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NIRB File No.: 26TN024 

NIRB Public Registry link: 

www.nirb.ca/project/126440  

NPC File No.: 151100 

 

May 8, 2026 

 

Calvin Barnard 

Maverick Explorer Yachting Ltd. 

183 Wine Pressers Wharf, Office 5 

Valetta MARSA MRS 1912 Malta 

 

Sent via email: dpa@my-mavrick.com   

 

Re: Notice of Screening and Comment Request for Maverick Explorer Yachting Ltd.’s 

(MEY Ltd) "MY Maverick Northwest Passage Transit 2026" project proposal 

 

Dear Calvin Barnard: 

 

The Nunavut Impact Review Board (NIRB) has commenced screening1 the project proposal.  

 

By copy of this letter, NIRB invites regulators, interested parties, and community members 

or groups potentially affected by the proposal to view the application and comment directly 

to the NIRB by May 29, 2026.  

 

The NIRB would like parties to provide comments regarding: 

▪ Whether the project proposal is likely to arouse significant public concern; and if so, why; 

▪ Whether the project proposal is likely to cause significant adverse eco-systemic or socio-

economic effects; and if so, why; 

▪ Whether the project proposal is likely to cause significant adverse impacts on wildlife 

habitat or Inuit harvest activities; and if so, why; 

▪ Whether the project proposal is of a type where the potential adverse effects are highly 

predictable and mitigable with known technology, (and providing any recommended 

mitigation measures); and 

▪ Any matter of importance to the Party related to the project proposal 
 

The application can be viewed on NIRB’s online registry www.nirb.ca/project/126440  

where a comment form is available, or comments can be also submitted to info@nirb.ca, or 

by fax.  

 
1 Pursuant to Article 12, Sections 12.4.1 and 12.4.4 of the Agreement between the Inuit of the Nunavut Settlement 

Area and Her Majesty the Queen in right of Canada (Nunavut Agreement) and s. 87 of the Nunavut Planning and 

Project Assessment Act, S.C. 2013, c. 14, s. 2 (NuPPAA) 

http://www.nirb.ca/project/126440
mailto:dpa@my-mavrick.com
http://www.nirb.ca/project/126440
mailto:info@nirb.ca
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Scope of proposal 

Location Qikiqtani and Kitikmeot region, including Pond Inlet, Gjoa Haven, 

Cambridge Bay, and surrounding coastal and island areas along the 

Northwest Passage. 

Objective The objective of the Project is to undertake a small-scale Arctic tourism 

expedition through the Northwest Passage using the vessel MY Maverick, 

with activities conducted in accordance with applicable regulatory 

requirements and community guidance. 

Timeline August 12, 2026, to August 28, 2026 

 

The scope of the project includes the following undertakings, works or activities: 

 

▪ Marine-Based Activities: Operation of the vessel MY Maverick along Nunavut’s coastal 

waters, including transit through the Northwest Passage, with a maximum capacity of 12 guests 

and 13 crew (25 persons total), and marine wildlife observation in accordance with established 

distance and speed protocols.  

▪ Shore-Based Activities: Temporary, guided landings in small groups for wildlife observation, 

cultural visits, community interactions. 

▪ Zodiac Operations: Up to two (2) Zodiacs are available for passenger transfers and scenic 

cruising. 

▪ Kayak Operations: Up to two (2) kayak excursions may be offered when weather and safety 

conditions allow. 

▪ Sea doo Operations: Up to two (2) sea doo are available for low-speed scenic cruising. 

▪ Wildlife and Safety Measures: Activities follow strict wildlife distance requirements, 

reduced speeds near marine mammals and bird colonies, shoreline scouting, use of bear 

monitors where necessary, and established evacuation procedures if polar bears are observed. 

▪ Community Engagement: Visits to Pond Inlet, Gjoa Haven, and Cambridge Bay, supporting 

cultural events, and may include the purchase of local goods and services, where appropriate. 

▪ Fuel, Water and Waste: The vessel uses distillate and marine gas oil stored onboard; potable 

water is produced through reverse osmosis and evaporation; greywater is discharged in 

accordance with MARPOL(International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from 

Ships) regulations; all solid waste generated would be securely stored and would be offloaded 

and disposed of at approved waste management facilities; sewage human waste is treated using 

onboard sewage treatment plant. 

 

 

Inclusion or Exclusion of Scoping List 

 

The NIRB has identified no additional works or activities in relation to the project proposal; as a 

result, the NIRB will proceed with screening the project based on the scope as described above.  

 

 

Questions about the NIRB’s work should be directed to the undersigned at 1-866-233-3033 Ext 

570 or femingak@nirb.ca . 

 

Sincerely, 

 

mailto:femingak@nirb.ca
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Francis Emingak 

Screening Officer 

Nunavut Impact Review Board 
 
 

cc:  Cory Barker, Kitikmeot Inuit Association 

 Tannis Bolt, Kitikmeot Inuit Association 

 Jared Ottenhof, Qikiqtani Inuit Association 

 Chris Spencer, Qikiqtani Inuit Association 

 Conor Goddard, Qikiqtani Inuit Association 

 Assol Kubeisinova, Qikiqtani Inuit Association 

 Justin Buller, Government of Nunavut 

 Dianne Lapierre, Government of Nunavut 

 Natalie D’Souza, Government of Nunavut 

 Sean Joseph, Government of Nunavut 

  William Patch, Government of Nunavut - Community Services 

Randy Mercer, Government of Nunavut - Community Services 

Ken Wassylyshen, Government of Nunavut - Community Services 

Olivier Forbes-Bouillon, Government of Nunavut - Community Services 

Caroline Whittle, Government of Nunavut – Department of Culture and Heritage  

Adam Pollock, Government of Nunavut – Department of Culture and Heritage Lisa Pirie, 

Canadian Wildlife Service  

Marie-Claude Martel, Parks Canada 

Maryse Mahy, Parks Canada  

Transport Canada 

 

 

 

 

  

 


