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P.O. Box 360

Kugluktuk, NU X0B 0E0
Telephone: (867) 982-3310
Fax: (867) 982-3311
www.kitia.ca

May 19, 2026, 2026

Nunavut Impact Review Board
P.O. Box 1360
Cambridge Bay, NU X0OB 0CO

Sent via email: info@nirb.ca

Re: NIRB File No. 26YN020: KitlA comments regarding “Geological Study of the
Coppermine River Group Volcanic Rocks, Nunavut” Project Proposal

Dear Mr. Ehaloak,

The Kitikmeot Inuit Association (KitlA) would like to thank the Nunavut Impact Review
Board (NIRB) for the opportunity to provide comments on Natural Resources Canada —
Geological Survey of Canada’s proposed project “Geological Study of the Coppermine
River Group volcanic rocks Nunavut” Project Proposal. Please see the following
comments from KitlA on the proposal at this time.

The Project research activities include field-based research focused on geological
mapping and rock sampling using geological tools (digital mapping tablet, rock hammer,
compass, camera, hand lens, notebook, and binoculars) in two locations based in the
Kitikmeot Region.

Based on the overall project KitlA proposes the following:
Timing and Wildlife Sensitivities

e KitlA acknowledges the project’s proposed activities regarding focused work on
geological mapping and rock sampling. As the locations of the site activities are
far from communities, the proponent is encouraged to remain mindful of local
wildlife sensitivity periods, including caribou migrating and calving during the
months of May through August. Caribou are an important and staple source of
food for community members of Kugluktuk, and all caribou mitigation measures
should be carefully implemented during this sensitive time.

e Wildlife should be closely monitored to ensure safety for all those within the area

for the duration of the proposed project. A bear monitor is highly recommended
to have during all phases of the proposed project.
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Operations and Camp

e All waste, fuel containers, and temporary infrastructure should be removed from
the site at the end of operations to limit impacts to the land. KitlA encourages the
“leave-no-trace” principles and recommends that all food, waste, and other
potential wildlife attractants be securely stored in sealed, animal-resistant
containers to minimize the risk of wildlife interactions. All storage,
transportation, and handling of any fuel (jet fuel, diesel, gas, or other) should be
completed with proper care, including storage in secondary containment.

Inclusion of Inuit Qaujimajatuqgangit (1Q)

e KIA encourages efforts to incorporate Inuit Qaujimajatugangit (1Q) into research
planning and data interpretation. This may include use of Inuinnaqtun place
names, observations of wildlife and land conditions from Elders and harvesters,
and consideration of community priorities when adjusting study design.

e Historical Inuit artifacts (such as tent rings, dwellings and tools) that may be
found within the area of the camp and research locations are to be left alone,
and the location should be marked, item should be photographed and reported
to the Inuit Heritage trust or Govt of Nunavut’s Culture and Heritage department.

Coordination with Local Organizations

e KitlA expects the Proponent to engage with the local HTO’s and community
members. Once the Project is complete, KitlA encourages continued
communication with the Kugluktuk’s local Hunter and Trappers Organization
(Angoniatit HTO) to share plans and gather local insight—especially regarding
land use, wildlife observations, or sensitive cultural areas of importance.

Inuit Employment and Capacity Building
e KitlA encourages the Proponent to hire local Inuit Beneficiaries to help support
the project. Inuit hold important knowledge of the area, animals and

environment that can help support both the project design and implementation.

If you have any question regarding the attached submission, please contact the
undersigned directly at jamagoalik@kitia.ca
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Jennifer Amagoalik
Project Officer, Department of Land, Environment and Resources
Kitikmeot Inuit Association

Cc: Cory Barker, Interim Director of Lands, Environment and Resources, KitlA
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