate.

CK —Yes, we can have a legal conversation. As | said, | think there’s some confusion on the fundamentals
of the law here, so we’re happy to have that conversation.

CO - Thank you everyone, we’ll be wrapping up our meeting for today a little early. Thank you for
participating and for your patience as we got going a bit slow today. We'll leave it as an action for the legal
counsels between QIA and Baffinland to coordinate with the GoC.

Meeting closed at approximately 3:37 PM EDT.
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May 22", 2024
Terrestrial Environmental Working Group (TEWG) Meeting

Meeting ID: T-22052024

Group / Organization: TEWG Members and Observers, Baffinland and Consultants
Meeting Location: Virtual - ZOOM

Meeting Chair: Cortney Oliver

Organization Name Participants

Member Organization

Mittimatalik Hunters and
Trappers Organization (MHTO)
Clyde River (Nangmautuaq)

Present (name to be confirmed)

Hunters and Trappers Absent
Organization (NHTO)

Igloolik Hunters and Trappers Judah
Organization (IHTO) Andrew

Hall Beach (Sanirajak) Hunters
and Trappers Organization (HB Absent
HTA)

Arctic Bay (lkajutit) Hunters and
Trappers Organization (IHTA)

Absent

Lizzie Philips (LP) — Interpreter
Cortney Oliver (CO)

Jesse Manufor (JM)

Katie Babin (KB)

Lou Kamermans (LM)
Connor Deveraux (CD)
Tabitha Kasarnak(TK)

Paul Smith (PS)

Melissa Pinto (MP)
Jennifer Sabourin (JS)
Bruce Stewart (BS)

Jeff Higdon (JH)

Qikigtani Inuit Association (QIA) Susan Leech (SL)

and Consultants Conor Goddard (CG)
Andrew Jaworenko (AlJ)
Richard Nesbitt (RN)
Natalie (Lee) D’Souza (ND)
John Ringrose (JR)

Baffinland Iron Mines
Corporation (Baffinland)

Environment and Climate Change
Canada (ECCC)

Government of Nunavut (GN)

Mike Setterington (MS)
Lyndsay Doetzel (LD)

Patrick Audet (PA)

Justine Benjamin (JB)
Christina Tenant (CT) (partial)

Environmental Dynamics
Incorporated (EDI)

360 Oakville Place Drive, Suite 300 | Oakville, ON, L6H 6K8 | Main: 416.364.8820 | Fax: 416.364.0193 | www.baffinland.com
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Organization Name Participants

¥Baffinland

Nunavut Impact Review Board

(NIRB) Absent
Natural Resources Canada

Clarise Fiset (CF
(NRCan) arise Fiset (CF)

Canadian Northern Economic
Development Agency (CanNor)
Others Bridget Campbell

Chantel E (CE)

AGENDA - MAY 22"°, 2024

Time ‘ Agenda Item Lead Materials Purpose

12:30-12:45 Welcome and Roll Call C. Oliver N/A N/A
Minutes For Approval
12:45-1:00 Review Minutes and Action Items C. Oliver
Action Log For Information
) ) . N 2023
1:00 - 2:00 2023 Terrestrial Monitoring Program Results
Terrestrial
2:00 —2:15 Health Break Environment
Annual . .
P. Audet o For Discussion
Monitoring
2:15-2:45 2023 Terrestrial Monitoring Program Results Report, 2023
NIRB  Annual
Report
QIA recommendation for collecting western c ol /s QlA Formal
. Oliver .
2:45-3:30 science baseline data in Steensby Regional Study Leech Recommendati | For Discussion
eec
Area (RSA) via collars or wildlife cameras on

Discussion Related to Technical Comment QIA-TE-
2(1)

BIM commits to work with the TEWG to redefine

. . . M.
3:30-3:45 deflections to include repeated caribou balking in s N/A For Discussion

tteringt

the Project area by November 30, 2024, to ensure cHierington
that a new definition of deflections is included in an
updated Terrestrial Environment Mitigation and
Monitoring Plan filed with the 2024 Annual Report

to NIRB.
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MARY RIVER PROJECT
TEWG Meeting Minutes

3:45-4:15

Discussion Related to Technical Comment QIA-TE-
2(2)

BIM commits to working with the TEWG to explore
whether marked-recapture using pellets is an
approach that could be used to estimate caribou
abundance across the regional study areaq,
including whether this method would be
acceptable to Inuit, and provide a report with
recommendations to TEWG by November 30, 2024
on potential use of this method. Whether this
program can be considered as an alternative will
consider if 1) the information is required, 2) the
information provided would not be duplicative of
another program that is running, and 3) the
potential impact of additional flights is acceptable.

M.
Setterington

N/A For Discussion

4:15-4:45

Overview of Spring 2024 Dust Audit Committee
Site Visit

Stantec

N/A For Information

4:45 -5:00

Summary of Actions and Wrap-Up

C. Oliver

N/A N/A
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SUMARY OF ACTION ITEMS

MARY RIVER PROJECT
TEWG Meeting Minutes

Action ID ‘ Responsibility Item Description Due Date Status
Completed
T-22052024 BIM To send QIA recommendations to all members and Not specified Completed
provide timelines for response. BIM, QIA and GN
support HTOs to answer question on collaring program
Outstanding Action Items

NR ide TEW ith B i |

T-23062022-3 NRCan Can to provide G with Casa Berardi study results Upon completion. | In progress as of December 13%, 2023.

comparing passive air sampler and canister results.

Provide summary of caribou health monitoring program
in writing, including program year, number of samples

In progress. Specific details relating to

November 2023.

T-14022023-02 | GN . Not specified locations of collected samples, and available

collected, location of each collected sample, and any . .

. results, are still required.
results that are available.
. . . . In progress. Cannot increase sample

T-14022023-07 | GN GN to |.nvest|gate options a§ to whether compensation Not specified. compensation, but open to funding from

for caribou samples can be increased. .

Baffinland.

T7-16022023-04 | GN GN to arrange a meeting with MHTO to discuss Not specified. Not started.

upcoming caribou surveys for the GN.

QIA and Baffinland to discuss how to heavily involve QIA In progress. BIM Site Environment will
T-14022023-16 QIA/Baffinland enV|ronme.ntaI monlto.rs in he.Ilcopter prqgrams to Not specified. proylde a list of programs tha.t F)JA .

ensure optimal compliance with flight height environmental monitors participated in at

requirements. Dec 2023 TEWG meeting.

QIA to share the snow sampling program public e In progress. Anticipate completion in Q1 of
T-14022023-13 IA Not fied.

Q summary with the TEWG. Ot specitie 2024 for TEWG review.

T7-13122023-02 | GN/MHTO GN to arrange a meeting with MHTO to discussa Not specified. Not started.

potential caribou collaring program on North Baffin

GN to discuss funding opportunities with WWF
T-13122023-03 GN/WWF regarding deployment of wildlife cameras within the Not specified. Not started.

study area.

QIA to provide comments to the TEWG on the updated
T-13122023-04 QlA isopleth modelling that was circulated in June 2023, and | Not specified. Not started.
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Action ID ‘ Responsibility Item Description Due Date Status

Baffinland to arrange a bilateral meeting with QIA to
T-13122023-05 BIM address outstanding concerns related to isopleth Not specified. Not started.

modelling.
7-13122023-06 | BIM/EDI BIM to follow up with the GN to get the caribou survey |\ 1 oo ifieq Not started.

observations from 2014.

ECCC to share the field reports for the PRISM research,

as well as the report re. uncertainty of future bird -
1-13122023-07 ECCC movement predications with the MEWG. ECCC to share Not specified Not started.

photos of the satellite bird tags directly with the MHTO.

BIM to translate the pilot 0.5 m height dustfall technical . In progress. Technical memo was submitted
1-13122023-09 BIM memo for distribution to the TEWG. Not specified. for translation 19-December-2023.

Cortney to send a follow up email to both the MEWG . .

| .E | I MEW
T7-13122023-10 | BIM and TEWG about the TOR review and consideration of | Q4 2023. n progress. Email was circulated to MEWG
L . only on 18-Dec-2023.
nominating a chair.
New Action Items
T-22052024 BIM To look at Agnico definition of deflection. Nov. 30", 2024 In progress
T-22052024 BIM To get back to the TEWG on commitment on pellets Nov. 30th, 2024
L In progress

before the timelines
T-22052024 QIA To provide additional comments and questions on Not specified Not started

dustfall and satellite imagery via email with the TEWG
T-22052024 EDI To resubmit memo on data extrapolation Not specified Not started
T-22052024 QlA To submit question and rationale for annual lichen Not specified

sampling Not started
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MEETING MINUTES

CO [BIM]

PA [EDI]

Roll call and introductions.

The purpose of this presentation is to present a high-level summary of our annual 2023
monitoring results. The presentation will follow same format as the report for
consistency. Since 2012, the project has actively monitored various endpoints - climate,
weather factors, disturbance factors, response factors to inform mitigation where they
are required. We will explain in basic terms what these endpoints are. Annually we
monitor climate/weather patterns to provide an understanding of the environmental
setting and to have a description of the general condition of the project. Whether it is a
particularly wet year or dry year, what the predominate winds are, to understand the
disturbance factors — noise, dust fall, traffic on the Tote road and helicopter overflights of
the project on the environment. The focus of terrestrial monitoring is to verify whether
there are effects of the project on the terrestrial environment. To monitor response
factors, [we focus on] Valued Ecosystem Component (VEC) to determine whether there
are any project effects, which includes potential impacts on vegetation, wildlife and
wildlife habitat. The study design is described in the Terrestrial Environment Mitigation
Monitoring Plan (TEMMP).

What | have highlighted on the slide is the active portions of the project, that is, extraction,
hauling, shipping and mining. This is how we differentiate the components of the project.
Objective of terrestrial monitoring program is to look at all the endpoints individually and
holistically to have a picture or understanding of the potential effects on the different
endpoints. The potential effect on receiving environment and response as it relates to
wildlife and vegetation. This presentation is a high-level summary of the 2023 TEAMR —
Terrestrial Environment Monitoring Annual Report.

Annually we report on Inuit participation in our program, helicopter overflights, Tote road
traffic, dustfall from different perspectives including mitigation that is been applied by the
project, dustfall monitoring and imagery analysis to determine dustfall extent; vegetation-
looking at vegetation cover. We also report on mammals, but that’s something we wont
dive into in this presentation, snow tracks, snow bank heights; obstacles to wildlife
crossings; height of land surveys; outcome of remote camera surveys; aerial caribou
survey that was completed in 2023; hunter visitor logs and outcome of bird surveys. We
had Inuit participation, but we did not have their permission to show their faces so it is
blurred, but the picture is about vegetation abundance at one of the reference sites.

In 2023, we recorded highest amount of Inuit participation in our programs since 2006,
with eight Inuit participants. The chart shows the different Inuit participation since 2006,
it goes up and down because we do many different things during different monitoring
years/campaigns.
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In terms of reporting on climate, there are two meteorological stations one at the mine
site and one at Milne Port. Based on feedback from the TEWG and formal feedback that
we have received on the report over the years, climate data is now presented as annual
trends to check if this is consistent with data year over year. 2023-climate pattern were
within the range of the historical record. However, we did find that late summer (August
and September) were wetter than previous year and there was a late thaw. This affects
whether vegetation is green or not at the time of assessment. This is why it’s important
to understand what the weather is doing at the project. In terms of Tote road traffic,
transits are consistent as previous years. For helicopter overflights, there has been a lot
of discuss in the TEWG on how we characterise complying with compliance. What we have
done in the most recent report is a revised compliance rationale, providing comments on
when there is compliance or non-compliance, and intersection with sensitive areas. This
table summarises flight hours per month, where these are happening within the snow
geese moulting season or not. The total number of over flight is decreasing verse previous
years, total compliance is increasing, and when | talk about compliance this includes flights
that meet the definition for compliance as well as flights that have a rationale. The most
common reason for non-compliance is based on sling and short-distance travel and
weather is are the few instances of non-compliance. In cases where we have flights path
intersecting the snow goose area, this is due to line of travel along the periphery of the
identified snow goose area.

Dustfall is a standing issue for discussion, and so we consistently cross-reference our
findings with other monitoring end-points, like vegetation abundance. It needs to be
emphasised that the Mary River project monitors dustfall like no other project in the
Arctic. The TEAMR includes what the dustfall mitigation are, whether they were successful
or not, whether they will be continued to be used. Outcomes of the passive dustfall
monitoring and outcome of remote sensing through imagery analysis to determine the
spatial extent are, at the project. In terms of dustfall mitigation, there is continued
application of two types of treatment, using commercial products (Dust blocker and Dust
treat). A visual representation shows that when applied, it decreases dust during stock
pilling and on transits. Dustfall sampling and measuring, we have discussed passive
monitoring, the data is consistent with other years, there is a slight decrease in total
annual dust deposition this could be linked to rainier condition that is suppressing
globalisation of dust. Remote sensing methods to determine dustfall extent, it started as
a pilot but has been advancing with Natural Resources Canada (NRCan). One of the key
outcomes of discussions at the TEWG was to increase the scope, what dust can we
observe through spatial analysis, and to identify areas of community concerns. We have
identified these areas of community concerns within the 2023 dustfall study area. Darker
spots refers to area of higher concertation of dust, especially on the mine site and Milne
Port, light colours were remotely sensed far away and not likely to be applicable to the
project. The outcome shows that dustfall trends is similar from 2014 to 2023 in the areas
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— Milne Port, Milne Inlet, and Tote road N and S. One outcomes of TEWG meeting was to
conduct snow sampling pilot study. We looked at this but it was inconclusive, it did not
yield any new direction. Looking at those areas of community concern, those areas had
mean values below the reference sites for 2014-2023.

The TEMMP determines the frequency that we look at some of the endpoints — some of
them we look at every year, others every three years. In 2023, we looked Vegetation
abundance and composition of the project. This was a big program; we completed this in
one month of field wok with Inuit participants to look at potential effects on vegetation
abundance. This map shows all the sites we looked at in the project. These sites coincide
with passive dustfall monitoring and (soil/lichen) metal sampling sites. We also had
reference sites that are further away from the site. The methods we applied here study
transects of the project. There were 15 transects —distributed at the Mine site, along Tote
road and at the Milne Port— and we had replicate samples plots at different points away
from project. An example is one reference site, 100m away. At each of these sites, we
look at, what are the predominant conditions of the landscape, what are vegetation
conditions [at the scale of the] quadrant, and what are the soil conditions at these
locations. In summary year over year, we found that there is no change in vegetation
cover, or change in species composition at any of the assessment locations. One
recommendation from TEWG was potential effect of herbivory that is if animals were
grazing, we adjusted to look at exclusion fencing. There is no evidence that animals are
grazing at any of the sites. 2023 August was particularly wet, when comparing vegetation
composition and abundance over different years, we found that most impact on
vegetation is weather variability, which is whether it is a wet or dry year.

We looked at interaction of wildlife with the project through height of land(HOL) surveys.
This survey is done yearly and involves going to the highest surrounding land to observe
wildlife interactions. We had 24 HOL observation points. The dots on the map are the
locations where we conduct observation; at six of these locations, we have wildlife trap
cameras to capture wildlife. At each of these locations, we have our Inuit participants who
use sighting scopes and binoculars to document their observations. Here is example of
wildlife camera and we capture pictures year long of potential wildlife interactions. We
setup these cameras to avoid disturbance and they have undisrupted line of sight. The
circles on the map are where the cameras ae located.

Aerial caribou survey has been discussed previously and it is in the TEAMR report. The
aerial survey is using fixed wing planes around the study area to make observation of
caribou. This is conducted in late winter. Yellow line is the impact - Tote road, Milne Port
and mine. We extended the study area to the East and West based on recommendations
from GN and HTO. The outcomes have been reported at previous TEWG meetings. The
purpose and objective of the study was to make observation of caribou, where they are
located on land, what is the total abundance of caribou at the project. The red dots are
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the caribou observation during the aerial survey, size of the dot indicates the number of
caribous observed, generally, there is a greater number of caribou in the south subregion
of the project than in the north subregion.

We also report on other project monitoring initiatives that are led by the BIM on-site
team. In the TEAMR we have reported Hunter/visitor logs — observations, interaction and
mortalities. During winter, we monitor snow banks to make sure they are in compliance
and monitor snow track. In spring-summer, the site team conduct active migratory bird
nest sweeps and this is reported in the report.

This concludes the high-level summary of 2023 terrestrial survey. We have discussed what
2024 activity will be, this year will be a small HOL and invasive species program. The 2023
TEAMR is the 10t year of effect monitoring at the project and the 2023 findings align with
FEIS predictions for the project. The TEWG has contributed greatly to improvement on
the program over the years.

End of presentation.

TK [MHTO]

CO [BIM]

Andrew [IHTO]

MS [EDI]

Andrew [IHTO]

MS [EDI]

PS [ECCC]

Community reported that the white foxes that were posted by BIM, one from Arctic Bay.
The legs were covered in red. People are asking question, if that particular fox came from
Mary River. Do you have a study on white foxes?

We don’t study foxes specifically, occasionally if the foxes ran across site, they may have
collected dust or potential soil on them. We are aware that there have been red dust
observed on foxes and we take all effort measures to reduce this though things like
fencing and waste management.

| have a quick question about aerial survey, is there plans to do aerial survey after 2023

We don’t have immediate plans, we have a good estimate of the number of caribou in
the RSA. We want to move on with other studies like collaring. We do not foresee aerial
surveys in the near future.

Are there plans to do study on caribou migration in the southwest of the study area, and
east of Steensby their calving grounds?

Are you referring to south east winter feeding area and east calving grounds? Those areas
have been done in the past. RSA is a small part of the entire range of North Baffinland
caribou. This is the area we limit our studies and compare it with surveys by GN. We
developed the RSA in 2007 and 2008 in caribou workshops with the five communities.

Thanks Patrick, | was expecting to get a bit more interpretation on the vegetation results.
The near project plot had lower vegetation than the other plots, probably not, but the
results were in the direction you would expect to see. If you can comment a bit more? It’s
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on slide 29. | noticed high litter and low ground cover in the most recent years in the 30m
and 100m treatments.

You may recall, that we mentioned that it's a wetter year versus other years. That has
been the main trend driver for this year, and that’s what you have observed. We have a
shift from green vegetation to more litter, and this is not clear if it is a project effect. The
main driver is the time of year and how wet and how the vegetation responds to that.

| remember discussions a number of years ago, about how habitat near site might be in
terms of moisture than habitats far away, so your explanation makes sense.

The studies are timed during the time of year, when we can do the best observations. We
were there during the very faint flowering period, which helps us identify the vegetation,
and what they are.

15 minute health break

MHTO

PA [EDI]

[IHTO]

MS [EDI]

RN [QIA]

CT [EDI]

How are the plants growing? Are they noticeable when you are doing the abundance
surveys?

When we are lower in elevation and closer to water bodies, vegetation is more abundant
than higher elevation where there tends to be more rocks. How the vegetation are doing
depend on where we are. Based on our findings, we could not find any statistical
difference in vegetation abundance or the types of vegetation when it is closer or away
from project site.

We noticed that the aerial survey location was fixed in 2007/8 we think it’s too far away
in this day and age due to animals coming back in their migratory patterns. We think this
area for the aerial caribou survey is a little outdated, can it be modified to redo this survey
sometime in the near future.

The area we are looking at, is how the area was defined for the survey in 2007 and 2008,
then we added area based on request from GN and MHTO. If we go to the survey results
slide, they last surveys was done in March 2023. We did survey from 2007 through 2011.
And they are is based on historical evidence of distribution of North Baffinland caribou
and traditional knowledge provided by community members

On slide 22. Potential modifications to the existing dustfall monitoring program. From our
understanding there is only 1, 2022 sample site that corresponds to the Sentinel 2 satellite
images. So we are wondering, how the dustfall program can be adjusted to obtain dustfall
on the snow for ground truthing the dust fall estimates?

This year, we have provided footprint of satellite to help align imagery with snow
sampling. We will be collecting data until we get a sample size that can support it. We are
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trying to align the collection with the imagery footprints we will see what this year looks
like and make adjustment as needed.

What does that look like functionally, is BIM trying to expand the dustfall monitoring to
better make sure that Sentinel 2 satellite footprint will overlap with the snow sampling
stations?

We are providing optimal snow sampling dates to onsite staff as well as | mentioned
providing the footprint of satellite with specific site to better to align sampling with the
specific locations.

Any pre-emptive adjustments of dustfall sampling on the ground to try to better overlap
with, for example, 2023 satellite imagery results?

For the purpose of this forum, can you provide this question in writing so that we can
provide a fullsome response.

Extrapolation of the data, data is collected over a short time and an estimate of dustfall
monitoring is provided for that time. For the stations in particular, that dustfall collection
happened in the summer months, it appears in the annual report that there is some
extrapolation for the rest of the year even 1km beyond the site. How did this happen
during winter months, as Inuit observed dust on snow in those winter months?

We last year provided memo on how we will extrapolate data at sites where dustfall
sampling cannot happen during the winter. We are happy to resubmit that memo.

We will appreciate if you will resubmit that memo. The question on extrapolation goes
beyond the passive dustfall sampling stations and extends to the satellite estimates that
have been extrapolated for the rest of the year. From our understanding, it appears that
the satellite images collected dustfall data over a short period only April and May and
estimates were provided for the whole year. Is this provided in the memo?

Satellite data is not extrapolated for the entire year; it is specific for that period. | believe
it is stated in methods in the terrestrial monitoring report. Not over the annual timeframe.

How representative is this data collected over a couple of months understandably near
the end of winter period for dustfall? Considering that, we are using the satellite imagery
to try to get a better understanding of dustfall further away from the site where it
becomes hazardous during the winter months.

Satellite imagery is limited in its use. It cannot provide estimate for the entire year, it helps
to inform the winter extent, and it helps fill in the blank where we cannot sample all year
round.
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Our concern is how dustfall changes over the year with variances in wind pattern and
weather condition especially precipitation. A suggestion is for those types of memo
should be included in the TEAMR.

We can, but as a reminder you accepted the memo. It is something we can consider.

The TEAMR indicate that metal sampling was not done in 2023, but 2022 had above
concentration, but not at levels of concern, but we also know that those are guesses. We
are wondering if you will do sampling between now and start of the southern corridor,
and will you do metal annual sampling along the Tote road.

| guess there are two parts to this, the practical part and the part to what we are seeing.
| don’t think its necessary to increase our current sampling as those values are very low,
below detection limits. From a practical and conservation perspective, collecting lichen in
an enough volume for laboratory analysis is destructive, so we want to reduce our
footprint on the landscape, so | don’t think we should increase to annual sampling.

| will give Susan a chance to respond, but for the interest of time, | would say anymore
technical questions or comments should be sent through the NIRB annual report review,
and we can respond to them through that channel.

If we are seeing quite widespread impacts to lichen, that the potential loss to lichen from
the sampling in the discrete area is not as great as the potential widespread impacts that
we are seeing. | hear you that the levels are not concerning, but given the exceedances in
dustfall and indication that we are starting to accumulate in lichen, we may want to move
to a more precautionary approach and make sure we are catching those increases as they
build up. We will like to provide some more questions in writing as a follow-up.

Just for clarity, we are not seeing widespread metal uptake on lichen across the project
or metal accumulation on soil on any of our sites. The question is related to the 2022
TEAMR. So | guess when we get the opportunity to look at this in the next cycle we can
talk. Like you said you will send in the questions, but ultimately, we are not seeing any
impacts on all of the vegetation that we are examining.

| just want to clarify that we want to, and we would prefer to submit these question
outside of the NIRB. We think the whole group should hear the questions, and any
guestion could be addressed before we get into the next cycle.

Any further questions we will like to get them in writing through the NIRB reporting
process. From resourcing its better in the NIRB reporting, but if you feel otherwise, you
can submit to the TEWG.
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QIA Recommendation by Susan Leech [SL]

CO [BIM]

CG [QlA]

CO [BIM]

SL[QIA]

CO [BIM]
IHTO

CO [BIM]

| want to thank QIA for putting forward a recommendation, it is actually the first one to
the group. | am going to turn it to QIA to walk us through what the recommendation is,
the rationale, what the objective is, what they are looking for from this group, and then
we can chat and have some discussion.

| will just provide some context. The concern was a lack of baseline data for caribou in the
Steensby corridor area. The outgoing chair of MHTO David, voiced his support for the
gathering of that data through collaring to improve the western science on caribou
knowledge. His concern was that he was outgoing and we should seek feedback from the
HTOs and impacted communities on what their perspective was. We went and put some
recommendation for the gathering of that data by collaring or other means. We have
suggested in the recommendation that we stick to terms in the drafts terms of reference,
but we have some flexibility. David had suggested that he would support the gathering of
that data through western science by collaring in the Steensby corridor. We have sought
input from HTOs and impacted communities via this recommendation. That is addition to
feedback from other members participating in this group.

Considering that it is Steensby; we are hoping to get all HTAs and HTOs support for the
recommendation. Susan, can you read the recommendation out to the group for those
who may not have read the memo.

| will try to read the important points, | cannot read the entire thing. QIA recommends
that BIM conduct western science baseline monitoring of caribou within the RSA
corresponding to the southern transportation route before the start of construction along
the route and in accordance with what is deemed reasonably acceptable to the HTOs
following their input. QIA recommends that the data be collected using one or more of
the following western science methods. Collaring of at least 35 caribou in different groups
and we note that this is the preferred approach, if it is deemed reasonably acceptable to
HTOs, and or robust camera trapping study to monitor caribou presence and movement
in the study area to be designed in collaboration with the TEWG.

Are there any questions on the recommendation from our HTOs
| would like for marine wildlife baseline study to be added to the recommendation.

| appreciate that comment. This is a targeted recommendation for caribou collaring, | can
take the marine mammal monitoring to MEWG, and you can talk to me offline. Susan you
can continue with the rest of the recommendation and implication, and we can chat about
it.
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SL [QIA] The reason why we think this is important. | think we can read what is in the

CO [BIM]

Judah [IHTO]

CO [BIM]

Mike [EDI]

recommendation, but | want to provide additional rationale, which is specific to the idea
of collaring. The recommendation is to collect baseline data for caribou using western
science in the southern transportation area. The specific preference is to put collars on
caribou, but people have not always accepted this. However, we think it is the best, to
really see how caribou are using the area right now before it is built so that we can
understand and detect what the differences are, and how the use changes as the route is
built and then put into operation and considering that caribou numbers are increasing in
this period. We really think it is the best way from a western science to see that
information. | am happy to show an example of what collaring looks like, and what
information from to get it, if people will like to see that. In workshops held in 2022,
community members identified that the lack of western science baseline data on caribou
within the southern transportation area is of serious concern. If we want to put additional
mitigation measures in place because we are seeing caribou avoidance or changes in
movement that affects how they survive and thrive, we need to know what they are doing
now ideally; and be able to see how that changes overtime in the area near the
transportation route compared to areas that are further away. We think that collaring is
the best way to do that. We know that people have identified concerns on collaring
caribou. A collar is put on caribou using net from a helicopter. Once a caribou is caught,
the people who are doing it try to reduce stress by doing this quickly, but there is risk
associated with doing this. From an ethical perspective and respect for the animals, we
need to ensure we are getting good data and only collaring what we need. This allows us
to get really good data that will ensure that caribou is able to cross the railway, and know
that they can come back in the numbers that were out before.

| want to jump right in, buy inviting John Ringrose from the GN who is on the call. BIM,
depending on the sentiment of the HTOs and their appetite we are willing to collaborate
and look at doing a collaring program to get this baseline data but we are looking for
support from the HTOs to move forward with that.

We don’t mind doing collaring, just wondering if there is caribou killed in the process of
putting collar, will there be compensation? Will there be any study on caribou and railroad
interaction or data to compare with North Baffin caribou study?

| would ask John Ringrose from GN to know if they have experienced death of caribou
from collaring, and if there are study to show caribou interaction with railroad in other
jurisdiction.

The intent of the collaring program is to collect baseline data and look at how collared
caribou respond to railway as a structure. There are studies on how caribou responds to
linear types of disturbances (railroad) and GN has done that study with mainland herds.
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We are looking at doing something similar on North Baffin Island with appropriate sample
of caribou collars.

Mortality can happen, but it’s not common. We take care to reduce this risk by using
experts, ensuring there is good snow conditions and not chasing it into the rocks.

if there is caribou mortality during collaring, | would recommend that it should be brought
to the nearest community to the location.

That’s exactly what we do. If we have a mortality, we usually have HTO with us and we fly
this to the community to be distributed. If there is research related mortality, this does
not come out of the Total Allowable Harvest (TAH). The recent collaring that happened in
South Baffin there were no GN researchers that participated, it was completely led by
HTO representative. If HTO wants, they can discuss the details with us.

As a next step depending on the rest of the members if there is no opposition, we can
recirculate the QIA memo with the HTAs and provide us with a written response. We can
do this for all TEWG members given a timeline for written responses back to the TEWG.
This will allow HTO board to think about it and provide written recommendation to the
TEWG.

| want to ask if the MHTO have any comments right now.

If there are follow-up question from the HTOs or other members. | am sure we can
arrange for GN to provide more information of what they have done to HTOs and other
interested parties. | hope | have not over extended this. | just want to make sure there is
opportunity to ask all the questions.

We are also willing to meet with HTOs and HTAs as needed to provide more information
about recommendation. There is a bit of time before we need to have a decision on
collars. We want to make sure we get a good response from people so that we can think
about an alternative if collaring is not going to work. Although, we think collaring is the
best approach to get the data we need.

We have seen presentation in the past from GN, will there be any collaring studies in this
part of the world that can compliment this 35 caribou group study that is proposed?

We are looking at 35 for our purposes but we are looking at collaboration with GN on
studies in the area they may be running concurrently. To exercise some synergies if this
is to go forward

That’s exactly what | was hoping, if there are plans in the next few years. if these studies
can be done at the same time for maximum benefit.
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From our perspective its important that we want to share resources, we have been taking
with GN.

If there will be collaring in the program area for 35, is possible for GN to look at collaring
in other areas. The last time we did collaring in North Baffin; focussed on the area we
wanted which was like an overlap between North Baffin caribou and central Baffin. There
was not any collaring in the RSA. If there is going to be additional collaring say 35,
obviously the GN will be interested in that program, but it will be better for us if we
expanded it to other areas across North Baffin because we are looking at large population
management so we want collars spread out, not necessarily focused on one area.

This is a test case of Terms of Reference, we will recirculate the recommendation and ask
for review and comments to be reviewed by the TEWG members and to Susan’s point, we
are interested in moving forward so we are aligned there. Any additional thought on the
agenda? | want to thank QIA for putting in a recommendation and for the GN jumping in
as well.

Can we have 5 — 10 minutes health break?

Another break 10minutes

Technical Comments from QIA on SOP

CO [BIM]

SL[QIA]

The QIA had provided technical comments to the SOP. We will be discussing two of them
as it relates to the TEWG. We will be discussing of two of these recommendations as it
relates to the TEWG. BIM will work with the TEWG, to redefine deflections to include
repeat caribou bulking in the project area by November 30™", 2024, to ensure that a new
definition of deflections is included in an updated Terrestrial Environment Mitigation
Monitoring Plan (TEMMP) filed with the 2024 annual report to the NIRB. | read the first
technical comment, Susan | will turn it to you for rationale and comments on the
recommendation

This commitment was about deflection and how we define deflection. The TEMMP talks
about deflection in the trigger action response table. We want to know when caribou
approaches a railway or road, whether they continue moving through, they stop, or they
deflect? What exactly does that deflect mean? Go parallel to the road, stop and hesitate,
go back. We want to know if the structure has an impact on their ability to move to a
different habitat or use a lot of energy, which may affect how well they are able to survive.
The TEMMP defines deflection as caribou that fails to cross the Tote road when it
approaches it, and the note is, it was defined by the TEWG. | do not know when that
happened, | think it was before my time, we want to revisit this definition, because we
want to know when we get to see deflection and what we are considering as deflections.
How does balking(hesitation) when it gets to the road, moving back and forth. We need
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to make sure we make those definitions definitely clear. Our suggestion was, we want
BIM to make a specific definition of deflection, whether we should do it as a group or let
BIM do this for the group.

BIM’s take on this is we would ask QIA to redefine deflection and provide this to the
TEWG. The rationale being that this was defined at one of the earliest meetings of the
TEWG before my time or your time. We would have QIA redefine deflection and provide
something to the group. We are not opposed to a new definition, it is a QIA
recommendation, so looking at what QIA thinks a new definition should be.

Just to clarify, this was a previously review that was done and BIM has committed to
redefining it. | am curious if any one has any comments, but the commitment is clear. We
are opening this to the group for comments, and we can respond on you suggestion.

In the interest of a working group theme, | think it will be beneficial to look at some of
the documentation from issue of deflection from the Agnico Eagle mine. If | remember
correctly, KIA raised a number of issues for the methodology of defining deflection for the
road. It might be helpful if we look at those concerns raised at that time and how it was
resolved, to ensure we are not making same mistakes. As to who should do that, QIA or
BIM, | do not have any perspective.

There is value in looking at Agnico and KIA case study, to see if it relevant.

BIM can take that away and look at Agnico Eagle and KIA case, but to be frank Susan, this
is what QIA wanted, so if there is something QIA is looking at or has in mind. That’s want
we want to know or hear. BIM is using what TEWG defined earlier and we are satisfied
with it. If you have something in mind, we are looking at your leadership.

| am looking at the document, and the commitment is for BIM to work with the TEWG to
redefine deflection. | think the commitment has been made by BIM. | clarified why its
important, because right now we have a very vague definition of deflection. In practice,
it will be difficult to implement with the current definition. | will look unto BIM, as it is not
a QIA commitment. BIM should do the work and look at options, looking at the Agnico
Eagle based KIA is a good starting point, so | agree with that.

Maybe | will see if anyone has concerns with how deflections are currently defined. Is it
something the broader group sees as problematic?

The commitment remains outstanding regardless of feedback on it. It remains with BIM

| suggest you have boots on the ground to avoid deflection and have them going in the
direction of their ancient route.
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BIM will take the action to look at Agnico Eagle definition of deflection and circle back to
the group.

2" Commitment — Exploring marked recapture using pellets as an approach that can be
used to estimate caribou abundance across RSA. While is a commitment, | invite QIA
provide rationale as it is a technical comment from QIA.

In this case, the commitment was to work with the TEWG to know if marked recapture
using pellets as a western science based approach. We are looking at BIM to consider how
pellets study can be designed. The reason we bring this option forward is, if we can’t do
collaring, pellets(poop) collecting and doing an analysis of what is in the poop to find out
how the individuals are behaving, look at genetic information and contaminants, as its
genetic information that helps with monitoring, can be a good alternative.

To clarify, what is the objective of a pellets survey?

During aerial surveys, you mark where you see caribou and come back with helicopter to
collect pellets or you can work with the communities to collect pellets as they are out on
the land. You can get really rich data, one thing you don’t get is see how caribou moves,
but you get information on population size, whether population is increasing or not,
number of males and females, ages, information on health, stress levels looking at cortisol
levels. It is really a way to understand how caribou are using the area now and know if
caribou is using the area as expected. It is not a strong method as collaring but this is an
alternative. And that’s why we have asked BIM to commit to the idea. If we decide to do
collaring, we do not need to do this.

Whether collaring or pellets, we are wondering if traditional knowledge and IQ can be
incorporated in the study

Yes, absolutely.
BIM preference will be to focus on collaring until there is a determination on it.

Just to conclude this discussion. You made these two commitments | believe in the SOP.
There is a timeline to this commitment to give a recommendation and a report to TEWG
by November 30th 2024. Our request to you is, what is the timeline to fulfil both of the
commitments which we are happy to discuss, but we are really looking up to you to fulfill
the commitment that are part of the SOP.

To fulfil the commitment we are discussing it now, and what we are proposing is to drop
the idea of doing a pellets survey and focus on collaring and get some consensus from the
group right now on whether that is acceptable. We like to put our efforts on engagements
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on collaring and not write reports on pellets. Except if it is determined, that collaring is
not feasible then we can revisit pellets.

The crux of the problem is if we don’t get agreement on collaring, we need to get the
alternatives prepared in advance before construction begins in Steensby corridor.
Moreover, we need at least 1-year baseline data, to have those in place.

QIlA is proposing 3 recommendations. | think we want to focus our resources on collaring
and | am hoping that the TEWG will support that approach. If not, otherwise we will
consider the timelines.

| believe the collaring will be more valuable because we can get data on deflection.

The commitment as well as recommendation can be done concurrently. We see them as
two different things.

We don’t have infinite resources to do multiple caribou studies. Pellet survey requires
flight time, collection, analysis, DNA and all of that. Collaring is very expensive to run as
GN knows. What | am looking for is a give from this group for us to focus where efforts
needs to be placed. It won't be feasible to run all of these programs. Rather we should
focus our efforts, which will help BIM and hopefully see some good collaboration on the
collaring program.

| think Connor has somewhat responded to this. | think we want to make sure that there
is an alternative in place, we are not asking for that to be ruled out. There are different
information you can get. If we do collaring, we are able to get information from both the
northern and southern, and then we are in a very good place. However, we still do not
get information on stress levels, and can do some interesting studies with the pellets. If,
there is no support for collaring, we want to know there is an alternative plan to roll out
quickly because the window to get baseline information will closeout quickly. That is the
point.

I am going to invite Mike to jump in on the pellet conversation, then we go to Igloolik
HTO.

If we don’t focus our effort on collaring, or the collaring program is not initiated, we will
have to shift to other behavioural based observations. Pellets are a possibility, but it
requires additional flying which is a disturbance in the zone of influence. | am unsure of
the question being asked by the QIA and why pellet surveys are suggested. Paul (ECCC)
mentioned population survey, which it might get but there are many assumptions that
must be met. We must be clear on the question, and what method is required to answer
the question, and then we can pursue the right survey method. We have to be clear what
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the objective is, get the right method as opposed to a suggestive method. What is our
objective, what are we trying to pursue, how do we get that information?

Whatever method we decide on caribou study, the most accurate will be to do some
collaring, but whatever options we choose, | don’t want finances to be an issue. Thinking
about it, what if we can’t hunt caribou because of SOP2, no amount of money will replace
our caribou that we can hunt there in Steensby area.

It doesn’t seem like we will get some sort of consensus. BIM will take this away and
provide something to the TEWG in writing that members can respond to.

Just to go back, you asked if people can support the current definition of deflection and |
could not comment. The definition of deflection from the November 2023 project
certificate and it defined deflection as caribou that approach but did not cross the Tote
road, but there were no more details than that. Therefore, from my perspective that is
not detailed enough. And if you look up conversations in respect to Agnico, | would argue
that there should be a more detailed definition of deflection.

Just to bring it back except if Connor wants to say something, but this is in fact a
commitment made by BIM in the SOP process. We appreciate that you are going to
respond in writing. | think part of the response would be looking at what we did in our
recommendation of what the goals will be using western science to collect data and why
we think collaring is the best method. We want to see in that response what are the
objectives of the monitoring we want to collectively see. One final comment is the RSA
should be re-examined to make sure it is covering what is appropriate from Inuit 1Q
perceptive which was made by IHTO.

John, maybe you can comment. Are pellets are typically collected during collaring

For the program we did in Baffin recently. We did not collect pellets in the programs we
have done, because we are focused on collaring to limit the time helicopter is in the area.
However, if while collaring there are pellets and hair we can collect is, but we do not go
out of our way to collect pellets. It just means that there is more stress on the animal and
we want to reduce the stress. You will need a separate program for collection of pellets,
to make sure you collect enough pellets. As Mike already mentioned, this will involve
having a helicopter in the area dedicated to collecting pellets.

To add to that pellets survey will involve a fixed wing survey of distribution and population
count and helicopter standing by to go out and collect the pellets which adds to
substantial additional flying.

| want to thank everyone, Christina from the dust audit committee who has been waiting
to provide an update for us on their recent visit.
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Update on Dust Audit committee Visit — Christina Stantec

CT [EDI]

RN [QIA]

CT [EDI]

CO [BIM]

Dust audit committee completed site visit on April 23 and 24. We had community
members from Igloolik, Sanirajak, Pond Inlet, Arctic Bay and Clyde River who were able to
attend. During the site visit we had the opportunity to see the trials at pressure line C as
well as an update from BIM with respect to the recommendation the Dust audit
committee has earlier provided in March 2023. That include having some back and forth
discussion on the current plan for some of the recommendations. The Dust audit
committee is in the process of finalizing the annual report. That annual report will cover
what has been done to date, comments on the status of the recommendations and what
the committee sees as the next steps. This is a high level of what was completed to date.

This is not the first site visit by the Dust audit committee. Can you speak on BIM efforts
to address the recommendations that were issued last year?

One of the comments we have received from the Dust audit committee is that they are
happy that BIM has taken the recommendations the committee provided and that they
are taken opportunity to see that crushing occurs, to see the crushing and the dust it
produces and the current mitigation taken by BIM. And compare between the last visit
and the current one. They were happy to see that and provided comments that overall
BIM is actively working on the recommendation, and that even for recommendations that
weren’t feasible that BIM was considering alternatives and having active conservations
on that.

Stantec will be putting up a report and submitting it to the NIRB, so there will be more
information in that report. | had opportunities to attend and there were good for
guestions raised.

Summary of Actions and Wrap up

The actions from the meeting were read out and summarized. The chair, thanked everyone for attending

and contribution. That completes today’s meeting. The minutes and actions will be circulated as soon

possible.

Meeting closed at 5:00 pm EST.
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AGENDA - OCTOBER 10™, 2024

MARY RIVER PROJECT
TEWG Meeting Minutes

Agenda Item Materials Purpose
12:30-1:00 Welcome and Roll Call C. Oliver N/A N/A
Minutes For Approval
1:00-1:15 Review Minutes and Action Items J. Manufor
Action Log For Information
Technical
. Memo:
Progress on QIA Formal Recommendation ) . . )
1:15-2:00 . C. Oliver Southern Rail | For Discussion
for Collaring Program )
Caribou
Monitoring
Discussion Related to Technical Comment
QIA-TE-2(1)
BIM commits to work with the TEWG to Technical
redefine deflections to include repeated Memo:
2:00-3:00 caribou  balking in the Project area by M. Revisiting the | For Discussion
Setterington
November 30, 2024, to ensure that a new 8 Definition of
definition of deflections is included in an ‘Deflection’
updated Terrestrial Environment Mitigation
and Monitoring Plan filed with the 2024
Annual Report to NIRB.
3:00-3:15 Health Break

Page 2




TBaffinland

MARY RIVER PROJECT
TEWG Meeting Minutes

Discussion Related to Technical Comment
QIA-TE-2(2)

BIM commits to working with the TEWG to
explore whether marked-recapture using
pellets is an approach that could be used to
estimate caribou abundance across the
regional study area, including whether this

Technical
Memo:
Consideratio

method would be acceptable to Inuit, and | \, ns for Pellet-
3:15-4:15 ; ; ; ’ Based DNA | For Discussion
provide a report with recommendations to Setterington
TEWG by November 30, 2024 on potential Mark-
use of this method. Whether this program Recapture
can be considered as an alternative will for  Caribou
consider if 1) the information is required, 2) Abundance
the information provided would not be
duplicative of another program that is
running, and 3) the potential impact of
additional flights is acceptable.
4:15-4:20 Update on the TOR C. Oliver N/A For Information
4:20-4:30 Summary of Actions and Wrap-Up C. Oliver N/A N/A
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Action ID ‘ Responsibility  Item Description Due Date Status
Outstanding Action Items
T-23062022-3 NRCan NRCan t.o prowc.le TE.WG with Casa Berz'ardl study results Completed NRCan to prowc!e this to QIA during T-
comparing passive air sampler and canister results. 10102024 meeting
Provide summary of caribou health monitoring program In prc.>gress. Specific details relating to .
in writing, including program year, number of samples locations of collected samples, and available
T-14022023-02 | GN & . § prog year, P In progress results, are still required. BIM will clarify this
collected, location of each collected sample, and any
results that are available request to the GN, as well as complete a
) DSSA for location data on this item
GN requests that action items that are not
N i ith MHT i ifi he M Ri Proj includi
T-16022023-04 | GN GN to e?rrangej a meeting wit O to discuss Not Applicable sp.ea icto the gry iver F roject (inc .udlng
upcoming caribou surveys for the GN. this one) are not included in the meeting
minute action item tables.
GN requests that action items that are not
GN to arrange a meeting with MHTO to discuss a . specific to the Mary River Project (including
T-13122023-02 N/MHT Not Appl |
3122023-0 GN/ © potential caribou collaring program on North Baffin ot Applicable this one) are not included in the meeting
minute action item tables.
GN to discuss funding opportunities with WWF . .
T-13122023-03 | GN/WWF regarding deployment of wildlife cameras within the Not Applicable Not likely tc.) happen, GN not planning a
camera project.
study area.
2014 data is not part of the DSSA and the
BIM to follow up with the GN to get the caribou survey DSSA will have to be amended. K. Shofstall
-13122023- B ED
1-13122023-06 IM/EDI observations from 2014. In progress will work with BIMC to update this
agreement.
ECCC to share the field reports for the PRISM research,
as well as the report re: uncertainty of future bird P. Smith will do this today during T-
T-13122023-07 ECCC C leted
movement predications with the MEWG. ECCC to share omplete 10102024 meeting
photos of the satellite bird tags directly with the MHTO.
New Action Items
T-10102024-01 | BIM To resubmit QIA caribou collaring recommendation to | ¢, pjogq Shared with HTAs on Oct 11
the HTAs for discussion with their respective Boards
T-10102024-02 ECCC Paul Smith to share references on deflection to EDI Completed Shared at the end of the meeting
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Action ID Responsibility Item Description Due Date

17-10102024-03 EDI To contlnug to reflr.1e the definitions of deflection for Not started Not Started
the Mary River project.
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MEETING MINUTES

The meeting had a delayed start due to the late joining of the meeting by BIM translator. CO [BIM] started
with a roll call and introductions. Shortly after this, JM [BIM] reviewed the outstanding action items, where
members provided updates on the status of these.

QIA Recommendation

To kick off the meeting, CO [BIM] introduced that BIM shared QIA recommendation for caribou collaring
and got only one response from MHTO. Their response was that they are not in support of doing a collaring
program. We are providing this update to the TEWG. This recommendation also looked at camera trapping
study. We have done some review of the various options for this study for the Steensby area. We have
shared a technical memo prepared by EDI to the TEWG; it looked at collaring and camera trapping to
provide baseline information for Steensby. The conclusion is that a camera program is the least suitable
option. The industry standard will be a collaring program, and the second would be an aerial program,
and camera, which is not the preferred option, but could be used for local data along the rail line, but not
to determine zone of influence. We want to know if other HTA present had the opportunity to discuss
with their members.

According to LU [HBHTA], they never heard of it yet. He informed the members that they were having a
meeting tonight and he can bring it to the notice of the Board. The other HTAs — IKHTA and NHTO all
responded that they did not hear of the recommendation. They asked that the QIA recommendation be
resubmitted to them.

CO [BIM] thanked the HTAs for the updates. She stated that this was why we brought it back to the
meeting. She invited EDI to provide any more technical details as well as other members who may have
guestion on the memo.

JQ [IKHTA] pointed out that the GN does caribou surveys; is it not possible for BIM to get the required
data from the GN? This response is because the GN issues hunting tags to hunters based on their data. He
urged GN to share their data with BIM. In response, CO [BIM] stated that GN has shared data previously
with BIM. As a follow-up, JR [GN] said that one of the commitments of the GN is to share data with BIM.
He further stated that the GN are currently in the process of planning another survey in the Spring of
2025, which will cover the entire Baffinland area. He informed the members that the GN have had some
early discussions with BIM on support in order not to duplicate efforts, and the intention is to work with
the HTO/HTAs. He stressed the importance of collaboration, therefore if GN is doing a full-scale work, it
will not make sense for BIM to do similar. He concluded that GN is open to sharing data with BIM, QIA,
HTOs, and HTOs should reach out to GN for any requests.

MS [EDI] is response to the call by CO [BIM} for more technical details. Explained that the Zone of Influence
(ZOl) is the area where caribou starts to behave differently by the sound, sight and smell of the MR
project’s southern rail. He stated that the memo has outlined the various options and if the HTOs do not
support collaring, we have to come up with reasonable alternative to get at the same information with
the level of detail required. He pointed out that aerial surveys require multiple flights over the mine site
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and camera program to determine ZOI requires a lot of cameras and flying. He concluded by saying that
as a working group, this memo is up for consideration, if there is no support for collaring, repeated aerial
surveys to measure ZOI will be the only option left.

TK [NHTO] suggested that the people should be consulted before the start of the surveys. His reason is
that local people know where the caribous are. CO [BIM] confirmed that there would be opportunity to
provide that information to BIM as we continue to engage with communities on the Steensby project. AK
[QIA] supported this promising that once a plan is available; QIA is willing to support HTAs/HTOs

JQ[IKHTA] inquired why electronic tags could not be placed on caribou as is done with dogs (e.g. injection)
and narwhal without putting collars on the animal. In response to this, JR [GN] explained that to track the
movement of caribou for a long period, collaring is the only one out of the three options that can do that.
He said that some information/data could be gotten from pellets, aerial survey and camera. However,
collaring is the only option that can get six waypoints per day for four years for an individual animal. He
said the GN has previously shared data with BIM and provided maps from some collared caribou to HTO
to view. To weigh the different methods outlined in the memo, JR [GN] agreed that all options have
impact, but the TEWG needs to decide which meets the objectives. In his response to the earlier question
by JQ [IKHTA], JR [GN] said that while a dart is shot into the fatty layer/blubber of a whale, a dart would
be shot into the muscles of a caribou, which will hurt the animal. He advised against using anything that
breaks the skin, as it increases the risk of infections. Collaring also has it limitation, which is the size and
weight of the batteries, so the lesser the weight, the lesser the information that can be gotten. He
elaborated to say that if 30 caribou were collared and the collars last for 4 years, this would impact 30
individuals, while if smaller collars with a 2-year battery life were used then 60 individuals would need to
be collared to get the same level of data. He continued by stating that the GN use the current model so
that as few individual caribou are impacted as possible. He highlighted in his conclusion that while there
are concerns and impact on animals, if the data is not collected now, the opportunity is lost forever as
the data will not be available for collection in the future. The GN he said will continue to discuss and
involve the HTOs in programs. JQ [IKHTA] appreciated the detailed response, promised to raise caribou
collaring for discussion with the board, and called for a break.

Break 10 minutes return 2.26pm

After the break, CW [QIA] appreciated the HTA on the interest on how to collect baseline data. He asked
MS [EDI] to provide an estimate of the number of aerial surveys, if that is the preferred option. MS [EDI]
explained that for ZOI using aerial surveys would require four to six aerial surveys per year. Right now,
EDI’s aerial surveys use 10km wide transects. For ZOl focussed surveys, this will narrow to 1 — 2km to get
a similar level of data as could be collected from collars. This is the reason why aerial surveys are not
preferred for this study. As a follow-up, CW [QIA] inquired if the 10km distance is the width, or how far
the flights will be flown from the infrastructure. KB [EDI] responded stating that the spacing is between
each transects, and the spacing used in March 2023 was 8km between transects. He further said that
estimation of ZOI with aerial surveys requires small space transects, that the transects could extend 20
km or more from Project infrastructure, and a study design is yet to be designed. CW [QIA] further asked
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about the ideal season when aerial surveys are conducted. MS [EDI] replied that aerial surveys are
conducted to match caribou season as defined by their biology, which in the past for Diamond Mines can
include late winter, spring migration, calving, post-calving, fall rut, and early winter.

CW [QIA] further asked for an estimate of how many cameras will be placed on the rail line, if cameras
were to be used.MS [EDI] responded, stating that from traditional knowledge shared with EDI in 2008,
caribou use the same trails, and 52 is highest number of identified trails on the southern corridor. Since a
study has not been designed for this recommendation, there will be a minimum of fifty-two camera
stations. Further discussions are needed to identify the critical places we want to monitor. This will reduce
the number of cameras and thereby the disturbances caused by flights required to conduct maintenance
and change batteries, which are replaced twice a year.

CO [BIM] reiterated JR’s [GN] earlier point that all options have impacts. Therefore, the TEWG has to look
at what kind of data compared to the level of impact. In support of her statement, KS [GN] further clarified
that each method and impact varies. When camera data is compared to collar data, camera will only get
a specific view of the railway, while the impact will be greater as you will go to the station multiple times
because camera batteries will die quicker due to the cold. Collaring has less impact as it requires only
capturing once and monitoring from afar.

LU [HBHTA] asked about the number of caribou that will be collared. MS [EDI] responded that based on
study design reviewed by the TEWG about two years ago, 35 caribou each collared in the South and the
North, will provide us a high level of confidence to determine the ZOl.

CO [BIM] clarified that we are only collaring 35 caribou for Steensby because there are not enough caribou
in the North. Which MS [EDI] agreed to, stating that the result of 2023 aerial survey showed that 35
collared caribou is suitable for the study in the South. JQ [IKHTA] assured the TEWG that he will have a
thorough discussion on the collaring with the Board. His reason being that his community is already
impacted by caribou migration from Steensby area. Stating that close to the Steensby Area and Baffinland
most of the hunters come back without seeing a caribou. He said that if collaring were the only alternative
he would want it done to know how they will be impacted by the rail construction. He is also in support
of hunters being involved in the surveys. He continued to explain that the elders do not go out on ATV
caribou hunting as they are too old, so their IQ comparisons are being lost as time passes, while the
young hunters go hunting using All Terrain Vehicles (ATVs). He concluded that as HTO they could inform
hunters not to hunt collared caribou so that we can continue to get data.

On a different note, BM [MHTO] responded that while they were in a meeting regarding caribou in Ottawa
and they have concerns. He formally informed the TEWG that collaring is a sensitive issue and MHTO does
not agree with the collaring program. However, they are still open to suggestions regarding collaring. He
stated that the camera program was recommended by MHTO using a minimum of three cameras not 52
cameras. He narrated that the MHTO have been working with some researchers on monitoring all year
around powered by solar, which does not require changing the batteries. He concluded that for MHTO 52
cameras is not appropriate, and asked that the cameras be powered with solar panels. JS [MHTO] stated
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that on the number of caribous, only 15 caribou each for North and South, 35 each for North and South is
not suitable.

TK [NHTO] asked if paint balls could be used like in polar bear studies or the use of microchips instead of
collars. CO [BIM] cited the earlier explanation by JR [GN] that for caribou it is more invasive and can cause
infections as it is in the muscle unlike whales and polar bears where it is in the blubber. GN in their earlier
explanation identified collaring as the best option compared to anything that will go on the skin. She
explained that BIM haven’t talked to Polar Bears monitors and don’t know about paintball (marker), citing
that it is not possible to virtually track a marked animal. To reiterate his earlier point, JR [GN] provided
further clarification, stating that anything under the skin is not recommended, and can cause problems,
lasting only a few days compared to collars that will last 4 years. He explained that collars were used for
polar bear previously, but now, biopsy darting is used. That is, shooting into the fat that gives us a piece
we can send for genetics. This genetics is compared to the harvest data that is reported to wildlife officer.
This data only gives us only two locations, where it was darted and where it was harvested. However,
collaring gives data every day and follows the caribou anywhere they go. In addition, the fat in a caribou
is much different from that of the polar bear, and darting a caribou, will cause more harm. He explained
that the only marking with paint for polar bears is to determine if a polar bear is frequently coming close
to human habitation, it is not used for studying bears.

TK [NHTO] wanted to know what is inside the collars and if microchips can be put on the antlers. JR [GN]
in response promised to come with collar during GN meetings with the HTOs. However, in the interim, he
shared his screen and showed the various parts of a collar. He described the box under that houses the
battery, the GPS on the side, and the release on the other side, which is timed so it can fall off. There is
no date yet for the meeting, but HTO should expect email to set dates. He also explained that the antlers
grow and later fall off, and that putting something in an antler when it is growing could cause an infection.

To wrap up the discussion on collaring, JQ [IKHTA] stated that every year technology keeps changing, we
can track people everywhere using IP address or number. There is no infection in dogs that are injected
with microchips. As Inuit, caribous are our dietary food. It’s not a good sight for us to see caribou wearing
collars, this is why we do not want to see collars. Some other alternatives can be used besides collaring.
KS [GN]advised the HTOs or their board to reach out to the GN if they have questions on collaring. CO
[BIM] wondered if the GN planning to engage on a separate GN collaring program. To which KS {GN]
replied that she was only referring to questions on collaring in general.

The meeting was well over allotted time for this discussion. At which point, CO [BIM] ended the discussion.
As next step, BIM will recirculate the QIA recommendation and ask the HTAs representatives to discuss
with their respective boards and provide a recommendation by writing if they wish. Action T-10102024-
01. The TEWG can continue this discussion in the December TEWG.

Definition of Deflection

CO [BIM] introduced the next item for discussion, which is a technical comment on redefining deflection,
she yielded the floor for EDI to present and explain the technical memo prepared for this meeting.
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The technical memo was presented by JB [EDI] which is based on a recommendation from QIA to redefine
deflection and what caribou bulking could mean. JB [EDI] informed the TEWG that before developing this
memo, EDI reviewed a list of available literature sources for projects that interact with caribou in the
North and Arctic regions. These sources defined deflection relative to those project sites. It was observed
from literature that there is a grading system for caribou interaction with their infrastructure. This grading
system has informed the three categories presented in the memo, which are;

1. Unimpeded crossing: where there is no noticeable response and caribou continues on their way;
2. Delayed crossing, where caribou will stop, hesitate, travel parallel before crossing;
3. No crossing, caribou may hesitate, travel parallel but do not cross.

Based on these, EDI suggested the following terminologies;

a. Deflect: defined as caribou approaches infrastructure such as Tote road or rail line but do not
cross while showing a distinct mechanism-related behavioural response like change of step
associated with disturbance measure such as traffic or snowbank height.

b. Delayed: caribou approaches the infrastructure but does not cross immediately; behaviour will
include travelling parallel, circling, turning around and eventually crossing at the initial or nearby
alternate location.

c. Cross: caribou will approach and cross project infrastructure with no noticeable behavioural
response.

According to JB [EDI], these are based on literature that was reviewed and is now being presented to the
TEWG.

PS [ECCC] in response to the definitions presented by EDI, commented that at the last TEWG he raised
that at other mines, for instance Agnico Eagle, there was a lot of discussion about the definition of
deflection. He expressed surprise  not to see some of those references in the memo. He took an action
to share these references with EDI after the meeting Action T-10102024-02. He believes the memo is a
great start, and thinks there are parts of the memo that needs to be clarified. As an example, if a caribou
stops and we do not know why, that is still an effect. With data available, slowing down is difficult to
determine. Therefore, we need to see some of the technical details to these definitions or categories, he
said. MS [EDI] replied and informed PS [ECCC] that EDI contacted the consultants and individuals he
referred to, and they said they are still working on definitions of deflections and have not finalised. He
explained that the details in the memo are their working definitions.

In his contribution to the discussion, CW [QIA] said that he has a concern for the second definition of
deflection which requires a mechanistic response, we want this addressed ideally. Another point he
highlighted is that will both delays and deflection be accounted for by the FEIS definition of deflection?
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CO [BIM] replied that the changes to the definition of deflection will be reflected in the Terrestrial
Environment Mitigation and Management Plan (TEMMP).

CW [QIA] asked for clarification on how the different definitions [deflect, delay, cross] will be monitored.
In his response to the question, MS [EDI] explained that this would be monitored in two ways, winter
tracks and direct observations on the Tote road, which are behavioural observations. He further clarified
that since the FEIS was completed in 2012, the last caribou that was observed was in 2020. The scientific
community using collar data have come up with technical definitions of deflection. How to monitor comes
back to the earlier discussions we have had in this meeting today.

CW [QIA] asked that, the monitoring programs in place that will be used to monitor the various definitions
be added as clarifying notes to the definitions. CO [BIM] from her observation, stated that the mood of
members seems to support the definitions presented here. She further said that BIM has not seen a lot of
caribou in the project to apply the definitions, however, we will look at the definitions again. In addition,
as MS [EDI] raised, other industry proponents’ definitions are a work in progress. She suggested that the
TEWG include this definition and update the TEMMP and consider what others are doing in regards to the
definitions, and there will be other opportunities to refine the definition and update to the TEMMP.

JR [GN] asked for more clarification on deflections, he stated that the memo mentioned different
mechanisms, and asked if it is just snowbanks or are there other things that could be the cause for the
deflections. MS [EDI] responded by saying that why caribou deflects, we would not know except we have
a controlled experiment. However, the two things we can measure are road and snowbanks, and to
determine if it is those two factors or noise we will eliminate many variables which cannot happen on this
or any other project.

JR [GN] inquired if it will be considered as deflection if during a snow track survey a deflection is observed
but there was no traffic, and snow bank is not a restriction. According to him, with the current definitions,
we might be missing something that has an impact on wildlife. MS [EDI] replied that EDI went to the
projects where there are 100s of caribou interactions with those projects. In addition, some of those
projects have been interacting with caribou for 10 - 30 years, and all of those projects have been trying to
define what makes caribou to behave the way they do. However, in the case of the Mary River project,
there has only been one caribou interaction in 12 years, so we are trying to define caribou behaviour and
deflection based on this very limited interaction. Since these other projects with multiple caribou
interaction have not been able to satisfactorily define deflection, he suggested that this is a universal
challenge in the environmental assessment field that will not be answered by the Mary River project
alone. Therefore, in response to JR [GN] question, the simple answer is yes.

CW [QIA] contributed that based on feedback from members, including these definitions in the TEMMP
will be premature; he suggested that this should be discussed further in the December TEWG. As this, will
provide EDI and BIM some more time to integrate the feedback provided during the TEWG meeting
Action T-10102024-03
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In CO [BIM] closing remarks, she said that if QIA or other members have comments to the memo, they
should come in writing for consideration before the next meeting. She apologized that the meeting could
not get to the last item on the agenda, and promised that this will be considered for the next meeting in
December. For this meeting, we are exploring to hold the meeting over two days in the last week in
November or first week in December. We have received agenda items from QIA, if others want to present,
they should reach out to JM [BIM]. She thanked everyone for the robust discussions and contribution,
with special thanks to LP [BIM] for a good job of interpreting despite not being the scheduled interpreter
for the meeting.

Meeting closed at 5:00 pm EST.
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TBaffinland

January 13, 2025

Terrestrial Environmental Working Group (TEWG) Meeting

Meeting ID: T-13012025
Group / Organization: TEWG Members and Observers, Baffinland and Consultants
Meeting Location: Virtual - ZOOM

Meeting Chair:

Cortney Oliver

Member Organization

Mittimatalik Hunters and
Trappers Organization (MHTO)

Present — Charlie Inurak [Cl], Phanuel Enooagak [PE] and Mathias Kaunak
[MK]

Clyde River (Nangmautuaq)
Hunters and Trappers
Organization (NHTO)

Present — Nysana Qillag [NQ]

Igloolik Hunters and Trappers
Organization (IHTO)

Absent

Hall Beach (Sanirajak) Hunters
and Trappers Organization (HB
HTA)

Present — Laimiki Ullaoak [LU]

Arctic Bay (lkajutit) Hunters and
Trappers Organization (IHTA)

Present —

Baffinland Iron Mines
Corporation (Baffinland)

Cortney Oliver [CO], Jesse Manufor [JM], Katie Babin, Tabitha Kasarnak and
Lizzie Phillips [LP], Cathy Pikuyak

Environment and Climate Change
Canada (ECCC)

Melissa Pinto [MP] and Jessica Kassar

Qikigtani Inuit Association (QIA)
and Consultants

Amoudla Kootoo [AK], Bruce Stewart [BS], Susan Leech (SL), Andrew
Jaworenko (AJ), Jeff Higdon (JH), Richard Nestbit (RN), Sarah Kromberg SK)

Government of Nunavut (GN)

Jessica Waldinger [JW], Krista Shofstall [KS] Jonathan Pitseolak (JP)

Environmental Dynamics
Incorporated (EDI)

Mike Setterington [MS], Patrick Audet [PA], Justine Benjamin [JB], Jay
Brogan [JB], and Lyndsay Dotzel [KB]

Nunavut Impact Review Board

(NIRB) Absent
l\ll\?ézgz:)Resources Canada Clarrisa Fiset [CF],

Canadian Northern Economic
Development Agency (CanNor)

Chantel E [CE], and Alexie Baillargeon [AB]

World Wildlife Fund (WWF)

Devin Holterman [DH]

360 Oakville Place Drive, Suite 300 | Oakville, ON, L6H 6K8 | Main: 416.364.8820 | Fax: 416.364.0193 | www.baffinland.com
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AGENDA - JANUARY 13™, 2025

MARY RIVER PROJECT
TEWG Meeting Minutes

Agenda Item — Day 1

Materials

Purpose

10:00 —10:30 Welcome and Roll Call C. Oliver N/A N/A
Minutes For Approval
10:30-11:15 Review Minutes and Action Items J. Manufor
Action Log For Information
Technical
Memo:
Consideration
Considerations for Pellet Based DNA Mark- s for Pellet-
Recapture for Caribou Abundance M Based  DNA
11:15-12:15 o Mark- For Discussion
Setterington
Recapture for
Caribou
Abundance
shared on Oct
18t
12:15-1:15 Lunch Break
- . Technical
Redefining Deflection
Memo:
1:15-2:00 C. Oliver/All Revisiting the | For Discussion
Definition of
‘Deflection’
2:00-2:15 Health Break
Caribou monitoring: Caribou collaring next
steps and tissue sampling update — QIA TEWG
Member Recommendation.
2:15-13:15 C. Oliver N/A For Discussion
Tissue Sampling, Revised Term and Condition
no 35.
3:15-3:30 Summary of Actions and Wrap-Up C. Oliver N/A

Page 2




¥Baffinland

SUMARY OF ACTION ITEMS

MARY RIVER PROJECT
TEWG Meeting Minutes

A 0 D, Respo e De DtIo Due date a
TEWG Action Items
To continue to refine the definitions of deflection for
1-13012025-01 BIM/EDI the Mary River project in the next TEWG agenda. Not stated In progress
Baffinland / EDI also committed to reviewing how to
T-13012025-02 BIM/EDI differentiate between the terms ‘deflect’ and ‘delay’ Not stated In progress
when speaking to caribou movement
. . As soon as
T- 13012025 -03 | BIM To circulate QIA comments on deflection to the TEWG possible Completed.
To organise a bi-lateral meeting with QIA to discuss
T- 13012025 -04 | BIM and plan a supplementary baseline caribou study that | Not stated
determines ZOI for Steensby.
GN (Krista Shofstall) to provide Baffinland with the
GN’s opinions on the definition of deflection. If not,
T-13012025-04 | GN Baffinland will gather the GN’s position based on the Not stated
meeting minutes
To include in the Spring TEWG agenda to go over IR
T-14012025 -01 | BIM comments discussions on what was reported including Spring TEWG
rationale for the focus on source control over
operational changes in BIM dust mitigation
T- 14012025 -02 | BIM B!M to provide update'on T(?te road sediment trap Wh.en data is In progress
pilot study when data is available. available
End of February . .
T- 14012025 -03 | BIM BIM to hold an information session on the ToR. or 2" week in In.pro.gress: Planning for tt:,ls has started,
this will hold on March 20
March
NRCan to follow up with the QIA on if there is a
T-14012025 -04 | NRCan maximum wind speed of which beyond, the Pas-DDs Not Stated
can no longer effectively collect data.
T-14012025-03 | BIM BIM to submit ToR to NIRB Jan 20th Completed
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L . MARY RIVER PROJECT
T Baffinland TEWG Meeting Minutes

MEETING MINUTES

The meeting started after lunch, which is not as scheduled. This was as a result of issues with securing a
translator/interpreter for the meeting.

CO (BIM) introduced the first agenda item, which was a recommendation from QIA to conduct a Pellets
Survey. BIM had their consultants at EDI prepare a technical memo on the Pellets Survey, which they
presented in this meeting.

Pellets Survey Memo Presentation — Jay Brogan (EDI)

After the presentation, Cl (MHTO) stated that aerial surveys are effective for assessing caribou abundance
because they cover large areas. However, hunters have reported that the extensive survey transects flown
by planes and helicopters impact caribou movement. Therefore, the MHTO recommended that aerial
surveys be conducted with fewer overflights.

CO (BIM), while acknowledging that not everything was captured in translation, clarified that BIM will
consider the feedback in future programs. She stated that collecting caribou pellets is not something BIM
wishes to pursue.

Cl (MHTO) asked if MHTO could be notified and consulted when helicopters are used for abundance
surveys. CO (BIM) responded that the request was reasonable. She further informed MHTO that later in
the meeting, other methods of caribou monitoring would be discussed. She asked if there were any
comments on pellets from QIA or GN. No response was received, so the meeting moved to the next
agenda item.

Redefining Deflection

CO (BIM) provided background on the discussion. She stated that in the last meeting, there was a
discussion with QIA and GN regarding the need for a clearer definition of deflection. Members were
requested to provide written feedback, but only QIA submitted a response, which BIM received late last
week and is currently reviewing. She asked if QIA would like to provide additional comments on their
memo and informed the meeting that BIM is still working on the definition, which will be included in an
updated management plan.

KS (GN) responded that while GN did not receive an email requesting written feedback, they have
comments to provide on the definition. CO (BIM) clarified that the request was verbal in the last meeting.
She invited GN to provide their comments now.

SL (QIA) reiterated that QIA only submitted their comments to BIM last Friday. She asked if other members
wanted to review QIA’s comments, stating they could be shared. She elaborated on QIA’s feedback,
explaining that QIA’s main concern is to remove the requirement for a detected mechanism explaining
the response. She stated that since there is currently no reliable way to monitor all reasons for deflection,
references to a mechanistic explanation should be removed from the definition. Additionally, QIA wants
deflection to be monitored not just near the infrastructure but also within a reasonable Zone of Influence
(2Ol) around the mine site, as caribou may be avoiding infrastructure beyond the currently monitored
areas, such as the Tote Road.
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KS (GN) agreed with QIA’s concerns, adding that the mechanistic response should be removed. She also
requested clarification on how the ZOl is calculated and estimated, as well as how adjustments would be
made if the ZOI turns out to be larger than anticipated.

CO (BIM) thanked SL (QlA) and KS (GN) and asked KS (GN) to submit the comments in writing. She
acknowledged that BIM did not have time to review the comments before this meeting but assured
members that the discussion would be included in a future TEWG agenda to finalize the definition.

KS (GN) then raised another concern regarding the terms deflection and delay in Table 1 of the memo.
She questioned when a delay qualifies as deflection, given that caribou can delay movement for weeks or
months. She confirmed that GN wants this issue reviewed as well. CO (BIM) stated that the group would
continue this discussion once BIM receives further comments.

Action Items:

e Distribute QIA’s comments on deflection to the group.

¢ Add Defining Deflection to a future TEWG meeting agenda.
e EDI to differentiate between the terms “deflect” and “delay”
¢ GN to submit comments on definition of deflection

Recommendation on Collaring — Update on Caribou

CO (BIM) introduced the discussion, noting that it had been addressed at the last TEWG meeting. Since
then, BIM has received feedback from HTOs indicating that they do not support collaring. She asked if
there were any additional comments, as BIM has not engaged further beyond TEWG. While BIM remains
interested in collaring, there are no plans to proceed with it in 2025. However, she mentioned that they
have more time than initially expected to collect baseline data at Steensby. She asked QIA and GN whether
collaring is something BIM should plan shared engagement on in 2025.

LU (HBHTA) asked how many caribou BIM planned to collar. CO (BIM) responded that from the 2023 aerial
survey, there were enough groups to collar approximately 35. She clarified that BIM is not yet proceeding
with collaring but is seeking support for the idea.

AK (QIA) suggested that BIM host a meeting specifically on survey methods. CO (BIM) agreed and stated
that she is open to finding the best approach but prefers to coordinate efforts or integrate collaring
discussions into other planned work. MHTO also emphasized the need for a dedicated meeting on caribou
abundance, whether through collaring or surveys, ensuring that communities and MHTO needs are
considered. They requested that BIM and other stakeholders send a memo in Inuktitut to the community
before any visits.

CO (BIM) clarified that no plans have been finalized. BIM is seeking input on whom to engage with. If there
is no support for collaring, BIM will pursue aerial surveys. She asked whether engagement should be
community-wide or focused on MHTO and other HTOs. LU (HBHTA) responded that he would consult the
Board of Sanirajak for their preference.

CO (BIM) noted that QIA plans to conduct targeted engagement with HTAs and stated that BIM will follow
up on progress in the next meeting.
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Commitment on Caribou Tissue Sample Collection

CO (BIM) explained that BIM had invested effort in designing a tissue sampling program based on GN’s
program. However, after discussions with GN, BIM decided to pause their independent effort in favor of
a potential collaboration. She assured the group that updates would be provided to TEWG as discussions
progress, avoiding duplication of efforts.

MHTO agreed with the decision to avoid duplication and requested updates on the program. KS (GN)
confirmed that if GN and BIM collaborate, GN will share the results with the community as they have done
previously.

DH (WWF) acknowledged the ongoing discussions and asked if BIM or GN could provide insight into the
potential collaboration. CO (BIM) responded that a conclusion had not yet been reached, but a
collaborative approach would lead to a more efficient program for both parties. KS (GN) elaborated,
emphasizing that avoiding duplication is a key consideration. She noted that with BIM'’s financial
contribution, GN would be able to conduct more extensive testing on collected samples.

SL (QIA) asked when decisions would be made, as tissue sampling is an SOP commitment. CO (BIM) stated
that more clarity would emerge in the coming months. SL (QIA) urged BIM to keep members updated on
progress.

Other Business

The MHTO noted that some communities are absent from Zoom meetings and suggested that physical
meetings would be preferable.

At this point, SL (QIA) asked if BIM could provide an update on the overall terrestrial monitoring for 2025.
CO (BIM) replied that this would be part of the agenda for the next TEWG meeting.

DH (WWEF) inquired about the timeline for Steensby, given that BIM has indicated a longer timeframe for
baseline monitoring. CO (BIM) stated that in the December TEWG meeting, a timeline for Steensby was
discussed. However, as it is not a priority for 2025, the project is expected to begin sometime in 2026.

LS (QIA) followed up on DH’s (WWF) question and asked about the factors influencing the Steensby
construction timeline, ensuring enough time for baseline monitoring. She further asked how quickly BIM
would proceed once funding was secured, emphasizing the urgency of discussing baseline monitoring. CO
(BIM) explained that while BIM is actively seeking funding, there are logistical and permitting
considerations, and the earliest sealift would be in 2026.

KS (GN) raised a two-part question, asking when the earliest possible start date for the project would be,
including ground-breaking. CO (BIM), while hesitant to provide a firm date, said that it depends on when
BIM secures funding. KS (GN) reiterated that planning in the North takes a long time and noted that if
equipment is brought in 2026, disturbances would already have begun, making preliminary data collection
no longer viable. She stressed the importance of starting planning now.

LS (QlA) emphasized that QIA recommends collecting baseline data for at least one year before any
earthwork begins. She also stated that a consensus on methodologies must be reached within the group.
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She urged BIM to finalize detailed methodologies for aerial survey design and collaring methods for
consideration by the TEWG.

CO (BIM) responded that the aerial survey would follow the same design as in 2023 and that GN is planning
an aerial survey in March, and that information will be available. She acknowledged the importance of the
TEWG discussions for guidance.

SL (QIA) added that the methodologies for the 2023 aerial surveys—including survey frequency and
transect spacing—are critical and should be clarified. CO (BIM) stated that she was unaware of any issues
with these methodologies. MS (EDI) joined the discussion, highlighting that seasonality is a factor if
collaring is not pursued. He, like CO (BIM), did not recall concerns regarding transect spacing.

SL (QIA) suggested that the discussion continue offline, as understanding the impacts of different methods
is crucial. CO (BIM) acknowledged that more flights lead to greater disturbance, which needs to be
discussed with the HTOs.

MS (EDI) added that if collaring is not approved, an intensified aerial survey design would be necessary,
involving tighter transects and more frequent flights to assess the Zone of Influence (ZOl). He emphasized
that this discussion needs to take place within the group.

CO (BIM) concluded by stating that the TEWG will plan outreach to determine whether collaring is an
option. Since two communities have expressed opposition to collaring, aerial surveys may be the

alternative. She assured attendees that updates would be provided at the next meeting.

She thanked all participants and reminded everyone that tomorrow’s meeting starts at 10:00 AM. The
meeting was adjourned at 3:25 PM EST.
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Terrestrial Working Group Meeting (TEWG) Day 2

January 14, 2025

Meeting ID: T-14012025
Group / Organization: TEWG Members and Observers, Baffinland and Consultants
Meeting Location: Virtual - ZOOM

Meeting Chair:

Cortney Oliver

Member Organization

Mittimatalik Hunters and
Trappers Organization (MHTO)

Present — Charlie Inurak (Cl), Phanuel Enooagak (PE) and Peter Aglak (PA)

Clyde River (Nangmautuaq)
Hunters and Trappers
Organization (NHTO)

Nysana Qillag [NQ]

Igloolik Hunters and Trappers

Trappers Organization (IHTA)

A
Organization (IHTO) bsent
Hall Beach (Sanirajak) Hunters
and Trappers Organization (HB Absent
HTA)
Arctic Bay (lkajutit) Hunters and Absent

Baffinland Iron Mines
Corporation (Baffinland)

Cortney Oliver [CO], Jesse Manufor [JM], Katie Babin [KB], William Bowden
[WB] Tabitha Kasarnak [TK] and Lizzie Phillips [LP], Cathy Pikuyak [CP]

Environment and Climate Change
Canada (ECCC)

Melissa Pinto [MP], Robert Nissen [RN1] and Jessica Kassar

Qikigtani Inuit Association (QIA)
and Consultants

Bruce Stewart [BS], Susan Leech [SL], Andrew Jaworenko [AJ], Jeff Higdon
[JH], Richard Nestbit [RN2], Sarah Kromberg {SR]

Government of Nunavut (GN)

Jessica Waldinger [JW], Krista Shofstall [KS] Jonathan Pitseolak [JP]

Environmental Dynamics
Incorporated (EDI)

Mike Setterington [MS], Patrick Audet [PA], Justine Benjamin [JB], Jay
Brogan [JB], and Lyndsay Dotzel [KB]

Nunavut Impact Review Board

(NIRB) Absent
Natural Resources Canada Clarrisa Fiset [CF], Philippa Huntsman [PH], Harold Peter White [HPW], Amy
(NRCan) Cleaver [AC]

Canadian Northern Economic
Development Agency (CanNor)

Chantel E [CE], and Alexie Baillargeon [AB]

World Wildlife Fund (WWF)

Devin Holterman [DH]

Agenda - January 14, 2025

Page 8




¥FBaffinland

MARY RIVER PROJECT
TEWG Meeting Minutes

Agenda Item — Day 2 Materials Purpose
10:00 — 10:30 Welcome and Roll Call C. Oliver N/A N/A
10:30-12:00 Update on Baffinland Dust Mitigations K. Babin Presentation For Information
12:00-1:00 Lunch break

NRCan Update P. Huntsman
1:00-2:00 . . . Presentation | For Discussion

2024 passive dust monitoring trials
2:00—2:45 Update on the TOR C. Oliver N/A For Approval
2:45-3:00 Summary of Actions and Wrap Up C. Oliver

MEETING MINUTES

At the end of the Day 1 meeting, SL noted that QIA is not interested in a pellet study. Their focus is on
aerial or collaring studies, and they would like BIM to concentrate on these.

DH (WWF) started the Day 2 meeting by asking if BIM had conducted caribou studies before the
commencement of Steensby construction. In response, CO (BIM) stated that BIM is waiting on several
pieces of information. For instance, QIA is conducting a North Baffin caribou study, an engagement that
will contribute to 1Q, but BIM is unsure of the status of that work. This work may be discussed at the ISP
meeting in Kingait today. The GN also has some plans; therefore, from BIM’s perspective, they would
prefer to avoid duplicating resources or overwhelming their HTO partners with engagements on the same
project. BIM favors a coordinated approach. The purpose of this meeting is to narrow down the study
focus, determine who should lead or coordinate engagements, and establish whether the TEWG will
provide recommendations for BIM to conduct its engagements.

During Day 2 discussions, SL (QIA) informed the MEWG that after yesterday’s meeting, she and Cortney
had a discussion, which she wants to be captured as an action item. She reiterated that when CO (BIM)
asked about the engagement QIA and GN had planned with the HTOs regarding different baseline data
collection methods, QIA wants this engagement to occur through the TEWG. The reason is that baseline
monitoring is a requirement for BIM, and although GN is conducting its own studies, it is crucial to
understand baseline caribou activity and movement in the study area before Steensby construction
begins.

As an action item, she requested BIM to prepare a full proposal for detecting the Zone of Influence (ZOl)
using:

1. Collars
2. Aerial Surveys
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3. Acombination of both, with associated activities outlined as QlAis no longer interested in a pellets
study.

She also requested BIM to plan a one-day meeting for the TEWG to make a decision regarding baseline
data collection. The necessary materials should be provided in advance to allow the HTOs to make an
informed decision. She proposed that this meeting be held no later than May to ensure readiness for next
year’s field season. She believes this will also allow GN sufficient time for procurement regarding the
chosen approach.

Furthermore, SL (QIA) clarified that QIA wants to coordinate the work with GN as much as possible to
minimize caribou disturbance. However, GN’s survey will not assist in detecting the ZOIl around the mine.
While GN’s work is crucial for understanding caribou population numbers, it does not provide insights into
movement changes as construction and mining operations in the Steensby area commence. Therefore, it
is essential to determine the appropriate survey design for ZOI detection.

In response, CO (BIM) did not agree to this as an action, stating that it should be considered a
recommendation. She expressed that she does not believe the TEWG is the appropriate forum for securing
community consent. Instead, she suggested proper coordination with the communities. She emphasized
that this discussion could continue further.

SL (QIA) mentioned that an I1Q study on caribou is underway through the ISP this week and that the project
is on track. She will follow up with Amoudla and Connor regarding potential bilateral engagement with
BIM. She believes the purpose of this meeting is to discuss the way forward before Steensby construction
begins.

CO (BIM) noted that SL (QIA)’s proposal is prescriptive and should be framed as a recommendation rather
than an action. She clarified that she is not dismissing the contribution but believes this is not the right
forum, as the necessary individuals are not present. SL (QIA) agreed to follow up with Connor and
Amoudla. At a minimum, the action should be to organize a meeting with BIM, QIA, and GN.

Baffinland’s Dust Mitigation — Katie Babin

A presentation on BIM’s dust mitigation strategies was given by Katie Babin.

Questions from the Presentation

RN1 (ECCC) inquired whether BIM has access to weather data, particularly wind speed and direction, given
that public weather data is only available for the Pond Inlet area. He asked whether BIM could use water
suppression proactively if a major windstorm is forecasted. KB (BIM) responded that BIM reviews
forecasts and operates multiple weather stations on-site. However, rather than focusing solely on
weather factors, BIM applies dust suppression as a general practice when needed. RN1 (ECCC)
acknowledged the response but suggested that BIM use weather forecasts to apply dust suppressants
proactively.
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RN2 (QlA) asked whether BIM has conducted comparative studies on dust levels with and without dust
suppressants, considering factors such as wind speed and humidity. KB (BIM) stated that BIM is currently
collecting data at the source and in the receiving environment while reviewing factors like wind speed.
RN2 (QlA) then asked when this information would be available for TEWG review. KB (BIM) replied that
the data is included in various reports, including the annual report to NIRB, the QIA-NWB Type A report,
and the dust audit committee (DAC) commitments.

RN2 (QlA) requested that BIM present this data at the next TEWG meeting, with justifications regarding
the choice of source control over operational changes for dust mitigation. KB (BIM) confirmed that an
update would be provided but noted that BIM is still analyzing the data.

RN2 (QlA) asked whether BIM could conduct rain event monitoring to better understand how dust is
washed into the aquatic environment. KB (BIM) explained that BIM’s monitoring approach is holistic and
includes various locations sampled seasonally. RN2 (QIA) reiterated that event-based monitoring could
provide valuable insights into rain-driven dust flushing. KB (BIM) stated that BIM cannot commit to this
but clarified that existing programs evaluate cumulative environmental effects.

CO (BIM) summarized RN2 (QIA)’s request, which suggests that BIM pilot a storm event monitoring
program. RN2 (QIA) clarified that he was referring to routine rain events, not major storms. CO (BIM)
called for a lunch break at this point.

Post-Lunch Discussion on Dust Mitigation

After the lunch break, RN2 (QlA) asked for an update on the Phillips Creek pilot study along the Tote Road,
which evaluates dust impacts on the aquatic environment. KB (BIM) confirmed that the study continued
this year and that the lab is processing results. BIM committed to providing an update once results are
available. RN2 (QlA) asked whether there were plans to continue or expand the study in 2025. KB (BIM)
responded that this would depend on the results.

TK (NHTO) inquired whether BIM applies water to the ore on the B trains, similar to the Tote Road dust
control measures. KB (BIM) responded that BIM applies dust suppressants at the crusher but does not

apply water to the ore because it would freeze at the Milne Port stockpile.

NRCan’s Passive Dust Monitoring Studies — Philippa Huntsman

NRCan presented an update on the 2024 passive dust monitoring program at Mary River Mine.

RN2 (QlA) inquired about operating limits for wind speed and humidity affecting the Pas-DD equipment.
PH (NRCan) stated that the system was developed for oil sands monitoring and is currently being tested
in Arctic conditions.

MHTO stated an interest in starting a monitoring program for animals in the mine area and plans to draft
a proposal. NRCAn looks forward to this during April visit.

RN2 (QlA) asked whether biofouling affects the Pas-DD samples. PH (NRCan) replied that while biofouling

have not been observed, pollen grains have occasionally been seen, so weight changes are not relied
upon. Instead, metal content on the foam discs is analyzed.

Page 11



L4 . MARY RIVER PROJECT

TEaf‘ﬁnland TEWG Meeting Minutes
NRCan confirmed that sampling stations are all on land, near snow collection sites. Regarding snow
sampling, the entire snow profile was collected, with targeted layers for mineralogy studies. Remote
sensing comparisons involved surface snow sampling to correlate snowpack variability with satellite
imagery. On satellite data and snow analysis, HPW  (NRCan) explained that
NRCan is studying how snow albedo is influenced by factors like dust, algae, and cloud shadows, using
long-term data from satellites such as Sentinel and EnMapp.

Update on Terms of Reference (ToR) — Cortney Oliver

CO (BIM) informed the TEWG that BIM, QIA, and GoC have finalized the ToR and plan to submit it to NIRB
soon. This will be circulated to TEWG members afterward and urged members to start nominating a Chair.
JW (GN) raised concerns about the lack of broader review, but BIM clarified that finalization required

consent only from BIM, QIA, and GoC. Further discussions can continue offline if needed.

The meeting concluded with appreciation for participation, and BIM committed to following up with
actions and sharing the meeting summary.

Meeting adjourned by 2:50pm.
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