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Kelli Gillard July 24, 2025
Manager, Impact Assessment

Nunavut Impact Review Board

P.O Box 1360

Cambridge Bay, NU X0B 0CO NIRB File #: 25YN027

Sent VIA Email: info@nirb.ca

Re: Notice of Screening for Canada-Nunavut Geoscience Office’s “Sylvia Grinnell
Geoscience Program” project proposal

Hello Kelli,

The Government of Nunavut (GN) thanks the Nunavut Impact Review Board (NIRB) for the
opportunity to provide comments on Canada-Nunavut Geoscience Office’s “Sylvia Grinnell
Geoscience Program” project proposal, NIRB File #: 25YNQ027.

The GN has reviewed the proposed project and related documents and has one (1) comment to
raise with the Board at this time, appended to this letter. The GN recommends that the proponent
communicate with community land users about the proposed activities and their timing to reduce
potential conflicts within the project area.

The GN appreciates participating in the screening of this project through the NIRB process. Should
there be any concerns or need for follow-up, please feel free to contact me at jbuller@gov.nu.ca.

Thank you,

/ Justin Buller
Interim Avatiliriniq Coordinator
Government of Nunavut
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GN # CS-1

Department Community Services
Organization Government of Nunavut
Subject/Topic Community Awareness/Consultation & Involvement
References Project Application (NIRB file: Project_application_126196_as_of 2025-
07-03.pdf)
CONCERN(S)

While the proposed Sylvia Grinnell Geoscience Program (SGGP) is expected to last about 16
days and involve minimal activities/disturbances, the presence of project personnel, helicopter
activity, and a temporary camp may arouse potential safety and other concerns for community
members who might be engaged in traditional recreational and harvesting activities during
execution of the project.

REQUEST(S)/RECOMMENDATION(S)

e The project team should ensure that the community of Igaluit is aware of the project and
timing of associated activities to minimize any potential safety risks and conflicts of use that
could arise from community use of the project area during execution of the project.

e The project team should commit to informing the affected community of the results
generated from the field work completed under the project/program as the result could
provide valuable insights into the surficial geology of the area.

e Although the project scope and duration are relatively limited, the project team should
endeavour to hire local staff, where possible, for the purpose of contributing to knowledge
and skills transfer to community members.

ADDITIONAL COMMENT(S)
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