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Agenda

Regulators Inform
ation Session

• Screening, review & monitoring — a quick recap
• Why NIRB monitors approved screening projects
• How NIRB monitors screening projects today
• Example: a screening project’s annual report (24YN049)
• Where this could be heading — and getting ahead
• Questions & discussion
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Screening, 
Review & 

Monitoring

Regulators Inform
ation Session

• Most proposals are screened (within ~45 days) and 
approved with terms & conditions — no full review
• Full reviews are reserved for major projects and result in 
a Project Certificate
• Monitoring can attach to either — under NuPPAA, a 
Screening Decision or a Project Certificate may establish a 
monitoring program
• For multi-year screenings (exploration, research, 
energy), monitoring runs through an annual report required 
by the Screening Decision Report (SDR)

March IA Presentation: 
https://www.nirb.ca/portal/dms/script/dms_download.php?
fileid=360768
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Why NIRB 
Monitors 

Screenings

Regulators Inform
ation Session • Monitoring doesn’t stop at approval — NIRB also 

monitors screening projects already approved with terms 
& conditions
• It confirms conditions are followed and that effects stay 
within what was expected
• Cumulative effects — monitoring data builds the 
information base NIRB uses to understand impacts 
building up across the region
• Informs future projects — that information strengthens 
the assessment of the next proposals that come forward
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Monitoring 
Screening 

Projects Today

Regulators Inform
ation Session

• Set by the SDR — requirements live in the terms & 
conditions of the Screening Decision Report
• Common plans — Wildlife Mitigation & Monitoring Plan, 
Abandonment & Restoration Plan, Spill Contingency Plan
• Community consultation before activities begin
• Annual report submitted by March 31 each year
• Lighter-touch — focused on activities undertaken and 
compliance, not major-project-scale effects monitoring
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Example:  
(24YN049)

Regulators Inform
ation Session

• The project — West Kitikmeot Resources Corp., Field 
Research Program for the Grays Bay Road & Port Project
• Annual report — a comprehensive report by March 31 
each year (first due March 31, 2026), to NIRB and the 
Kitikmeot Inuit Association
• Contents include — activities & maps (drill sites, fuel 
cache); community consultation; traditional land-use / 
harvesting log; wildlife & environmental monitoring; WMMP 
results; heritage sites; Inuit land use; and compliance with 
the Screening Decision
• Plus — an updated Wildlife Mitigation & Monitoring Plan 
and Spill Contingency Plan
• Links
• SDR: 

https://www.nirb.ca/portal/dms/script/dms_download.php?filei
d=353311&applicationid=126002&sessionid=8sifag2q3rf9s21n
3i4de57qd6

• Annual Report: 
https://www.nirb.ca/portal/dms/script/dms_download.php?filei
d=359751&applicationid=126002&sessionid=8sifag2q3rf9s21n
3i4de57qd6
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Example:  
(24YN049)

Regulators Inform
ation Session
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Example:  
(24YN049)

Regulators Inform
ation Session
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Example: How 
NIRB Reviews 

It

Regulators Inform
ation Session

• Receive — the annual report is submitted and posted to 
the NIRB public registry
• Check completeness — did the proponent provide 
everything the SDR requires?
• If deficient — NIRB requests the missing information 
from the proponent
• If complete — NIRB confirms to parties that the report 
was received and is complete
• Enforcement — regulators act under their own permits, 
licences and authorizations
• Today, unlike major projects, NIRB does not run a formal 
comment period seeking regulators’ technical comments 
on a screening annual report.
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Where This 
Could Be 

Heading

Regulators Inform
ation Session Full reviews are reserved for major developments, projects 

of significant public concern, or untested technologies. 
However, some projects approved at the screening stage 
may still be large enough to require monitoring similar to 
that of major projects.
• Examples — mines are majority of examples to date
• Still to be decided — however, criteria above may apply 
to other infrastructure projects and are considered on a 
proposal by proposal basis
• Early input matters — comments during the 21-day 
screening comment period help shape any conditions
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Where This 
Could Be 

Heading

Regulators Inform
ation Session

NIRB’s monitoring to date has been very short for projects 
issued terms and conditions from a screening level 
assessment

However, with larger projects with predictable impacts, 
may not satisfy the criteria for a Review level assessment 
but still warrant consistent observation through life of 
project – especially for major infrastructure projects

Just because a project receives specific funding or is 
categorized as a major project does not pre-determined by 
‘being on a list’ or funding sources the NIRB’s assessment 
pathway 

*federal impact assessment legislation (linkage to listed 
projects) does not apply to Nunavut*
*NIRB is advocating for government coordination and NIRB 
finding to alleviate any possible delays in assessments to keep 
these political priorities.
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Today's 
requirements 

— and the 
gaps for larger 

projects

Regulators Inform
ation Session
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Gaps to considerMonitoring Requirements Now
Effects measured against what was 
predicted

Activity summary, maps & site photos

Pre-set thresholds, adaptive 
management & cumulative effects

Wildlife observations & cease-work 
counts

Socio-economic effects on the 
community

Largely environmental focus

Ongoing public & community 
engagement

One-time community consultation

Review by regulatorsProponent's own compliance 
statement
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Getting Ahead 
— On Your 

Radar

Regulators Inform
ation Session

• Getting ahead — we’re flagging this early so it’s on your 
radar, not finalizing a new process
• NIRB will decide internally — how to handle larger 
screenings is still being worked through
• Your voice is essential — regulator input helps NIRB 
decide and makes monitoring work better
• Mind the gaps — especially ongoing public and 
community engagement, where community voice matters 
most
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Questions & Discussion

Regulators Inform
ation Session
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Keith Morrison
Manager, Project Monitoring
Direct: 1-866-233-3033 ext 520
kmorrison@nirb.ca

Varun Nayak
Monitoring Officer
Direct: 1-866-233-3033 ext 530
vnayak@nirb.ca

Nunavut Impact Review Board (NIRB)

P.O. Box 1360

Cambridge Bay, NU

Toll Free: 1-866-233-3033

Fax: 1-867-983-2594

www.nirb.ca


