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Abstract: A concise summary of what was done, found, and concluded to date, and how the
results/information will be used. This summary must be translated into the appropriate dialect of
Inuktut. Suggested length: 250-300 words. *This section will be published in the NRI’s annual
compendium of licensed research

Research to date has utilize the RV Ludy Pudluk, a purpose-built fisheries research vessel owned by Qikigtaaluk
Corporation, and community supplied support vessels from the four communities of Kinngait, Sanikiluaq, Sanirajak, and
Igloolik. Work will occur in the waters adjacent to each community to determine the fishery potential of marine resources.

Sharing of knowledge and capacity building among Indigenous community members and researchers from will occur
during data collection associated with ecosystem-based resource assessment and the development of a variety of fishing
gears designed to meet the needs of Nunavut small boat harvesters.

In 2025, drop video camera and towed video camera surveys of the seabed as well as potting and towed bottom sampling
rake/dredge surveys were carried out in waters adjacent to Sanirajak and Kinngait.

These surveys identified the presence of sea cucumbers, clams, cockles and scallops and their seabed habitats. These
edible species can help to alleviate food insecurity in the study communities and where densities are high and our studies
of life history traits (e.g., age, growth, size at maturity) show an ability to replenish harvested populations there is
commercial potential. We are in the process of calculating densities for these species and establishing life history traits. It
is important to establish life history traits that are likely to change with climate change (i.e., as waters warm and ice-free
season becomes longer these species may grow quicker).

Bottom mapping surveys of the depth and seabed habitat were carried out in waters adjacent to Kinngait and Sanirajak.
These surveys will help to aid in navigation in waters adjacent to the study communities and information is made available
to the Canadian Hydrographic Service for updating future Marine Charts.

This research took place from community supplied vessels and the Qikigtaaluk Corporation owned RV Ludy Pudluk. In
each study community, two locally supplied vessels crewed by two Inuit from the community participated in all the work.
This provided training opportunities in the use of the potting and towed bottom sampling fishing gear use of drop camera
systems and how data is recorded for science.

Key messages: Concise, plain language summary of key take-away messages of work to date, findings
and conclusions. Preferably 3-5 points, in bullet form.

Drop camera surveys carried out in the Kinngait and Sanirajak region by the community vessel research teams identified new areas where higher densities of sea
cucumber occur. Strings of potting gear were left in Sanirajak, and the clam deep water dredge underwent further testing.

The community vessel drop camera reconnaissance surveys were used to direct the location of seabed mapping surveys carried out by the RV Ludy Pudluk. Physical
sampling by the community vessel and RV Ludy Pudluk research teams included securing animals for baseline assessments of life history traits. The research program
included a substantial at-sea education and training component of Inuit in the Kinngait and Sanirajak regions on the use of the drop camera system, maintenance of the
system, and video and GPS data verification. At-sea training included a systematic survey strategy to establish the presence and extent of distribution of species.

In Sanirajak, the species of whelk known as Buccinum fragile dominated the catches in baited pots from Roche Bay south to South Ooglit Island. Drop camera surveys
revealed the presence of sand intermixed with hard seabed substrates that support the growth of broad leaf kelp forests indicating this species of whelk prefers sand
seabed mixed with hard substrates. The species of whelk known as Buccinum hydrophanum was found to dominate the catches in baited pots on soft silt/sand
discovered in Roche Bay. Drop camera surveys from community boats have identified sea cucumbers in the high current channel between the North Ooglit Islands and
adjacent to the small craft harbour north of the community.

In Kinngait, dense beds of sea cucumber have been discovered by drop and towed video camera in relatively deepwater channels between Dorset Island, Sakkiak
Island, and Okaolli Island. High currents dominate these channels and seabed type is of medium to large cobbles and boulders making it unsuitable habitat for harvesting
by dredge. Inuit knowledge recently led to the discovery sea cucumber on a relatively shallow water plateau east and southeast of Sakkiak Island.
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Objectives: Project objectives, preferably in bullet form.

1) Create Inuit employment and build greater knowledge of inshore fisheries resources while
advancing Inuit self-determination in collecting, verifying, analyzing, and disseminating

Inuit specific data and information.

2) Contribute to sustainable development and management of subsistence, and where practical,
commercial harvests of marine species of interest in the Nunavut Settlement Area of the four
study communities of Kinngait, Sanikiluag, Sanirajak, and Igloolik.

3) Develop and assess fishing gears designed to meet the needs of Inuit owned 7-9 m (20-28
foot) vessels within the study communities to harvest benthic species of interest with an
immediate focus on Iceland scallops, sea cucumbers, whelk, soft-shell clams, cockles, and
shrimp.

4) Obtain baseline information on the distribution, densities, life history traits (growth, age,
reproductive cycle), natural mortality, length-based condition indices, and physiological
condition of species of interest in the four study communities.

Annual activities: A description of activities and methods carried out during the current reporting
period. This section should answer the questions: What? Where? When? Who? How? Include dates
team members conducted research at remote field sites or collected data (including interviews) in
communities; append a map with locations and/or coordinates of remote field sites, if applicable.

During the 2025 field season, assessments of fisheries resources occurring on or near
the seabed were carried out in inshore waters adjacent to the communities of Kinngait
and Sanirajak. Research carried out in Kinngait from the Qikigtaaluk Corporation owned
research vessel, RV Ludy Pudluk. Research on the community boats was led by Dr.
Scott Grant and Ms Rioghnach Steiner with assistance from community members.

Research on the RV Ludy Pudluk was led by Philip Walsh and Kirk Regular with
assistance from Victor Aqatsiag and Remy Ouellet,. Research on the community boats
entailed using baited pot surveys to identify where species that can move around freely
and scavenge food (e.g., whelk, sea urchin, toad crab, and shrimps) could be captured in
high numbers and samples of whelk were collected. Drop camera surveys were used to
identify where species that do not typically move (e.g., sea cucumber, scallops, clams,
cockles) occurred in high densities. Where they occurred in high densities we used towed
fishing gears to collect samples and we also tested new and innovative gears designed to
harvest these species from existing community vessel infrastructure (i.e., 20-28 ft boats).
Use of drop camera surveys to identify where species of interest occurred limited
negative impacts of searching with towed bottom contact fishing gears. Reconnaissance
drop camera surveys carried out from community boats also identified areas of the
seabed to be mapped by the RV Ludy Pudluk. This strategy saves time and money, as
community boats can get around quicker and cover more area then the RV Ludy Pudluk
in a short period of time.
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Results and Achievements: Findings and results to date of the above activities, highlighting any key research
achievements (see guide below for formatting tips regarding tables and figures).

In Sanirajak, the species of whelk known as Buccinum fragile dominated the catches in baited pots
from Roche Bay south to South Ooglit Island. The species of whelk known as Buccinum hydrophanum
was found to dominate the catches in baited pots on soft silt/sand discovered in Roche Bay. Buccinum
fragile is a smaller species of whelk than B. hydrophanum exhibiting average shell height values of
37mm and 60mm, respectively. For B. fragile, an average catch rate of 114 whelk/string and
0.95kg/string was observed at 19 sites surveyed in 2023 with highest catches restricted to a small area
SE of Quarman Point.

In Kinngait, dense beds of sea cucumber have been discovered by drop and towed video camera in
relatively deepwater channels between Dorset Island, Sakkiak Island, and Okolli Island. Drop camera
surveys identified variable sized areas (0.5-1.5km2) with high densities (180-230 individuals/m2) of
burrowing cockles and soft-shell clams in 30-50m subtidal waters. More survey work from community
boats is required to determine where high densities occur and whether the distribution warrants seabed
mapping to determine the extent of distribution and harvest potential. During the 2025 field season,
Inuit who were members of the community boat research team continued surveying with a drop camera
system after the science team departed. Catches in the pots are dominated by the whelk species
known as Buccinum hydrophanum and greatest catches have occurred in relatively shallow areas
where the seabed is comprised largely of sand/silt and in the presence of cyanobacteria.

Challenges/Obstacles: In this section, please comment on any challenges/obstacles (if any) that you
experienced during this project year. If there were any actions to mitigate or resolve these challenges,
please list them here. Were any concerns raised regarding the conduct of research team members or the
impacts of the project?

Not applicable, no concerns were raised during the 2025 field season.
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Expected Project Completion Date: Provide month and year of expected completion date of the project.

Project website (if applicable): If your project has a presence on the internet, including a website and/or
social media page, please provide the link and/or account handle.

Citations: Please append a complete reference list if citations are used anywhere in the document.

POLICY RELEVANCE

Does this research support policy development or decision-making in Nunavut? If yes, please describe.

Page | 5




RESEARCH OUTCOMES: BENEFITS

Community engagement: Briefly list and describe any community consultation, engagement,
collaboration and outreach activities that you have undertaken for the project; describe the role(s) that
community members and/or specific organizations have played in research co-design and activities.

-Initial meetings in study communities to identify and integrate Traditional Ecological Knowledge (TEK),

-Hiring two Inuit owned and operated boats as research platforms in each of the study communities,

-Hiring of Qikigtaaluk Corporation community liaisons in each study community,

-Inuit training on board the RV Ludy Pudluk, a custom-built fisheries research vessel,

-Involving Inuit community members in all aspects of field research program,

-Animals captured during research program are shared with members of the communities,

-Science-led outreach/interpretive sessions in study communities, and

-Annual reports & post-field season meetings in each study community to disseminate research findings and work
together on future plans.

In addition to the Qikigtaaluk Corporation research vessel, the RV Ludy Pudluk, two Inuit owned and crewed vessels
from each study community participated in inshore fisheries research during this study which allows the formation of
two research teams (i.e., community vessel and RV Ludy Pudluk research teams). Community members on the
research teams make a very valuable and meaningful contribution to the research program with their extensive
ecological knowledge of the region and desire to protect existing ecosystems and related cultural values. Inuit on the
research teams provide safe navigation and insights on the distribution of harvestable marine species of interest not
only from decades of oral tradition, but also direct and indirect observations. Success of the development of fishing
gears that can be safely and efficiently fished from existing community vessel infrastructure hinges on the knowledge,
insights, and hands-on participation by Inuit on the research teams.

Youth engagement: Briefly list and describe any outreach, school or classroom activities that you have
undertaken for the project; describe the role(s) that youth have played in your research activities.

Outreach programs delivered by senior members of the research team to high school students in
the study communities provide opportunities to learn and discuss the research being carried out in
waters adjacent to their communities. Science-led outreach programs also provide an opportunity
to interact with fisheries researchers in the research program, obtaining what is most likely their
first introduction to a career in fisheries science and research. These fisheries researchers have
attained science degrees and are leading independent research projects of their own that are part
of this multiyear fisheries resource assessment program. Projects that are important to
understanding marine life in Nunavut inshore waters. High school students seeking further
education typically explore several options and there is a need for Inuit leadership in fisheries
research in Nunavut. Shadowing of fisheries researchers is a way to encourage students early in
their career path to consider a science degree.

Outreach programs have included interpretive sessions to high school students during the field
season and have included Inuit members of the community working on the project providing their
insights to the students. Outreach has also included high school classroom presentations when
the Pl and members of QC return to communities to disseminate collaborative research findings to
the HTAs and plan for the future.
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Training and Employment:

How many Nunavummiut received training from team members? Please describe training and/or
compensation provided.

While working on community supplied boats (i.e., research platforms) four Nunavummiut from Sanirajak and four Nunavummiut from Kinngait received
training from team members during the 2025 field season. From time to time when Nunavummiug from a community identified to work on the project could
not come out for a day another individual from the community was identified and would receive training for that day. Nunavummiut received training in the
deployment and retrieval of strings of baited pots and the use of towed fishing gears (dredges/rakes). They also received training in the methods of
assessing the catch including identifying common species and measuring their body size. Nunavummuit also received preliminary at-sea training in the
set-up, use, and systematic survey strategy to establish the presence and extent of distribution of a species of interest.

All Nunavummiut were paid at a daily rate.

How many team members received training from Nunavummiut? Please describe training received
and/or what knowledge sharing and/or skills exchange took place.

While working on community supplied boats, project team members received training/exchange of knowledge and skills during the 2025
field season. Team members learn about Inuit traditional ecological knowledge of the region (e.g., migration patterns of birds, mammals,
and fish; animals in the diet of birds, mammals, and fish; where the best place is to find species of interest [scallops, sea cucumbers,
urchins, clams, cockles]; traditional ways of harvesting and preparing animals; when ice-out usually occurs in an area and areas to avoid
because of ice; where areas of high tidal currents can be found; water depths and seabed type in the region as many of the species of
interest have specific depth and seabed habitat requirements). We also rely on the critical thinking of Nunavummiut with regard to
development of new fishing gears and how we will fish them from community boats as ultimately they will be the ones who will be using the
gear.

How many Nunavummiut received employment? Please describe employment type and length, role(s)
and responsibilities, and compensation provided.

For the community boat research teams, four Nunavummiut from Sanirajak and Kinngait were employed during
the 2025 multi-week field season in each community. Two boats were chartered in each community. Two to
three Nunavummiut acted as crew on the boats; a driver/operator and 1- to 2-crewmen. Responsibilities
included having the boats fueled and ready to depart each morning. Helping to move research equipment on
and off the boat each day and to deploy and retrieve the equipment in the field as well as providing safe
navigation, additional logistical support, and identify potential fishing and underwater video collection sites.

How many Nunavummiut received honoraria as research participants? Please describe method of
participation (interview, observation, sample, survey, etc.), including compensation provided.

HTA members from each study community (i.e., Kinngait, Sanikiluaq, Sanirajak, and Igloolik) receive
honoraria when members of QC and the Marine Institute of Memorial University visit the communities in
the spring to provide presentations and annual reports summarizing the research findings and meet to
plan for the future. These meetings are also an exchange of knowledge and best practices to protect
the environment while learning about the "hidden" fisheries resources occurring on or near the seabed.
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Please explain how the project directly benefited Nunavut organizations and/or businesses (e.g.,
through contract services, local purchases, equipment donations, etc.)

In each study community, two boats are chartered, a truck is rented, and accommodations are rented for the four team members during the 2- to 3-week field season.

Team members purchase food at the Northern and Co-op stores and eat out at restaurants in the communities.

Tools are purchased locally as are other materials and supplies required for the project.

Strings of fishing gear (baited pots) are left with members of the community to fish for the community after the research team has left.

The research team shares the catch of edible species with members of the community. Once measurements are made on target species captured during the day (e.qg., scallops, clams, cockles,

sea cucumber, shrimp, and crabs) they are made available to members of the community. When unfamiliar, community members are also advised on the best way to store and prepare these
species for consumption. This is expected to lead to the desire for local businesses (restaurants and grocery stores) to prepare these local natural sources of protein for sale.

OPTIONAL: Nunavut Team Members, hires, and/or trainees (excluding research participants e.g.,
interviewees)

The NRI is creating an inventory of Nunavummiut who are skilled and/or interested in research. The
information provided below will not be shared publicly but will support long-term capacity sharing by
connecting local and visiting researchers with research talent in each community.

Name Expertise/skills Training/interest areas | Contact Info Community

Academic Mobility

If you are affiliated with an academic institution, please answer the following question: For which Level
of Project(s) will the data be used? (Check all that may apply)

D Research

D Post-Doctoral Research

D PhD Thesis

Masters (Major Research Paper)
Masters (Thesis)

Graduate Course Project
Staff/Administration Research

Undergraduate Honours Thesis

LTI

Other
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BUDGET

Please complete the table below to detail your projected and actual research expenditures during the

reporting period.

Category Planned/Approved | Actual
Expenditure Expenditure

Travel and Accommodation 150,000 150,000
Equipment, Materials and Supplies 100,000 100,000
Salaries/Wages for Nunavut residents 400,000 400,000
Salaries/Wages for non-Nunavut resident researchers 300,000 300,000
Professional Fees and services in Nunavut
Professional Fees and Services outside of Nunavut

TOTAL EXPENDITURES 950,000 950,000

List the total $ amount of funding from each funding source for your full research program, including in-

kind support

respective inshore fisheries.

Primarily direct contributions from Qikigtaaluk Corporation, which continues to make
sustained investments in supporting Inuit communities in advancing the potential of their

RESEARCH OUTPUTS / REPORTING TOOLS

What research outputs were generated? Please list below and append copies of each. Specify which
outputs (if any) may be made public on the NRI research licensing database.

Annual report

Presentations to the community HTAs
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Have peer-reviewed manuscripts been published as a result of your project? If Yes,

complete the following table:

Full citation

Publicly accessible/
free to access (Y/N)

Link (if available) and
DOI (if available)

data/report not yet available for 2025

If No, do you intend to submit a manuscript (or manuscripts) for peer reviewed publication?
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Were non-peer reviewed materials produced to either communicate or synthesize results to the public?
Examples of these materials include (but are not limited to): websites, reports, brochures, podcasts,
webinars, presentations, non-peer reviewed publications, etc.

If Yes, complete the following table:

Title Description of Link (if available) DOI (if available)
Materials

arcticnet conference workshop | presentation, data insights

Arctic security conference presentation of acivities to GoC, GN and community representa

Did your project develop a communications plan? Please describe communications/reporting tools used, and
list the target audience for each and/or who requested which.

primary communications material were images captured during the work to display and
demonstrate of types of habitats that were mapped. these have been presented

How were Nunavummiut credited and/or acknowledged in all project outputs, such as co-authorship,
participant biographies, article acknowledgements, etc.

Nunavummiut traveled and presented at our key data insigths event in 2025, ArcticNet
research conference. Full 2025 results are not yet available for dissemination.

DATA AND INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY

Did you enter into a research agreement, data-sharing agreement and/or intellectual property rights
agreement with a community and/or designated Inuit organization (DIO)? If yes, please explain.

Do intellectual property rights apply to your research? If yes, please explain.
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Who owns the data? Has the raw data been shared with the appropriate community and/or DIO? If yes,
how? How is data security and storage handled by community-based co-owners?

data/report not yet available for 2025. Will be shared via Siku and EMSA as per other
years.

Where is the data stored and will the data be destroyed within a set timeframe?

Is the data trackable and/or available in a public data repository? If yes, please provide the appropriate
information and/or link to ensure the findability and accessibility of the data.

Please append a copy of your data management plan.
CLIMATE CHANGE

Is your research about climate change (causes, impacts, mitigation, adaptation, etc.)? If yes, explain.

There are links between work performed and related impacts of climate change on
species and habitats.
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PHOTOGRAPHS

If possible, please provide high-resolution photos of licensed research activities that NRI may use in
communication materials, organizational reporting, and other promotional purposes. The photographer
and all recognizable people in each photo must sign the attached Photo and Video Release form. Please
also complete the table below for each photo provided and submit to NRI along with all required NRI
photo release forms. The photographer/owner will be credited in all uses of the photograph(s).

File Name | Location Description Subjects Photographer/Owner | Date

not yet avail

Would you like your project to be considered for a research profile and promotion by the NRI? Yes

FORMATTING TIPS

Main text:
Please supply report in a standard manuscript format (Microsoft Word format is required).

Tables:

Any number of tables can appear in one file (as long as they are clearly marked). Tables prepared
using simple table formats as provided in word processing programs such as WordPerfect are
preferred. Each table should be numbered according to its appearance in the text (e.g., Table 1,
Table 2) and each should have a brief descriptive heading.

Figures:

Each figure or graphic element should be submitted as a separate file. Black & white and colour
graphics are both acceptable. We can accommodate most standard graphic file formats,
however, please indicate in which format the graphic was prepared.

References:
Please use the APA or MLA Citation Style while referencing throughout the report.

Size:

The size of the electronic document must not exceed 4MB (if larger than 4MB, please send
attachments separately and number the emails).
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Research on the RV Ludy Pudluk was led by Philip Walsh and Kirk Regular with assistance from Victor Aqatsiaq and Remy Ouellet,. Research on the community boats entailed using baited pot surveys to identify where species that can move around freely and scavenge food (e.g., whelk, sea urchin, toad crab, and shrimps) could be captured in high numbers and samples of whelk were collected. Drop camera surveys were used to identify where species that do not typically move (e.g., sea cucumber, scallops, clams, cockles) occurred in high densities. Where they occurred in high densities we used towed fishing gears to collect samples and we also tested new and innovative gears designed to harvest these species from existing community vessel infrastructure (i.e., 20-28 ft boats). Use of drop camera surveys to identify where species of interest occurred limited negative impacts of searching with towed bottom contact fishing gears. Reconnaissance drop camera surveys carried out from community boats also identified areas of the seabed to be mapped by the RV Ludy Pudluk. This strategy saves time and money, as community boats can get around quicker and cover more area then the RV Ludy Pudluk in a short period of time.
	undefined_4: In Sanirajak, the species of whelk known as Buccinum fragile dominated the catches in baited pots from Roche Bay south to South Ooglit Island.  The species of whelk known as Buccinum hydrophanum was found to dominate the catches in baited pots on soft silt/sand discovered in Roche Bay.  Buccinum fragile is a smaller species of whelk than B. hydrophanum exhibiting average shell height values of 37mm and 60mm, respectively. For B. fragile, an average catch rate of 114 whelk/string and 0.95kg/string was observed at 19 sites surveyed in 2023 with highest catches restricted to a small area SE of Quarman Point.

In Kinngait, dense beds of sea cucumber have been discovered by drop and towed video camera in relatively deepwater channels between Dorset Island, Sakkiak Island, and Okolli Island.  Drop camera surveys identified variable sized areas (0.5-1.5km2) with high densities (180-230 individuals/m2) of burrowing cockles and soft-shell clams in 30-50m subtidal waters. More survey work from community boats is required to determine where high densities occur and whether the distribution warrants seabed mapping to determine the extent of distribution and harvest potential. During the 2025 field season, Inuit who were members of the community boat research team continued surveying with a drop camera system after the science team departed.  Catches in the pots are dominated by the whelk species known as Buccinum hydrophanum and greatest catches have occurred in relatively shallow areas where the seabed is comprised largely of sand/silt and in the presence of cyanobacteria.

	undefined_5: Not applicable, no concerns were raised during the 2025 field season.
	Expected Project Completion Date Provide month and year of expected completion date of the project: 
	social media page please provide the link andor account handle: 
	undefined_6: 
	community members andor specific organizations have played in research codesign and activities: -Initial meetings in study communities to identify and integrate Traditional Ecological Knowledge (TEK),
-Hiring two Inuit owned and operated boats as research platforms in each of the study communities,
-Hiring of Qikiqtaaluk Corporation community liaisons in each study community,
-Inuit training on board the RV Ludy Pudluk, a custom-built fisheries research vessel,
-Involving Inuit community members in all aspects of field research program,
-Animals captured during research program are shared with members of the communities,
-Science-led outreach/interpretive sessions in study communities, and
-Annual reports & post-field season meetings in each study community to disseminate research findings and work together on future plans.

In addition to the Qikiqtaaluk Corporation research vessel, the RV Ludy Pudluk, two Inuit owned and crewed vessels from each study community participated in inshore fisheries research during this study which allows the formation of two research teams (i.e., community vessel and RV Ludy Pudluk research teams). Community members on the research teams make a very valuable and meaningful contribution to the research program with their extensive ecological knowledge of the region and desire to protect existing ecosystems and related cultural values. Inuit on the research teams provide safe navigation and insights on the distribution of harvestable marine species of interest not only from decades of oral tradition, but also direct and indirect observations. Success of the development of fishing gears that can be safely and efficiently fished from existing community vessel infrastructure hinges on the knowledge, insights, and hands-on participation by Inuit on the research teams. 
	undertaken for the project describe the roles that youth have played in your research activities: Outreach programs delivered by senior members of the research team to high school students in the study communities provide opportunities to learn and discuss the research being carried out in waters adjacent to their communities. Science-led outreach programs also provide an opportunity to interact with fisheries researchers in the research program, obtaining what is most likely their first introduction to a career in fisheries science and research. These fisheries researchers have attained science degrees and are leading independent research projects of their own that are part of this multiyear fisheries resource assessment program. Projects that are important to understanding marine life in Nunavut inshore waters. High school students seeking further education typically explore several options and there is a need for Inuit leadership in fisheries research in Nunavut. Shadowing of fisheries researchers is a way to encourage students early in their career path to consider a science degree. 

Outreach programs have included interpretive sessions to high school students during the field season and have included Inuit members of the community working on the project providing their insights to the students. Outreach has also included high school classroom presentations when the PI and members of QC return to communities to disseminate collaborative research findings to the HTAs and plan for the future.
	compensation provided: While working on community supplied boats (i.e., research platforms) four Nunavummiut from Sanirajak and four Nunavummiut from Kinngait received training from team members during the 2025 field season. From time to time when Nunavummiuq from a community identified to work on the project could not come out for a day another individual from the community was identified and would receive training for that day. Nunavummiut received training in the deployment and retrieval of strings of baited pots and the use of towed fishing gears (dredges/rakes). They also received training in the methods of assessing the catch including identifying common species and measuring their body size. Nunavummuit also received preliminary at-sea training in the set-up, use, and systematic survey strategy to establish the presence and extent of distribution of a species of interest. 

All Nunavummiut were paid at a daily rate.
	andor what knowledge sharing andor skills exchange took place: While working on community supplied boats, project team members received training/exchange of knowledge and skills during the 2025 field season. Team members learn about Inuit traditional ecological knowledge of the region (e.g., migration patterns of birds, mammals, and fish; animals in the diet of birds, mammals, and fish; where the best place is to find species of interest [scallops, sea cucumbers, urchins, clams, cockles]; traditional ways of harvesting and preparing animals; when ice-out usually occurs in an area and areas to avoid because of ice; where areas of high tidal currents can be found; water depths and seabed type in the region as many of the species of interest have specific depth and seabed habitat requirements). We also rely on the critical thinking of Nunavummiut with regard to development of new fishing gears and how we will fish them from community boats as ultimately they will be the ones who will be using the gear.
	and responsibilities and compensation provided: For the community boat research teams, four Nunavummiut from Sanirajak and Kinngait were employed during the 2025 multi-week field season in each community. Two boats were chartered in each community. Two to three Nunavummiut acted as crew on the boats; a driver/operator and 1- to 2-crewmen. Responsibilities included having the boats fueled and ready to depart each morning. Helping to move research equipment on and off the boat each day and to deploy and retrieve the equipment in the field as well as providing safe navigation, additional logistical support, and identify potential fishing and underwater video collection sites.
	participation interview observation sample survey etc including compensation provided: HTA members from each study community (i.e., Kinngait, Sanikiluaq, Sanirajak, and Igloolik) receive honoraria when members of QC and the Marine Institute of Memorial University visit the communities in the spring to provide presentations and annual reports summarizing the research findings and meet to plan for the future. These meetings are also an exchange of knowledge and best practices to protect the environment while learning about the "hidden" fisheries resources occurring on or near the seabed.
	through contract services local purchases equipment donations etc: In each study community, two boats are chartered, a truck is rented, and accommodations are rented for the four team members during the 2- to 3-week field season.

Team members purchase food at the Northern and Co-op stores and eat out at restaurants in the communities.

Tools are purchased locally as are other materials and supplies required for the project. 

Strings of fishing gear (baited pots) are left with members of the community to fish for the community after the research team has left.

The research team shares the catch of edible species with members of the community. Once measurements are made on target species captured during the day (e.g., scallops, clams, cockles, sea cucumber, shrimp, and crabs) they are made available to members of the community. When unfamiliar, community members are also advised on the best way to store and prepare these species for consumption. This is expected to lead to the desire for local businesses (restaurants and grocery stores) to prepare these local natural sources of protein for sale. 
	NameRow1: 
	ExpertiseskillsRow1: 
	Traininginterest areasRow1: 
	Contact InfoRow1: 
	CommunityRow1: 
	NameRow2: 
	ExpertiseskillsRow2: 
	Traininginterest areasRow2: 
	Contact InfoRow2: 
	CommunityRow2: 
	NameRow3: 
	ExpertiseskillsRow3: 
	Traininginterest areasRow3: 
	Contact InfoRow3: 
	CommunityRow3: 
	NameRow4: 
	ExpertiseskillsRow4: 
	Traininginterest areasRow4: 
	Contact InfoRow4: 
	CommunityRow4: 
	Other: 
	Category: 
	PlannedApproved ExpenditureTravel and Accommodation: 150,000
	Actual ExpenditureTravel and Accommodation: 150,000
	PlannedApproved ExpenditureEquipment Materials and Supplies: 100,000
	Actual ExpenditureEquipment Materials and Supplies: 100,000
	PlannedApproved ExpenditureSalariesWages for Nunavut residents: 400,000
	Actual ExpenditureSalariesWages for Nunavut residents: 400,000
	PlannedApproved ExpenditureSalariesWages for nonNunavut resident researchers: 300,000
	Actual ExpenditureSalariesWages for nonNunavut resident researchers: 300,000
	PlannedApproved ExpenditureProfessional Fees and services in Nunavut: 
	Actual ExpenditureProfessional Fees and services in Nunavut: 
	PlannedApproved ExpenditureProfessional Fees and Services outside of Nunavut: 
	Actual ExpenditureProfessional Fees and Services outside of Nunavut: 
	PlannedApproved ExpenditureTOTAL EXPENDITURES: 950,000
	Actual ExpenditureTOTAL EXPENDITURES: 950,000
	kind support: Primarily direct contributions from Qikiqtaaluk Corporation, which continues to make sustained investments in supporting Inuit communities in advancing the potential of their respective inshore fisheries.
	outputs if any may be made public on the NRI research licensing database: Annual report
Presentations to the community HTAs
	Full citationRow1: data/report not yet available for 2025
	Publicly accessible free to access YNRow1: 
	Link if available and DOI if availableRow1: 
	Full citationRow2: 
	Publicly accessible free to access YNRow2: 
	Link if available and DOI if availableRow2: 
	Full citationRow3: 
	Publicly accessible free to access YNRow3: 
	Link if available and DOI if availableRow3: 
	Full citationRow4: 
	Publicly accessible free to access YNRow4: 
	Link if available and DOI if availableRow4: 
	Y: 
	TitleRow1: arcticnet conference workshop
	Description of MaterialsRow1: presentation, data insights
	Link if availableRow1: 
	DOI if availableRow1: 
	TitleRow2: Arctic security conference
	Description of MaterialsRow2: presentation of activities to GoC, GN and community representatives
	Link if availableRow2: 
	DOI if availableRow2: 
	TitleRow3: 
	Description of MaterialsRow3: 
	Link if availableRow3: 
	DOI if availableRow3: 
	TitleRow4: 
	Description of MaterialsRow4: 
	Link if availableRow4: 
	DOI if availableRow4: 
	list the target audience for each andor who requested which: primary communications material were images captured during the work to display and demonstrate of types of habitats that were mapped.  these have been presented 
	participant biographies article acknowledgements etc: Nunavummiut traveled and presented at our key data insigths event in 2025, ArcticNet research conference.  Full 2025 results are not yet available for dissemination.
	undefined_7: 
	how How is data security and storage handled by communitybased coowners: data/report not yet available for 2025.  Will be shared via Siku and EMSA as per other years.
	Where is the data stored and will the data be destroyed within a set timeframe: 
	information andor link to ensure the findability and accessibility of the data: 
	Is your research about climate change causes impacts mitigation adaptation etc If yes explain: There are links between work performed and related impacts of climate change on species and habitats.  
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